
Task 2b - ASEAN Today (article) 
 
 

This 370-word article is significantly over the required 300 words by 
23%. The test taker does not give her/his article a title but does address two 
of the three content points fully and one minimally. For content point 1, s/he 
writes about the broader missions of the Ministry and their division, which in 
part is relevant, but gives no specific information about his/her own job as 
requested, not even the job title. However, there is a short introduction, stating 
the purpose of the article, as well as a brief closing sentence, suitable for the 
text-type.  
 

The text shows a very clear overall structure. It is organised in a logical 
and well-balanced way with a short introduction explaining the purpose of the 
article, three content paragraphs and closing statement.  However, by 
adopting an impersonal approach, the test taker has been forced to merge 
content points 1 and 2 in paragraph 2. A variety of organisational patterns, 
connectors and cohesive devices are used, for the most part accurately, 
including and, both, therefore, as well as, also, currently, yet, particularly, 
such as and in order to.  
 

In terms of vocabulary range and accuracy, the test taker demonstrates 
a wide and appropriate use of vocabulary throughout the article. Minor errors 
such as the lack of hyphenation in the word counter-part are rare. 
 

The test taker uses long and complex sentence structures throughout 
the article but there are some errors.  However, these errors do not hinder 
overall communication. In the example below, the test taker lists the 
responsibilities of the Thai MOJ. Since the first item on the list is a noun (the 
administration), the next item should be too for consistency. This can be 
achieved by deleting the words to promote the leaving the noun – 
coordination. Also acceptable would be the use of the ing form – promoting.  

 
“The Thai MOJ is responsible for the administration of justice…….. and 
to promote the coordination, both at policy level and practice level, 
among key agencies within the justice system”. 
 
The test taker is not consistent in their use of the definite article before the 
name of departments, divisions or agencies. In the example below, the should 
be used before the acronym MOJ.  
 
“The international Affairs Division (IAD), therefore, is charged with 
providing other department within MOJ with technical support……..” 
 
The test taker makes some errors with specific and general referencing. In 
paragraph 4, the test taker uses an international forum (specific) when they 
probably mean international forums (in general).  
 
Towards the end of the article, the test taker occasionally misses plural 
agreements. Examples include employee in paragraph 4 line 1, consultant in 
paragraph 4 line14 and issue in paragraph 4 line 14. 
 



To sum up, the test taker performs quite well on task fulfillment, 
organization and cohesion as well as grammatical range and accuracy. Errors 
do occur but generally with more complex grammatical structures and these 
errors do not hinder communication. S/he has a wide range of vocabulary and 
there are almost no errors in word choice, word formation, or spelling. For this 
reason s/he is awarded a C1.  
 
 
 


