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When | was a little boy playing in our living room there were
two items prominently displayed on our coffee table. One was a black
and white photo on a silver frame of a man in full uniform and another
was a silver box. | often wondered what they were and why they were
so precious as my father would always tell me to be extra careful

not to damage these two items while jumping around.

| later found out why. On the silver frame was an autosraphed
photo of His Majesty King of Thailand Bhumibol Adulyadej to my father

and the silver cigarette box was a gift from him.

In 1963, the Embassy of the Kingdom of Thailand contacted
my father, Raul S. Manglapus, who was then a Senator. His Majesty
was coming to Manila on a 5 day state visit and the Ambassador
would like to organize a reception at their residence in Santa Ana with

the Executives Band.

The Executives Band was organized in 1957 and was composed of
amateur musician s who were well known in government and business.

Some of their members were famous architect Bobby Manosa,

- i | L b + | e i [ S g 1 - W i yv ] ks ; h ks e T ’ &
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Advertising Executives Rudy Topacio, Lenny Hontiveros and Freddy
Kaufman, Inventor Bert del Rosario, TV personality and champion
marksman of Asia Chito Feliciano, Lumber Executive dading Morato,
TV executive Phil Delfino. The leader of the band was Raul S. Manglapus
who was Foreign Affairs Secretary and Senator. Former First Lady Ming

Ramos later joined the band in the 90’s.

They had jammed with major personalities in jazz and politics
such as Gary Burton, Lionel Hampton, Duke Ellington and US President
Bill Clinton. But this evening was going to be different. They were to

jam with a King.
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Advance copies of a composition of His Majesty was sent and

since it was an instrumental piece one of the Executives, Phil Delfino,

composed lyrics for the song. It was called ‘When’.

The big night came and it lasted till 3 am His Majesty thoroughly
enjoyed the evening. He was only in his mid-30’s then and could play

clarinet and saxophone like a real professional.

The following afternoon while my father was having an afternoon
nap since he had a long night, the Ambassador went to our home and
said that the King is requesting another jam session with the band.

Of course he obliged.

During a State Dinner hosted by President Diosdado Macapagal
for His Majesty at the Presidential Palace, promptly at 10 pm,
His Majesty asked to be excused. He whispered to President
Macapagal that he was having another jam session with

the Executives. The jam session again lasted till 3 am.

His Majesty was in Manila for 4 nights during a five day state visit.
For 2 of those nights His Majesty jammed with the Executive Band.
This special event will always be remembered by the band and have

passed it on to the next generation of the band and its members.

(Francis Xavier Manglapus is the son of Raul S. Manglapus and is

currently a member of the 2™ generation of the Executives Band)
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