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AEC bad for Thai farmers, workers: NGOs

Posted in: AEC English Article 20 WEHN1AN 2555
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Poor farmers and unskilled labourers would feel a negative impact and no benefits from
the 2015 launch of the Asean Economic Community (AEC), a forum of non-governmental
organisations said yesterday.

Thailand was set to open its borders to almost all farming products from Asean
members, meaning its major products such as rice would no longer be competitive, said Witoon
Lianchamroon, director of BioThai.

Thailand’s standing as a regional powerhouse in rice production was misunderstood, he
said. Under the AEC, Thai farmers would get hurt in the long run as their production costs were
increasing while yield was reducing, he said.

Thailand has the region’s highest production cost but near lowest productivity, he said.
Vietnam has the region’s highest yield, of 862.4 kilograms per rai, against Thailand’s 448kg per
rai, he said. Myanmar’s 427.2kg per rai is the region’s lowest.

Asean members Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines have maintained high import
tariffs for rice of 25, 20 and 40 per cent respectively ahead of 2015, he said.

Thailand’s cassava production also was badly placed, with a yield of 2 tonnes per rai
against Cambodia’s 5 tonnes, said Witoon, adding that Thai farmers were facing difficulty in
competing with the lower-cost produce from other Asean countries.

Thailand’s unskilled labourers would also face difficulty as cross-regional movement of
their counterparts from other Asean members increased over the next three years, said Pranom
Somwong of Asean Watch.

Asean members have agreed to allow skilled workers — doctors, dentists, nurses,
engineers, architects, accountants and surveyors — free movement by 2015.

The group, however, has no agreement for movement of the huge number of unskilled
workers in the region, she said.

Though Asean has issued a declaration to protect and promote the rights of migrant
workers, it only covered registered migrant workers, while ignoring the millions of undocumented
workers, she said.

Asean members have been reluctant to receive unskilled migrant labourers despite

demand for them. Thailand has only 851,830 registered migrant workers — from Cambodia, Laos
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and Myanmar — with more than 1.5 million of them working here undocumented and thus lacking
proper protection for their rights and lives, she said.

Pranom urged Asean to pay more attention to undocumented and unskilled labourers as
the group steered toward 2015 integration in the AEC.

DIUAD: http://www.thai-aec.com/229#ixzz1xOZ6tA70

Asean Economic Community is coming in 2015

Posted in: AEC English Article 12 WEHN1AY 2555

Thailand may encounter both crises and opportunities when the Asean Economic
Community is implemented in a few years. But if Thais prepare thoroughly, the AEC would not
affect them that badly and they may even find opportunities, academics said recently.

However, after seeing no concrete move towards preparing for the AEC by the
government, Visanu Vongsinsirikul, director of Dhurakij Pundit University’s Asean Community
Preparation Centre (ACPC), the most influential body with the power to prepare the country for
changes, called on the government to think and act as soon as possible. Otherwise Thailand would
lag behind other countries rather than be able to grasp the opportunities.

“Thailand has advantages over other Asean countries in terms of geographical features,
weather, races and cost of living. The question is how can we make use of the advantages we
have?” he said.

“Foreign languages, English in particular, are our big problem. But we can learn them,”
he said.

“We cannot escape the AEC. Even if we don’t want to work in other Asean countries,
citizens from those countries will certainly come to work in Thailand,” he said.

The government should put preparing for the AEC on the national agenda.

“Prime Minister (Yingluck Shinawatra) should assign each ministry to study what it
should do and present its own proposals to the premier. Then, the ministries implement the
proposals. If the government tries to achieve good preparation and successfully does that, it will
be the government’s great accomplishment.”

ACPC is trying to educate people about the Asean community, including the AEC, to

help them understand Asean and inspire them to find possible opportunities in the new setup.
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ACPC has provided seminars and courses on the Asean community to requesting
agencies, including educational institutions, and has invited experts on Asean to share their
knowledge.

It has joined hands with the Thailand Development Research Institute to carry out
research on the state of preparation of institutions in basic, vocational and higher education in
Thailand and compare that to Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines and Indonesia.

The centre has also surveyed business owners on how they think the AEC will affect
their business, what they want the government to do to help and what kinds of employees they
want.

The ACPC will help them voice what they want so that they can seek assistance from
the government. The survey results will also be used as a guideline for education so educators
will adjust their curricula to produce more qualified workers for the AEC.

Entrepreneurs and educators should work together to revamp curricula.

However, most teachers do not understand the AEC well enough while officials at the
Education Ministry who shape policies show inadequate preparation.

The ministry should find more people with English communication skills and let them
teach at schools. The curricula revamp should encourage students to think analytically and be able
to solve problems so they are able to handle problems when growing up. Teachers should study
and understand the ways of life and cultures of other Asean countries, he added.

Wiriyah Ruechaipanit, founder and coach of www.eduzones.com, a popular education
site in Thailand, said students should keep four things in mind to deal with the coming challenges
from the AEC.

“Only a bachelor’s diploma is not enough. They should learn an occupation, like
cooking or haircutting, that will give them more job opportunities. They should learn how to
search for knowledge by themselves. When studying what they like, they should study it deeply.
Lastly, they should not forget to adhere to what people consider as morality,” he said.

“Now, teachers use only 50 per cent of their capacity. They are interested in and alert to
the challenges, but they have been working in the same system for a long time. I’'m not sure how
much they will be able to prepare students,” he said.

So, teachers should work harder and think “out of the box”, he added.
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Both academics recently hosted seminars together in each region of the country to
inspire teachers to prepare themselves and their students for the AEC. The ACPC plans to
organise more seminars in more provinces this year.

“Don’t wait until we experience the impact as it may be too late. We should prepare
ourselves first,” Visanu said as a warning to his fellow countrymen.

By: The Nation

DIUAD: http://www.thai-aec.com/139#ixzz1xOZWcS1S

Education key to AEC success

Posted in: AEC English Article 17 qumﬁuﬁ 2555

Time is running out. It is only three years until Thailand becomes part of the single
market system under the Asean Economic Community (AEC). Yet, the majority of people are still
not prepared to face the new challenge.

According to a recent poll in the Northeast by Khon Kaen University, more than half
the respondents have not heard of the AEC, and the situation is similar in other parts of the
country. This is a bad sign.

According to poll respondents, they want to know more about what the impacts of the
AEC on their lives will be. They also want the government to provide them with better language
and technological skills so they can make use of new opportunities. In short, people know what
they want. Yet, the country’s political instability over the past decade and the governments’
preoccupation with day-to-day politics have failed to prepare the populace for what is to come.

But even without divisive politics, ordinary folk still don’t have much chance of seeing
equitable benefits from the AEC, due to the inequitable education system and the Education
Ministry’s fierce resistance to reform.

Much has been said about the consistently poor teaching of English. But poor English is
only a small part of the problem created by the authoritarian and ultra-nationalist Education
Ministry.

Let’s face it. Many of the problems that will hinder Thailand’s smooth regional
integration come from the wrong ideas the education system puts into people’s heads. For

example, the myth of Thailand’s racial homogeneity and ultra-Thai nationalism. Lack of respect



|

86

for different ethnic identities has led to eight years of southern violence. Ultra nationalism will
continue to hurt relations and escalate conflicts with our neighbours.

In his recent speech at the Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre, Secretary-General of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations Surin Pitsuwan stressed the importance of education
reform if Thailand wants to enjoy AEC benefits. Firstly, accept cultural pluralism. Secondly, stop
rote learning, encourage independent thinking, flexibility, and the ability to explore and readjust.

Similarly critical of the education system, historian Thongchai Winichakul also stressed
the need for national Thai history to free itself from hyper nationalism which pits Thailand
against its neighbours, and to use the study of history to foster a critical mind instead.

Their advice should be heeded. Leaving the ultra-nationalist cocoon will enable Thais
to learn more about other Asean countries’ cultures and languages. Otherwise, the AEC
opportunities will pass them by.

Respect for cultural diversity, meanwhile, will enable mainstream society to value its
Malay, Lao, and Khmer-speaking communities because their language skills and cultural
affinities can help the country boost relations and economic activities with other Asean members
more effectively. This new appreciation will lead to state support for cultural pluralism, not ethnic
suppression as is the case now. Meanwhile, a critical study of history which does not make people
see history as part of their identity will open minds, encourage open discussions, promote
tolerance, and strengthen political maturity. This is exactly what we need to make peace possible
amid ethnic and ideological differences.

Without education reform, the country cannot maximise AEC opportunities. Any AEC
benefits will be concentrated in the hands of the privileged few who are already well-equipped for
change. With the slim chance of the AEC helping narrow the country’s outrageous disparities,
hopes of ending our dangerously divisive politics remain as far off as ever.

By: Bangkok Post

01UAD: http://www.thai-aec.com/207#ixzz1x0ZsZhOQ
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