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THANA /o /a
JARUSINCHAI

When | first started my internship at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, | thought it would be like my past
internships. At other agencies | interned with, | found
the work to be repetitive or a bit overwhelming
and | often felt it wasn’t within my current skills.
Those were my thoughts during the first few days
here when we would receive the same, repetitive
work which | did not know how to complete.
However, this would change quickly, and | realized
very soon that this was the best internship

I’ve ever had.
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Simply put, my mentors here at the
Ministry shaped two wonderful months for me
and provided priceless lessons along the way.
When | had issues understanding something,
my mentors always offered to help, and | could
see their genuine desire for me to learn from it.
However, one crucial lesson | learned for
myself was, no matter what flaws you have,
you are always able to contribute to the work
environment. This was one aspect | failed to see
from my other internships. Even though | am
nowhere near as knowledgeable as my mentors
here at the Ministry, | realized | could still play
a role as | saw how my humorous nature
and positivity helped spark energy and
cheerfulness in my department.
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Not only this, | was able to extend my relationship with
the employees at the Ministry to friends and | would look forward
to catching up with them every day during lunch. It felt like
a family and reminded me of my university teammates from swimming.
No matter how | was feeling, | always felt that | had people
supporting me and looking out for my best interests. | will fondly
remember all the conversations | shared with my co-workers
but most importantly their acts of kindness such as bringing me
to lunch with them and treating me like a part of their work family.

110

34 ASEAN SUMMIT

dng
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20-23 June 2019, Bangkok, Thailand

As a prospective International Relations
major at university, having the opportunity to
attend the 2019 ASEAN Summit, as well as
the upcoming 2019 AMM PMC meeting, are
experiences which | am beyond thankful for.
| was able to see aspects of the liberal world
order, public diplomacy, and unilateral/regional/
global levels of analysis. If only I could apply
this knowledge onto my last IR Exam, such
as ASEAN’s regional border cooperation mission
and Nuclear-Free Zone or its global methods
at making the ASEAN GDP compete amongst
the top nations of the world, my professor would

have been shocked.
 J
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CONCLUSION

To conclude, my internship at the Ministry has
encouraged me to continue pursuing my passion
for International Relations, but just as importantly it has
motivated me to always give it my all. As the saying
goes, “The harder you work, the more successful
you will become,” and no one works harder than my
mentors here. It is very admiring to see when | come
in 20 minutes early to work and I’'m only the 8th
person to arrive and when | leave work 30 minutes late,
I’m the first person to leave. I’'m honored to have been
a part of such a great group of people and will do my
best to put what | have learned to good use.
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