
About Us
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The mission of Thai CDC is “to advance 
the social and economic well-being of 
low and moderate income Thais and 

other ethnic communities in the greater 
Los Angeles area through a broad 
and comprehensive community 

development strategy including human 
rights advocacy, affordable housing, 

access to healthcare, promotion of small 
businesses, neighborhood 

empowerment, and social enterprises.

Thai Community Development Center
Tel. (323)468 2555
WWW. Thaicdc.org

Farmers' Market

Legal
Unit

Vaccination Clinic

Small Business Program

WELCOME

Affordable housing



AGENDA

START UP GUIDE

COTTAGE FOOD BUSINESS

STREET VENDOR

EVENT/FAIR VENDOR



START UP GUIDE

https://business.lacity.gov/start/starter-kits

LA Business Portal



START UP GUIDE

https://business.lacity.gov/start/starter-kits

Employer 
Identification 
Number (EIN)

Business entities
Fictitious Business 

Name
BTRC Seller's Permit

State payroll tax 
account

-Requires that within 45 
days of filing, the registrant 
must publish a statement in 
a newspaper of general 
circulation once a week for 
four consecutive weeks
-expires five years



BUSINESS ENTITIES



LIMITED LIABILITY



BTRC & SELLER'S PERMIT

Small Business Exemption
Effective January 1, 2007, a small business with $100,000 or less 
of taxable and nontaxable gross receipts within and out of the 
City, may qualify for a Small Business Exemption.

Annual renewal

You must obtain a seller's permit if you:
•Are engaged in business in California and
•Intend to sell or lease tangible personal property that would 
ordinarily be subject to sales tax if sold at retail.

As a permit holder, you are required to:
Report and pay sales and use taxes
Keep adequate records

https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/services/#Register-Renewals


START UP GUIDE

https://business.lacity.gov/start/starter-kits

Employer 
Identification 
Number (EIN)

Business entities
Fictitious Business 

Name
BTRC Seller's Permit

State payroll tax 
account

If you have one or more employees, you will need to register as an employer with 
the State of California's Employment Development Department. You should register 
within 15 days once you have paid an employee more than $100 in a calendar 
quarter. Registering as an employer will make you subject to state payroll 
taxes, including the Unemployment Insurance Tax, State Disability 
Insurance, Employment Training Tax and other withholdings.





HOME-BASED COTTAGE FOOD

• Cottage Food Operation - AB 1616

AB 1616, the California Homemade Food Act, 
was signed into law by Governor Brown on 
September 21, 2012 and became effective on 
January 1, 2013. This new law allows certain 
foods, known as Cottage Foods, to be made in 
private homes and sold to the public. 
Individuals who own and run these home-based 
businesses are known as Cottage Food 
Operators (CFOs).
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COTTAGE FOOD OPERATION

• You can use your home's kitchen for the preparation, packaging, storage, or handling of 

cottage food products, as well as the ingredients and equipment that you use to make 

these products. Attached rooms within the home are to be used only for storage.

• you are allowed to prepare only non-potentially 

hazardous foods in the home you live in. The food you 

wish to prepare must be listed on the State's approved list 

of food products, provided below. You are allowed to sell 

the food

• There are no direct US mail sales and/or shipments of Cottage 

Food items to customers



DOES YOUR 
BUSINESS 

QUALIFY AS A 
“COTTAGE 

FOOD 
OPERATION”?

Prioritize

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. 

Authorize

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. 

Monetize

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. 

12

Gross Revenue 
$50000/Year



STARTING THE 
APPLICATION 
PROCESS FOR YOUR 
COTTAGE FOOD 
OPERATION
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STARTING THPPE APPLICATION PROCESS 
FOR YOUR COTTAGE FOOD OPERATION

Decide is what cottage food you will be selling

(What kind of food ?)
Decide

how you will sell the food

(Direct or Indirect)
Sell

Class A or Class BClass



APPROVED COTTAGE FOODS –MARCH 10, 2023

1
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"Potentially hazardous food” means a food that requires time/temperature 
control for safety to limit pathogenic microorganism growth or toxin formation. 
Non-potentially hazardous foods do not require time or temperature control.



APPROVED COTTAGE FOODS –MARCH 10, 2023

1
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APPROVED 
COTTAGE FOODS –

MARCH 10, 2023
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Class A Class B

- Sell directly to the consumer
- required to register with LA DPH
- Submit a "self-certification compliance 

checklist"

- Direct sales can be made:
• From your home
• At holiday bazaars or temporary events, 

bake sales or food swaps *
• At farm stands and Certified Farmers' 

Markets *
• Through community-supported agriculture 

subscription *

-Sell directly to the consumer, as with Class A and 
may also sell indirectly to consumers within Los 
Angeles County
-Required to register and obtain a permit from LA 
DPH
-A permit is issued only after our inspection has 
verified that your home kitchen meets 
requirements. 

In addition to direct sales, indirect sales can be 
made to:
• Permitted restaurant
• Permitted grocery/ food market retail
• Permitted mobile food facility (i.e. food trucks)



CLASS A
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Class A Registration: $118.00

Register for Class A Cottage Food Operator online

Register/Submit 
(Label)

LA DPH contact to 
make a payment 
($118/ Annually)

Receive the 
registration number 

within 20 days

https://laceh.cacottagefood.com/servlet/gu
est?service=0&formId=205&enterprise=26

- General Information
- Water Source
- Food Products
- Sample label
- Self –certification checklists
- Certifications (Food handler)



CLASS B
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Class B Permit (includes review & permit): $292.00

-A "Class B" CFO is required to register and obtain 
a permit from LA DPH

-A permit is issued only after our inspection has 
verified that your home kitchen meets 
requirements

-Register Class B Cottage Food Operator 
application online 
https://laceh.cacottagefood.com/servlet/guest?se
rvice=0&formId=204&enterprise=26

(NO Self-inspection checklists part)

-After submit application the LA DPH will contact 
the business to make an appointment for the 
inspection

Register

Contact via email 
to make a 
payment 

($292/Annually)

Make the 
appointment for 

inspection

Public Health 
Permit (Facility 

ID) number

https://laceh.cacottagefood.com/servlet/guest?service=0&formId=204&enterprise=26


21

LABEL REQUIREMENT
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CONCLUSION

23

Decide is what cottage food you will be selling

(What kind of food ? If that in the approved lists?)
Decide

how you will sell the food

(Direct or Indirect)
Sell

Direct (Class A)or Indirect (Class B)

CLASS A : $118 (Register- Self imspection-Get the registration number)

CLASS B : $ 292 (Register-Inspection appointment-Get the permit)

Others:

Business Tax Registration Certification

Seller Permit

Class



STREET FOOD VENDING





VENDING PERMIT PROGRAM



GET START AND SECURE A VENDING 

PERMIT

1.START

SSN OR ITIN

2. NEED 

ASSISTANCE

Visit the 8 

BusinessSource

centers

3.WHAT ARE YOU 

SELLING?

Mechandise

 BTRC 

 Seller’s Permit

StreetsLA Vending 

Permit 

FOOD

 BTRC 

 Seller’s Permit 

 Health Permit

 StreetsLA Vending 

Permit 



WHAT YOU NEED TO GET STARTED

You Photo ID

 Government-Issued ID (Driver’s license , ID)  OR

 Passport or Consular ID

AND

Taxpayer Number

 Social Security Number

 Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN)    

Source :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j5RlVHw0nU&t=743s



INDIVIDUAL TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

(ITIN) 

 You must file Form W-7, Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification 

Number (ITIN), You must also include original documentation or certified 

copies from the issuing agency to prove Identity and foreign status.

Mail your W-7, tax return, proof of identity, and foreign status documents to:

 Internal Revenue Service
Austin Service Center
ITIN Operation
P.O. Box 149342
Austin, TX 78714-9342

 More information :                                            
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/how-do-i-apply-for-an-itin



WHAT ARE YOU SELLING ?
(Merchandise)



1. Exempt from a Health Permit

2. Low Risk

• Stand greater than 25 square feet of prepackaged
non-perishable food

• Prepackaged ice cream bars and frozen fruit bars

3. Moderate Risk

• Can sell potentially hazardous foods & 
conduct limited food preparation

4. High Risk

• Can cook and season meat while 
grilling

Types of Compact 
Mobile Food 

Operations (CMFO)







MERCHANDISE VENDOR PERMIT 

PROCESS

* A BusinessSource center counselor can assist you

SELLER’S 
PERMIT

BTRC
STREETSLA 
VENDING 

PERMIT



STREETSLA VENDING PERMIT

APPOINTMENT ONLY

 Vendors must have all necessary documentation 
and make an appointment by calling (213) 847-
6000. For Information about necessary 
documentation, see https://vending.lacity.org. All 
other Street Permit requests may be submitted to: 
bss.spevents@lacity.org

 Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA) Investigation & 
Enforcement Division 1149 S. Broadway, Suite 350 
Los Angeles, CA 90015

mailto:bss.spevents@lacity.org


FOOD VENDOR PERMIT PROCESS

√ SELLER’PERMIT   

√ BTRC

PUBLIC HEALTH PERMIT

STREETSLA VENDING PERMIT



PUBLIC HEALTH 

PERMIT
MOBILE FOOD CART REQUIREMENT

 You are required to have a public health 
permit to operate a mobile food facility

 A mobile food facility is a cart, truck or trailer 
that people use to sell food and beverages.

 Food can be sold as prepackaged or 
unpackaged

- Prepackaged food has already been 
wrapped by a manufacturing company.

- Unpackaged food is made by the people 
selling the food.

* This process could take up to 4 weeks
Source :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j5RlVHw0nU&t=743s



PUBLIC HEALTH PERMIT



PUBLIC HEALTH PERMIT
is required to operate a mobile food cart



Process //

40

PLAN CHECK 
PROCESS

•Submit 2 set of 
detailed plan

•Completed plan 
check application

•Plan check fee 
$746

APPROVED

BUILD 
CART

(based on 
approved 

plan)

SUBMIT DOCS 
BEFORE 
INSPECTION                                              
-Commissary contract

-Route slip

-Public health permit 
application

-Permit Fee

SCHEDULE 
FINAL 

INSPECTION

5050 
Commerce 
drive Baldwin 
Park CA 91706

PUBLIC 
HEALTH 
PERMIT 
ISSUED

Plan check office:       
Metroplex
3530 Wilshire Blvd., 9th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2313
(213)351-7352

https://goo.gl/maps/QcXXU5GgmLJd7WkL6
tel:1-213-351-7352


COMMISSARY
Commissary requirement

o A commissary is a food facility that services mobile food facilities and 

mobile support units where food, containers, or supplies are stored; 

o utensils are cleaned; liquid and solid wastes are disposed of; and potable 

water is obtained. 

o A restaurant or market may also act as a commissary when approved by 

this agency

o STORAGE OF THE MOBILE FOOD FACILITY OR ANY TYPE OF FOOD PRODUCT 

AT HOME IS NOT APPROVED.



Commissary Option
#1:

• There are commissaries that have a health 
permit to support mobile food facilities

• Verify that the commissary can support 
your operation before signing a contract

• You will be required to identify the 
commissary as part of the health permit 
application process.

Commissary that has been 
approved to support mobile 

food facilities

Visit: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-
mobile-food-operation.htm for a list of commissaries.

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/compact-mobile-food-operation.htm


Commissary Option #2:
Process for approval

• Requires site evaluation and payment of 
applicable fee

• Compact Mobile Food Operation is 
required to obtain additional dependent
food operator permit

Permitted Food Facility 
(e.g., restaurant, food market

retail)



Commissary Option #3:
Process for approval

• Requires site evaluation to determine 
what type of support can be provided to 
Compact Mobile Food Operations

• Upon approval, a health permit 
application is to be submitted along with 
payment for the applicable commissary 
type.

Commercial Kitchen with 
no current health permit 

(e.g., church kitchen)



PUBLIC HEALTH PERMIT

Source :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j5RlVHw0nU&t=743s



PUBLIC HEALTH PERMIT
on approved cart

Source :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j5RlVHw0nU&t=743s



Operational 

Requirements

for All

Permitted

Compact Mobile

Food Operations

• Overhead 
protection

• Food from 
approved source

• Food properly 
stored to protect 
from elements

• Access to a 
commissary

All permitted CMFOs must have



Permitted Unapproved

• Required to go through Plan Check
• Limited food preparation
• Steamed or boiled hot dogs & tamales in the 

original, inedible wrapper

• No permit.
• Unapproved food source & equipment.
• Unprotected food from contamination.



Permitted Unpermitte

d

• No plans required
• Pre-packaged foods only (no scooping)

• Missing certification sticker
• No permit visible



Permitted Unpermitte

d

• Food is properly stored 
inside the food cart

• Food is stored uncovered and 
unprotected outside cart



Unapproved activities Fruit carts CANNOT

• Display or sell cut fruit without 
hand washing sink

• Cut fruit without a utensil washing 
sink or spare utensils

• Sell or display cut melons without 
mechanical refrigeration



Unpermitted 
equipment

CMFOs CANNOT

Grill hot dogs without an approved cart or 
other non-motorized conveyance with:

• Overhead protection of the grilling area

• Integral equipment

• Integral hand washing sink

• Separate storage for spare clean 
utensils or a utensil washing sink



Process //
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ITIN
SELLER’S 
PERMIT

BTRC PH PERMIT

SIDEWALK 
& PARK 

VENDING 
PERMIT

LAST STEP : STREETSLA VENDING 

PERMIT

SIDEWALK AND PARK                                                                                       
VENDING PERMIT CHECKLIST
Things you need to bring
Government issued photo ID :
Driver’s License , California Identication,
Passport or Consular ID 
 Seller’s Permit

 BTRC
 PH Permit (Food)
 Permit Fee $541
 Application

WHERE DO I APPLY FOR THE CITY OF LA SIDEWALK AND 
PARK VENDING PERMIT?  (Appointment only)
Visit StreetsLA Headquarters 
1149 S. Broadway, Room 350, Los Angeles CA 90015 
(213) 847-6000 | vending.lacity.org



COMMUNITY
EVENT 

VENDOR



COMMUNITY EVENT

• A community event is defined in CalCode as an event that is conducted for not more than 25 consecutive or 
nonconsecutive days in a 90-day period and that is of civic, political, public, or educational nature, including state and 
county fairs, city festivals, circuses and other public gathering events approved by the LA County Department of Public 
Health, Environmental Health Division (DPH-EH), Community Events Program.



TFF are a food facility 

approved by the local 

enforcement agency to 

operate at a fixed location for 

the duration of the approved 

community event or Swap 

meet. TFF must operate in 

conjunction with a community 

event.

FOOD FACILITIES

•Mobile Food Facilities: Food trucks/carts/trailers

•Temporary Food Facilities: Food booths

•Cottage Food Operations: Class A and B. Additional 

TFF permits may be required.

•Permitted Food Facilities: Restaurants, bakeries, markets, food 

warehouse, etc. Additional TFF permits may be required.



PERMIT

BTRC OR LOCAL PERMIT

SELLER'S PERMIT

TFF PERMIT ($59-$184)



TFF PERMIT



TFF PERMIT

EVENT 
VENDOR 

APPLICATION

APPROVED

-Food category

-Experience

-Uniqueness

-Logistics

-Professional



RULES/REGULATIONS



RULES/REGULATIONS



RULES/REGULATIONS



THA
NK YOU


