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Scenario: During the Trump administration, the United States imposed additional tariffs on
steel and aluminum imports under Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, citing
national security concerns. These tariffs affected exports from many countries, including
Thailand. Several WTO Members challenged the U.S. measures at the World Trade
Organization (WTO), claiming they violated WTO rules.

As a Legal Officer at the Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs, you are asked to assess
Thailand’s possible legal position.

Questions:

1. Identify which WTO agreement(s) and provision(s) may be relevant to assessing the
legality of the U.S. tariffs.

2. Explain the meaning and limits of the national security exception under Article XXI of the

GATT 1994. Refer to relevant WTO jurisprudence where appropriate (for example, Russia -
Traffic in Transit).
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