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Distinguished guests,
Colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, I wish to inform you that H.E. Mrs. Busaya Mathelin, Ambassador of Thailand, was supposed to deliver an opening remarks for this occasion. However, unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, she cannot join us today, so she has asked me to convey her apology and also asked me to deliver her remarks as follows.
On behalf of the Royal Thai Embassy and Team Thailand in Madrid which consists of the Office of Commercial Affairs, the Tourism Authority of Thailand, Thai Airways International Public Company Limited and the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Company, let me extend a very warm welcome to all of you to this Thai Festival. It is really a great pleasure and honour for me to be here with you, and thank you so much for taking time off your busy schedules to join us this afternoon. 
We are organizing this event with the main objective to promote better understanding and increase awareness of Thailand by introducing various aspect of our country – be they cultural performances, arts and crafts, Thai products and of course our world famous Thai cuisine, to name just a few.  

Given the importance that we attach to promoting cultural diplomacy, we have been organizing various cultural events in Spain over the past years. In June last year, for example, we organized a Thai Festival at the Vaguada Shopping Mall in Madrid with lots of success. So this year we have decided to organize a Thai Festival in Barcelona. The Royal Thai Embassy will also organize a Thai Gastronomic and Cultural Week from 18th to 25th June in Madrid. 
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is the first Thai Festival that we have organized in Barcelona. The reason we have chosen Barcelona is simple. Barcelona is undoubtedly one of the most important cities in the Mediterranean. It is widely recognized as a major centre of economic and technological progress, an innovation hub with excellent infrastructures, business friendliness and liberal trade and investment policy. Barcelona is also a world famous tourist city with a rich cultural heritage, and indeed a multicultural society that is open to the world.  
That is why we have brought our Thai culinary professors, traditional dancers, Thai products, handicrafts, as well as Thai traditional massage here so that you can have a first-hand experience of Thailand and its culture. I am certain that these activities will help promote closer people-to-people contacts which, in turn, will help further strengthen relations between our two countries. I also look forward to working closely with Barcelona’s public and private sectors to deepen our cooperation in all areas of mutual interest. 
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me take this opportunity to update you on the current political situation in Thailand following the taking of control of national administration by the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) on 22 May. The intervention by the NCPO was the last resort to stop the violence and break the prolonged political deadlock witnessed during the previous government and to restore peace and stability.
In order to move the country forward, the NCPO has presented a three-phrase roadmap to achieve national reconciliation and social harmony through political, economic and social reforms before calling a general election. What has happened should therefore not be viewed as a step backward for democracy, but rather as an attempt to bring about democratic consolidation in Thailand. We understand the concern of the international community that highly values democracy, however, we would like to ask for their understanding and patience in allowing us time to reform in order to put the country back on track towards free and fair elections and restore full democracy.
I wish to reassure you of Thailand’s intention to continue our proactive foreign policy, especially in ASEAN, the United Nations and other multilateral fora. All diplomatic relations between Thailand and foreign nations remains unchanged and our commitment under various international obligations will also be respected. In addition, Thailand, with rich cultural heritage and great hospitality of our people, continues to welcome tourists from all over the world. Major tourist destinations around Thailand remain virtually unaffected and are safe to travel.
Finally, allow me to extend my appreciation to Barcelona’s City Hall, Casa Asia, and the Tourism Office de Barcelona for their kind help and assistance to make this event happen. 
I now have the honour and pleasure of declaring open the Thai Festival 2014. Thank you and have a wonderful afternoon.
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