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Remarks
by
His Excellency Somchai Wongsawat
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
at the Opening session of the 3 ACMECS Summit
7 November 2008 Hanoi, Vietham

Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung,

Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister Bouasone Bouphavanh,
Prime Minister General Thein Sein,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to participate in
this Third ACMECS Summit in Hanoi. As the GMS Minister
attending the GMS Summit in Vientiane in March this year, |
feel very much privileged to further our cooperation under
ACMECS, which is an integral part of the GMS framework.

Promoting political security, socio-economic and
cultural relations with our neighbors have always been top
priority in our foreign policy. This has been demonstrated by
our close cooperation under both the GMS and ACMECS

frameworks.
Excellencies,

We are very much encouraged by the progress and
successful outcomes of our cooperation under the ACMECS
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framework. In the development of transport linkages during

the past few years, we have seen a sharp increase in trade,
investment and tourism among ACMECS countries as a
result of the progress in the development of transportation
and communications infrastructure and in simplifying cross-
border inspection procedures.

The progress of the East-West Economic Corridor
projects, the completion and the opening of the Second
Mekong Bridge linking Mukdahan and Savannakhet, and the
Haivan Tunnel in Da Nang have substantially facilitated and
increased the movement of goods and peoples between
Thailand, Lao PDR and Vietnam. In addition, the improvement
of roads connecting our countries along the border areas has
helped increase cross-border trade, investment and tourism in
the region.

| wish to confirm our commitment to further cooperate
and support the development of transportation network
under GMS flagship projects, North-South / East-West and
Southern Economic Corridor, which are also major ACMECS
projects. Thailand will continue to support the development
of transportation network with ACMECS member countries so
as to complete the missing links of the GMS projects, such
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as the road linking Chiang Rai — Houaysay - Louang Nam
tha - Boten, the third Mekong bridge linking Nakorn Phanom
- Kam Muan, the construction of the road linkage from Mae
Sod - Myawaddy — Kawkareik and the improvement of the
Chong Sangam - Anlong Veng — Siem Riep route.

In the tourism sector, we believe the ACMECS Single
Visa Agreement between Thailand and Cambodia signed
last year to promote the concept of “Five Countries One
Destination” will help increase the number of tourists to our
ACMECS region.

At the last GMS Summit, Thailand proposed the GMS
tourism loop to link historical and nature destinations. The
private sector was invited to invest in logistics infrastructure
development. | hope that the route will one day become a
reality.

Excellencies,

ACMECS countries are not immune to the recent
global financial crisis, and have been affected by volatile
oil and food prices. As major commodity producers and
exporters, we have witnessed both surges and slumps in
commodity prices. Mechanisms under ACMECS have been
initiated to address the problem, such as agricultural
investment under the “Contract Farming” flagship project, which
has increased income for farmers and trade volume. But we
still need to do more to fully utilize the scheme while the
conclusion of MOU on Contract Farming is still pending.

To help guarantee regional food sufficiency, we should

nssnsHIMsAHYsanA - 21
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encourage increased public and private investment in
agricultural infrastructure, research and development, as well
as consult with Development Partners to come up with
strategies to assure accessibility of food and acceptable
prices for exporters.

Excellencies,

Human resource development and capacity building are
vital for economic and social development. We will continue
to support human resource development in neighboring
countries. The signing of the MOU on Vocational Training
Development in ACMECS countries between Thailand and
Vietham yesterday will also work towards this end. Thailand
has a long tradition of providing HRD assistance to the
sub-region in fields ranging from public health, agriculture,
and education to logistics network development and customs
procedures. Today, | am pleased to offer an additional 100
scholarships to ACMECS countries for post-graduate studies
in Thailand.

Excellencies,

| wish to express appreciation for the assistance
provided by Development Partners thus far, and wish to
encourage their increased involvement on the bilateral and
trilateral basis. To follow up on our commitment at the
Ministerial Meeting in Mandalay in May 2007, | would like to
reiterate Thailand’s readiness to host a meeting between
ACMECS and interested Development Partners next year. |
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also urge further discussion

T

B oot R v on guidelines for their
\_Fa.—"_‘l. f

participation in ACMECS
projects.

On the role of governors
and local authorities in
promoting cooperation under our ACMECS framework, | wish
to refer to the Vientiane Declaration which recognizes the
important role of governors of border provinces.

Many provinces have established Sister Cities relations
and have taken turns organizing annual meetings to promote
the use of ACMECS transportation network to enhance
trade, investment, tourism, and cultural relations with our
neighbouring countries.

Excellencies,

Recognising the tremendous resources required for
development of these projects and programs, Thailand shares
the view of our colleagues that, in order to maximize benefit
from the limited financial resources for development, we
should streamline, synergise and harmonise all those projects
and programs under the various sub-regional cooperation
frameworks.

On public-private partnership for development, we
fully recognise the role of the private sector in promoting
trade, investment and tourism. Thailand wishes to confirm our
commitment to facilitate and promote trade and investment by

NSENSHMSANYSANA 23
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investors within and beyond ACMECS countries, particularly to
invest in infrastructure development.

| am pleased that the business sectors of ACMECS
countries have developed their close cooperation through the
ACMECS Business Councils. Their dialogue with us later this
afternoon demonstrates the importance of public-private
partnership in promoting economic and social development.

Excellencies,

Finally, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to
the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam for
hosting this Meeting and for the very warm welcome and
excellent hospitality extended to me and my delegation.

Thank you.
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Special Lecture “Thailand’s Foreign Policy in the 21 Century”
by H.E. Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva
Prime Minister of Thailand
on the Occasion of the 25" Anniversary of the
Devawongse Varopakarn Institute of Foreign Affairs
Vithes Samosorn, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
30 March 2009

Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Introduction

I am very pleased to be invited to speak today on the
occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Devawongse Varopa-
karn Institute of Foreign Affairs. It is an important part of the
Thai foreign service, as it provides all-year-round training
courses for Thai diplomats and officials of other government
agencies to develop and refine their skills in foreign affairs.

It is my privilege to be at this distinguished gathering
of not only current ambassadors, diplomats and officials, but
also those who, in the past, served so successfully as Thailand’s
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ambassadors, permanent secretaries and foreign ministers.
This group is part of our fine diplomatic tradition. The important
role you played in bringing Thai diplomacy to the level of
excellence is certainly a part of the legacy of Thai diplomacy.

During the colonial era, Thailand was able to maintain
its independence and sovereignty thanks to the skill, wisdom
and courage of our kings. These universal qualities were also
embodied in His Royal Highness Prince Devawongse Varopa-
karn. Prince Devawongse showed by example how crucial the
quality of Thailand’s diplomatic personnel is in steering our
country through the turbulence and uncertainties of the
international environment. | congratulate the Institute that bears
his name on its 25th anniversary, and | am pleased to offer
some thoughts on the foreign policy challenges facing Thailand
in the 21st century.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Changes of landscape

The world’s political and economic landscape has
changed dramatically during the past few decades. Many
new developments have accounted for this important change.
Globalisation is taking place more rapidly. China and India
are emerging prominently in the regional and global context.
National economies are growing more and more interdependent.
Free trade and regional groupings are increasingly becoming
more intertwined. The rise of non-traditional threats such as
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terrorism and transnational crimes, food security, and public
health, energy and environmental issues have all contributed
to this important change.

In this changing world, our engagement with the world
has not only expanded, but expectations have been raised.
Thailand and her partners are now expected to develop
mutually beneficial partnerships through even more rigorous
bilateral fora, as well as within multilateral frameworks.

Most significantly, we now have to work against a
backdrop of new challenges. The global economic crisis
originated in developed economies but is expected to have
greater effects in developing economies. It has adversely
affected some countries in a greater degree than others,
and some will rise out of the rubble stronger than others.
Terrorism, an ever more difficult threat, is indeed not easy
to counter when terrorist acts are performed by non-state
actors and based on social injustice. Climate change and
environmental degradation remain important challenges. It has
been predicted for some time that dwindling key natural
resources, such as freshwater, may lead to competition and
even conflict.

The 21st century was once predicted to be the Century
of Asia. Whether this will be realised or not, it is indeed clear
that Asia has great potential. Utilising the potential would
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require all Asian countries to cooperate more closely, and

to adapt more accordingly, given the current backdrop and
challenges.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Foreign policy in the 21st century
Government Priorities

Thailand is not only facing a backdrop of new global
challenges. We had a volatile domestic situation that
significantly affected the confidence that countries would have
placed on Thailand in normal circumstances. Three months
ago we had a barely functioning government. Thailand was
faced with political instability, conflict and confrontation. Today,
we have made substantial progress. Since assuming office, we
have contained the conflict, we have a functioning government
and have put politics back into parliament and began to bring
back confidence. As highlighted in the government’s Policy
Statement, my government will continue to work hard on the
process of political reform to bring harmony and reconciliation
to the society. We will continue through the path of
reconciliation by working closely with all sectors of society,
whether the opposition party or civil society. My trips to Davos,
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Tokyo, London, Jakarta and Vientiane, as well as the 14th

ASEAN Summit that we hosted, were successful in bringing
back confidence in Thailand’s economy and political
development. We have announced to the world that we are
now back to normal and back in business. Thailand, its
politics and economy, is now back on its proper course, and
| can assure you that my Government will be guided by
the principles of democracy, good governance, transparency,
respect for justice, and the rule of law.

Last year, the political instability and global economic
crisis both took its heavy toll on the domestic economy. Our
exports and tourism have inevitably been affected, with a big
drop in exports of around thirty percent and tourism of around
eighteen to twenty percent. But since | took office, we have
taken decisive and swift decisions to implement measures that
are necessary to sustain purchasing power in the country.
The economic stimulus package includes short-term, medium-
term and long-term measures to stimulate Thailand’s overall
economy and to promote investment and consumption among
the people and private sectors. The package that we’ve
put in place includes programs that will make sure that the
people who are the hardest hit, particularly the poor, are well
looked after. For the agricultural sector, we have made sure
that there is enough support so that our farmers continue to

40  Ingasysud

(1-7-52).indd  Sec1:40 13/10/2552 11:52:58 ‘ ‘



(1-7-52).indd  Secl:41

get good prices for their crops. We also have rural funds

that will be set up in all villages, so that they may generate
some jobs and also opportunities for longer term sustainable
development. For the unemployed or those at risk of being
unemployed, we have a comprehensive training program aimed
at least at 500,000 people where they will be retrained for
new jobs or even start up new enterprises, preferably back in
their rural, local areas. For low income earners, we have a
program that has already given out cash handouts. We have
also free education programmes, special funds for senior
citizens, as well as some of the public health volunteers and
staffs all over the country. These measures are aimed at short
term stimulation of domestic demand to sustain us through
what we feel as the most difficult period of the crisis, which
will be the first three quarters of this year. We remain cautious
as we know that there may be more downward revisions on
global demand. We are also seeking loans from international
financial institutions, not because we lack reserves, but
because those reserves cannot be used for development and
infrastructure projects, according to our laws. We want to make
sure we have enough generation of demand and purchasing
power and also continue on development projects. However,
the risk for the Thai government is that some of the economic
measures undertaken may have unintended consequences and
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be interpreted as protectionism in disguise. There is therefore
a need to explain and coordinate with the international
community, such as through ASEAN and G20, to show that
in spite of the difficulties, Thailand will adhere to principles
of free trade.

Thailand needs support from our international friends
through a long-term partnership to help develop Thailand
and the region. This will include cooperation in infrastructure
development through fora such as ASEAN, IMT-GT, GMS and
ACMECS. It will also include cooperation in areas such as
education and environment. The support from international
partners will bring development goals to reality. As domestic
conditions and interests relate to how foreign policies are
formulated, our foreign policy will work to bring back confidence
to the domestic situation, and thus the country itself.

At the beginning of the 21st century, Thailand will
continue to adapt to the ever-changing conditions of the world.
For every issue that is in our national interest, we will be
engaged. For every threat to international peace and security,
we will put our guard up, and act, speak out and render a
helping hand whenever possible. For every initiative that will
make the world a better place, we will offer our support.

All of us here are unlikely to live out the entire
century. But what is certain is that our successors will see
a Thailand that is actively, flexibly and constructively engaged
in foreign affairs. They will have confidence not only in the
country, but also in a Thailand that is a dependable partner
in the world and a key player in the region.
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Southeast Asia and ASEAN as core

The fundamental principles of Thailand’s foreign policy
remain unchanged. As a country strategically located in the
heart of Southeast Asia, our focus would remain in the region.
Bilateral ties with our immediate neighbours and ASEAN will
continue to be our priorities. We recognise that our futures
are intertwined, and that we can only prosper if our neighbours
prosper. We will therefore continue to cooperate with our
neighbours on sustainable development, through technical
assistance and other exchanges, bilaterally and in conjunction
with third parties. In the years to come, we will work
even harder to resolve all outstanding border issues with
neighbouring countries, while seeking to promote cooperation
in all spheres. Many of you know that we are also a suitable
channel for countries beyond the region that are interested
in regional developments, to be constructively engaged in
regional affairs. To put it frankly, we hope to achieve even
more with our neighbours this century than in the past five
centuries combined.

It is my government’s policy to continue building on
our existing bilateral assistance, as well as support tripartite
cooperation, for development and humanitarian purposes to
our neighbours and beyond in times of need, such as in
natural disasters and other crises. Our efforts to provide help,
and cooperation we received for this purpose, during Cyclone
Nargis were a recent case in point, which you all would recall.
Of our many assistance projects, the most recent one is the
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construction of a rail-link between Thanaleng Railway Station
in Laos and Nong Khai Province in Thailand, which was
inaugurated in March. We also donated monetary assistance
to Zimbabwe through the International Committee of the Red
Cross to help combat the cholera epidemic that began last
year. Just last week, the Thai Government, through Foreign
Minister Kasit, provided monetary contribution to Myanmar to
help reconstruct pagodas and religious sites destroyed by
Cyclone Nargis.

As the current Chair of ASEAN, | would be remiss not
to mention the importance of ASEAN centrality. In 11 days
time, we will be hosting the ASEAN Summits with Dialogue
Partners and welcoming 15 world leaders, the United Nations
Secretary-General and presidents of international financial
institutions in Pattaya. There, ASEAN and her partners will
make headway in collectively addressing the urgent need to
address the global economic and financial crisis. Realising the
ASEAN Community, as stipulated in the ASEAN Charter, will
not be an easy path. But with our joint efforts, we will soon
be a more harmonious and prosperous community of Southeast
Asian nations. Our community will be stronger, more resilient
and better equipped to respond to global challenges.

Reaching Out
It is our intention that Thailand should reach out. So

far, we have reached out and forged relations with regions
located as far away from Thailand as Central Asia, Latin
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America and the Caribbean, Africa and the South Pacific.
Although our two newest embassies, located in Lima and
Abuja, are quite distant, | am sure that our ambassadors, who
are the heads of “Team Thailand”, will move the relations
forward. The same goes for other new missions in the pipeline,
including Tripoli. So to continue our efforts to ensure that
Thailand has close and friendly relations with all countries
in the world, | am supportive of increasing our diplomatic
representation and physical presence in foreign countries as
necessary, preferably with all Thai agencies working under
one roof. | also note with pleasure the opening up of our
Permanent Mission to ASEAN in Jakarta.

Role in Multilateral Fora

At the international level, this century would see
Thailand be more actively engaged in promoting international
cooperation to address global and transnational issues,
including human and narcotics trafficking, that affect Thailand
as much as other countries in the world. | would mention
that Thailand will seek to move in pace with the world. For
example, we may not know what kind of diseases would
emerge in the middle or latter parts of this century, say 50
or 60 years from now. Nevertheless, we will always keep
our heads up and address threats like these immediately and
collectively. Our foreign policy is also about our focus on
international economic policy---our commitment to free trade,
our determination to eliminate trade barriers---which will be
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heard at the London Summit next week. | will be attending
as ASEAN Chair and along with the President of Indonesia,
carry the ASEAN message that countries will not resort to
protectionism in addressing the global economic downturn

Any solution to global challenges will require not only
political will, but economic incentives to drive technology in
the right direction. To mitigate global warming, alternative
and renewable sources of energy must be developed and at
competitive prices. Energy will no longer be about natural
resource endowment but brainpower and market competition,
as the best minds vie for market share through the most
efficient technologies.

In the United Nations, Thailand’s contribution and active
role do not need to be proven. Thailand is an early member
of the UN and later became President of the 11th Session
of the UN General Assembly in 1956. The excellence of
Thai diplomacy was also prevalent in 1985 during our non-
permanent membership of the UN Security Council. We are
adding on to our contributions in the UN by presenting our
candidature to become non-permanent member of the
Security Council in the year 2017. Thailand has supported
peace-keeping operations under the UN in the past and we
will continue to be engaged in the peacekeeping effort. We
will expand our partnership with all UN-affiliated agencies.
Meanwhile, the World Trade Organisation and international
financial institutions will continue to find Thailand as a close
partner. In fact, | have invited presidents of the institutions like
the World Bank, IMF and ADB to discuss important matters
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at the ASEAN Summits in Pattaya next month.

Aside from ASEAN and the UN, we will further enhance
our role and work for the development of the numerous
regional and sub-regional frameworks, organisations and
economic groupings, as well as strengthen our cooperation
with groupings that we are not a member of or have an
observer status.

Participatory Foreign Policy

Thai foreign policy is not only about foreign relations,
or looking outwards. Foreign policy is a conduit between the
international and domestic spheres. As the country develops,
the public is demanding more of government, and it is the
duty of government to respond satisfactorily. It is therefore
imperative that the Thai public be included and given a role
in the formulation and implementation of policy. Their views
and needs must be heard and taken into account. Thai
diplomacy must take a more people-centred approach and
adhere to a participatory foreign policy. Today’s Thai citizens,
more assertive and active, are the ultimate beneficiaries of Thai
foreign policy.

One of the most important parts of foreign policy
under my government is the commitment to protect and
promote the rights and interests of Thai nationals, including
workers and the private sector abroad. We have focused on
consular matters and the welfare of Thai citizens abroad,
equipping them with knowledge that may protect them from
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being violated or discriminated against while living or working
outside Thailand. Thai communities abroad must also be
empowered, so that they will be able to live with dignity and
contribute to the development of their host countries.

Diplomats of Speed and Excellence

Indeed, we live in a fast-moving world. Everything,
including diplomacy, just as the Foreign Minister said, moves
at such a high speed. So diplomats must be multi-taskers
who are constantly “in the loop” and able to keep up to
speed with advancements in information and communication
technology. | guess when we finish this programme and
have our reception, our diplomats would have to “work the
room” at great speed. Foreign policy must be prepared to
effectively respond in any situation. We need a foreign policy
that is effective, flexible, balanced, engaging and forward-
looking. While the core values of the policy may not change
drastically in the decades to come, the process and approach
of the policy may change according to the situation at
hand.

As successful as Thai diplomacy may have been in the
past, we must never rest on our laurels or be content to dwell
on our past glories. Our diplomats need to have standards at
least equal to those of other countries if we are to navigate
the 21st century successfully. We will therefore pursue the
training of our diplomats so that they will develop the highest
standards---and become the “world class diplomats” that we
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hope to build. | have every confidence in the quality of the
officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and am certain that,
as one of the most competent and efficient Thai government
agencies, they will continue to be the professionals and
practitioners that Thailand will depend on to advance Thai
interests and Thailand’s stature in the world to an even
higher plane.

As ambassadors and diplomats, you all serve as the
eyes and ears of your governments and your peoples,
submitting accurate in-depth reports to your capitals on issues
that are important to national interest. Allow me to offer a
reminder to all diplomats, Thai and foreign, that it is crucial
to prepare and brace ourselves for the changes in the world
that lie ahead. As | mentioned earlier, some countries were
more severely affected by the global economic downturn than
others. Therefore, we all must try to act and think in line with
the forces of change to the fullest of our ability, because we
do not know the extent to which the abrupt changes in
global situations will affect us.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Conclusion

Any good foreign policy begins at home. The foundation
of an effective foreign policy lies in well-trained diplomats who

understand and work on the basis of the country’s
needs and interests and are aware of the top priorities of the
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government. At the same time, if the domestic situation is
peaceful and the society is harmonious and progressive, foreign
policy can be conveniently carried out for the benefit and
advancement of the country.

We hope for the support of our foreign friends in
building good relations and strong partnerships. The century
ahead will be challenging, but if we strive to walk together
hand-in-hand, our foreign policies will not only serve the
interests of our individual countries, but also complement the
policies of our friends and neighbours and bring forth mutual
benefits.

Finally, as Prime Minister, | firmly believe in the abilities
of the Thai people to survive and thrive in this turbulent world.
I will do my utmost to add value to Thai foreign policy for
the benefit of the people of Thailand, and | will prove that
Thailand is your dependable partner in the world.
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JHUMIBOL ADULYADES UARE

Thailand was born December 5th,
1927 with Dr. W. Stewart Whittemore
in attendance.” The King and her
Majesty queen Sirikit visited his
birthplace on July 7", 1960.

Tull w.a. 2535 Mareiiing
wwnu3aslafinsasedeunuaiin
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wacldgamely Trelwidufoussasmusonisinaisuaclongie
daanalutheadnfunsdengein “King Bhumibol Adulyade;
Square” “This Square commemorates the birth of His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand at Mount Auburn Hospital
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on December 5, 1927 while his
father, Prince Mahidol, was a student at Harvard Medical
School.” “The Square was dedicated on April 8, 1990 by Her
Royal Highness Princess Chulabhorn, youngest daughter of
Their Majesties the King and Queen of Thailand, and shall
serve as a reminder of a close ties between the people of
Cambridge and the people of Thailand.” “This plaque was unveiled
on November 14, 1992 by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn, representing King Bhumibol Adulyadej and
the people of Thailand.”
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s, 1927 WHILE HIS FATHER, PRINCE
NT AT HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL.

ARE WAS DEDICATED ON APRIL 8, 1990 BY HER
HIGHNESS PRINCESS CHULABHORN, YOUNGES

THIS PLAQUE WAS UNVEILED ON NOVEMBER 14, 1992 BY HER
ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MAHA CHAKRI SIRINDHORN,
REPRESENTING KING BHUMIBOL ADULYADE] AND THE PEOPLE
OF THAILAND.
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50" Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic
Relations between the Kingdom of Thailand and the
Republic of Korea

On 1 October 2008, Thailand and the Republic of
Korea (South Korea) will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries.
To commemorate five decades of friendship, numerous
activities and cultural events will be held throughout 2008 in
both Thailand and South Korea. This auspicious occasion will
no doubt pave the way for closer relations between our two
countries in the decades to come.
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Diplomatic Relations between the Kingdom of
Thailand and the Republic of Korea

The relationship between the Kingdom of Thailand and
the Republic of Korea (South Korea) was forged with military
and security cooperation. During the Korean War (1950-1953),
Thailand sent soldiers to defend the fledgling Republic of
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Korea as part of the United Nations force. This event was the
catalyst for the strengthening of ties between Thais and South
Koreans over the years.

Thailand and South Korea officially established
diplomatic relations on 1 October 1958. Vice Admiral Sunthorn-
navin was appointed Thailand’s first envoy to South Korea,
with the position of Minister, and Police Major General Charn
Ungsuchote was appointed the first Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Thailand to the
Republic of Korea from 1961-1964.

The current Thai Ambassador is His Excellency
Mr. Vasin Teeravechyan. His predecessors have included 1
Minister and 13 Ambassadors appointed by the Royal Thai
Government.

South Korea has appointed 18 Ambassadors to Thailand.
Currently, His Excellency Mr. Han Tae-kyu serves as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic
of Korea to the Kingdom of Thailand.

As well as the Royal Thai Embassy, other Thai
government agencies are also present in South Korea and
work together under the direction of the Ambassador as part
of Team Thailand. There are presently 10 Thai government
agencies represented in South Korea. In addition, a Honorary
Consul was appointed in Busan in 1996.
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Current Bilateral and Multilateral Relations

There is close cooperation between Thailand and the
Republic of Korea on the economic front, with trade and
investment between both countries increasing continuously
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every year. Currently, South Korea is Thailand’s 11" most
important trading partner, and ranks among the top 20 foreign
investors in Thailand.

Total trade volume between Thailand and South Korea
in 2007 was 7.796 billion USD, with Thailand exports to South
Korea of 2.670 billion USD and South Korean exports to
Thailand of 5.126 billion USD. Important Thai exports to South
Korea include integrated circuits, rubber, crude oil, computer
equipment and parts, radio receivers and parts, fresh frozen
shrimp, chemicals, rubber products, and dyes and thread.
Important South Korean exports to Thailand include electric
machinery and parts, machinery, chemicals, metals, steel,
electronic equipment, cathode ray tubes, and home appliances.

Thailand is the 4" most popular holiday destination for
South Korean tourists, after China, Japan and the United States.
Over the years there have been an ever increasing number of
South Korean tourists coming to Thailand, with over 1.1 million
traveling to Thailand in 2006. In particular, honeymoon couples
and golfers make up a large percentage of South Korean
tourists in Thailand. Popular destinations include Bangkok,
Pattaya and Phuket.

There have been continuous cultural exchanges between
Thailand and other Asian countries. This has led to a newfound
appreciation for all things Korean, particularly television
series, films and music. The Korean Wave is responsible for
the increasing numbers of Thai tourists traveling to South
Korea, as well as a surge of interest in Korean language and
cultural courses.
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Academic institutions in Thailand that offer programmes
or degree courses in Korean language or Korean Studies
include Chulalongkorn University, Thammasat University,
Burapha University, Silpakorn University, Srinakarinwirote
University and Chiang Mai University. In Korea, Hanguk
University of Foreign Studies (HUFS) and Pusan University of
Foreign Studies (PUFS) offer Thai Studies degree courses.
Currently, approximately 70 Thai students are studying at
various universities in South Korea.

Thailand and South Korea have supported increasing
multilateral cooperation, whether under the United Nations or
regional cooperation framework, including political, military,
economic and cultural cooperation. In particular, cooperation
under the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) and the ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF) are the cornerstones of multilateral
cooperation between Thailand and South Korea.

In addition, Thailand and South Korea work closely
under the framework of ASEAN+3. Most recently, on 18
December 2007, the two countries reached an accord on the
Agreement on Trade in Goods (TIG) under the ASEAN-Korean
Free Trade Area framework (AKFTA).
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140 YEARS

THAI - ITALIAN
RELATIONS
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i\ THAI- ITALIAN
} RELATIONS

A Journey of the Cordial Relations

Thailand and Italy has established their diplomatic relations on 3rd October
1868 with the signing of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and
Navigation. Since then the two countries have developed bilateral relations
in various fields.

The year 2008 marks the 140 anniversary of the relations. The
commemorating events have been organized in Bangkok by the Italian
Embassy there. The Royal Thai Embassy in Rome has organized trade,
cultural and social activities in the major cities of Italy during the year
2008-2009. Two commemorative books will be published and be
distributed in the two countries.

To mark this special anniversary, a logo is designed to represent the journey
of the cordial relations. The logo appears as an interlacing of two garlands,
one is made of laurel leaves, representing Italy, and another one is made of
Jjasmine, representing Thailand. These two kinds of leaf and flower have
significant cultural and historical meanings in each country. The interlacing
garlands represent the engagement and coordination of the relations.

The main colour of the logo is gold which represents the celebration. The
colours of the national flags of Italy and Thailand are used to represent each
country,

“The logo is designed by Mr. Pich Tripasai, a Thai architect who is working in
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Office of Hon Georgina te Heuheu

Minister for Courts Associate Minister of
Minister of Pacific Island Affairs Maori Affairs
Minister for Disarmament and Arms and

Arms Control

Hon Georgina te Heuheu

On the occasion of the 81st Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej and the National Day of Thailand

Friday 5 December 2008
E nga mana, E nga reo, E nga karanga maha, Kua hui mai i ténei ra,
Téna koutou katoa.

Your Excellency, Ambassador Oum Maolanon, members of your
staff, and representatives of the Thai Community in New Zealand;

Your Excellencies and Members of the Diplomatic Corps;

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen;

It is my privilege tonight to respond to the toast to Her Majesty the
Queen.

Today is an important day for Thailand, marking the 81st birthday
of His Majesty the King and the National Day of Thailand.
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His Majesty is a greatly revered figure, and New Zealanders well
appreciate the respect and admiration the people of Thailand hold for their
King, who continues to fulfill an important role in Thai national life.

Tonight is an entirely appreciate occasion to reaffirm the strength
of New Zealand’s relationship with Thailand.

It is one of our richest and most longstanding relationships in Asia,
with strong personal and institutional links, as well as a sound trade and
economic framework underpinned by the Closer Economic Partnership.

We hope the cooperation we enjoy will increase still further in the
coming months with Thailand holding the Chair of ASEAN and the East
Asia Summit.

The depth of personal contact between the people of New Zealand
and Thailand is fundamental strength of the relationship, and one that has
its roots in the Thai students who came to New Zealand under the Colombo
Plan.

An active Alumni Association based in Bangkok now reinforces
these bonds, and today Thailand is New Zealand’s largest source of students
from Southeast Asia, and our fourth largest education market overall.

Not surprisingly, tourism is also a vibrant strand of the relationship,
with around 90,000 New Zealanders visiting Thailand each year, and about
18,000 Thai tourists coming here.

Despite the recent difficulties, | am confident that Thailand will
remain a popular holiday destination for New Zealanders.

As a close friend, we recognize that it has been a difficult time for
Thailand recently. We hope that a peaceful and a lasting solution to the
current tensions will be quickly found.

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentleman,
I now invite you to join me in a toast to His Majesty King Bhumibol
Aduyadej.

To the King.

Parliament Buildings, Wellington, New Zealand. Telephone 64 4 817 6814
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—= Jorong (73.72%)

Tpen pit ming, South Kallmantan
—= Indominco-Bontang (73.72%)

Open pit mine, East Kalimantan
—= Kitadin-Embalut {73.71%)

Open pit mine, East Kalimantan
—= Trubaindo (73.72%)

Open pit mine, East Kalimantan
—= Bharinto (72.98%)

Project, East Kalimantar

| Coal Ghina |

- Daning (56%)
Underground mina, Shari

= Hebi Zheng Tai Mining (40%)
Underground mine, Henan

= Gaohe (£6%)
Project, Shanx

Banpu

Public Company

_| Coal Thailand |

* LP-2 (100%)

Open pk mine, Lampang
= CMMC 89.42%)

Open pk mine, Phayao

I Power Thalland |

« BLCP {50%) 1.434 MW coal-flred
plant, Mag Ta Phut

= Ratch (14.99%) 3,645 MW
gas-fired plant, Ratchaburi

Power China |

* Zhengding {100%)
CHP Plat, Habel

= Luannan {100%)
CHP Plast, Hebel

= Zouping (70%)
CHP Playt. Shandong

_ Other w sts |

Mote:
Banpu group structure as of September 2008
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