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WHERE WILL WE BE IN THE

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY?

DR.M.R. AKIN RABIBHADANA
FAMOUS SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGIST

ﬂmwmmaaunamuﬁm;nam"l‘nu AN BULHDAARDY
numa'lnaLﬂuaﬂma_lu,fuumaamsamumaaunamﬂmmu
{INA stwvlwmmnmmm@mswuvlﬂzm JanuTaal
Imnummmsuu‘ian uazaznaoiuasflIznausIn
wiwesaananaimaiuaziuean (East Asia Financial
Market) unamu‘lﬂﬂ‘luﬂﬂum'mu”lﬂLLmﬁl”nmmﬂuur\m
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I wenty-first century Thai society will of course be
linked to its historical roots in this century, but

4 Increasingly, it will be dominated by global trends. We are
L(ﬂmﬂumadmnmm’m’ﬁ (Integration) AIARIANTIIN® '

witnessing in the twentieth
century a strong globalizati
"lmﬂuniawaaiﬂsaasﬂammﬂmmumaﬂanumaa 0 . o

process, which will continue well into the next century

Supported by communications technology and increasing
commercialization.
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However, counterbalancing this globalization procesg
is also an increasing trend in localization, local communitieg
are becoming stronger and more self-assured. This newly
found strength is an important part of the decentralization
process and of the spread of participatory democracy.

Now, commercialization, which is the main motor
behind the globalization process is based on a set of values
different from those of communities. Accumulation,
maximization of profit and impersonal relations constitute the
esserice of commercial relations. Equity, care and concern
for others, as well as commitment to the common good are
what sustain communal relationship.

These two trends will continue at the expense of the
entity in the middle, namely the State Power will shift from
the ruling cliques of the military and the bureaucrats to the
business groups and the growing middle class. With the
expected recovery from the current economic crisis, the
economy will become more deeply dependent on foreign
investors. The demands of the Thai businessmen, the middle
class, and the foreign investors, together with the increasing
assertiveness of the local communities may yet convert what
was once an all-powerful State into a fair and universal

regulating system, with full transparency and accountability

e e

However, such a happy outcome is not assured. The
drive of the business organizations for economic exploitation
stands opposed to the need of local communities to conserve
local resources, giving rise to serious conflicts. Guided by the
traditional Thai values of moderation, compromise and
flexibility, a reformed government can play a useful role to
mediate such conflicts.

If all sides show sympathetic understanding and
commitment to a peaceful solution of conflicts, Thailand will
become, not a major military or economic power, but simply,

a nicer place to live in. ...0
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Thai Telecommunications

in the Future Frame

Direk Charoenphol

-I- he twenty-first Century is believed to be the
Century of information and telecommunication
technologies. Thailand will take opportunity to possess such
technologies for her social and economic development.
Thailand's information and telecommunication services shall
be served with appropriate state-of-the-art technologies,

having sufficient quantity, high efficiency, excellent quality
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and just prices. These services will be supplied by many
service providers under liberal competitive business and
universal service. They will be well regulated by an independent
National Regulator, employing international standard practices
to obtain benefits for better quality of life of Thai people. In
the twenty-first Century, Thailand will have capability in
research and development of information technology and
telecommunications to achieve Thai technologies, initiating
development of information and telecommunication industries
for the liberal business as well as a new major export, earning
handsome revenue. All these expectations can be realized
by joint effort, mutual understanding and committed dedication
of all Thais. A such, Thailand should have information
technology and telacommunications of the people, for the
people and by the people. At the least, these visions and
goals are as long and lofty as the ranges of the Alps and the

peak of the Mont Blanc. ...0
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Literature in the

Next 75 Years

Prabhassorn Sevikul
Famous Writer

I n the year 2074, or 75 years from today, we may
have a totally borderless society where people will
be in closer contact with one another. The means of
communication will be swift and efficient and the mass of
information available to all will be totally overwhelming. We

may not realize just how far this can take us. By that time,

ne) anyane




space travel may have become an everyday thing and we can
imagine that some people will be making preparations tg
move on to another planet.

As for literature in general, and Thai literature in
particular, | think that the three main categories, namely
novel, short story and poetry, will be even richer and more
diversified. They will express an even wider realm of thought
that nobody has ever dared explore. Maybe the central theme
of novels will not be very different from the romances we have
at present, but the colorful characters may come from totally
different worlds. We can imagine a prince from another planet
falling hopelessly in love with a Thai heroine working for a
space station... who knows? Or how about a love triangle
involving a Thaivgirl, an alien and a loyal robot - this type of
story may seem incongruous today, but maybe 75 years from
now, it will bring a deluge of tears with every hearbreaking
chapter.

I think that in the future, short stories still fall into two
main categories “realistic” and “surrealistic”. Surrealistic will
not necessarily mean stories of the supernatural type.
Although still based on fact, they will be colorfully adorned
with fleeting dreams or beautiful images from far away.
Meanwhile, peotry will change in the sense that poets, with

ng e

a more vivid and exploratory imagination, will become more
conscious of the form, r_ather than the content, of their literary
creations. Poems that will move the hearts could be flowing
verses describing the beauty of another constellation, or
nostalgic sonnets on the Milky Way...or a story about a
different kind of love that knows no barriers such as religion,
race or geography. Poetry will take people to places in the
universe never before seen by man.

However, in the next 75 years, no matter how much
is achieved by the human race in terms of technology and
science. Thai literature will not stray very far from what still
moves us most today - stories of idyllic love and romance.

| truly believe that love will always be the favorite
theme of any novel, short story or poem. It is a subject that
will continue to warm the hearts of the Thai people, 75 years,

five hundred, or even a thousand years from today. ...0
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