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Biographical Note

SAROJ CHAVANAVIRAJ (THAILAWD) ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THIRD COMMITTEE

Saroj Chavanaviraj of Thailand, who today was elected Chairman of the
Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural), is Director-General of
the International Organizations Department of Thailand's Hinistry for Foreign
Affairs. He is also Permanent Representative of Thailand to the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia znd the Pacific (ESCAP).

Born on 11 May 1942 in Bangkok, Mr. Chavanaviraj attended the Faculty of
Political Science, Chulalongkorn University, in Bangkok. He received a Master
of Arts degree in political science (internacional relations) from the
University of California at Los Angeles (United States).

Mr. Chavanaviraj joined Thailand's Foreign Service in 1967. Since then,
he has served his country in various capacities in the éinistry for Foreign
Affairs, in Bangkok. In 1976, he was appointed First Secretary of the
Permanent Mission of Thailand to the United Nations, and then returned to
Thailand to assume posts in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

From 1970-1976, he was a member of his country's delegation to the
regular sessions of the General Assembly, and at subsequent sessions served as
its Alternate Representative.

Mr. Chavanaviraj is single.
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A e o5 CHAIRMAN

“...Mr. Chairman, for this you came here from Bangkok for speech
after speech, you have watched that clock and dreamt of mosques,
temples and minarets ... of anything to keep your mind
off cigarettes...”
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‘...with every breath | have in my chest,
And the cold wind begins to howl

Even so, my heart holds the passion

To keep on pursuing my dream...’
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‘...Ware wa yuku saraba Subaru yo’
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His Excellency Saroj Chavanaviraj as | Knew Him

Eng Roland
Former Cambodian Ambassador to the United States of America
and Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia

First and foremost, | wish to thank His Excellency Theerakun Niyom for asking me
to be part of this book to celebrate His Excellency Saroj’s eighty Birthday.

History will certainly do justice to a man “hors-norme”, who has devoted his life
to his country and in particular to the Foreign Ministry.

One need only look at his legacy for ASEAN and see how much its evolution up
until today still bears the traces of his work: the Cambodian conflict was not a simple
matter. Endless negotiations and diplomatic efforts were needed to reach to the
1991 Paris Peace Accords. That crisis, apart from its role in training countless ASEAN
diplomats, has raised significantly the international diplomatic standing of ASEAN as
a regional organization capable of dealing with political exigencies.
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Behind the shadows of key players such as Ministers Ali Alatas, Siddhi Savetsila,
Sinnathamby Rajaratnam, Suppiah Dhanabalan, Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, Perm Sec Arsa
Sarasin... His Excellency Saroj Chavanaviraj contributed in his own extraordinary ways
the birth of ASEAN as an institution, and helped to strengthen it. Indeed, his special
skills in pushing agendas, in bringing parties to the table, in moving and shaking—
in truly diplomatic and suave ways—played significant and positive roles in shaping
Thailand’s foreign policy on Cambodian issues at that time.

Anyone who has followed South East Asia’s developments during the Cold War
would agree that the Cambodian conflicts were among the biggest challenges in
the early days of ASEAN’s history. Challenging times required people with vision for
solutions. And for such challenges, His Excellency Saroj has earned his reputation
as Mr. Cambodia, a remarkable man and the mastermind for creative solutions. As
a politician, | have reasons to admire him for having done what he did, despite the
bureaucratic shackles that must have hindered many proposals and projects that
were put before him.

He worked tirelessly to bring about events and developments that allowed the
right momentum to be gathered for ASEAN’s actions. He was among the drafters
of the UN resolutions and negotiated stance and actively took part of the ASEAN’s
shuttle diplomacy to Pyongyang, where the then Prince Sihanouk was in exile, Kuala
Lumpur, Jakarta, Paris, Singapore, New York, Beijing and so on, caught between
actions and endless travels, in order to establish the Coalition Government of
Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) recognized by the United Nations. Diplomats in
Thailand, Cambodia, and ASEAN nations worked together to carve out solutions that
saved so many lives. And Saroj was among those at the forefront of these actions.

Even until today, | believe that only a handful of diplomats can claim to have left
such an impactful legacy. Saroj was not only intellectual, he was also charming and
charismatic with the ability to navigate the delicate relations between the big powers
involved in the Vietnam and Cambodia conflicts during one of the most difficult times
in modern times—the Cold War and its aftermath. He was truly one of the few who
knew how to make the most of the roles entrusted upon him.

And that was my memory of Saroj. | can’t wait to read his memoir one day.
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With Appreciation from Phnom Penh

Ambassador Julio A. Jeldres, PhD
Counsellor to the Cabinet of
His Majesty the King of Cambodia

| heard the name Saroj Chavanaviraj for the first time back in 1982, Ambassador
Saroj was then Director General of the International Organizations Department of the
Thai Foreign Ministry (known in those days as Saranrom Palace).

In such capacity, Ambassador Saroj attended the United Nations General Assembly
in New York and often made statements on behalf of the Thai delegation regarding
Cambodia, which was an issue that was hotly debated at each UN General Assembly
between 1979 and 1989. Thailand took a leading role in defending the territorial
integrity and independence of its neighbour, Cambodia.

Ambassador Saroj’s statements at the UN General Assembly on the Cambodia
issue caught the eye of His late Majesty King Norodom Sihanouk, who reproduced
some of them in his Private Secretariat’s monthly information bulletin, known as the
B.M.D.
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In 1983, | joined the Cabinet of His Late Majesty but based in Bangkok and | often
heard that Ambassador Saroj continued to play a role on the discussions regarding
Cambodia at the United Nations, having been elected Chairman of the Third
Committee of the General Assembly.

In early 1984, His Late Majesty King Norodom Sihanouk asked me to accompany
him during a long trip to several ASEAN countries, beginning in Bangkok. While in
Singapore, we discovered that Princess Norodom Marie, wife of Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, who were also part of His Majesty’s delegation, did not have a visa to
return to Thailand and she was required to return from Singapore, skipping the visits
to Indonesia and the Philippines.

| contacted the Royal Thai Embassy in Singapore and was told to come with the
Princess and her passport. On arrival at the Embassy we were warmly welcomed
by this distinguished looking gentleman. It was Ambassador Saroj, who was the
Thai Ambassador to Singapore. He offered the Princess and | refreshments while
her passport was given a long term visa for Thailand. That was the first time | met
Ambassador Saroj.

Later | would meet him regularly at different meetings hosted by Thailand to try to
settle the Cambodian conflict and also during the sessions of the Paris International
Conference on Cambodia (PICC). At all times, he was very warm, well informed and
distinguished. In other words, the perfect Thai gentleman.

On the occasion of his 80th Birthday Anniversary, | would like to extend to
Ambassador Saroj Chavanaviraj my warmest congratulations and sincere good wishes
for his Health, Happiness and Longevity.
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Recalling Working with H.E. Khun Saroj during the
Cambodian Peace Process

Keo Puth Reaksmey
Member of Constitutional Council
High Privy Councillor to His Majesty the King of Cambodia

On the special occasion of the 80th birthday anniversary of His Excellency Khun
Saroj Chavanaviraj, | have the honor and joy of wishing His Excellency a very happy
birthday filled with happiness and the best of life’s blessings. | wish to take this
opportunity to look back on the period of the Cambodian Peace Process, in which the
Kingdom of Thailand played a vital role, and by which | am reminded of the special
friendship with His Excellency Saroj Chavanaviraj.

The 1980s was a period of great challenge for the Cambodian Resistance as we
fought against the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia. However, with patience,
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endurance, and assistance from the Kingdom of Thailand, Cambodia overcame one
of its most dangerous obstacles. Thailand had been pivotal in helping to resolve the
Cambodian conflict; by playing a role in the realization of the coalition government of
the three resistance factions, gaining international support for its policy to denounce
the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia, and providing shelters to hundreds of
thousands of Cambodian refugees along its borders.

Thai diplomacy on the Cambodia conflict was essentially the responsibility of the
Thai Foreign Ministry under Foreign Minster Air Chief Marshal Siddhi Savetsila. The
office of the Cambodian resistance was in Bangkok at the time, and it was where
meetings with officials from the Thai Foreign Ministry often occurred. | have fond
memories of fruitful meetings and discussions with His Excellency Saroj Chavanaviraj,
a diligent and proactive member of the team responsible for handling affairs related
to the Cambodian conflict.

His Excellency Saroj Chavanaviraj remained dynamic throughout the entirety of
the Cambodian conflict settlement and the peace process. As | distinctly recall, His
Excellency was a quiet observer with a modest demeanor and strong work ethics. |
worked most frequently with His Excellency during Jakarta Conferences. JIM | and
JIM 1l were one of the most significant diplomatic initiatives taken by ASEAN on the
Cambodian conflict and paved the way for the Paris International Conferences on
Cambodia (PICC), and eventually the realization of peace with the Paris Accords in
1991.

The hard work of His Excellency Saroj Chavanaviraj, especially during this period
of Cambodia’s peace process, transcended national service. The time, energy and
intellect that he contributed to the Cambodian cause is something that | am very
grateful for. Having a common purpose and working together towards a common
goal is and will always be my fondest and most cherished memory.

My very best wishes for good health, happiness and longevity to His Excellency
Khun Saroj again on his 80th birthday.
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Some Words about Former DG Saroj Chavanaviraj

Tep Khunnal
Former Ambassador Permanent Representative
of Democratic Kampuchea to the United Nations

| have known and had opportunities to work with Director General Saroj Chavana-
viraj during the period of finding a solution to the Cambodian crisis which lasted from
1986 to 1991, leading to the signing of the Paris Peace Agreement on 23 October
1991. Even though we met sporadically, | never ceased admiring him and remember-
ing the profound wisdom he impressed on me.

At that time | was only a junior political officer, and moreover from a party that
was marginal politically. Yet, we were treated fairly. DG Saroj was always approach-
able, humble, open-minded, and eager to listen and engage in dialogue to under-
stand each other’s perspectives.

At present, the whole region of ASEAN enjoys peace and economic development,
particularly Cambodia which was then a war-torn country. | am certain that all of us,
from all political spectrum in Cambodia, who have now achieved national reconcilia-
tion and peace, owe to DG Saroj Chavanaviraj an enormous debt of gratitude for his
tireless efforts to listen to all the warring factions in order to find common ground
which formed the basis of the Perm-Five Framework document that led to the Paris
Peace Agreement.

In that sense, DG Saroj played a pivotal role for which we will always remember.
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Saroj, the consummate
diplomat

DARMP SUKONTASAP

PUBLISHED : 8 FEB 2024 AT 04:00
NEWSPAPER SECTION: NEWS  WRITER: DARMP SUKONTASAP
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The late permanent secretary of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Saroj Chavanaviraj.

66 He will be remembered as a diplomat
and idealist who did his best to make
the world a better place for everyone. 99
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uring the height of the Covid-19
pandemic, several YouTube clips from the
1950s featuring youngsters from various
parts of the world participating in the
Foreign Exchange Programme sponsored by
the US government became an internet
sensation. Many of these clips went viral and
received tens of thousands of hits and

hundreds of comments.

For Thailand, the clips on the 1958
programme put the spotlight on a 15-year-
old high school student named Saroj
Chavanaviraj. Most of the viewers praised
him for his witty, smart, yet cheerful and
humble responses to questions thrown at
him. Saroj was also commended for his
evidently good command of the English
language despite the fact that he had no
prior foreign exposure of any kind before
joining the programme.

Fast forward 30 years, and many of us only
got to hear the name Saroj Chavanaviraj for
the first time in 1988 when he was already a
top diplomat in the Foreign Ministry and
hailed as something of a national hero for
his role as the ministry's resolute
spokesperson on the Baan Rom Klao
episode - a short confrontation between

Thai and Lao forces.

At the time, Saroj was admired by the flag-
waving Thai population, and he was
enjoying the equivalent of celebrity status.
He could not even walk the streets without
being noticed, greeted and thanked by
strangers. "It was a time when | came to
understand how celebrities must have felt
like. Noodle shops would not even allow me

to pay for my food,” he once told friends.

In the early 1990s, Saroj's name appeared
in the news again when, as director-general
of the political department at the ministry,
he was assigned to be Thailand's pointman
during the final leg of the Cambodia peace
negotiations. Saroj was working both at the
front and behind the scenes to help the
Cambodian factions, and all relevant
powers, bring peace to the wartorn country.
Those efforts helped lead to the signing of
the Paris Peace Agreement in 1991 and,
subsequently, the establishment of the UN
Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC)
the following year.

Saroj passed away early Monday morning at
the age of 82 as the result of a prolonged
illness.

He will be widely remembered as a
consummate diplomat, a gifted
administrator, a model boss and colleague,
but most important of all, as an idealist who
chose to look at the world through the eyes
of a 15-year-old boy - and who did his best
to try to make the world a better place for

everyone.

Darmp Sukontasap is Co-Founder of the
Institute of Diplomacy and International
Studies (IDIS), Rangsit University.
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