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A More Balanced Narrative>

of the COVID-19 Pandemic
N the Context of Thal Public

Diplomacy

Natapanu Nopakun, Deputy Director - General,

and Yajai Bunnag, Counselor, Department of Information

The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) held

its Asian Conference 2020 on Multilateral Responses to Global Security

Challenges on 12 - 13 October 2020 via videoconference. Thailand has been

an Asian partner to the OSCE since 2000, and although the European - Asian

partnership is realised in various other fora, the OSCE partnership with Asia itself

is an important platform where Europe and Asia can learn from each other on

how best to deal with global security challenges.

At the conference, Thailand raised
many important issues, beginning with
the fact that the COVID-19 pandemic
catapulted the world further into the age
of disruption, while highligshting the ever
closer interconnectedness between local
and global issues. For foreign ministries,
the crisis compels a revision of how public
diplomacy should be managed in the era

of disruption, based on four observations.

First, it is likely that after the pandemic,
there will be an emergence of more complex
multi-dimensional issues that require
coordination across different line agencies.
Second, local communities will be more
interested in global issues that could have
repercussions on their daily life. Third,
diplomats will inevitably have to adopt new
characteristics, new resources, and new

approaches to public diplomacy to suit
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demands of the evolving situation. Any
foreign ministry that is able to maximise its
leverage in global and local engagement,
would be able to successfully maintain
a significant role and influence on the
international stage to serve local demands
and interests. Lastly, digital platforms will
become the main platform for political
engagement, economic transactions, and
molding of society’s perceptions.

For example, when many countries in
Europe were still facing the risk of a second
wave at the end of 2020, some countries in
Asia, such as Thailand, had already begun
accepting tourists in the Special Tourist Visa
(STV) scheme since October 2020. In Thailand’s
case, we are also looking beyond disease
control measures and gradual reopening
of the country towards the manufacturing
and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. Siam
Bioscience Co., Ltd, has already entered
into an agreement with British - Swedish
company AstraZeneca to manufacture
vaccines for Thailand and other countries
in Southeast Asia as “public goods”, which
truly reflects the spirit of diplomacy for the
people. The pandemic has indeed affected
regions in different scales and ways, and
enabled Thailand to concretise its vision
on strengthened national health security
through regional health security.

One interesting topic of discussion
as a sub-agenda at the OSCE conference
was the “nexus” between health security

and access to information. A case in point is
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Thailand, where part of the success was in
the focus in the battle of information. Today,
we are overwhelmed by misinformation,
disinformation, fake news, deep fake news,
and what not. Apart from existing strong
health system and village health volunteers
that helped the country contain COVID-19
to a certain degree, Thailand focused
on managing communication and flow
of information. The Center for COVID-19
Situation Administration (CCSA), set up by
the government in a timely manner as an
integrated agency to handle all aspects of
the pandemic, brought a sense of calm and
feeling of inclusion of all groups in Thailand,
while creating a universal understanding of
the 5 Plus 1 measures (wear masks, wash
hands, maintain hygiene, physical distancing,
avoid congested areas and register in the
application). The massive following to
televised briefings trusted the transparency
of the CCSA.

At least for Thailand, the pandemic
brought crisis communication to a whole
new level, not only in terms of a crisis
communications center that provided
briefings in both Thai and English, but also
in terms of new forms of inclusive public
engagement. For example, both the
Ministry of Public Health and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, two agencies at the forefront
of COVID-19 crisis communications, came up
with media products to explain different
aspects of COVID-19. The Ministry of Public

Health circulated short video clips on



self-care during COVID-19, while the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs circulated video clips on
assistance rendered to Thai nationals, and the
repatriation process for nationals overseas.

In Thailand, while we tried to balance
public health, the economy and access to
information, we felt that it was important
to nurture a sense of social responsibility
in sharing news that is accurate, timely,
and useful to the wider public. It is also
important to seize the opportunity from
this pandemic to develop media literacy by
raising more awareness on what constitutes
credible information and empowering citizens
to counter health misinformation that has
the potential to increase public health risks.
For example, by spreading misinformation
on treatment, creating distrust in health
authorities and their recommendations,
implying that governments are concealing

information on health risks. In addition,

it could also generate fear by stating that
COVID-19 was created in a laboratory and
that it is a man-made biological weapon.
Health misinformation could also induce
discrimination against foreign nationals,
by portraying them as carriers of the virus
into the country.

During the peak of the pandemic in
Thailand, the government recognised the
people’s right to participate in decision-making
that affects their lives, meeting with various
sectors, including businesses, farmers, and
ordinary citizens, to involve them and ensure
that these measures respond to their specific
situation and needs. Health authorities and
relevant experts were enabled to speak
freely on their areas of expertise and
recommendations to the public. Journalists
widely reported on the pandemic, including
news coverage on public opinion that are

critical of the government’s response.

While we tried to balance public health,
the economy and access to information,
we felt that it was important to nurture
a sense of soclal responsibility in
sharing news that is accurate,
timely, and useful to the wider public.
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The individual’s right to privacy and freedom
of movement have been respected as much
as possible, as long as they do not pose a
health risk to others. On the state quarantine
system, in Thailand it is accepted by society
as the necessary approach to protect the
right to collective health security in society -
it is therefore pertinent for non-Thais to
understand this.

We learned that we must continue
to do our utmost to care for people who
may be at risk of being excluded. We know
that government is held to account, and
while public trust must be earned, public
sacrifice is also critical. In protecting the right
to life, which includes basic healthcare, and
in fulfilling the right to health security, one
may have to forfeit the right to privilege.

A more “balanced narrative” of the
COVID-19 story of Thailand must begin
with a comprehensive reflection of the

challenges we faced. It should continue by
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an acceptance of the facts, as read in
mainstream interpretation of events, that
Thailand, like other countries around the
world, faced many obstacles in dealing
with the first global crisis of the digital age.
Throughout the challenging COVID-19
situation, we saw the divergence in global
policy responses as the challenge of
navigating an unprecedented global
situation under conditions of enormous
uncertainty.

The narrative presented should seek
to communicate that, irrespective of the
different scorecards given on Thailand’s
management of COVID-19, there are certain
local practices which have been commended
globally for its effective containment of
the pandemic. These good practices are
what we wish to share, as we strategically
adapt and engage in social learning to
best deal with global security challenges
in the future. @
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86 MPI = Manufacturing Production Index

SPI = Service Production Index (Excludes public administration and services, and gold activities)

E = Estimated data
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Multilateralism

N a Post-COVID World

Sihasak Phuangketkeow
Former Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand

The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted the crisis of
multilateralism and international cooperation that we
already witnessed well before the pandemic broke out.
Multilateralism has come under tremendous stress and
strain. Much of this is due to the growing sentiments of
anti-globalisation in many countries, particularly in the US
and the European Union, coming from both the extreme
right and left of the political spectrum. The backlash
against globalisation has manifested itself in the rise of
nationalism, populism, unilateralism, protectionism and
xenophobia. In the midst of such discontent, globalisation
and multilateralism are blamed for loss of jobs, loss of
control over national borders, loss of national sovereignty
and loss of confidence in the future by millions of people
who have not been able to keep pace with the speed
and depth in which our world has become integrated
and globalised.

This article was originally published in the Bangkok Post on 18 November 2020
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The intensification of the geopolitical
rivalry between the US and China has also
profoundly challenged the vision of an open,
inclusive and rules-based multilateral order.
Indeed, it was a grave blow to multilateralism
when the US, under President Donald
Trump's America First policy, decided to
withdraw from the Paris Agreement on
climate change, the Trans Pacific Partnership,
the UN Human Rights Council and held back
funding for the World Health Organization
(WHO) at a time when international financing
was needed the most in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic. To our dismay, during
the height of the coronavirus crisis, the
US - China strategic competition politicised
and paralysed the efforts of the WHO
and the UN Security Council to rally an
international response to the pandemic.
The deliberations in the two international
bodies became bogged down as the US
and China resorted to a back-and-forth
blaming game.

Under such dire circumstances, what
then does the future hold for multilateralism
as we look ahead to the post-COVID-19
world? It is certainly reassuring that
US President Joe Biden has promised a
renewed US commitment to multilateralism
and multilateral institutions. Nevertheless,
the new US administration, once in office,
will no doubt have tough going ahead
in dealing with the pressing issues on
the domestic front while restoring and

reinvigorating US leadership at the global

level. The strategic rivalry between the two
global powers will not go away but it is hoped
that their relationship will be better managed
in terms of finding common ground for the
US and China to cooperate in addressing
the challenges to global governance and
the multilateral international order.

Ideally, the COVID-19 pandemic should
be a wake - up call and generate the momentum
for long-overdue reforms of the multilateral
system that was created after World War |I.
International institutions will have to be
restructured, taking into account the structural
changes in the international order, the shifts
in the global balance of power, the rise of
the developing world and the transformation
of the global economy due to the far-reaching
advances in game-changing technologies
and digitalisation. But the stark reality is that,
in spite of high hopes, these much-needed
reforms have floundered in the face of
conflicting interests among the major powers.
In addressing the challenges of the 217
century, it is incumbent on all of us to work
towards forging a new international consensus
on repairing and reviving multilateralism and
globalism.

Perhaps we need to think in terms of
a building-blocks process. Under the present
circumstances, many countries are talking
about new forms of and new pathways
towards functional multilateralism. There
have emerged concepts such as flexible
multilateralism, minilateralism and networks

of multilateral cooperation. Some have also
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touted the idea of inclusive multilateralism
whereby governments engage and seek
partnership with all stakeholders, particularly
the private sector and civil societies. These
concepts envisage like-minded countries and
parties concerned with working together within,
outside and across multilateral institutions
and organisations to rally international
cooperation to deal with common global
challenges. A case in point is the Alliance
for Multilateralism initiated by France and
Germany which aimed at strengthening the
role of the UN and the WHO in combating
the COVID-19 crisis.

Regional organisations such as ASEAN
will also have to step up to the plate in
shoring up the rules-based multilateral
order. International cooperation in tackling
the unprecedented health and economic
impacts of the spread of the coronavirus
has been augmented by the role of regional

organisations such as the European Union, the

(68 | SARANROM )

African Union, the Gulf Cooperation Council,
and the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation and ASEAN. The regionalisation
of multilateralism has been widely discussed
and needs to be pursued further in practical
and concrete terms. Certainly, closer
partnerships between the UN system and
major regional organisations can go a long
way in helping to fill the gaps and voids.
In a post-COVID-19 world, the spectre
that confronts us is the fragmentation
of multilateralism along the emerging
geo-political fault lines, whereby coalitions
of states are formed according to different
visions of the international order. In these
critical times, the international community
needs, more than ever, to muster the political
will and leadership to repair and revive
multilateralism and a rules-based international
order in an ever increasingly interdependent

and interconnected world. @



Thailand’s Diplomatic Vision

N a Post-COVID World

Panpailin Jantarasombat

Attaché, Social Division,

Department of International Organisations

The COVID-19 pandemic forced a paradigm shift in

all aspects of life. Thailand must adapt to this change ---

and adapting we are. Thailand’s efforts and measures

to contain the virus --- from our robust national health

infrastructure to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ repatriation

of overseas Thai nationals --- have been internationally

recognised. Clearly, we have applied lessons learnt and

experiences from our management of SARS and the

avian influenza to our fight against COVID-19.

However, Thailand’s international
recognition is not by accident but careful
design. While it is doubtless that Thailand’s
health system and consular management
is excellent, it is critical to focus on other
oft-overlooked but important aspect of
Thailand’s management of COVID-19 ---

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ active role

on international stage in highlighting and
exchanging our best practices, liaising with
national and international agencies to ensure
each stakeholder’s interests are represented,
and facilitating cooperation to advance
progress in combating the pandemic and

responding to its adverse effects.
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It is in this present framework that a
necessary question arises: looking beyond,
what must Thailand’s foreign policy vision
be in this new normal? Certainly, our foreign
policy must serve the multi-dimensional
facets of Thailand’s national interest. With
regard to COVID-19 management, this article
will focus on two aspects of our National
Strategic Plan, which are ensuring the health
security of Thai people and revitalising our

economy.

Overcoming Health Challenges
COVID-19 is a watershed moment that
revealed the critical need for each country
to have a robust public health system. It
is fortunate that Thailand has an existing
resilient Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
system, including the recruitment of village
health volunteers, to serve as an effective
response mechanism in the pandemic.
Indeed, no one is safe until everyone is safe.
In this context, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs” contribution through the Foreign
Policy and Global Health (FPGH) Initiative
must be highligshted. As the Chair of the
FPGH in 2017, Thailand submitted the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) resolutions
to declare 12 December as the International
UHC Day and to convene the United Nations
(UN) High-Level Meeting on UHC which were
adopted unanimously. In the year 2020, as
co-chair of the Group of Friends on UHC and
Global Health, Thailand also underscored the
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importance of UHC during the 75" Session
of the UNGA. More recently, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs marked this occasion
with a panel discussion with special focus
on COVID-19, which was co-hosted by the
Ministry of Public Health and participated by
members of the diplomatic corps, civil society,
international organisations, and members
of the media. This multi-sectoral initiative
ensures that all sectors are represented and
informed in the fight against the current
pandemic.

At the regional level, Prime Minister
General Prayut Chan-o-cha attended the
Special ASEAN Summit and Special ASEAN
Plus Three Summit on COVID-19, notably
proposing and receiving support for the
COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund on procuring
medical equipment. Furthermore, ASEAN
leaders reaffirmed cooperation in information
exchange, research and development, and
utilisation of the ASEAN Plus Three Emergency
Rice Reserve (APTERR) located in Thailand
to foster health and food security.

On the vaccine development front,
Thailand has held negotiations for vaccine
technology transfer and advance purchase
agreements while also supporting domestic
vaccine development. Notably, Siam
Bioscience Co, Ltd. agreed to manufacture
and distribute AstraZeneca’s vaccine, once
successfully developed, domestically.
Furthermore, Thailand has financially
supported the Access to COVID-19 Tools



(ACT) --- accelerator and reserved vaccines
through the COVAX Facility, a global initiative
led by the World Health Organization (WHO)
and several public and private foundations to
distribute vaccines to those with the greatest
need. In this vein, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs is instrumental in liaising among
national agencies, including the Ministry
of Public Health, the National Research
Council of Thailand, and international
agencies to ensure that the Thai population
receives an effective vaccine as soon as
possible.

Thailand’s efforts in dealing with the
virus on all fronts have not gone unnoticed.
The WHO Director - General Tedros Andnanom
Ghebreyesus commended Thailand at the
73" World Health Assembly urging “all
countries to follow Thailand”. Prime Minister
General Prayut Chan-o-cha was also invited
to deliver a statement at the closure of
the resumed session, the only leader of
a country invited to do so.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs continues
to advance Thailand’s constructive role in
these various multilateral frameworks. These
cross-border interactions not only underscore
Thailand’s prominent role in global health
diplomacy, but also provide important
lessons in strengthening our capacity to
respond to both current and future health
emergencies, thus promoting well - being
for all in accordance with Goal 3 of the UN

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Revitalising the Economy

The unprecedented COVID-19
challenges not only adversely impact our
social lives but also international and national
economy. It has greatly affected Thailand’s
export and tourism markets, forcing us to
build immunity against future challenges.
This ‘great reset’ is Thailand’s chance to
turn the COVID-19 crisis into an opportunity.
While the Special Tourist Visa (STV) scheme
is expanded, it is still limited. Thailand must
expand its markets in other directions. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ role in engagement
with multilateral frameworks and trading
systems to drive post - pandemic recovery
is crucial in this regard.

This engagement comes in myriad
forms, one of the most important being the
recently-signed Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), comprising
ASEAN Member States and five additional
States. This makes RCEP one of the world’s
largest free trade agreements, connecting
up to 30 per cent of the global population.
This allows Thailand to advance a wide
range of domestic products from fisheries
to electronics in a large market. It will also
allow Thai companies to invest in the services
market, such as construction, health, and
film, across a wide range of Member States.

Moreover, Thailand will chair the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) in
2021 - 2022 and the Asia - Pacific Economic
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Cooperation (APEC) in 2022. As noted by
Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-o-cha
in the 2020 APEC CEO Dialogues, Thailand
will have to carefully consider challenges
of the post-COVID world, in particular on
connecting global supply chains, diversifying
value chains, and building resilience. Moreover,
as aptly observed then, APEC shares the same
goals of regional economic integration as
ASEAN. As such, cooperation within these
two frameworks --- with ASEAN’s recent
integration into RCEP and APEC’s advanced
digital infrastructure which is paramount in
post-COVID trade --- will prove extremely
beneficial in reinvigorating regional economies.

Thailand must be poised to take
advantage of its strategic position in these
multilateral frameworks. If utilised correctly,
it will allow us to advance our national
interest by expanding our markets and
increasing our bargaining power on the world
stage. This requires meaningful and inclusive

dialogue between governments as well as

among the private sector. In particular,
special attention must be paid to micro,
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs),
which comprise a significant portion of the
Thai economy, and vulnerable groups in
order to ensure sustainable development

that leaves no one behind.

Where To From Here ?

COVID-19 has accentuated existing
problems and accelerated the need for
reforms. If prepared, Thailand will not only
respond to but excel in the new normal.
This ongoing health crisis is an opportunity
for Thailand to be at the forefront of health
diplomacy, pushing issues of national interest
on the world stage. Thailand should also
engage in multilateral economic frameworks
to build domestic resilience and foster
sustainable development. Thailand’s vision
cannot afford to be myopic. In an irreversibly

disrupted era, our vision must be equally

as transformative. @

(72 | SARANROM)




usunlannavlndn-19:

usluurnaniazvolauoiiu:

1IaNass 91UUNASINYSA
UNd9¢ AUGANYINISAIIUSINA

nasinAlsAlAdn-19 NTKINA “AouUnNAiKU (New Normal)” Tunisanidu
fonssunnisnalunanesUiuy U N1sUs:3uUs:HIUSINANIKUAROIUSU
1Junisus:suninanuuooulaunsoidnIsIduS:8:H IS IVISOUUS3U
28 NIASIASA N1STINANISIAUNWIVAUS:INAVaITNNOYIRLI N1SAHMUAIUIURUR
AUENSSTUAVAMSULUS:auF9:1AUNY ADUDUAINWEVNIWNaN81DudNs:nan
TunsiasuasInOUSoUDos:HINUS:INANIIUS:AUWKNAIA=NINA IBUIRSIAU
msﬁmmo‘ﬂ%uﬁnaw|‘CJumsﬁ<7|sl\]m'ouvo\]§Qma 1Jusiu

AnUn@luddsnarnlulontali
giRsrdeslimunuanudnunasiuims
Tuns “onuades” maveilneliEidesiam din
LazduLAdBuMBUTANTIL UNAILEIULIN
Dumsussdiuwuldumannianisdios wisegia
wazdanuTausssulusedulaniazgiinim
Aaztdununvosmsinalsemalnelugands
13n-19 Tnsduasgrinnuasuiduunanu
518910 hagdelauauuzidauleu1guas
mMAdmnRinenasssEng wardudiaos
Wudoauswuzuasilaulunisnevaues
Aeudundana iesisefnwimalsslov
WYl TEImALAzUSEA YUY MY

nusllivnanvavlantunno:guansudou

Tanudalain-19 axidulandl Amitav
Acharya 03917190 1UAIUEURUGTEWINS
Uszmnesonit “lanluniisgaeindudou
(Multiplex World)” ﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬂiaﬁ']maﬁw
(hegemon) Tunsdnsgideuseninalseina
uifissgiie 1ulandiusfinnisdles isvgia
uardIPLTALSTINAZIANLANA AN ATY
ufidonlosiu uasdidundnilduiagiatuats
waztuneuszidoulanfenailiguiaves
Usenelausemanilednsioly asinmsemusiuiie
izé’ugﬁmmzﬁummwmsﬁu Winldann
unumUes@eulunsE@INaI19IAINTIND

(aswrysua’ | 73)




FEMINUTLNALNBUTTININANTENUIN
an1un15ilsAlAIN-19 91nN15USEUIAVD4
ATeU UTINn15alsendnauseineeing o 9
anun1sallsalain-19 Wusislianugudu
unJukazazanduliusgreneliliosaund
gAviadladn-19 agetosluszezau (1 -2 U) laun

1) N1SHUITUNYNTANEATIENTNS
UWIDIUND

NITHUITUNIIYNTATANTTENTN

U a % = U o =Y 1
ansgaLusniiuIuasdensaiiusalululan
gAVAILAIN-19 LAgveIuMIIINAIATIUATITAN
lugnsudatudululifidu 9 1wu n1593989
puduihduduniisedanluiunalulad
ANSHRULAZDINTA WAZNISYINTIAINUT YL
TuMy N ANIUNITNEUNTANIA AIUAR
'3 dl a v v v d’{ %
wazgaunIsal Faflnwnlindutuduluizuis
999U5851U5UALD Luwau TuN1SY9TuNIg
gNSAANSIENINENITaISNAUIUL $1891U
IS0 “Uszwalneiuianianisiwasunlas
dsviloulanivgd” (2563) awedn unumuaz
ANUWauNUsEyIAulaniisioansgeLusng
TuaslvafnUsysunsuieties nsulduannaead
WesonUszsrusuansudlilalianuddey
' =~ A= & N Yo =

winAnyn1agadunnldmrualssiau
wazduLAGouNTEYRansTaIsnluszaulan
sanaedunn wumeltunisaiuulaune
dl U a 1 d‘ v
Pnldfianukiusu Wasuwlaslanasnan
wlUsEsMUNSUR lUM LU SENIATALRLIN ABInng
Tiansgousninduuniiunumindnasailions
AtuUNS o lagdIsLasfaIAenan

YUz PIUTlASUNaNSENUN AT
NANIUN158ILSALAIN-19 w1ntin LLB91Nn
PP P 9
f¥nmnuarunsalunisianinainniglule

v a v % dd‘ QI

wazdefdnaninluniswauinealuladnisy
ldnim (catch-up) ansgatusnilunaluniu

(74 | SARANROM)

= =

wandaldfianumSeniiazudinnsedivue
[

Y
= = <

seilgulanuagifudlaegadniasannuin
\esnnuangUszimatinnuiaanonunis
nssuuleugRNUTEWATaRY UUsEnNa
Tuglsy wu dfauma wesud wisosuaud
AHUAYUNNTINABVIENAVDIIUMIUNITHEWNS
LNETENEANENTEULA - LUTTNIINYNUBIVDS
e wariluvualdudn Usswedy 9 luanam
glstasfaifuayunssifadvinaesiuaniy
iielraenufuulsungvessysunsuluau
Anduuilimnudfguniuuinanyniduas
mMsfuirdeunszssninaUssmaduiuiusing

p81915Af n1syaagnveITury
gNSANANSANELULAZIAUNA (Belt and Road
Initiative: BRI) uagnsyantininawdy (Mask
Diplomacy) Tutislain-19 Ap1avi8Usu
AmdnwaluaviasuasenIullouvequ
Tutssmeriudnved BRI 1A wenanTuua duide
uaziolelafidugfiniafifidnenimmasgia
desnidunandifivwelng fiannuanunse
sumalulad uaztduaznnilunindoules
msmenmiusanfifidnenindy 1 lneanie
othsBsgilanang Tusennans lei@enans uevim
dwfudiu fwnlihegsuiefuanigeiin
TunN15911ABNSNaT0U WANANINNIVELS
ffwlthiedeudlumiulaejmmaUselowd
mqmiwgﬁamﬂ%{u

2) Msghegrun1skankasfianidluewian

Tusvezdu nansgnunianinniaie
asnsumsmiTisalaia-19 iusissie msthe
FIUMIHAATDIUTEMARA o WU GUulszna
TiRuatuayuussndguaduuiiedog
nsuaneanNIuINduelions Jueenidesls
ansgoinilasusesrunsudluau Usenia
usendywfewdiuniianudesvgn



wiluladluseiuganduuseima niouiuaiuauy
Tusenidumsndnluduuingiegiuesn
INIU WBNIIN Sgurauseinanng o uay

Y a

tngsRvarmilaiansdnnisenudsannty
ANAnD13ReATsfanTasalnndnuannse
Tunsuanieaiiolilégadunu N5y
NSHARD1ANTEANYFINUANA (regionalised)
1Ny Faaviliviasldguniuivuiaduas

drluszezeniu Teuidedes
“Usgmelneiufirmensivdsuulasgsudeu
Tanlni” (2563) l@uedn awtlu “Msnszaum
yamswanasi 3 (3 Unbundling)” Fadu
wltiumasnisilandaus w.e. 2558 Wuguun
Fefldnvazdrdnie Tuneunsuanluuidu
Lidwdudesiniunislulsemaiidseglu
Wnadwieliusslesinnmsininensuay
wssusgndnsely lagenduminuinimi
mamalulagraanisiaujueusnseUaya
Uszhivg (A) muaunsnanssezlnauny

3) MINUUINIIAINA (Digitalisation)

nsawInsAIialdudnusingnisal
adyiidunannaounisallsalain-19 Fady
Tonalunmsiaunnannuaiunsanamalulad
waruianssy msdrdanisidumaildanunge
wulysewhayaaaldiurilideaseeulat
naneL Y IanYeIRaNTIUNIANATYEAY
wovdany fuslaavisndsioduduasrhiansa
Wernroundoulariutewnseeulatiinniu
pg ity dlugmatauimalulad 56
Fasdudadeddniitiedenlodandiseiy
FennuEafiuinty tnandt wiuginiisyun
fifuey uanduilugruddamosnsadvanaiu

Y L3

favia NMSEANENIaLNa N1SNYNTHARILL “1a™
FeaziugnannnssunazusnsdAgyves

nsiauLasegnatulanea 4.0 97

YA NIHAIUIMNAITIA A5
Fosnsmsdoasil o 017 wadn vinmes
fynauansaddldiinsdnindoud
ieapToufen nsddsdemadanaruiu
sialanalisganunsaadisvesmianisdoans
Uszinuauanazulouteguszysulaie
uaasnguithnennty snsdiortuid
Anavimeiionadudeandsiglimisdineuns
Toyasuduiionionssmuziidsansznusio
anuduiusiuuszmeduls wagorananeidu
druniliveansudstumagnsmanisening
UYIB1UNAA BTN VUBIIA19UR
Fadugruanuveussalunsduiieunsy
yINSLTBRNE TN Fee1admansE U
n1ss1seinwnaUsEleviwisiveslseme
e 9 egnwandedlaily

4) Soft Power NUUNUINYBIUTLANA
lugiinnalele

AReuiidedaunadn annsallsaladn-19
nanevdulonialunisvenaunumnianisys
Farawiaiuaine Soft Power vomangUszine
Tuede wu Bukedndielugsenaiusiing
vasnuluniniaely - WUBHN Wy 9
avimTanu Weunn wwed wesdea [usiu
wlFsud e wieufuiauslieiumsusse
aunANANTINTawiigiinaeels (South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation:
SAARC) Fusnlvsiiiteuansunumiiilundae
ogaudediu wudnriudoauilidumdur
Fosnsdanislsalain-19 uazdslidaey
wihnnewdiglvianiuendassayauseme
glsvunusema waglimnuyisiiaysene
Wieuthuegna avy. anuazfuywdnie

euFes “Tanvdalado-19: Uiuvilnl
TuyuuealneuazsinsUssma” (2563) dassy

(aswmsud |75>




Mg anumsallsalain-19 vliuseaneulan
wiuwwInensdnnstgmeaugidaa ey
qmmﬁugmmaﬂLLf;iazU'ﬁzmmm Uszinad
anunsauAulIAlARdIuNNTuUNUIMYDIST
Tunsdugihniswitdamn Inislianudity
uinusiuasUaonfemaguammilelainim
yaslaanymna uenNG HANTENUNILATYEAT
warnisifiesannlsalain-19 a1agieiiiy
audduvesnstuiedoudioussqidmaneg
nswaunfidBuvesusazUssma wazdu
wsandnduliaufnidesnisienuaani
winUSvgvensugianefsdiiuiiundy
lunszuamuAananvesnITimuluszaulan

usunlaniUasu nasnalneUsu
Tnediaruaiuisalunisususala
Whiuusunlanfiuasuudasiuanesiseniunu
Tngtanizog1edaiiunaianisuasdunig
VSRS TN BN U AT Y
Tnganunsauszanulsvleviias Shwgnduving
faonndastunalszlovinnemiunlaoge
Wuiedfun1sUTUimNInATEERa Nsdegu
nswanKarnsUSURAMaUeInsWantuR Ll
Jusedminsedosniuiilneasususile
Uszifunilsfionaasdodnlnduazunnsng
nusunlanludeaansiudune nsiawn
MepIvaTiasstosmalng wazdalenali
Fauansdudunfiunumlunssamueiianig
viosuiunisle 9 idwasonisensUsemneld
landdAguainissinslssmalnglugands
1a3n-19 Fsunazegfinisuszaudszlovi
Fushuanumnanifierufuduindsuinsy
mssaUsema daiszylilunkuwsiunangls
gnseansyR Uszinunisansdssima Tuide
“flannniagyIannis (Synergy)” G'Tfﬂ;j@au

(76 | SARANROM)

fifoiauauuy 2 Usens ite “uniedes” nsyalne
Tiidevimisihuasduindeuseutanse fil
1) a¥aiugIudmsunTavaInae
%99119 (Multi-track Diplomacy)
Fafilfiauolingain fuansdu q aed
unumangulunmsduiedeunsisussmnea
Fsmsfinsanaianudesleaiudunang
wientuiteiidunsemsisduiifimsialndiAestn
AAgaia MAUsEadann wazUszanauiily
fiduifianilside (stakeholders) lumsduiadiou
N5EMSHNUSEMARILYMIEY 9 Wonwitean
nalnn1suszyuund AudAnwIn1sAUTEmA
(International Studies Center: I1SC) N3gN34
nsnaUszIne enaffunumedylumsadeiid
vosamuidanlesingny uenani enafivsan
THiaesilomeulouns Wy msdafansuszan
aupLfleAnAuLInNT3L (Hackathon) Liteaina
nsilausinvesrugulndlunsneulanduas
FuindeunsmeUszmea viedalasens Public
Diplomacy Academy \fiead1siderieisauriu
WiouAUNSHAIUTINVRINIAIUAY 9 Vadlne
Tumsfvuanazduindounisiialszine
Tusgaulanuazgilnia
2) 1}3@13149 Soft Power MENSYAAISITUY
Inedifugrunineinsnssnssenaia
ogudn iosanlneduazmudenuszay
UszlnAang 9 (Bridge-builder) Tunannuaneiis
wazdadininensguuuusing 9 fiansnsandsiaeu
Huaiidlusuuuudaduuagsmasy and
o 19bne wielne winknulng n1wiuas
Aavdnusssulne Anuvainuaten1edeny
wagIausssuvosine iBelgaudsman
Aaderfegimtuagraugy agnslsfa
Inedavn “fdeans (Messenger)” #iagaia
thidassmwanilugngutimene Sesmsen



'
o [

Munedeludssvelneg wazv1lne

=b

]
o o [

vnerdelusisszmatuienadungu

. S

a o

Aflfnenmilazyisdearsauaiiioains
anufienivelusinasendld Tnsanzegnis
dleflvemnseaulatising q Aivhlinisdeans
Lufidunuuagldddansuuay venani

Tngesfinsanlfiaiosdiomameluladeng 4
wu yateyavunlvy (Big Data) lun1sfnu
Weupfnazauiuveslsznvululssine
e Wlefvuauleuienisyaansisny
ngrudeyadsuszing uazidunisyad
Fuimdoufeuinnssuesuriai @

v a
91994

g3f mansallna (un.). 2563. lanviadladn-19: vsunlvaluysueslneuagaiauszma. nzamw: anuadeann

AULVITANERSYA.

AudoTeufiny Rnadnsaluvinede. 2563. Ussivalneduiianannudeuudasgszidevlaniv (New World Order).
TenuideauesedinuleusuazeNsmMansn1IAN NTENTININYY.

L@Nass 91tunAsiiesh. 2563. 1aia-19: uaﬂ"dixLﬁumiLLﬁda‘ﬁ’uvmmstmﬁ’ﬂaﬂ LLasmmﬁ”lmwmmswﬂmaﬂwEJ.
The Momentum, 29 Ww1guU. https://themomentum.co/mask-diplomacy-amid-coronavirus/.

Allen, J. R. et al. 2021. The World After the Coronavirus. Foreign Policy, January 2. https://foreignpolicy.
com/2021/01/02/2021-coronavirus-predictions-global-thinkers-after-vaccine/.

(aswrysua’ | 77)




A ‘New Normal’

N GCC - Asia Health Cooperation?

[tt Thirarath

Second Secretary, Middle East Division

Department of South Asian, Middle East and African Affairs

A significant element of the growing trade in healthcare is the movement of

patients across national borders in pursuit of medical treatment — a phenomenon

known as “medical tourism.” For years, patients from the Middle East, especially

from the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, have travelled to Asia

for this purpose. Indeed, it has become quite common to see Arabs in their

traditional dishdasha or abaya walking around hotel-like private hospitals

and signs posted in Arabic in Asian medical hubs.

Yet, COVID-19 has disrupted this
mutually beneficial relationship by
shaking the foundation upon which it was
established, namely the freedom of
international travel. Under unprecedented
international travel restrictions, patients
from Gulf Arab countries undergoing

treatment overseas find themselves

unable to return home to their loved ones.
Families are unable to visit or care for
them. Meanwhile, those with severe or
life-threatening conditions at home are
also unable to seek medical attention
abroad. These developments are likely
to reshape the GCC - Asia medical tourism

market.

This article was originally published on the Middle East Institute on 28 July 2020 as part of the Middle East-Asia Project

(MAP) (https.//www.mei.edu/publications/new-normal-gcc-asia-health-cooperation)
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Medical Tourism between the GCC
and Asia

Medical tourism is an important form
of cooperation in the health sector between
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
and Asia. The increasing flow of patients
from the Gulf to Asia for medical treatment
in recent years has been underpinned
by a feature of GCC countries’ healthcare
systems that is unique, namely government
sponsorship of overseas medical treatment.
This article discusses the immediate impact
and possible implications of the Coronavirus
pandemic for GCC - Asia health cooperation.

GCC countries have lacked expertise in
certain specialised fields; therefore, they have
opted to finance patient travel elsewhere,
including Asia, where quality medical
treatment is accessible and affordable. While
the exact number of outbound patients
is often not disclosed, it is estimated that
around 650 patients in Kuwait were sent
abroad each month in 2018."

Meanwhile, several Asian countries

have been actively promoting medical

tourism and welcoming patients from
overseas. Thailand, for example, has prided
itself as a premiere medical hub known for
its affordable quality healthcare services
as are evident by the country’s 69 Joint
Commission International (JCI) - accredited
hospitals - among the top quarter in the
world.? Singapore alone has at least 15
hospitals that cater to the needs of medical
tourists, and English-speaking medical
workers who are accustomed to the needs of
foreign patients.” Malaysia has an advantage
when it comes to Muslim patients, as their
medical workers are knowledgeable about
Islamic customs.*

Thanks to this complementarity, Asian
medical tourism has benefited immensely
from GCC patients. For example, in Thailand,
it is estimated that as many as 58% of the
total inbound medical tourists are from the
Middle East.” The patients pay for medical
treatment, while their accompanying
family members spend generously on
accommodation, travelling, and shopping,

helping to contribute to the local economy.

' Keith Pollard, “The medical tourism tide is turning,” Omnia Health, January 22, 2020, https://insights. omnia-health.com/

hospital-management/medical-tourism-tide-turning.

2 “Thailand leads Southeast Asian countries with 66 JCl-accredited hospitals,” Thailand Business News, June 3, 2019,

https://www.thailand-business-news.com/tourism/72887-thailand-leads-southeast-asian-countries-with-

66-jci-accredited-hospitals.html.

*“Asia’s Top 5 Medical Tourism Destinations,” Pacific Prime, accessed June 28, 2020, https://www.pacificprime.com/

resources/news/asia%E2%80%99s-top-5-medical-tourism-destinations/.

*Ibid.

® “Thailand Medical Tourism Industry On A Downward Path,” Thailand Medical News, November 12, 2019,

https://www.thailandmedical.news/news/thailand-medical-tourism-industry-on-a-downward-path.
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It is estimated that the average cost per
case ranges from US$125,000 to 340,000.°
According to the latest research by the
World Travel and Tourism Council, Thailand
is among the top five destinations of inbound

medical tourism spending globally.’

A Downturn in Outbound Medical
Tourism from the GCC

Even before COVID-19 paralysed the
world in 2020, the number of inbound
medical tourists from the GCC in Asia had
already declined. This is the byproduct
of the GCC governments’ national health
strategies, which aim to increase their
domestic healthcare capacity in order to make
their healthcare systems more sustainable,
thereby effectively decreasing the need for
overseas treatment.

For example, Saudi Arabia has set
its sights on transforming its healthcare

by developing domestic Health Graduate

Programme “to contribute to the qualification
of specialised health professionals.”®
Qatar is seeking to build “a skilled national
workforce capable of providing high quality
health services.”” Oman aims to build
“qualified national talents and capabilities
that are pioneer in health scientific research
and innovation.”™® And Bahrain aspires to
provide all Bahraini nationals and residents
with access to quality healthcare through
“developing, attracting and retaining
health-care talent.”"!

Consequently, GCC citizens and
residents now have, or will soon have,
access to quality healthcare services at
home. Bahrain’s Dilmunia Health District
and Oman’s International Medical City are
examples of such projects that are underway."
Saudi Arabia has also been overhauling its
healthcare infrastructure with state-of-the-art
treatment facilities.”” Meanwhile, the United

Arab Emirates has itself become a medical

®Pollard, “The medical tourism tide is turning.”

"Karnjana Karnjanatawe, “Medical tourism report released,” The Bangkok Post, November 28, 2019, https://
www.bangkokpost.com/travel/1803964/medical-tourism-report-released.

® National Transformation Program : Delivery Plan 2018-2020, Saudi Vision 2030, https://vision2030.gov.sa/sites/
default/files/attachments/NTP%20English%20Public%20Document 2810.pdf

° “Qatar National Vision 2030,” General Secretariat For Development Planning, July 2008, https://www.gco.
gov.qa/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/GCO-QNV-English.pdf

1 “National Priorities,” Oman Vision 2040, accessed June 27, 2020, https://www.2040.0om/en/national-priorities/.

" Government of Bahrain, From Regional Pioneer to Global Contender: The Economic Vision 2030 for Bahrain,
https://bahrain.bh/wps/wcm/connect/38f53f2f-9ad6-423d-9¢96-2dbf17810c94/Vision%2B2030%2B
English9%2B%28low%2Bresolution%29.pdf?MOD=AJPERES.

" “GCC Healthcare Industry,” Alpen Capital, March 26, 2018, https://omanhealthexpo.com/uploads/GCC-Healthcare.pdf.

PPrem Jagyasi, “The changing healthcare scenario in GCC: creating new opportunities in medical tourism,”

The Arab Hospital Magazine, http://thearabhospital.com/articles-eng/changing-healthcare-scenario-gcc/.
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destination, with inbound patients from
its neighbouring countries and even from
Russia and China, thanks to projects such
as the Dubai Healthcare City, which is “the
world’s largest healthcare free economic
zone” and a prime health and wellness
destination for global health travellers."* "

While there is a slight chance that this
trend could be reversed if the Asian medical
hubs can somehow manage to raise the
quality of their healthcare services so high
that there is a significant discrepancy between
the GCC and Asia, it is more likely that the
fallout from COVID-19 is going to bolster this
existing trend for several reasons.

First, the pandemic is a stark reminder
to the GCC governments why their national
health strategies are so vital and why those
that are not doing enough must do more,
while those are already doing well must
strive to do even better. When the pandemic
grinds international travel to a halt, the risk
of GCC countries’ healthcare systems, which
rely heavily on overseas treatment and
foreign medical workers, quickly become
exposed. Thus, following the pandemic,
the GCC countries will likely amplify its
efforts to ensure more self-reliance for their
healthcare systems. With the national

healthcare strategies already laid out, it will

be more important than ever that they not
only talk the talk, but also walk the walk,
in order to make sure that their peoples
have access to adequate healthcare services
in the face of an unexpected crisis.
Second, even when some GCC
countries would choose to continue the
overseas treatment programmes, the global
economic slowdown after the pandemic
will most likely restrict their financial ability
to subsidise costly overseas treatments.
Kuwait and Oman spent as much as US$1.5
billion (2015) and US$492 million (2017) on
outbound medical tourism, making them
the second- and sixth-largest spender in the
world, respectively.'® This is unsustainable
in the long run, especially when considering
persistent low oil prices. Thus, the GCC
countries are not likely to splurge on an
expensive fix to their healthcare problems;
instead, they are likely to begin earnestly
investing in a more sustainable solution.
Lastly, strict international travel
restrictions will probably continue to
discourage some people from travelling at
least for the next several years. According
to S&P Global Ratings, it is predicted that
international travels will not recover at least

until 2024."

“Ibid.
' “GCC Healthcare Industry,” Alpen Capital.

16Kamjana‘tawe, “Medical tourism report released.”

" Anurag Kotoky, “Don’t count on a recovery in global air travel before 2024, S&P says,” Fortune, May 29, 2020,

https://fortune.com/2020/05/29/recovery-global-air-travel-2024-coronavirus/.
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A ‘New Normal’ in GCC - Asia Health
Cooperation

While the effects of COVID-19 will
not make GCC patients disappear entirely
from Asia, Asian medical hubs will have to
embrace the probable scenario that there
will continue to be a significant decrease
in the number of patients from the GCC in
the foreseeable future — a trend that is
only to be aggravated by the rising costs of
treatment and living in Asia as well as the
strengthening of Asian currencies.’®

However, the Asian medical hubs
should not equate this trend to a decline
in their overall health cooperation. While
it might be true that after the eventual
resumption of international travels, patients
from other Asian countries, especially from
China and CLM countries (Cambodia, Laos,
and Myanmar), may help make up for the
decrease in the number of patients from
the GCC, the Asian medical hubs should not
just turn their back on the GCC.

There are, in fact, still opportunities for

the Asian countries to promote their status as

medical hubs among the GCC countries even
when GCC patients will not travel there. For
instance, the Asian medical hubs have the
expertise to help the GCC countries build
their much-needed domestic healthcare
capacity. While many GCC countries have
successfully developed facilities and
equipment at home, they are still lacking
in local human resources.” ?° Thus, Asian
medical hubs can help support the GCC’s
capacity building through initiatives such as
exchanges of doctors, training, scholarships,
and other health-related activities and
collaborations. A good example is the
Visiting Doctor Programme between Prince
of Songkla University of Thailand and the
Ministry of Health of Bahrain, whereby Thai
doctors are dispatched to Bahrain and
Bahraini doctors can exchange knowledge
with their Thai counterparts.

Another way to continue to promote
Asian medical hubs is to invest in the
healthcare services in the GCC, transferring
the expertise and hospitality directly to the
region. This is by no means novel, but it is
now more relevant than ever. An example of
Asian private sector that has already begun
to invest in the GCC is Thailand’s Chiva-Som

International Health Resort, which is set to

" “Thailand Medical Tourism Industry On A Downward Path.”

YPollard, “The medical tourism tide is turning.”

? Javaid 1. Sheikh, Sohaila Cheema, Karima Chaabna, Albert B. Lowenfels, and Ravinder Mamtani, “Capacity

building in health care professions within the Gulf Cooperation Council countries: Paving the way forward,”

BMC Medical Education (2019) 19:83, https://doi.org/10.1186/512909-019-1513-2.
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open Zulal Wellness Resort in Qatar later
this year — the first such resort in the
Middle East.”!

These are only a few examples of how
the Asian medical hubs can continue to
maintain their image as leading healthcare
providers for the GCC. This will not only
help to reinforce their status as the world’s
medical hubs, but also maintain the health
cooperation between the GCC and Asia
despite the downturn in medical tourism
between the two regions.

Yet, it is equally important to
acknowledge that there would be challenges
in implementation. For instance, it is unlikely
that the Asian medical hubs will have the
bandwidth to send their medical specialists
overseas for an extended period of time
given the already high demand at home.
Or there could be restrictions or barriers to
foreign investments in the healthcare sector
in the GCC. Or the Asian private sector too
will have to face the economic recession
at home, which may make them more
risk averse to foreign investments in the
foreseeable future.

Therefore, it is crucial that governments
in both regions explore these new
opportunities, building on the existing
momentum and lending their support
to relevant stakeholders where needed.
A coherent whole-of-government strategy

is imperative to prepare the two regions

to take full advantage of the ‘new normal’

in their health cooperation.

Conclusion

In the aftermath of COVID-19, there
will almost definitely be a decline in medical
tourism from the GCC in Asia; however, this
does not necessarily have to translate to a
decline in the overall health cooperation
between the two regions. In fact, the current
trends have presented new opportunities
for both regions. On the one hand, Asian
countries have the expertise and capacity
that is still lacking in the GCC. On the other
hand, the GCC countries — more than ever
— need to step up efforts to strengthen
their domestic healthcare capacity.

Asian countries can still showcase their
healthcare expertise by helping the GCC
countries achieve self-sufficiency through
health cooperation. It is incumbent on
Asian and GCC governments and the private
sector to work in tandem to adapt to the
‘new normal’ in their health cooperation.
Success in this endeavour will both enhance
people-to-people relations and lay a solid
foundation for cooperation in other areas
in the years to come.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions
expressed in this article are solely those of
the author and do not necessarily reflect
the official policy or position of any agency
of the Royal Thai Government. @

Zpollard, “The medical tourism tide is turning.”
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*guuusle tela (Umberto Eco), 35iaun A ussasen (Come Viaggiare con un salmone), trans. W335l

WeyUselasy (ngamme: ddnfiuiewdend, 2561), v 28.

*“The Triple Helix model (Leydesdorff and Etzkowitz 1996) postulates that in a knowledge-based society

the boundaries between public and private sector, science and technology, university and industry are

increasingly fading, giving rise to a system of overlapping interactions: (a) industry operates as the center of

production; (b) government acts as the source of contractual relations that guarantee stable interaction

and exchange; and (c) universities are the source of new knowledge and technology. Moreover, each sphere,

while retaining its primary role and identity, “takes the role of the other,” for example, universities take

the role of industry in supporting start-up creation in incubator and accelerator projects.” ﬁuﬁu%’ayjmﬁmﬁm

n1sida Silicon Valley lagld Triple Helix Model Aduled https://triplehelixjournal.springeropen.com/

articles/10.1186/s40604-018-0060-x

(aswrysua’ | 115>




iBevlnu: n1a/ioan 1Ideulaguuwu
UuUsIdurdIdausy 919nne°
n1sAuNnIAINn NN e dlng
feeRouliinaniios 1 Faluamsyindy Tt
azanavisduegeds Tnganizdlodioy
Fuidleasosuniad 4 - 5 7 f.as.uuARa3
LazANEIYTUNITYIIBLUT AR NHELNS
Asanraunlugsulatuiinliin Aeuiunig
Frodedmanylunudindaazldinainda
3 1w’ ninazdaleslugd
awdlesdeddudeunaudilud 2563
fadlarssuasanlayliledwaduunuy
JwmuTusg 9 nuunsaen wazins LT uTes
fnsesdalisonszualninfidinsaunain
Jeugiina dre1msvesaunduidesing
fiituadoiensznieglifuinnandoun
ifnenmsasiurlagatsnii 12 suaulud 2562
wAne1dodednddaduaniudnw 39
uazdsaumeunsauluaueing o susdus
vaslnguazindudulan nyerasdrdnauy
5UIATS LATAISIUIBAIINATAINATUATY
Seargegaesdimialimianniayme s
AN YAY 9 ﬁaﬂamﬁﬁﬂé%’qﬁms‘?ﬁsﬂm
PNUBNUNAUILATYFAILALTIANWLNIVIRA
MSuudausd 25047 and ladldvinane

| e al

ULl ulandneaitanizdivaadiealn
ALLLAYRY Y1NTelnldansdaansiumie
“ANiIDY” (AwKiD) LAINIAIBHINULLDS
Wusaaifveemsiuiliendundn quwu
fapsduamnuinanssulasAalsiudny eysny
A0NUMNYNITUTIDIDU LRANRADINANIAUTLLNG
PEALYINUAIULTINIIFNEUT NANTTULNAT
naneLdununisiausssusulsziiiuadla
nanuiuauelaldusnIngIuag ¢ vl
a I I~ %
Wealndnanedudinuignisuleuneniu
\FITWFNa319a55A (creative economy) U84
Syunallagiu Aidesnisasradesinadlmdu
AUKUUBITTUULATYFAIMLAUTR AR
¢ vy a o & < X A o
paAANUIosRuNugALTsluiun Fagu
Feimdveadinsvnsdmindedluiing
Tusudgsermsmdeusuauen1ue
Useineglsy 16 Useine uae 1 nquussina’
ANFIUNSERAUNIVBNI1IN “ [Tl
3jai] Judeunsimuiuilugdeddud 4.0
DT INLATAULIAINIENTS U IRNTTY
LaENNITIATIARMANINSNAN YAl
6 =) a d'
ANAULINYBINITLAUNIIAUAIN North
Gate Jazz Bar uvniwasudanianle n519a
° 2 v ad & ~ |
N591U28 LUULRIUDY @mﬂauwut,wmuﬂumﬂm
wazilud@eunildete “auldven” @309
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Time flies, things change but charming never does,” Instagram photo, December 26, 2019, https://www.

instagram.com/p/B6hYIMIhOAZz/?utm_source=ig web copy _link.

® Daniel McGilvary, A Half Century Among the Siamese and the Lao: an Autobiography (Fleming H. Revell

Company, 1912).
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Weslmidlowinanssuasnaasse,” Creative City Chiang Mai, accessed December 25, 2020, https://www.
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Story of cities #12: Haussmann rips up Paris — and divides France to this day,” The Guardian, accessed

December 25, 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/mar/31/story-cities-12-paris-baron-haussmann-
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The Royal Thai Consulate-General in Kolkata
Donation of 2 ventilators and 1 ICU patient bed
to Jai Prakash Narayan Hospital, Gaya, Bihar

> |

during the outbreak of COVID-19
Under the Royal Thai Government’s Initiative to

Empower Public Health Capacitics in Bihar, India

September-October 2020

www.facebook.com/thaikolkata
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PROGRAMME OF THE STATE VISIT
OF
HIS MAJESTY BHUMIBOL ADULYADE]
KING OF THAILAND
AND
HER MAJESTY QUEEN SIRIKIT

FRIDAY — DECEMBER 18th, 1959

Morning
11.00 a.m. — Arrival at  Tan-Son-Nhit International
Airport.
21 gun salute.
Reception at the Airport.
Welcome remarks by His Excellency the
President of the Republic of Viét-Nam
and reply by His Majesty The King of
Thailand.
Presentation of the Key to the City of
Saigon by the Prefect of Saigon.
Full military honours.
Departure from the Airport.
PROGRAMME Motorcade to Dinh Gia-l{.ong.
Afternoon ’

00.30 p.m. — Lunch at Dinh Gia-Long.

04.30 p.m. — Their Majesties The King and The Queen
of Thailand make a return call on
His Excellency The President of the

STATE VISIT Republic of Viét-Nam at Dinh Dac-Lap.

05.30 p.m. — Their Majesties The King and The Queen
receive the Chiefs of Diplomatic and

OF Consular Missions and their wives at
Dinh Gia-Long.

08.30 p.m. — State Dinner at Dinh Dée-Lap.

OF THE

HIS MAJESTY BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ

KING OF THAILAND

AND SATURDAY — DECEMBER 19th, 1959
HER MAJESTY QUEEN SIRIKIT Marning
08.30 a.m. — Wreath laying ceremony at the Souvenir
Temple (Bach Thao Park).
= (Their Majesties The King and The Queen

will be accompanied by Mr. Nguyén-dinh.-
Thuén, Secretary of State at the Pres-

idency).
DECEMBER 1821, 1959 09.15 a.m. — His Majesty The King of Thailand will be
honoured at a review at the Viétnamese
SAIGON, VIETNAM Armed Forces Headquarters.

(His Majesty The King will be accompanied
by Mr. Tran-trung-Dung, Assistant Secre-
tary of State for National Defence).

Afternoon

00.30 p.m. — Lunch at Dinh Gia-Long.

04.00 p.m. — The University of Saigon confers upon His
Majesty The King of Thailand the Degree
of Doctor of Law, Honoris Causa.

(His Majesty The King will be accompanied
by Mr. Tran-huu-Thé, Secretary of State
for Education).

07.30 p.m. — Dinner in honour of His Excellency The
President of the Republic of Viét-Nam
given by Their Majesties The King and
The Queen of Thailand at the Thai
Embassy.

Reception at the Thai Embassy at 09.30 p.m.,
after Dinner.
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