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Dear Dr. Sukum Nawapan,
President of John F Kenedy Foundation of Thailand
Madame Ambassador Jocelyn S. Batoon-Gracia
and representatives from Embassies
Executive Committees of NIDA
Associate Professor Dr. Pradit Wanarat,
President of NIDA

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen

On behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, | am honored and
delighted to be joining the opening ceremony of Thanat Khoman
ASEAN Library and the ASEAN and ASIA Studies Center today.

Throughout his diplomatic career as a foreign service
officer and later a prominent Minister of Foreign Affairs for 12 years,
Dr. Thanat Khoman has been regarded as a venerable member of
the Ministry and has earned himself a singular place in Thai history

as an elder statesman of foreign policy.

Under the eruditite vision and firm commitment of Dr.Thanat
to the country, Thailand had survived the rising tide of Commmunism
during the Cold War. At that time, Dr.Thanat saw the need to forge

close cooperation with countries that shared similar interests,

J19AINaIEINTUIBIUARNIENSIINTTANSUSEINA (WiBuilad Aslaning) : ol




both within and without the region, in order to build an effective
stronghold against the encroachment of common external threats.

For instance, he pushed for the establishment of ASEAN, which

took effect after the signing of the Bangkok Declaration on 8"

August 1967, and would become a single Community at the end of
2015. In addition, the close ties forged with the United Sates also
became the basis for Thailand’s being recognized by Washington

as a major non — NATO ally.

Today, the inauguration of Thanat Khoman ASEAN Library and
the ASEAN and ASIA Studies Center which are jointly contributed by
the National Institute of Development Administration and the John
F. Kennedy Foundation in Thailand, is not only to honor Dr.Thanat
as an important figure in Thailand but also to commemorate his
achievements in protecting the national interest through proper

conduct of foreign policy.

On this occasion, | have the honor to present a two-volume
“Collection of Statements and interviews of His Excellency
Dr. Thanat Khoman, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom
of Thailand”, which the Ministry has proudly republished on the
occasion of his 100th Birthday Anniversary on 9" May 2014, to the

library for further references by students and the general public.
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