As delivered

Remarks by
H.E. Mr. Sihasak Phuangketkeow, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Thailand at the 31* Nikkei Forum Future of Asia

“Working Together for a More Resilient and Prosperous Asia”

Wednesday 10 June 2026, 10.30 — 11.00 hrs., Imperial Hotel Tokyo

President and Chief Executive of Nikkei,
Distinguished Guests,
1. It is a pleasure for me to join you today at the 31%' Future of Asia Forum.

2. When thisforum first beganin 1995, much of Asia was still focused on one or
two fundamental challenges of development — how to grow faster, or how best to
integrate into the global economy.

3. Buttheworld and the region have changed much sincethen. Today, I would like
to suggest that we frame the question differently.

4.  Because the future is no longer simply about Asia. In many ways, the future IS
Asia.

5.  Asia today accounts for more than half of the world's population and global
GDP, and nearly 60 percent of global economic growth.

6.  Itis home to some of the world's largest manufacturing ecosystems, fastest-
growing digital markets, and most dynamic centres of innovation.

7.  What we should ask, therefore, is what Asia will do with this growing influence.

8.  Inmytalk today, I would like to offer two crucial observations about the future
of Asia and some practical ideas on how we can realise the full potential of Asia.

9. My first observation is that integration will become a crucial factor in
determining the success of the ‘Asian Century’.

10. 1 believe Parag Khanna, an author who writes a lot about
Asia, wasright when he argued that ‘The future is Asian’. But Asia’s success was
never simply about the rise of individual countries. It was about collective growth
built on an interconnected regional system.

11.  Weseethisin thesupply chain ecosystem, trade corridors, investment flows,
and production networks spanning across the region.

12. But our integration still lags behind our potential.



13. Andthis matters a great deal because many of thechallenges we face today are
increasingly shared. Energy and food security, climate change and cyber threats cannot
be addressed by one country alone.

14. The next phase of Asian integration must therefore go beyond connecting
markets. It must also connect capabilities.

15. Weneedto align our policies on important challenges like climate change. And
we need stronger links between our energy systems, digital and innovation networks,
financial platforms, and talent pools.

16. Thisis how we build not just more efficient economies, but also more resilient
ones.

17. My second observation is that Asia must move from competition to
co-creation.

18. Richard Baldwin argued that globalisation is entering a new phase. If the
movement of goods has transformed the last century, it is the movement of
knowledge that will transform this one.

19. This means that the nature of competitiveness is changing. With Al and digital
technology, competitiveness nowadays depends more on how quickly countries can
innovate, adapt, and apply new knowledge and technology.

20. Againstthis backdrop, Asia shouldthink less about winning individual races and
more about building an innovation ecosystem.

21. Imagine what becomespossible when different Asian strengths reinforce one
another. Japanese advanced manufacturing and innovation; Korean digital leadership;
Chinese industrial scale and Taiwanese semiconductor expertise; Indian software and
services; ASEAN’s young populations, expanding markets, and strategic geography.

22. Asia does not need a single winner. Asia wins when more Asians win.

23. Thisrequires a shift in policy-making mindset. From zero-sum competition to
positive-sum collaboration. From competing for dominance to co-creating
prosperity. And from viewing neighbours as rivals to viewing them as partners in a
larger ecosystem of growth.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

24. For Thailand, regional integration and co-creation translate into three mutually
reinforcing priorities:

25. First, enhancing resilience so that integration does not mean overdependence
and vulnerabilities.

26. Thismeans strengthening our foundations at home — from food and energy
securityto skills, digital infrastructure, future industries, and trusted supply chains.



27. Butitalso means working with partners to ensure that our region can better
withstand shocks and adapt to change.

28. Japan has long been an important partner of Thailand in this effort. For decades,
Japanese investment, technology, and human resource development have contributed
significantly to Thailand’s industrial transformation and economic resilience.

29. This is the kind of role we hope to see Japan play even more actively at the
regional level — especially in building resilient supply chains, trusted technology
ecosystems and greater energy and economic security.

30. This 1s how Japan can contribute where it matters most.
And it will help ensurethat Asia’s integration remains dynamic and sustainable going
forward.

31. Second, strengthening connectivity. We need to think about connectivity
beyond physical infrastructure. It is also about linking systems, standards, businesses
and people so that the region can work better together.

32. Thailand’s geography has positioned us as a gateway to mainland Southeast
Asia. But our ambition is to be a platform for regional growth — where supply
chains, digital networks, energy cooperation, technology and investment can converge.

33. Japan has an important role to play in this effort. Japan’s strengths in advanced
digital technology and infrastructure can help enhance connectivity that makes
regional integration more productive and resilient.

34. This is also why we place strong emphasis on our OECD accession process.
Thailand deeply appreciates Japan's continued support for our OECD accession
journey, which we believe will be beneficial to both Thai and Japanese businesses

alike.

35. Third, fostering regionalism. In an era of fragmentation, Asianeeds morethan
just issue-based cooperation. We need stronger regionalism — built on shared
prosperity, common security, and a clear sense of interdependence.

36. One of the pillars of regionalism in our region is ASEAN.
For decades, ASEAN has served as an essential platform for dialogue, confidence-
building, and managing differences. This is the value of ASEAN centrality.

37. But ASEAN also comes with its own challenges. We need to strengthen our
capacity to respond to emerging challenges and to ensure that ASEAN remains
relevant and evolves with time.

38. Japan haslong played a key role in strengthening regional architecture. But we
hope to see Japan step up this engagement even more.



39. And not just engagement within ASEAN, but towards the
Indo-Pacific. We welcome, in particular, Japan’s updated Free and Open Indo-
Pacific policy, as mentioned by Prime Minister TAKAICHI in her recent speech in
Hanoi.

40. The policy emphasisesregional resilience, economic security, and technological
capacity, which is very much in line with the thinking that I am sharing with you
today.

41. AndI believe that, together, Thailand and Japan can help keep the Indo-Pacific
open, stable, rules-based, and oriented toward shared prosperity.

Ladies and gentlemen,

42. Allow me to conclude with a more fundamental reflection.

43. If Asiais to shape the future, one of our main responsibilities is not just to create
growth, but to preserve peace and stability that make growth possible.

44. Thisis especially important at a time when mistrust is deepening across our
region and beyond. US-China rivalry, maritime tension in the South China Sea,
economic security concerns, and even historical disputes all risk pulling Asia into
sharper divisions.

45. The question, then,1s how we can stabilise these tensions and preserve peace
while becoming more prosperous as a region.

46. For Thailand, the answer lies in the principles I have spoken about today:
integration, co-creation, resilience, connectivity, and regionalism.

47. These are not only drivers of growth. They are also foundations of peace.

48. More importantly, these efforts must be underpinned by rules-based
international order. I think this is the main concern that we all share these days when
we attend international meetings. So, the concern is about what is happening to rules-
based international order and what is happening to multilateralism. I think, by
strengtheningrules-based international order, this will give all countries, large and
small, the confidence that commitments will be respected and that cooperation will not
be dictated by power alone.

49. Together, they form a strategy for a more peaceful, resilient and prosperous
Asia.

50. Ibelieve the future is indeed Asian. But it will only be successful if we choose
to build it together.

Thank you very much.
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