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General Annex/Chapter 4 17.

CHAPTER 4

DUTIES AND TAXES

AL ASSESSMENT, COLLECTION AND PAYMENT OF DUTIES AND TAXES

4.1. Standard

Mational legislation shall defing the circumstances when liability to duties and taxes is
incurrod.

4.2. Standard
The time period within which the applicable duties and taxes are assessed shall be

stipulated in national legislation. The assessment shall follow as soon as possible after the
Goods declaration is lodged or the liability is otherwise incumed.

4.3. Standard

The factors on which the assessment of duties and taxes is based and the conditions
under which they are determined shall be specified in national legislation.

4.4, Standard

The rates of duties and taxes shall be set out in official publications.

4.5, Standard

Mational legislation shall specify the point in time to be taken into consideration for the
purpose of determining the rates of duties and taxes.

35



General Annex/Chapter 4 18.

4.6. Standard

Mational legislation shall specify the methods that may be used to pay the duties and
taxes.

4.7. Standard

Mational legislation shall specify the person(s) responsible for the payment of duties and
taxes.

4.8. Standard

Mational legislation shall determine the due date and the place where payment is to be
madae.

4.9. Standard
When national legislation specifies that the due date may be after the release of the

qoods, that date shall be at least ten days after the release. Mo interest shall be charged for
the period between the date of release and the due date.

4.10. Standard

Mational legislation shall spacify the period within which the Customs may take legal
action to collect duties and taxes not paid by the due date.

4.11. Standard

Mational kegislation shall determine the rate of interest chargeable on amaounts of duties
and taxes that have not been paid by the dee date and the conditions of application of such
interast,
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General Annex/Chapter 4 149,

4.12. Standard

Whin the duties and taxes have been paid, a receipt constituting proof of payment shall
be issued to the payer, unless thera is other evidence constituting proof of payment.

4.13. Transitional Standard

Mational legislation shall specify a minimum value andior a minimum amount of duties
and taxes below which no duties and taxes will be collected.

4.14. Standard

If the Customs find that errors in the Goods declaration or in the assessment of the duties
and taxes will cause or have caused the collection or recovery of an amount of duties and
taxes less than that legally chargeable, they shall correct the errors and collect the amount

underpaid. Howewer, if the amount involved is less than the minimum amount specified in
national legislation, the Customs shall not collect or recover that amount.

B. DEFERRED PAYMENT OF DUTIES AND TAXES

4.15. Standard

Where national legislation provides fior the defermed payment of duties and taxes, it shall
specify the conditions under which such facility is allowed.

4.16. Standard

Deferred payment shall be allowed without interest charges to the extent possible.

4.17. Standard

The period for deferred payment of duties and taxes shall be at least fourtoen days.
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General Annex/Chapter 4 20.

C. REPAYMENT OF DUTIES AND TAXES

4.18. Standard

Repaymient shall be granted where it is established that duties and taxes have bean
overcharged as a result of an arror in their assessment.

4.19. Standard

Repayment shall be granted in respect of imported or exported goods which are found to
have been defactive or otherwise not in accordance with the agread specifications at the time
of importation or exportation and are returned either to the supplier or o another person
designated by the supplier, subject to the following conditions

the goods have not been worked, repaired or used in the country of importation, and
arg re-exported within a reasonable time;

the goods have not been worked, repaired or used in the country to which they ware
exported, and are re-imported within a reasonable time.

Use of the goods shall, howewer, not hinder the repayment if such use was indispensable
o discover the defects or other circumstances which caused the re-exportation or
re-importation of the goods.

As an alternative o re-exportation or re-importation, the goods may be abandoned to the
Revenue or destroyed o rendered commercially valueless under Customs control, as the
Customs may decide. Such abandonment or destruction shall not entail any cost to the
Revenue.

4.20. Transitional Standard

Where permission is given by the Customs for goods originally declared for a Customs
procedure with payment of duties and taxes to be placed under another Customs procedure,
repayment shall be made of any duties and taxes charged in excess of the amount due under
the new procedurs.
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General Annex/Chapter 4 21.

4.21. Standard
Decisions on claims for repayment shall be reached, and notified in writing to the

persons concerned, without undue delay, and repayment of amounts overcharged shall be
made as soon as possible after the verification of claims.

4.22. Standard
Where it is established by the Customs that the overcharge is a result of an error on the

part af the Customs in assessing the duties and taxes, repayment shall be made as a matter of
priarity.

4.23. Standard
Where time limits are fixed beyond which claims for repayment will not be accepted, such

limits shall be of sufficient duration to take account of the differing circumstances pertaining to
each type of case in which repayment may be granted.

4.24. Standard

Repayment shall not be granted if the amount imdalved is less than the minimum amount
specified in national legislation.
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