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Remarks by H.E. Mrs. Busaya Mathelin, Ambassador of Thailand, at the Thai Night Cocktail Reception, Hotel InterContinental, Madrid, 23 June 2014 at 19.30 hrs. 

------------------

Excellencies, 

Distinguished guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Buenas noches y bienvenidos a esta recepción de Thai Night. It is a great pleasure for me to be here with you this evening and thank you for accepting the invitation. 
This reception is part of the Thai Gastronomic and Cultural Week that the Embassy is organizing in collaboration with Hotel InterContinental from 18th to 25th of June. Our objective is to promote better understanding and increase awareness of Thailand and her culture through cultural performance and  our world-famous Thai cuisine. 
 What we have been doing and continue to do is to promote closer people-to-people contacts which will help further strengthen relations between our two countries. I look forward to working closely with you all to deepen our cooperation in all areas of mutual interest. 

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me update you on the current political situation in Thailand following the taking control of national administration by the National Council for Peace and Order or NCPO on the 22nd of May. 
The intervention by the NCPO was deemed necessary to restore peace and order. The NCPO's primary focus is to maintain national security, administer the country, ease people's economic hardship and establish reconciliation and social harmony.
As the situation returns to normal, the curfew was lifted  throughout the country 10 days ago. Normal functioning of the administration , calm on  streets and easing of restrictions have led to rising business confidence and positive economic outlook. 
The index of the Stock Exchange of Thailand is on a  rebound with a record high and more than 20 % gain in value since November 2013. Thailand’s consumer confidence index has improved for the first time in 14 months.

Foreign business communities in Thailand have expressed their satisfaction with this positive development. The Joint Foreign Chamber of Commerce in Thailand has publicly expressed its support for the NCPO’s actions.    
The NCPO has announced a clear roadmap comprising 3 stages to return the country towards a fully functioning and sustainable democracy.
The first stage is to achieve national reconciliation and to heal divisiveness in the society. Reconciliation centers have been established throughout the country. This stage is envisaged to cover 2 to 3 months. 
The second stage is a setting up of a Legislative Council. There will be an Interim Prime Minister and Cabinet by August. A Reform Council will also be set up to address underlying problems of political conflict and bring about reforms to consolidate democratic institutions. This phase will take about one year.
The third stage is holding a general election under a democratic system which is acceptable by all sides. 
Therefore what has happened in Thailand should not be viewed as a retreat from democracy, but rather as an opportunity to strengthen and consolidate our democratic institutions through reconciliation and reform. This is a challenging period for us. It is a healing process. But we are confident that we will get back on a democratic path. 
Thailand appreciates and understands our friends’ concerns. But now is also the time for friends to support Thailand and continue to engage with us as we work towards a return to a full democracy. We are the second largest economy in ASEAN and have every intention to continue to play an active role in foreign policy

In addition, Thailand, with its rich cultural heritage and world renowned “Thai hospitality”, continues to welcome tourists from all over the world. I wish to assure you that   major tourist destinations around Thailand remain virtually unaffected and are safe to travel.  So please do not hesitate to visit Thailand when you can.
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before I finish, allow me to extend my appreciation to the Department of  Information,  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, the cultural troupe from the Thai Ministry of Culture  and the culinary professors  from Suan Dusit Rajabhat University for their collaboration and contribution which have made this event possible. 
Thank you and have a wonderful evening.
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