Thailand

By Royal Thai Embassy, Ottawa

Thailand's Aviation Sector

A Strategic Gateway for Canadian Investment
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As governments and businesses diversify supply chains and deepen engagement
across the Indo-Pacific, aviation has emerged as far more than a transportation industry.
It is a strategic platform connecting trade, investment, advanced manufacturing, digital

technologies, tourism, and regional economic integration.



For Canada, whose Indo-Pacific Strategy prioritizes stronger economic
engagement with Southeast Asia, Thailand presents a compelling destination for
investment and commercial partnerships in one of the world's fastest-growing aviation

markets.

Thailand's geographic location has long been one of its greatest competitive
advantages. Positioned at the heart of mainland Southeast Asia and within a four-hour
flight of every ASEAN capital, the country provides direct access to a regional market of
nearly 700 million people. Coupled with a diversified manufacturing base, globally
competitive tourism industry, extensive logistics infrastructure, and numerous free trade
agreements, Thailand is uniquely positioned to serve as a regional aviation and logistics

hub.

The country's aviation sector has rebounded strongly following the COVID-19
pandemic. In fiscal year 2024, Airports of Thailand (AOT), which operates Thailand's six
international airports, handled a record 119.3 million passengers, an increase of 19.2 per
cent over the previous year. The six AOT airports also recorded 732,688 aircraft
movements, while cargo throughput reached 1.42 million tonnes, up 23.1 per cent
year-on-year. These figures reflect not only the recovery of international travel but also

Thailand's expanding role as a regional gateway for trade, tourism, and air cargo.

Thailand is translating this momentum into major investments in airport
expansion and aviation infrastructure. Suvarnabhumi Airport is being expanded from its
current capacity of approximately 65 million passengers to 120 million passengers
annually under its long-term master plan. Don Mueang International Airport is
increasing capacity from 30 million to 40 million passengers annually through its Phase
lIl expansion. Meanwhile, the development of U-Tapao International Airport and Eastern
Aviation City within the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) is creating Thailand's

next-generation aviation cluster. Once fully developed, U-Tapao International Airport is



expected to accommodate up to 60 million passengers annually while serving as a centre
for maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO), aerospace manufacturing, aviation
training, logistics, and air cargo. Together, these projects will significantly strengthen

Thailand's position as one of Southeast Asia's leading aviation hubs.

For Canadian companies, these developments represent significant commercial

opportunities.

Canada is home to one of the world's largest aerospace industries, employing
more than 218,000 people and contributing approximately CS29 billion to national GDP
each year. Canadian firms are internationally recognized for their expertise in aircraft
manufacturing, airport technologies, flight simulation, air navigation systems, advanced
materials, sustainable aviation, and aerospace research. These capabilities align closely
with Thailand's growing demand for technology, innovation, skilled workforce

development, and sustainable aviation solutions.



The two countries offer highly complementary strengths. Thailand provides
strategic market access, world-class infrastructure, competitive manufacturing
capabilities, and a rapidly expanding aviation ecosystem. Canada contributes advanced
technologies, globally recognized aerospace expertise, and a strong culture of
innovation. Together, these strengths create opportunities for investment, joint
ventures, technology partnerships, research collaboration, workforce development,

airport management, and sustainable aviation.

As Canada strengthens its economic presence in the Indo-Pacific, aviation offers a
practical and commercially attractive platform for expanding bilateral cooperation.
Stronger partnerships among governments, businesses, universities, and research
institutions can enhance regional connectivity, strengthen resilient supply chains, and

unlock new investment opportunities that benefit both countries.

Aviation has always connected people and places. Increasingly, it also connects
innovation, investment, and economic opportunity. As Thailand continues to strengthen
its position as one of Southeast Asia's leading aviation hubs, Canadian businesses are

well positioned to become partners in the next phase of its growth.
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Thailand at a Glance

Indicator Latest Figure

ASEAN market Nearly 700 million people

AQT passengers (FY2024) 119.3 million

Aircraft movements (FY2024) 732,688 movements



Air cargo (FY2024) 1.42 million tonnes

Suvarnabhumi Airport capacity 65 million — 120 million passengers/year

Don Mueang Airport capacity 30 million — 40 million passengers/year

U-Tapao Airport capacity 3 million — 60 million passengers/year
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