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Juniant Wawasan Brunei 2035

Brunei Darussalam has practised an integrated and systematic socio-economic planning
since the early 1950s, realized through eight series of five-year National Development Plan or
Rancangan Kemajuan Negara (RKN). The development strategies pursued over these RKN had
been the keys to the successful creation of wealth in the economy, improvement in the quality of
life of the people, political stability, and maintaining a clean and healthy environment. However,
other equally important development objectives such as maintaining full employment, widening
the non-oil and gas industry, and the advancement of the ‘Rakyat Melayu’ as leaders of industry
and commerce have not been fully accomplished. It has been established that the country’s
current wealth, socio-economic achievements, stability and good environment condition are by no
means adequate and sustainable for future generations.

The Government has recognised the vital and urgent needs for the economy and its
people to be highly competitive, productive and innovative. There is an increasing need to create
a highly-skilled and entrepreneur-minded labour force. These requirements are important in order
to adapt to today’s highly competitive and rapidly changing global economic climate. It was out
of these circumstances that the Long Term Development Plan (LTDP) was formulated, covering
the period 2007-2035. It comprises of the Wawasan Brunei 2035 in which a series of RKN
Rancangan Kemajuan Negara (National Development Plan) are set within the longer-term
Outline of Strategies and Policies for Development (OSPD) with reviews to be conducted at the
midpoint of these five-year plans. To sustain and enhance its achievements, the Government has

for d a long-term devel

framework for a 30-year period. The framework provides
for a National Vision, OSPD and RKN. The National Vision called Wawasan
Brunei 2035 has well-defined goals: By 2035, Brunei Darussalam as a nation is to be

T

gnised ‘for the lisk of its ed d and highly skilled people as measured by the

highest international standards; quality of life that is among the top 10 nations in the world; and a
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dynamic and sustainable economy with income per capita within the top 10 countries in the
world.

To realise the National Vision for 2035, Brunei Darussalam has identified eight
strategies with reference to different dimensions of development. These strategies are:

(i) education strategy; (ii) economic strategy; (iii) security strategy; (iv) institutional
development strategy; (v) local business development strategy; (vi) infrastructure development
strategy; (vii) social security strategy; and (viii) environment strategy.

These strategies have been conceptualised as follows:

1. Education strategy is to prepare the youth for employment and achievement in a
world that is increasingly competitive and knowledge-based.

2. Economic strategy is to create new employment for the people and expand business
opportunities within Brunei Darussalam through the promotion of investment (foreign and
domestic) both in downstream industries as well as in economic clusters beyond the oil and gas
industry.

3. Security strategy is to safeguard political stability and sovereignty as a nation and
link our defence and diplomatic capabilities and our capacity to respond to threats from disease
and natural catastrophe.

4. Institutional development strategy is to enhance good governance in both the public
and private sectors, high quality public services, modern and pragmatic legal and regulatory
frameworks and efficient government procedures that entail a minimum of bureaucratic ‘red
tapes’.

5. Local business development strategy is to enhance opportunities for local Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) as well as enable Brunei Malays to achieve leadership in
business and industry by developing greater competitive strength.

6. Infrastructure development strategy is to ensure continued investments by the
Government and through public-private sector partnerships in developing and maintaining world-
class infrastructure with special emphasis placed on education, health and industry.

7. Social security strategy is to ensure that, as the nation prospers, all citizens are

properly cared for.
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8. Environmental strategy is to ensure the proper conservation of our natural
environment and cultural habitat. It will provide health and safety in line with the highest
international practices.

The first OSPD (2007-2017) has elaborated the 8 strategies underlined in the Wawasan
Brunei 2035 through 50 policy directions. This will guide policy makers and implementers in
preparing development programmes or projects for a period of 10 years towards accomplishing
the Wawasan goals. In view of the cross-cutting nature of government policies and programmes,
the multi-faceted nature of all the 50 policy directions, and the need to appropriately sequence all
policies and programmes, the programmes and projects in RKN 2007-2012 are designed along
four development thrusts. They are: (i) widening economic base and strengthening the foundation
for a Knowledge-Based Economy (KBE); (ii) accelerating social progress and maintaining
political stability; (iii) enlarging the pool of highly skilled labour force; and (iv) strengthening the
institutional capacity.

The Government has also in place a Monitoring and Evaluation System for the LTDP
in terms of KPIs.

The development portfolio envisaged by the Government not only covers a wider
canvas which would sustain Millenium Development Goals targets but will also raise the
minimum reference levels used for defining the MDGs. For instance, the goal for literacy will not
only measure the literacy rate, i.e. the ability to read and write, but will cover a wider spectrum of

learning abilities.
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