
Task 2b - ASEAN Today (article) 
 
 

This 286-word article is slightly short of the required 300 words by 5%. The 
test taker fails to give the article a title, but does address all 3 content points in 3 
separate paragraphs. For the most part this text meets the text-type requirements 
although the introduction serves no clear purpose. It neither attracts the reader’s 
attention nor provides a very clear link to the content paragraphs. In addition, the use 
of bullet points in the final paragraph would be more suited to a job advertisement 
than an article which is to be published in ASEAN today.    
 

The test taker has organized the text in a logical and well-balanced way. 
There are 5 paragraphs, including the introductory paragraph and a summary 
conclusion. The test taker produces clear topic sentences followed by appropriate 
supporting information. For example, in paragraph 2, s/he begins, “What I am doing 
is to promote gender equality in Thai society”. S/he goes on to give examples of 
how s/he does that. The test taker also uses a number of cohesive devices including 
for example, because, and, but, and then though not always correctly. However, 
the signposts in paragraph 3, “After the project [is formulated] I have to discuss 
with colleagues in [different] divisions. First………. . Then ……….” are effective.  
 

In terms of lexical range, the test taker uses a reasonable range of vocabulary 
though there are some gaps and inaccuracies, generally related to word formation or 
spelling. For example in paragraph 2 line 4 the test taker uses analyst (noun) 
instead of analyse (verb), in the last line of paragraph 2 s/he uses scientific 
(adjective) faculty instead of the science faculty (compound noun) or the faculty 
of science and in paragraph 3 line 3 s/he uses difference (noun) instead of 
different (adjective). There are also occasional slips with spelling such as planing 
instead of planning, sumary instead of summary, openion instead of opinion and  
persuad instead of persuade. 
 

With regard to grammatical range and accuracy, the test taker appears to be 
familiar with basic tense structure and uses them with reasonable accuracy as 
shown in the examples below. 
 
“I still learn something new every day”. (paragraph 1 line 2) 

 
“I’m working in the Strategy and Planing division”.  (paragraph 1 line 2) 

 
“I have been working with my department for 10 years”. (paragraph 1  
line 1) 
 
However, there is less certainty over the use of the definite article. It is frequently 
omitted with names of agencies, divisions and departments. Examples include 
division of networking and staff in Financial Division in paragraph 3.  
 
There is also evidence to suggest the test taker confuses ed and ing in adjectives 
endings. For example, in paragraph 4 interesting on gender issue should be 
interested in gender issues. 
 



To sum up, the test taker performs reasonably well on task fulfillment and 
organization but less well on grammatical and lexical range and accuracy. For this 
reason they are awarded a B1+. 
. 
 
 
 


