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Thailand’s position as a leading global hub of
medical tourism will be strengthened when the
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) takes shape
as a vast single market. Thailand is home to some of
Asia’s best medical facilities, featuring state-of-the-
art equipment and overseas-trained doctors who op-
erate at international standards. The nation provides
quality care at a fraction of the cost of procedures in
many other countries.

Thailand: Medical Hub of Asia
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Medical tourism in Thailand is popular especially
among visitors from Europe, the Middle East, North
America and Asia. They come for a variety of services,
including major surgery such as heart bypass, heart
valve replacement, angioplasty, hip replacement and
spinal fusion. In a cost comparison example, a heart
bypass runs about US$130,000 in the United States,
US$20,000 in Singapore but only US$11,000 in Thai-
land. An angioplasty costs US$50,000 in America yet

is just US$13,000 in Thailand.
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In 2015, the 10 member countries of ASEAN
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) are to launch
the AEC as a single market. Tariffs will be eliminated
and investment sectors liberalized between Thailand,
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar, Brunei and the Philippines. A free
flow of goods, services and capital will blossom across
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Thailand’s JCI Accreditation Hospitals
Bangkok Hasgital ;
Bangiok Hout Hospa
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Bangkok Hospital Pattaya
Banghok Hosgital Phuiat B " !
Bangkok Intemational Clinic CoPC: s
BMH Hospital
. Samitivej Hospital Srinakarin
Samitive] Hospital Sukhumeil
10. Samisivej Hospital Sriracha
11. Viejthani Hospital
12 Barungred Hosgital
13, Chiangrnai Ram Hospilal
14_Synghaat Hospital
15. Ramkhamhaeng Hospital
16. Praram 2 Hospital
17.¥anhee Hozpital
18. Kenthave] Hospilal

Foreign Patients to Thai Hospitals, 2002-2011
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Popular Procedures for
Thailand’s Medical Service

Easy and convenient
procedures, visitors find
such process so stress-free
and relaxing.
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There are 58 HA/ISO-certified hospitals, 18 JCI-accredited
medical care centers and four with CCPC certification. Those
boasting CCPC, or Clinical Care Program Certification
awarded to institutions demonstrating excellence in the treat-
ment of specific conditions, are Bangkok Hospital Medical
Center (for heart and cancer work), Bumrungrad Interna-
tional (heart, diabetes and kidney), Samitivej Srinakarin Hos-
pital (back and heart) and Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital

(heart, lung and knee).
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some 1,400 public and private hospitals are situated far
and wide throughout the country. Besides in the capital
Bangkok, this includes internationally accredited hos-
pitals at Pattaya, Phuket, Samui, Hua Hin, Chiang Mai
and Chiang Rai. Making medical tourism convenient,
such places are also popular tourist destinations, with
Bangkok for shopping, nightlife and ancient palaces;
Pattaya, Phuket, Samui and Hua Hin for beaches and
seafood; and Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai for scenic

mountains and valleys.
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