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uwan Prasanga is an artist

whose work explores

human emotions. This has

been a core theme of his

work over the years. His
fifth solo exhibition, opening at
Siam Nivasa Gallery, Colombo 7 at
5 p.m. today (4), is titled ‘Human
Shadows with Emations’,

Deseriling the theme, the artiet s i
cosnmending thosgh humans are, they
are shadows of malure, merging info i
notusal musjesty. The collection compriscs
aceylic pamimes snd sculpiures, nnd with
the feramer, Rumwsm explores the rame and
depth of buman emetions by combmga
enigily space with layess af colour applied
with rapid strokes from the pamibrosth and
paleite knife

With lus scalptunmeg, Ranven works
with stone, preferring to allow the natursl
form of the stone to lead hum towards
creating b emnoliong The collection,
exploring human emotion through acrylics
el onpe, will be open to tee puble vl
At Apnl The viewmg times are 10 pm
o5 pm

Abend of the opening, (he arlesl spoke
to The Daily Moring abot the collectson
aii desgpley aiid low lie sppioscied the
theme of luman shadews with emobions
thirough two vasthy difTerent artfonmns

Following are excerpis from e
[riervien

What cin vou tell us atvoat the
exhibition opening todny?

Thaz ig oy Tafth 2olo exhibition, 11
tiled “Humnan Shadows wigh Emolions'
There mre 23 pamtings and 17 sculphires
it tieee collection. All paisdings are
acrylics on camvas. And the sculpiures are
dtone corvings The feme scross these
peeces 1s hmnn esmotsons.

Allny exhiitions lave bee alyo
lwmmenzes mnel whnl, during defferent times.
(hier =ies lave be sl whal we gee m
soc kety;, these have been the themnes ['ve
explored in ny work

In terms ol the mmman figures m s
exhibition, there mre solitary {iomes,
pinrE, s owell s three o0 more Tures
These [oures are drmwn withen a
msdecape. Thug, even though the Tuures
mre inan abstract style, they are witlhin
# lmmidscogre o anenvironmend. All the
{igures have been drowm as proporzionalby
Iz thinn the Bndscape,

Thi= 8 a staswiout Teature ol this
collection and what | wanl (o convey
throueh teis s et the emotong
hirmaees Ive with are grester than thesr
enwiremiments, Tles 12 all presented
throvgh herrmnn shiadows.

Hinw do yoo approach such a theme
wsdng two difTerend forins of art?

1 studied sculptnre m wniversity.
Hemwever, an indivicunl whe studijes
sculphore first stodees puntmg, and I'm
abile o crete ot e bolli Diese fonine
I ot of -ty previous exhibstions, 1 e
presented bolh pantisegs amd scolplures.
Thes is ancthies Teature ol oy shiows

Innmnagating o thene ldke nmman
bl pony Hhrcaeh soulpiure, | omist sy
that I use stone carvings, Stone 15 one
of thie hidest meden of sculpiture These
stone carvings also use nadural stone slobs
of diffesent zizes | ueed slabe ths love
brodken off naturally, makme sure Lo carve
thessy without changing their foem

Most af the stone carvings are abstracts
of luien foce= Jusl ag these enotionnl
litmrenees e gienl, b figures, slome oo,
15 n sturdy, heavy media that is defficoli
to worke wath, Thicueh (e stone earvings,
witnl 1= cormveved = thal lmen emot ong
e e, i e, and poswer il

Many of the slone carvings in s
exhibateon display o different emotion on
either side. Some carvings ore of faces,
others are of figires,

Ini termis of the paindings, which are
dorie ugmig neryhes, [ wee s glahtly
different technigue These printmos
don't bemve a lol of detail. They are mamly
Inssvenm shinclows. Buf they Tave been
created wsmo painl that is allowed to drgp
matially, Even thowgh the brsh s sed,
the paml i= nllowed Lo dop freely from
Lops o bollom, L these Teely drippng

codouga i the pointing gives & o different
eflecl.

Is this a beclimigue you've moed be fore
in your work? Do you see voursell
experimentimg with i in foture as well?
The collectsm ol sy first exhibetion
wi entirely stone corvinme, wiike those
thal [ollowed were o mix of pambmes aiid
=enilpiures, o these, this technque wies
used ot its different steoes of development.
And | gee rrysell taking thas fupiies
you ook at the Lirst printings in
wheeh | used this technique, it's different
From ooy work oo Agel 5o, [seedlas o
fectinigue that | con keep developingw
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Ruwan Prasanga on experimenting with
techniques and his exhibition *‘Human
Shadows with Emotions’

il wsing in pew mnd different winys
ey fubiere work | aleo hogee to keep
thus nz mpart of oy artistic identity,
wivere | may cliange the ithene of niy
work or thee colows 1 use, but T will Keep
this techmique, of dripping painis, as o
cogietant i iy work,

Huow daes this exhilyition iffer from
vour previos shows?

Lizst e, [ mamly displayed mised
miedn works. T used newspapers and
aich material, Bal this time, 've steck (o
gorylics, uame both the palette knife and
jntiithivtiali Lo ereate iry pabtoias. A fo
wity I move froen mixed medm (o acrylcs
& thal I make some changes to each of my
exhibitsons, making sere one s differeni
to the other

With this exhibitsen, [m worline with
two mitforms, pamting and sculpture,

Lt dbegeictanig the sainie theme of himsn
amctions throush them both,

I we are io talk about vour joormey as
an arthkst, con you (el oy abomt ddyving
seulplure s your work so M7

It i withuin the wniversaty sy sem this
I fig=t atuched senlpture. There, we bad
coumrse work and varicas lessons. Whnd
wee learn theve, wisether through books
or the internet, & Laken forward throwsh
fharther studving and experimentation
Himvever, wiil we learn a ihe unoversdy,
that oppomungy we ged i ruly valushle
i1 commimerse e Lhis journey

What kind of chiallenges does Lhe Sri
Landoan artlsd fce, especindly whisn
exhibiting their work?

There iz an mcreasze in the mumber
of artisss, aud [here i nlso an mereise
1 zalleries and exhibition spaces. This
e good, a8 when there are only o few
onllertes, artests and art enthu=iasts and
collectors ie limited to theve spaves

However, with more galleries i the city,
A ot ol pesw actiste con s dasplay then
waxhk, which | see a5 o good thing This
inereases the opportunities for arlisis

to sliowcsse then work and also for axl
enthusiasts to see the work of atists

We see the mve of digital tools in Uhe
creation of arf, eepecially mnong yeung
nriists. Im such o condext, can broditionnl
art Torms survive?

In oy view:, we need to evolve, There
a5 ey Bl el Thest il thok we somest
u=e media ke serylic or ol paants, bot
while pictectiiig these b nddional medis
mid working wthm them, we can also
experuness with nes media and mmsterinl
It s theen thai we can ol Ter scanethine
freal md o forwand. Otherwise, we will
ik cuigselves to cerfam medem

By first exchubiation wes entirely stone,
hei I tiied all the different predu 1 hod
studied, then I retumed o soolphures
g wellaz seey e, e 1 moved back
tomued medin. This tame, Twanied 1o

comwey 7y ideas theoweh sculplure pod

acrylics, the kntter used o lechnsgue

where the pait 12 ollowved fo drip
Expermmentmz with lechnsgues

anul =ty les and adding to them 1s mare

Demieficial, 1 feel

Wihat is it abowt aceylics that deaws vou
o @7

Acrvlic pnd = a very free medin
You canwork very quickhy with &, amd
copgrared o g pvednm like ol i dres
fquickly. T create mt witle tenching nmif =0,
hawe a Hinsted persod of tirme to work on s
poimting. Wl acrylics. T oo work fost. gs
ihe painl dries queckly,

Unlike oul, aerylses can be nzed i
mrry way md ooennyihing. This s why
I pereonally Iike working wah aciylic
prints, It's a queck medmm sl 1= very
Mexibile. This is wity [ see it a8 very free
miedim, especilly for arists ke me

How do vou nowvigate an ariform lile
slorie ag no ar il with Lme congiraings
Stone carvings take more time. There
i aleo o himeher visk stisched ol 10 also

hard wordk. Bol T mainky work on slone
carvines dmring school holidoy s, hwvmz
a seprenle collection of slome caivengs i
pidditeom oy printmas

L o coutry like Sr Lanks, we
don’t use a ot of the proper tools sd
lechmolowy for stone earvings Meost of us
use basic tools amd our hands — I wse tools
thiet | maee oy zelf There weren'l iy
toold im the combry when we first started
work o on this aetform, sowe liad to
imaite our own Loofs.

. carved om stone

O thie otiver liamad, Hiere aie henlth nid
environmentel concems shout the dust,
a= well s the nofse smce we live in the
giibirhe We need to balance these fae lors
when work mg with on artfoem like this

Stome 1= nod w commnonly praciiced
arttorm i Sr1 Lanka T keld one of the
fif =t stiniie-onify 2olo exlilyitione i the
coumtry. Very fow artists work on stone
canvinges, and people meinke do it 2z an
mielistry and not art.



