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JOINT PRESSSTATEMENT AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE DISCUSSIONS
BETWEEN OIC DELEGATION, LED BY H.E. SAYED K. EL-MASRY, AND
THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, LED BY MR. KRIT GARNJANA-

GOONCHORN, ON 7 JUNE 2005
June 7, 2005, 4:45 pm

By the invitation of the Thai Government, the OIC delegation paid a goodwill and
orientation visit to Thailand during 2 —13 June 2005. The OIC visit followed the visit
by the Thai delegation led by Mr. Nissai Vgjgjiva, Special Envoy of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairsto OIC in Jeddah, on 5 March 2005 in response to the concern
expressed by OIC regarding the situation in the southern provinces of Thailand.

In light of concern expressed by OIC, the delegation would gather first-hand
information and facts concerning the situation that would enable OIC membersto
have a better understanding of the events that have occurred in the southern provinces
of Thailand.

The OIC delegation expressed its appreciation for the facilities rendered by the Thai
Government in arranging their itinerary. The members of the delegation met and had
consultations with the Sheikul Islam, provincial Islamic committees and local
religious and community leaders and a number of non-governmental organizations.
OIC dso held discussions with government officials including Deputy Prime Minister
Pol. Gen. Chitcha Wannasathit, Foreign Minister Kantathi Suphamongkhon, and
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Krit Garnjana-
Goonchorn as well as met victims and those directly affected by the tragic incidents at
Krue Seand Tak Bai.

The OIC delegation also paid a courtesy cal on Mr. Anand Panyarachun, Chairman
of the National Reconciliation Commission and former Prime Minister of Thailand.

The OIC delegation held discussions and frank exchanges of view with the Thai side
covering arange of spectrum of opinions.

The OIC delegation visited the southern provinces of Thailand, predominantly
inhabited by Thai Muslims, which included the Krue Se Mosque, Tak Bai district
police station, where the tragic event took place during 2004, as well as observed other
sites of violent incidents perpetrated by militants.

The OIC delegation reiterated that the visit was not intended to intervene in the
internal affairs of Thailand. OIC reaffirmed its long standing policy of not supporting
separatism and sectarianism; respecting Thailand’s sovereignty; and condemning the
acts of violence from all quarters and terror against innocent civilians.

The Thai side explained that the situation in the southern provinces of Thailand had
been marked by relative peace and religious harmony prior to the outbreak of violence
in January 2004. The Thai side also pointed out that there was no discrimination
against Thai Muslims and they are not treated as minorities, and, under the
Constitution, they enjoy the same political and civil liberties and freedom of religion
asany Thai citizen. It was evident that the current situation in the south, particularly
in the three southern provinces of Thailand, are being instigated by militants who
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have resorted to terror and violence directed at innocent civilians both Thai Muslims
and Buddhists.

After discussions with the Thai side, OIC delegation reaffirmed that the situation in
the southern provinces of Thailand, was not areligious conflict.

The Thai side recognized the Krue Se and Tak Bai incidents as national tragedies,
which resulted from failure of the officersin properly discharging their assigned
functions and duties and reaffirmed that findings of the Independent Fact-Finding
Committees are in the process of implementation and that those found to have
committed wrong doings would be subject to the due process of law to avoid the
climate of impunity.

OIC delegation expressed hope that the Thai Government would take steps to prevent
arecurrence of the incidents and that the security personnel concerned would be
better trained and equipped in handling crowd control based on international best
practices, particularly to observe the UN minimum standards in handling crowd
situation.

OIC delegation welcomed steps taken by the Thai government to provide
compensation to the victims of the Tak Bai and Krue Se incidents and their families,
especially financial and educational assistance as well as counseling, vocational
training and sponsoring for Haj pilgrimage. The OIC del egation emphasized that full
redress should include economically accessible damages, |oss of opportunities,
including employment, and a psychological rehabilitation.

OIC delegation appreciated the intensification of efforts being made by the Thai
government to address the situation in the southern provinces of Thailand in a
comprehensive and long-term manner to meet the economic and social needs and to
address the specific need in term of religious education of the people in the south as
well as promote the process of national reconciliation, and encourage the government
to address the root causes of the problem through dialogue as part of the reconciliation
efforts. The Tha side assured that dialogue was an integral part of the reconciliation
process, under the Commission headed by Mr. Anand Panyarachun.

In response to queries made by the OIC delegation on the application of martial law,
the Tha side explained that martial law was only atemporary measure and does not
substantially curtail fundamental human rights as enshrined in Thailand’s Constitution
and internationa obligations.

Both sides regarded the visit as fruitful and constructive and the Thai government
expressed hope that the OIC del egation would report its findings to its members
before the 32rd session of Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers on 28-30 June
2005 in Sana’a, Republic of Yemen.

The delegation reaffirmed OIC’s readiness to extend to the Thai government
cooperation in any way through OIC itself and its affiliated organizations, such as
IDB, for the well being of the Muslim community in Thailand.

7 June 2005
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PRESS RELEASE

H.E. DR. ABDULLAH BADAWI, PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE OIC SUMMIT VISITS THE OIC GENERAL SECRETARIAT

The Chairman of the Tenth Islamic Summit Conference H.E. Dr. Abdullah
Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysia, held a meeting with H.E. the OIC Secretary-
General Professor Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu at the headquarters of the General
Secretariat on 19 February 2005 to address a number of issues of interest to the
Muslim world. At the end of the meeting His Excellency the Secretary-General
declared that he discussed with H.E. the Prime Minister a number of issues
relevant to the Muslim world, including the situation of Muslims in Arakane,
Republic of Myanmar, and the bloody incidents in Southern Thailand. H.E. the
Secretary-General expressed his serious dissatisfaction at the persisting bloody
acts of violence perpetrated against Muslims in Southern Thailand in spite of the
appeals launched by the OIC and the international community to the government
of Thailand to put an end to these violations which caused hundreds of victims
among citizens. The Secretary-General renewed his appeal to the government of
Thailand about the need to carry out a just and urgent investigation into the
causes of these incidents and to put an end to them, as well as the need to give
due importance to achieving the global economic and social development in
Southern Thailand without discrimination and irrespective of the results of the
elections to be held in the country. He called also for preparing the environment
conducive to security, social peace and security in Southern Thailand.

The meeting also addressed the current military escalation in Southern
Philippines that led to hundreds of innocent victims. In this connection, the
Secretary-General renewed his appeal to the government of the Republic of the
Philippines and to the other parties to cease fire immediately, to not escalate
tension and to opt for dialogue as a unique means to achieve security and
stability in Southern Philippines. His Excellency stated that he requested the OIC
Committee of Eight, mandated to examine the situation in Southern Philippines,
to convene urgently in order to discuss ways and means to end the escalation and
go back to political and constructive dialogue.

Jeddah: 21 February 2005.
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Joint Press Statement of H.E. Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), and H.E. Mr. Nitya
Pibulsonggram, Minister of Foreign Affairsof the Kingdom of Thailand, at
the conclusion of the OIC delegation’s official visit to Thailand on 1 May 2007
May 14, 2007, 1:38 am

1. Upon theinvitation of the Royal Thai Government, H.E. Prof. Ekmeleddin
Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the OIC, accompanied by a high level delegation,
paid an official visit to Thailand from 30th April to 1st May 2007. The OIC
delegation’s visit precedes the Foreign Minister’s participation in the upcoming
34th Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministersin Islamabad, during 15-17 May
2007.

2. The OIC delegation was received by the Prime Minister, General Surayud
Chulanont; President of the Council for National Security, General Sonthi
Boonyaratglin; Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Nitya Pibulsonggram; and
Minister of Interior, Mr. Aree Wongaraya. The OIC delegation aso held
discussions with the Director of the Southern Border Provinces Administrative
Center (SBPAC), Mr. Pranai Suwanrath; Provincial Governors of the Southern
Border Provinces as well as with former Prime Minister and former Chairman of
the National Reconciliation Commission, Mr. Anand Panyarachun; and former
Foreign Minister, Dr. Surin Pitsuwan.

3. The OIC delegation also visited the Foundation of the Islamic Centre of
Thailand (FICT) and held consultations with representatives of the Thai Muslim
community as well as representatives of several non-governmental organizations
and religious and community leaders.

4. The visit was marked by candid and constructive discussions between the OIC
delegation and a comprehensive range of organizations, distinguished persons and
government agencies.

5. The visit reflects the deep interest and sincere efforts of the OIC to follow the
devel opments and further examine the conditions of the Thai Muslimsin the
Southern Border Provinces as well as throughout Thailand. During the official
discussions, the OIC delegation was fully briefed on Thailand’s endeavor to
address the problem through reconciliation and by peaceful means.

6. The OIC delegation expressed its concern over the prevailing situation in the
Southern Border Provinces where the climate of violence has continued and the
safety of innocent persons compromised. To further build-up the trust and
confidence of the local population and allay any concern over issues of impunity
and injustice, the ongoing process of accountability should be accelerated, coupled
with prompt and effective investigation of any allegation of human rights abuses
and promoting the rule of law in al fields. The OIC delegation believes that the
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long-term solution should entail granting the people of the region greater
responsibility in governing effectively their local affairs, within the framework of
the Tha Constitution.

7. The OIC delegation welcomed the assurances of the Thai Government that
resolving the unrest in Thailand’s Southern Border Provinces remains a national
agenda and top priority of the Thai Government. The OIC delegation also
welcomed the Government’s commitment to address the root causes of the
problem through a comprehensive approach based on reconciliation and
accommodation. The Tha side emphasized the importance of this comprehensive
approach in improving the overall quality of life, through strengthening the judicial
system, encouragement of people’s participation in local administration, and
promotion of economic, social and educational development, with respect for
identity, culture and religion. The OIC delegation welcomed the measures of
cooperation and partnership agreed upon between Thailand and the neighboring
countriesin this regard.

8. The Thai side acquainted the OIC delegation about the Government’s pilot
project in the field of education where, a present, 12 demonstration schools have
begun teaching in both Thai and local languages. Based on the Education Plan for
the Southern Border Provinces recently adopted by the Cabinet, 1slamic subjects
shall beincluded in the local state-owned schools’ curricula.

9. The Thai side further informed the visiting del egation that measures are being
taken to enhance the application of ShariaLaw to family-related casesin the
Southern Border Provinces.

10. The OIC delegation reaffirmed their support for the Prime Minister’s
conciliatory gesture and policies towards the Thai Muslim community. Both sides
emphasized the importance of introducing additional confidence building
measures. They expressed hope that these efforts would pave the way for a
sustainable and peaceful solution. The OIC delegation further confirmed its
readiness to help and positively contribute to the success of this process. The Thai
side welcomed this offer.

11. The OIC delegation noted with satisfaction that Thai Muslims throughout
Thailand, including those in the Southern Border Provinces, enjoy full freedomin
exercising their religious rights as do Thais of other religions. The OIC delegation
reiterated that the situation in the South is not areligious conflict, but a conflict
that isrelated to political, civil, and socio-economic rights.

12. Both sides reiterated their grave concern over the massive loss of lives among
Thai citizens being Muslims, Buddhists or other faiths and denounced the
indiscriminate violence against innocent civilians. This climate of violence
instigated by attacks on civilians, from any quarter, had adversely affected the
human rights situation and should not be allowed to continue.
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13. The Thal side assured the OIC delegation of the importance that the Thai
Government attaches to thorough investigation in all cases and in particular to the
ongoing judicial process in the case of Mr. Somchai Neelaphaijit, former Chairman
of the Muslim Lawyers

Association. The Thai Government outlined the remedial measures taken to
provide assistance to the families of those affected from the Krue Se and Tak Bal
incidents, which include financial assistance, scholarships and living alowances
for children, as well as other forms of social assistance.

14. The OIC delegation welcomed the Thai Government’s decision, immediately
after taking office, to drop all charges against the 58 protestors arrested during the
Tak Bai incident. Both sides reiterated that the judicial process based on the rule of
law, evidence and transparency is of utmost importance in creating an environment
of trust, justice, peace and security, so asto ensure that no climate of impunity
exists.

15. The OIC delegation expressed its appreciation for the productive cooperation
between Thailand and members of the OIC in awide range of areas including
education, public health, Halal food, tourism and looked forward to continued
partnership in the future. The Thai side expressed its readiness to further
strengthen the partnership and exchange knowledge and experiences in areas of
mutual interest through initiatives such as the Workshop on Avian Influenza
Prevention and Control to be held in June 2007 in Cairo and the proposed 2nd
International 1slamic Economic, Culture and Tourism Conference in Bangkok.

16. Both sides reiterated their readiness to expand their constructive cooperation
with aview to enabling the people of the Southern Border Provinces to assume the
responsibilities over their domestic affairs through a decentralization process that
allows the people to practice their own cultural and linguistic specificity and
manage their natural resourcesin full respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Thailand.

17. Both sides deplore the non-objective campaign from any quarter, which
contains disinformation and misinformation, intentionally or unintentionally,
spreads hatred and contributes to creating a climate of fear and instability. To this
end, both sides underlined the imperatives of employing a holistic approach in
achieving reconciliation and integration while promoting cultural and religious
tolerance.

18. The OIC delegation expressed its appreciation for the excellent arrangements
and generous hospitality extended to the delegation by the Thai side in the spirit of
mutual respect which helped bring about a successful conclusion of the visit.
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