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* * * * *  

Dr. Dino Patti Djalal, Founder and Chairman of the Foreign Policy Community of Indonesia,   
Distinguished Participants,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

1. It is a pleasure for me to join you today at the ASEAN for the Peoples Conference. 
Let me begin by congratulating the Foreign Policy Community of Indonesia for launching 
this important and timely initiative.  
 

2. It is encouraging to see that this Conference, over the past two days, has covered such 
a wide range of issues and brought together many voices and ideas on how to make ASEAN 
work for its peoples. For my part, I will share a few reflections on ASEAN’s journey, the 
challenges before us, and how we can move forward together. 
 

3. ASEAN has certainly come a long way since its founding nearly six decades ago. 
Today, ASEAN has grown into a community of ten members — and we look forward to soon 
welcoming Timor-Leste as our eleventh, with its official admission expected at the upcoming 
Summits. This will bring ASEAN’s population to represent nearly 700 million people.  
 

4. The ASEAN Community has indeed brought immense progress, strengthened ties 
between countries in our region, and fostered cooperation in areas ranging from political 
cooperation, trade and connectivity to areas that matter to people such as education, 
health, and cultural exchanges.  
 

5. This journey has not been easy, but we have gone through transformative change. Over 
the decades, ASEAN has weathered many challenges. Yet we overcome them because we have 
always held on to one another. We learned that our nations are stronger when our region 
stands together, and that by working in unity, we become greater than the sum of our parts. 
 

6.  It is this spirit of solidarity that has allowed ASEAN to transform Southeast Asia 
from a region once divided by conflict into one defined by stability and cooperation. 
 

7. But today, the picture is more complex. Too often, national interests take precedence 
over regional ones. Added to this, geopolitical rivalry increasingly pushes states to take 
sides, dividing rather than uniting us.  
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8. Around the world, instability is on the rise — from trade wars and economic 
uncertainties to the growing impacts of climate change and widening inequality.  
 

9. These global shifts inevitably affect our region, touching the daily lives of our 
peoples and testing our resilience. 
 

10. One point that I really want to emphasise is that, closer to home, we also face 
situations of tension and conflict that remind us that peace, once achieved, must never be 
taken for granted. Unresolved disputes and domestic fragilities continue to challenge the 
stability of our region. 
 

11. These realities test not only the capacity of our governments to respond, but also 
the confidence of our peoples in ASEAN’s ability to deliver.  
 

12. And so, people often ask, and I hear it very often: Is ASEAN still relevant?  
How must ASEAN evolve to meet the demands of a new era?  
 

13. I think the answer is clear: ASEAN is here to stay. Definitely. But ASEAN must 
adapt with the changing times. 
 

14. To remain relevant, our peoples need an ASEAN that is strong, resilient, and fit 
for purpose. An ASEAN that does not only preserve peace and stability among nations but 
delivers tangible benefits to the daily lives of its citizens.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

15. To echo the theme of this conference, the main question we must ask ourselves is this: 
How do we create an ASEAN that is truly FOR the peoples? 
 

16. In other words: How can ASEAN make a real difference in the lives of its citizens? 
How can the peoples of ASEAN have a greater say in shaping policies, and in turning the 
ASEAN Vision 2045 into tangible outcomes? 
 

17. To me, the answer lies in three priorities. 
 
Sustaining Peace and Security in the region  

18. Let me start with the first — sustaining peace and security in our region. 
 



                                                                                             3                                                                                         as delivered 
 

19. Peace and security should not be understood only as the absence of conflicts, but also 
through the broader lens of human security. True peace endures only when people feel 
safe, have secure livelihoods, and can look to the future with confidence. 

20. Freedom from fear and freedom from want are the pillars of lasting peace – 
because when people have access to food, health, education, and opportunity, societies 
become more stable, and our region more secure. 
 

21. At the same time, we must be mindful of the broader environment in which ASEAN 
operates. Around the world, multilateralism is under strain, and geopolitical and  
geo-economic rivalries are deepening. These global tensions inevitably shape our region 
and affect the well-being of our peoples.  
 

22. Today, peace and security also depend on how well we respond to non-traditional 
threats that directly affect people’s daily lives.  
 

23. Challenges such as cybercrime, human trafficking, and online scams pose real risks 
to our citizens and cannot be solved by any country alone. They demand collective solutions 
and ASEAN must step up its cooperation in these areas. 
 

24. As we confront these evolving threats and navigate the shifting environment, 
including challenges within ASEAN, ASEAN should be willing to reflect on some of its 
long-standing principles – not to change their essence, but to consider how they can be 
applied more effectively in today’s context.  
 

25. Take the principle of consensus, for example. It has long been the foundation of 
ASEAN decision-making, but does it always have to mean complete unanimity?  
The need for unanimity has often delayed timely action when needed.  
 

26. Perhaps it is time to consider more flexible approaches, such as the Troika or 
enhancing the role of the Chair in addressing emergency situations. This could allow 
ASEAN to act more nimbly, timely, but still preserving our unity. 

27. Or consider the principle of non-interference. It has continued to be a bedrock 
principle, and for good reason.  
 

28. Yet in today’s interconnected world, internal issues often have regional implications. 
Given the fact that we are so interdependent in our region, we must apply the principle in 
the context of today’s reality.  
 

29. The situation in Myanmar is a clear example. Non-interference should not 
prevent ASEAN from extending humanitarian assistance or facilitating dialogue in 
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times of crisis. Rather, it should be interpreted in a way that enables constructive 
engagement that serves our collective interests. 
 

30. On Myanmar, I would like to add that we wish to see, and I think this is the goal of 
all ASEAN Member States, a peaceful, stable and unified Myanmar. We note the plans of 
the government in Naypyidaw to organize election at the end of the year. In our view, 
election is not an end in itself, but must be part and parcel of the broader peace process.  
 

31. Ultimately, lasting peace must come from dialogue and reconciliation, but it must 
be the decision of the Myanmar people themselves. If opportunities arise, Thailand, as a 
friend and neighbour, stands ready to facilitate peace talks among all parties.  
 

32. And if I may add a human perspective on peace and security in our region: disputes 
must not be exploited for domestic political gains.  
 

33. We all know from the Thai–Cambodian situation that it is the ordinary citizens, 
especially those living along the borders, who suffer the most when disputes escalate. 
Ironically, they are also the ones who often live together most peacefully, with deep ties of 
kinship, culture, and trade crossing the border every day.  
 

34. That is why we must approach such disputes with wisdom and restraint, focusing 
on dialogue and people-to-people cooperation.  
 

35. It is in the interest of our two peoples, and our youths who hold the future, for our 
countries to choose dialogue and peace. We hope the Cambodian side will join us in this 
pursuit, for the alternative would only bring further conflicts and losses for both sides.  
 

36. Looking beyond our region, ASEAN must also recognize its growing responsibility in 
an increasingly divided world. We often said that one of our greatest strengths is our convening 
power – bringing together countries in our own region and most major powers to the table.  
 

37. But in today’s reality, we must go beyond convening power. we must get real. We 
have always stressed that ASEAN-led mechanisms such as the East Asia Summit and the 
ASEAN Regional Forum, are pillars of regional security. But in reality, have we been up 
to the task? That’s the question. 
 

38. For these to truly be ASEAN-led mechanisms, ASEAN must remain firmly in the 
driver’s seat, setting the agenda, addressing the right issues, and engaging all major 
powers in constructive dialogue that leads to actions for the benefits of our region. 
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39. So, if ASEAN can continue to uphold peace and security in all its dimensions while 
adapting our principles to today’s realities and resolving disputes with people’s well-being 
at the centre, then we will strengthen both regional stability and the trust of our citizens. 
 
Advancing sustainable economic development  
 

40. To truly make ASEAN responsive to the people it serves, peace must be matched with 
sustainable prosperity. This brings me to the second priority — advancing economic 
development that is both sustainable and inclusive. 
 

41. For decades, Southeast Asia has been one of the most dynamic engines of growth in 
the world. Our economies and trade have expanded, and millions have been lifted out of 
poverty. But we must also recognize that unsustainable growth will not last.  
 

42. That is why economic progress and environmental protection must reinforce one 
another. Our peoples want jobs, opportunities, and rising incomes — but they also want 
clean air, safe water, and a future for their children that is not threatened by climate change. 
 

43. This means investing in climate-resilient infrastructure, in renewable energy, in 
green industries, and in sustainable agriculture and fisheries that preserve the natural 
wealth on which so many of our peoples depend. 
 

44. At the same time, we must build resilience into our development model. The increasing 
severity of natural disasters seen across the region remind us that disaster risk reduction and 
disaster response are no longer optional. We must also step up collective climate action, 
and protect biodiversity which provides livelihoods for millions of our citizens. 
 

45. Equally important is harnessing the opportunities of the digital age. Digital tools must 
be made accessible to everyone — including grassroots communities and local MSMEs. 
Initiatives such as the ASEAN Digital Economy Framework Agreement should be 
accelerated, alongside regional efforts to shape responsible governance of AI. This way, 
technology becomes a driver of inclusion, not a source of division. 
 

46. But we cannot do this alone. It will require collective efforts. Together, ASEAN can 
build an economy that is competitive, sustainable, and fair, creating a region that grows 
stronger without leaving its people or its planet behind. 
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Advancing a people-centred and inclusive ASEAN  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

47. Even sustainable growth will fall short if our peoples feel excluded from the process. 
That is why the third priority must be to advance a people-centred and inclusive 
development in ASEAN. 
 

48. The ASEAN Community Vision 2045 speaks of a ‘people-centred’ ASEAN and 
affirms our commitment to ‘place ASEAN peoples at the heart of the community-
building process and ensure their meaningful participation’. 
 

49. In practice, I believe this concept has two important implications. 
 

50. First, the work of ASEAN must be broad and inclusive. At the heart of a people-
centred ASEAN is the recognition that prosperity alone is not enough; the dignity, rights, 
and well-being of our peoples must also be safeguarded. 
 

51. In this regard, the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights, or 
AICHR, has played an important role as ASEAN’s overarching human rights body. 
 

52. But to meet today’s challenges, AICHR must be further strengthened — not only 
in its capacity to promote, but also in its mandate to protect. A stronger AICHR would 
give ASEAN the tools to respond more effectively when rights are at risk. 
 

53. Protecting rights must go hand in hand with empowering our peoples. That means 
giving youth and women greater opportunities, ensuring that older generations can age 
actively, and expanding access to quality education, skills training, and health security.  
 

54. Stronger social safety nets must also be developed, so that ASEAN’s progress does 
not leave anyone behind. 
 

55. Second, for ASEAN to remain truly people-centred, citizens must have 
opportunities to engage more often and more meaningfully in ASEAN’s agenda and 
processes. We need mechanisms that give civil society, youth, and local communities a 
stronger voice in shaping regional cooperation.  
 

56. Platforms such as the ASEAN Civil Society Conference and ASEAN People’s 
Forum, or indeed this very ASEAN for the Peoples Conference, are good examples of 
how we can bridge the gap between policy-making and the lived experiences of our peoples. 
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57. Just as important, ASEAN should encourage platforms that serve as safe spaces for 
expressing diverse views, and where citizens can feed their voices into the development of 
ASEAN across all three pillars. Such spaces build trust and have voices of our peoples 
heard and acted. 
 
 

58. At the same time, ASEAN entities should also expand and deepen their 
engagements with a broader range of stakeholders — from private sector to academia, 
think tanks, and community leaders. Each has a role to play in ensuring ASEAN’s policies 
are better informed, more inclusive, and more responsive to the needs of our peoples.  
 

59. I believe that ASEAN cannot move forward without listening to, and working 
with, its people. By building these partnerships, ASEAN can create a wider ecosystem of 
trust and cooperation that supports ASEAN’s priorities and strategic goals in the ASEAN 
Community Vision 2045. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Friends and Colleagues,  

60. As we look ahead, the future of ASEAN will not be written by governments alone. It 
will be shaped by all of us. 
 
 

61. If ASEAN is to be truly for the peoples, then we must work together. Governments 
must listen more. Civil society must continue to bring ideas and energy. Communities must 
find strength in our diversity, and young people must feel that ASEAN is theirs to shape. 
 

62. My call to action today is simple: let us make ASEAN matter in people’s daily 
lives. This Conference gives us a good momentum. But we must not only talk the talk, we 
must walk the walk as well — turning dialogue into concrete action, and vision into reality.  
 

63. If we can do this, ASEAN will become not only a community of nations, but a 
genuine community of peoples.  
 
Thank you. 
 

************************** 
 


