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he world is now celebrating
T the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) at 50
with enthusiasm and high expectations for
its continued prosperity and fulfiling its
role as the fulcrum of the various parts of
architecture of regional cooperation in the
Asia—Pacific region. Politically and in terms
of security, ASEAN has provided the
wider region with a credible platform for
consultations and exchanges amongst
major players that have a direct interest in
the stability and peace of the region once
described as ‘the Balkan of Asia’. Over half
of ASEAN’s 640 million people are now
enjoying their ‘middle class’ status with
rising purchasing power and sustainable
growth with a total gross domestic product
(GDP) of US$2.5 trillion. They have
participated in the production network for
many industries relocated from around
the world and have become lucrative
markets for imported consumer goods.
Their combined trade volume has reached
US$2.6 trillion and foreign direct invest-
ment has been hovering around US$130
billion—US$150 billion a year. From its
humble birth back in 1967, ASEAN has
earned global recognition and contributed
much to the cooperative evolution of the
Indo—Pacific landscape.

Henry A. Kissinger observed that the
Indo-Pacific region has many flashpoints
and fault lines, but that there is no effective
institution to manage looming crises
if conflicts erupt. ASEAN is the only
region-wide platform serving as a mecha-
nism of consultation and reconciliation
to avoid possible confrontations. This is
precisely why power plays by major
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powers in this strategic landscape will
inevitably play themselves out on the
ASEAN stage. ASEAN’s challenge is
whether it is willing or capable and
ready to play that larger role.

In recent years, several factors have
put much stress and imposed strains
on the ASEAN platform. As such, the
grouping would need to enhance capacity,
streamline decision-making processes,
reconfigure working processes, and adopt
a new mindset of proactive engagement
by moving away from the passive ‘ASEAN
Way’ of the past 50 years.

Firstly, a more assertive China has
undermined ASEAN'’s long-held basic
assumption that the grouping has always
been solid on issues of external relations.
In the past 2 decades, as a major ASEAN
Dialogue Partner, China was courting
ASEAN to gain trust and goodwill. ASEAN
reciprocated with an olive branch, welcoming
a peaceful rise of China. Maritime disputes
with some ASEAN members were kept
under wraps and economic relations
developed in leaps and bounds. China
now is the world’s second-largest economy
and all ASEAN countries have become
dependent on its market. With China
having replaced the European Union,
Japan, and the United States (US) as
the grouping’s largest trading partner — as
China has chosen to reconfigure
its ties with its southern neighbours —
ASEAN’s overall agenda has been
frustrated, its normal practices have been
altered, and its traditional solidarity has
been disrupted.

Secondly, a seismic shift of emphasis
in the global diplomatic landscape from



multilateralism to bilateralism is challenging
ASEAN and the ‘open regionalism’
approach it has practiced over the past 5
decades. ASEAN has grown from the
original 5 members to all 10 countries of
Southeast Asia, which has attracted
attention and earned it respect from the
international community. The reason is
simple: ASEAN is a multilateral entity,
negotiating from a position of combined
strength with one voice. It has enjoyed
convening power’ on strategic, political,
security, trade, and other issues relevant
to the regional agenda. The Trump
administration has given strong signals to
the international community that the rules
of engagement with the US will be
changed. The US preference would be for
one-on-one bilateral deals, rather than for
the ‘ASEAN Way’ of collective bargaining.
Major powers will pick and choose when
to engage with ASEAN either as a group
or with each member separately. This new
trend will have an impact on the grouping’s
profile and bargaining power.

Thirdly is the recent anti-globalisation
trend. ASEAN has benefited greatly
from the waves of globalisation in the form
of open trade, free flows of investment,
relocation of manufacturing, effective
transfer of technology, and human
resource development. The ASEAN
members are the star witnesses to the
positive and productive gains of liberal
trade rules and freer flow of capital. They
have adapted and tamed the force of
globalisation to their advantage. Over half
of its population is now in the middle-
income category, with a higher quality of
life, consuming goods and services from
abroad, and ASEAN Member States

have become export-oriented economies.
The recent phenomena of withdrawal
from commitments on global trade deals,
Western economies pulling back investment,
rising protectionist trends, and an emphasis
on ‘my country first’ are potentially damaging
to the ASEAN approach of welcoming
and accommodating trade and foreign
investment. Foreign direct investment is
likely to shrink and markets are showing
signs of fatigue for foreign goods.
Fourthly, ASEAN has relied too
much on foreign contributions to its own
growth to the point that it has neglected
development of its own science, technology,
and innovation. This modality of economic
development served ASEAN well with
capital, management, and technology from
abroad with eventual goods and services
exported back to the countries of origin or
the global market at large. But this could
be an Achilles heel for ASEAN going
forward. Except Singapore (spending
around 2% of its GDP on research and
development), none of the ASEAN Member
States spend a significant amount on this
critical area for future economic growth.
All of the ASEAN Member States are at
risk of being caught in the middle-income
trap, as they are unable to progress to the
high-income category due to their lack of
a scientific and technological base.
Fifthly, the political vehicles that have
brought prosperity and buoyancy to ASEAN
are all in need of reform. Strong and
personalised leadership bordering on
authoritarianism and centralised bureaucracy
are characteristics of all the ASEAN
countries. Political stability and stable
policies in older member states like
Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines,
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Malaysia, and Singapore have attracted
foreign investment to help propel economic
growth and industrialisation. Now that there
is a higher level of economic complexity
and political awareness amongst the
population is rising, the political structures
need to be reconfigured to allow greater
participation, transparency, accountability,
and the rule of law. Social media and the
younger generation want more space for
themselves to shape and mould the future
of their countries in a way different from
previous generations. If ASEAN has
acquired its present status of respect and
admiration thanks to strong leadership
figures, the next half-century of the journey
would require fuller participation by its
people, which could prove problematic for
some member countries.

Way Forward for ASEAN

The global community has changed
dramatically after ASEAN'’s inception half
a century ago. Competition with other
emerging economies has become fiercer.
In the past years, India, China, Africa, and
Latin America have been diverting foreign
investment from the region and the trend
will continue. The force of globalisation
has enabled all traders and investors from
all corners of the world. For the ASEAN
Community to prosper and promote the
well-being of 640 million people, some
constructive steps could be taken.

Firstly, all ASEAN members must
deliver on the agreed commitments.
ASEAN prides itself on having established
most of the legal instruments set out in the
Charter of 2007 and the various blueprints.
But what is lacking is the will to implement
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those instruments at the national levels. In
the past, we made do with accommodation
and collegial compromises. This ASEAN
way of procrastination and evading
responsibility will not work in future. The
global community would like to see
promises delivered. As one integrated
market without barriers, tariff or non-tariff,
the ASEAN Community must provide
access to all investments in member
countries. Frequent delays and missing
of deadlines have reduced creditability of
the ASEAN Community and the regional
business community. Intra-ASEAN trade
is around 24%-25% and trade with
non-ASEAN countries about three times
higher.

Secondly, there is an urgent need
for solidarity in ASEAN’s posturing towards
external partners. There will be increasing
pressure to divide the grouping, given the
preference of external powers to deal with
the ASEAN Member States on a bilateral
basis as they would have more power to
extract concessions. Whether in strategic
and security matters, trade negotiations,
or on other issues on the global agenda,
ASEAN needs a more common and more
solid front than it has shown so far. Signs
abound that when East Asia has become
more important to the world than before in
all areas of global interactions, ASEAN as
the fulcrum of power play will be coveted
for strategic interest of external powers.
If ASEAN succumbs to these pressures,
it will lose all the global trust and confidence
it has carefully cultivated over the past 5
decades. There is a common desire for
ASEAN to develop and present one united
response to the myriad global issues and



challenges. Putting this into practice is now
a matter of urgency.

Thirdly, the imperative of popular
participation will gain wider support from
an increasingly aware and prosperous
constituency in ASEAN. The Charter calls
for building a ‘people-oriented organisation’
with adherence to the principles of
democracy and respect for human rights.
So far ASEAN has been driven by leaders
and diplomats, drawing bargaining power
from the profile of the regional grouping.
As each country has gone through its own
evolution and transformation, more people
from all levels of their societies would want
to take part and contribute more to the
future course of this regional body. They
would sooner or later find out that some
member states are benefiting more than
others from the ASEAN Community. They
would also inevitably find out that for
them to benefit as much, some reforms
of political governance and economic
management would be required. Without
such reforms — and some would be
painful — inequity amongst member
countries would remain. This would lead
to demand for change and reform at
the national level, which would be best
managed by a more open democratic
system. Some ASEAN members are still
resisting this imminent trend emerging
from the grass-roots level.

Fourthly, if anti-globalisation sentiment
continues, liberal trade would be curtailed,
foreign investment would shrink, most of
ASEAN'’s traditional markets would turn
inward with aversion to foreign imports,
and the region would only have itself
to rely on. This is why a widening of
regional economic integration to include

other larger economies, closer to us and
important to our success and survival, will
become another urgent agenda. The ASEAN
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) with six other regional
trading partners — China, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, India, Australia, and
New Zealand — must be the front runner
with a sense of regional urgency, turning
existing bilateral trade agreements into one
encompassing trading entity. As protectionist
tendencies grow outside the region, it is
only prudent to consolidate the base for a
closer economic community.

Fifthly, as the need for infrastructure
financing increases, and with ASEAN
having embarked on its own connectivity
master plan with a view to facilitating
transport of people and goods across
the ASEAN landscape, there is a need
for mobilising ASEAN’s resources. The
combined foreign exchange reserves of all
the ASEAN members currently exceed
US$1 trillion. Indeed, a mere 10% of the
combined reserves would go a long way
in bridging the funding gap that now exists
in the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity.
This could be in the form of concessionary
loans to member states who need to
finance their own parts of the plan.
Furthermore, if each country would agree
to put a portion of its foreign exchange
reserve into a fund for a trusted Asian
Development Bank to manage, it would
increase the chances of expanding
connectivity in ASEAN. As such, ASEAN
would be less dependent on external
funding sources for its members’ own
infrastructure development.
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Conclusion

ASEAN has survived many challenges
to its resilience and existence over the
past 50 years. But the next few decades
will see formidable threats from the
changing landscape of the global
community. The only prescription for
survival is greater cohesiveness in
its community coordination and more
innovation in managing its much-heralded
past accomplishments.

Competing external powers will
demand a high sense of solidarity amongst
the ASEAN members. Only its combined
resources and strength would enable it to
survive in this uncertain and fractured
world. There will be temptations for
individual member states to pursue their
self-interest in the face of contending
pressures being piled upon the ASEAN
platform. A phrase from the ASEAN
Declaration heralding its birth back on 8
August 1967 could give inspiration to the
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current ASEAN Leaders deliberating on
the road map for the next 50 years:

... the Association represents
the collective will of the nations of
South-East Asia to bind themselves
together in friendship and cooperation
and, through joint efforts and sacrifices,
secure for their peoples and for poster-
ity the blessings of peace, freedom and
prosperity.

Much has been accomplished, but
so much more remains to be done. The
second half of the first century of ASEAN
will require the full ownership, the active
participation, and the meaningful
contributions of all its peoples. For
ASEAN, from its inception, has been a
‘collective will and a common aspiration
of the peoples. It was meant to be a
democratic construct. The next generation
of leadership cannot deviate from that
sacred path of the first 50 years.
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“Article 12: Committee of
Permanent Representatives
to ASEAN

1. Each ASEAN Member State shall
appoint a Permanent Representative to
ASEAN with the rank of Ambassador
based in Jakarta.

2. The Permanent Representatives

collectively constitute a Committee of
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Permanent Representatives, which
shall:

(a) Support the work of the
ASEAN Community Councils and ASEAN
Sectoral Ministerial Bodies;

(b)Coordinate with ASEAN
National Secretariats and other ASEAN
Sectoral Ministerial Bodies;

(c) Liaise with the Secretary-
General of ASEAN and the ASEAN
Secretariat on all subjects relevant to its
work;

(d) Facilitate ASEAN cooperation
with external partners; and

(e) Perform such other functions
as maybe determined by the ASEAN
Coordinating Council. ”
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A

Broad Overview of

ASEAN/Thalland and China:

Cultural and Economic Cooperation - Past and Present

Mr. Wiboon Khusakul

Former Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China*

Good morning ladies and
gentlemen,

hen | was approached a
few weeks ago by Professor
Dr. Prapin Manomaivibool

through the good offices of Professor
Dr. Khunying Suchada Kiranandana to be
a speaker at this international conference,
| accepted without hesitation. | always
feel delighted and honored to be here at
Chulalongkorn University, my alma mater,
from where | graduated in 1977.

In 2005, when | was then ambassador
of Thailand to the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, | had a great honour to accom-
pany His Majesty King Abdullah Il bin
Al-Hussein of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan to this prestigious Chulalongkorn

University for His Majesty to receive an
honorary doctoral degree of Philosophy
in Political Science conferred upon him by
the university. His Majesty King Abdullah
also took the opportunity to deliver the
Amman Message, conveying the true
essence of Islam. That was during the US
invasion of Iraq, and | was then assigned
as ambassador to Iraq with residence in
Jordan due to the war.

Again, today, | have the honour to
attend this conference as a keynote
speaker, so | would like to take this
opportunity to express my sincere
appreciation to the Asia Research Center
of Chulalongkorn University and the
Institute of International Studies (lIS) and
Asia Research Center of Fudan University
for inviting me here.

*A keynote speech at the International Conference on ASEAN and China’s Perspectives on Mainland and Maritime Asia:
Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts December 16, 2016 at Chulalongkorn University
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The Past

Historically, in the context of cultural,
social, and trade relations, there would be
no better example of dynamic interactions
than the traditional relations between
ASEAN countries and China. This can be
seen and manifested in, for example, the
name “Indo-China”, a peninsula where most
mainland ASEAN countries are situated.
The name of this peninsula signifies the
influences that two great civilizations,
namely Chinese and Indian, have had on
this region since ancient times. And in this
respect, nowhere in the ASEAN region
would serve as a better example of close
relations with China than in the case of
“Siam”, the name Thailand was then
called.
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| will start from Sukhothai, the first
unified Thai kingdom dating back 800
years ago. It was during the reign of King
Ramkhamhaeng, one of Thailand’s great
kings, that Siam had a particularly close
relationship and frequent cultural exchanges
with China. One of the most significant
areas of cultural exchanges was in the field
of chinaware or ceramic manufacturing,
which is well known in Thai as Sangkhalok,
the name referring to the pottery produced
in today’s Sangkhalok district of Sukhothai
province.

The Sukhothai kingdom had even
sent local craftsmen to learn porcelain-
crafting techniques in China. | presume
that they may have been sent to the
southern parts of China such as Guangdong



and Fujian provinces, or even as far as
Jingdezhen in Jiangxi province, China’s
porcelain capital which has since ancient
times produced high quality chinaware
well-known to the world. Chinese porcelain
was well known by the Thais as Kangsai,
which literally is the word “Jiangxi” in the
Chaozhou Chinese dialect. Subsequently,
porcelain-crafting techniques in Thailand
were further developed by Thai craftsmen
to produce even finer quality and more
famous multi-coloured ceramics, called
Benjarong, which means “five colours”.

Let’s now talk about Ayutthaya, the
second unified Thai kingdom, dating back
more than 600 years ago. It was during
this period that Zheng He, China’s greatest
maritime admiral, was commissioned by
Emperor Yongle of the Mingdynasty to
lead a historic expedition to extend
friendship and trade relations with Southeast
Asia and beyond. It is noteworthy that
Zheng He’s voyage took place even before
the arrival of Europeans to Southeast Asia
in the early 15" century and happened 80
years before thediscovery of the Americas
by Christopher Columbus.

Southeast Asia, located right at
the crossroads of the world’s trading
routes, has been very open to various
influences from the outside. As | have
mentioned earlier, all of these influences
were absorbed and adapted into local
cultures, arts and languages, and way of
life. Even the name of the peninsula itself,
“Indo-China”, reflects foreign influence.
Zheng He’s expedition led to the
emergence of new settlements in the
coastal regions of Southeast Asia. Since
then, more Chinese merchant vessels

along with Chinese migrants began to
travel to this region.

Ayutthaya, the former capital of
Siam was one of Zheng He’s very first ports
of call. According to historical records,
Zheng He himself paid at least three
visits to Ayutthaya during that time.
Interestingly, Ayutthaya was then a
cosmopolitan place with several foreign
communities. Its leaders and people were
willing to embrace and accommodate
different cultures and religions without
discrimination. | should say that this has
certainly become a solid foundation for
Thailand’s subsequent successful
integration and assimilation processes.

Some background information
should be shared with you in this regard.
In the 1970s, when China established
diplomatic relations with ASEAN countries,
Thailand was regarded by the Chinese
government as a model for other ASEAN
countries to follow concerning itspractical
and successful handling of complicated
overseas Chinese issues in the normaliza-
tion of diplomatic relations between
several ASEAN countries and China
during that time.

Let’s get back to Zheng He. He was
known to the peoples of this region as San
Bao Gong. San Bao (=& - Jauady)
means the “three precious treasures” of
Buddhism, namely the Lord Buddha,
Dhamma (or Buddhist teachings), and
Sangkha (or Buddhist monks). According
to some historical records, Zheng He
himself had deep faith in Buddhism, and
this led him to convert to a Buddhist
in 1403.

Many temples under Zheng He’s
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name San Bao were built in Chinese
communities in Southeast Asia to worship
him. For example, the Sam Poo Kong
temple in Indonesia and Sam Po Kong
temple in Malaysia. As for Thailand, we
have a famous temple Wat Panuncheng
in the present Ayutthaya province with a
huge San Bao Gong Buddha image. In
addition, we now have the Bang Pakong
(Bao Gong) district in Chachoengsao
province and a most famous Bang Pakong
river in the central region close to
Bangkok, which has inspired countless
romantic Thai folk songs.

The success of Zheng He’s
expedition not only signified the great
achievement of Chinese maritime
expertise and techniques, but was also a
good showcase of friendship and the
farsighted outlook of China since the past.
It also helped to foster deeper understanding
and relations between the Chinese Ming
court and ASEAN countries at that time.

I am convinced that the Ming
court’s principle of “¥}F KX-FZ 43",
which means mutually sharing the benefits
of peace andcooperation, has inspired
today’s Maritime Silk Road initiative, and
perhaps the “One Belt, One Road”
initiative as a whole, or even the “Chinese
Dream”.

The Silk Road enabled China to
expand its trade activities with foreign
nations. While exporting its specialties
such as silk, chinaware, tea, and valuable
metals, it imported from foreign countries
what it lacked. This is a good example of
China’s complementary trade relations and
share of mutual benefits with other
countries. Whenever China opened up its
doors, it flourished, and whenever it closed
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its doors, it failed. The latter was evident
in the mid-19" century to the mid-20"
century when China shut its doors to the
world and Western powers forced their
way in, leading to the “hundred years of
humiliation”.

The Chinese leaders have realized
this since the very beginning of China’s
economic reforms and opening up to the
outside world in the late 1970s, that it is
only by opening up and maintaining good
relations with other countries like in the
past that would enable China to prosper,
as evident in the Silk Road during the Han
dynasty and most notably, the Silk Road
during the Tang dynasty, which allowed
China to reach its height of prosperity in
history, an era proudly known by the
Chinese as “ 8" (zenith of prosperity).

In addition, some valuable lessons
that the ancient time Silk Road gave us
are: first and foremost, economic and
cultural exchanges have existed since
ancient times. Secondly, through these
processes, cultural exchanges between
the peoples of ASEAN and China have
flourishedfor hundreds of years. Most
importantly, such relations demonstrate
that it is entirely possible to establish
win-win cooperation between the peoples
of ASEAN and China.

In this regard, when | was ambassador
to the People’s Republic of China,
many times to the media or during
seminars whenever | was asked about the
ancient Silk Road’s complementary and
mutually beneficial nature, | would raise a
good example between Thailand and
China that during the reign of King Rama
[, vessel trade between Siam and China
flourished to its height. It was during this



time that Chinese vessels and junks
brought what Thailand neededfrom China
such as silk, tea, and chinaware, and in
exchange carried back what China lacked,
including timber, our well-known jasmine
rice, and Siam bird nests. Life-sized
ancient Chinese stone dolls, an important
import, were indispensible in the sense
that they were used to balance ships
returning from China and still stand to
greet Chinese tourists in Thai temples
today. King Rama Il was very keen to
maintain and strengthen trade relations
with China. He brought prosperity to Siam
through suchmaritime trade and went
down in history as the “Father of Thai
trade”. The king even had aviharn built in
the shape of a Chinese junk ship as a
memorial at Yannawa temple in Bangkok.
This replica is made of concrete and is
over 40 metres long. Apart from this, the
king also incorporated Chinese art into the
architecture of Bangkok’s Ratchanadda
temple.

The above illustrates the mutually
beneficial relationship that has existed
since ancient times. This is what we call
today, “win-win cooperation”. This happened
within the context of ancient time Silk
Road. | certainly believe that it can happen
again within the context of the “One Belt,
One Road” initiative, which supposedly
has been initiated and inspired by the
spirit of ancient time Silk Road.

The Present

Let us now come back to the present.
This year marks the 25" anniversary of
ASEAN-China dialogue relations. For the
past 25 years, the ASEAN-China

relationship has been multidimensional.
It covers politics and security, as well
as social and cultural fields. But notably,
success stories have been concentrated
i-economic relations. Evidently, all statistics
on trade and investment show remarkable
progress and potential.

As can be seen that in 1991, bilateral
trade between ASEAN and China was only
around $8 billion US dollars ($7.96 billion).
But since then, it has increased
significantly. Last year, bilateral trade
between the two sides reached over $470
billion ($472.16 billion), a nearly 60
time sincrease, or an average increase of
18.5%per year.

During the first ten months of this
year, the two-way trade between ASEAN
and China totaled more than $360 billion
($362.599). Although there was a
slight decrease in trade volume due to
the economic downturn, China is still
among ASEAN’s top trade partners, and
ASEAN remains China’s third largest trade
partner.

Last year, we also witnessed a
significant rise in Chinese investment in
ASEAN. It totaled $14.6 billion, which was
an 87% increase from 2014. In the same
year, we also saw a rise in ASEAN
investment in China. The number reached
$7.8 billion, which was an increase of
nearly 21%. Then, up until May this year,
the two-way ASEAN-China investment
reached a height of $160 billion US dollars.

In this regard, | believe that the
ongoing “go global” or “going out” (& # )
policy to encourage Chinese businesses
to inves tmore overseas, and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB), as
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Dato Lim Jock Hoi, Secretary-General of ASEAN
and H.E. Mr.Wang Yi, State Councillor Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China

well as the “One Belt, One Road” initiative
would bring even more substantial
Chinese investment opportunities into
ASEAN countries in the future. Hence,
obviously, ASEAN-China economic ties
will remain the cornerstone of the overall
relationship between the two sides. This of
course includes the key role of tourism,
which | will later discuss.

ASEAN-China economic cooperation
is promising, but what is perhaps even
more important is people to people
cooperation. While ASEAN aspires to be
a people centered community, China also
stresses the importance of the same
concept “YAA A K, or placing people at
the foundation or the centre of development.
When discussing human development,
education is certainly the key focus.
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This year marks the “ASEAN-China
Educational Exchange Year’. We have
witnessed over 300 education projects this
year, encompassing student exchanges,
and activities organized by the Confucius
Institutes and the China Cultural Center
in Thailand.

| still remember when | accompanied
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn to meet with the then Vice
President Xi Jin Ping. He emphasized the
importance of youth education exchanges.
He, along with Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn both
wish to see even greater cooperation in this
field. President Xi also shared his personal
experiences. He was convinced that
exchanges in education from a young age
would certainly help foster understanding



and early acquaintances among youths who
are the future of our cooperation. Therefore,
it is encouraging that education has become
one of the highlights of cooperation between
the two sides, and | am glad to see that
ASEAN and China can share educational
resources and draw upon each other’s
strengths for mutual benefits. The co-
hosting of today’s international conference
between Chulalongkorn University and
Fudan University is also a good example
of such cooperation.

Apart from education, nowhere in
people to people exchange between
ASEAN and China would be more palpable
than tourism. Last year, the number of
outbound Chinese tourists reached more
than 120 million, remarkably exceeding
even the figures projected by the World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) of 100
million by the year 2020. Of the 120 million
Chinese tourists, 17 million people or 14.7%
chose ASEAN as their first destination.
This was an increase of nearly 50%
(49.9%) from the previous year.

It appears even more evident in
the case of Thailand. Last year, nearly 8
million (7.9 million) Chinese tourists visited
Thailand. They represented 27% of all
foreign tourists visiting the country. This
year, as of January alone, Thailand
received over 800,000 tourists from China.
Despite some recent setbacks regarding
the “zero-dollar tour” problem, the prospect
of attracting even more quality Chinese
tourists to Thailand is still promising.
We believe that this people to people
exchange will become a new pillar of
strategic partnership between ASEAN
and China in the long run.

Looking Back and Looking

Ahead

ASEAN and China’s economic
and cultural exchanges have flourished
for over 800 years under the spirit of
mutually sharing benefits of peaceful
cooperation. The cooperationhas benefitted
both ASEAN and China, economically
and culturally. At present, it is widely
acknowledged that the 21% century is
Asia’s century. And the limelight, of course,
is on China, East Asia, and ASEAN.

At present, ASEAN’s interaction and
cooperation with China present both
opportunities and challenges. One of the
most important challenges, for example, is
the South China Sea issue. In this regard,
latest developments in this sphere of
cooperation are encouraging, especially
since there have been positive develop-
ments in the bilateral relationship between
China and one of the major claimants of
the South China Sea, the Philippines. This
matter, if handled properly, would certainly
be able to serve as a good example of a
win-win cooperation model for other
ASEAN claimant countries to follow.
Also, striking a modus vivendi to avoid
unexpected incidents would also help
contribute to the safeguarding of peace
and security in thisregion. At the same
time, it would contribute to the realization
of China’s aspiration of a new Maritime
Silk Road. | hope that the resulting peace
dividend and mutual benefits of economic
cooperation will have spillover effects
to eventually dilute the existing geopolitical
tensions between China and other
claimant countries.
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It should also be observed here that,
recently the word “initiative” has been
used more frequently by the Chinese side
to refer to the “One Belt, One Road”
instead of the word“strategy”. The word
“initiative” conveys a greater sense of
mutual cooperation and interests, which
| think reflects the spirit and charm of the
ancient Silk Road. The concept of the Silk
Road also indicates a sense of shared
history and mutually beneficial cooperation.
This will enable China to enhance mutual
trust with other countries and would also
help, to a certain extent, convince them that
the “rise of China” is actually a peaceful
one, and alleviate the notion of threat.

In bettering relations with ASEAN,
nothing is more important than building
and deepening mutual trust through sharing
of mutual security and economic benefits.
In this regard, China, rising in its global
stature, will be expected also to play an
even more significant role, perhaps even
as one of the “free trade leaders” in order
to help preserve the present global
economic order which has benefitted more
than 80% of the world population,
including China. In this part, it is also
encouraging to learn that President Xi Jin
Ping has, during his recent conversation
with president-elect Donald Trump
reiterated that there is no other choice but
cooperation between the world’s largest and
second largest economies.

At the same time, the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
or RCEP, which includes ten ASEAN
countries in addition to China, Japan,
South Korea, India, Australia, and New
Zealand, accounting for a total population
of 3500 million and a third of the global
GDP should be accelerated if it is
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beneficial to ASEAN and China. And if so,
this process should be completed sooner
rather than later, especially given the
departure of the Trans - Pacific Partnership,
or the TPP.

The next point that | would like to
make is about people to people exchange.
The arrival of millions of Chinese tourists
to ASEAN has contributed not only to the
economies of ASEAN countries, but has
also strengthened people to people
contact, which is highly important, and
if cultivated properly, would help to
facilitate cultural exchange and deepen
mutual understanding. For instance,
there is a belief that the lack of effective
people to people interactions can bring
about negative perceptions between
countries and peoples. As a case in point,
when | was ambassador to the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, | came to
the conclusion that “the more the visits,
the less the problems”. There was a year
when the number of Thai tourists visiting
the Lao PDR reached a peak of 1 million,
and surprisingly, there were fewest
incidents of misunderstandings between
the two sides that year.

Most of the Chinese tourists who
visit ASEAN countries are more or less
considered middle class, which brings us
to our next point. There is an emerging
Chinese middle class of over 200 million
with an annual income of 10,000 to 40,000
RMB. ASEAN should take this into con-
sideration. It is paramount to reach out to
this demographic of people as they do not
only form the solid consumption base for
China and ASEAN’s economies, but are
also the ones who will play key roles in
bolstering ASEAN-China relations in the
future. According to the Economist



magazine, there are about 250 million
middle class people in China, but Alibaba’s
Jack Ma puts the estimate higher at 300
million, and forecasts that this number
would even increase to 500 million within
ten years. This would be a figure larger
than the current population of the US.

The middle class is actually
inseparable from social media, which |
would like to discuss now. When | was
ambassador to China, we set up a Weibo
account and accumulatedaltogether over
100,000 Chinese followers. Now if you
don’t know Weibo, like Wechat, it is one
of China’s enormously popular and largest
social media platforms, similar to Twitter
and Facebook. Interestingly, we have
learnt from Weibo and other platforms that
the Chinese middle class attaches much
more importance to different cultural
aspects of the Thailand-China relationship
and cooperation rather than common
ancestry compared to their previous
generations. So, how to effectively further
reach out and establish a more extensive
connection with the new generations is
something both ASEAN and China must
focus on and carefully cultivate. As another
case in point, let’s look at Japan’s decision
not long ago to boldly open up to Thai
tourists. The decision was made originally
out of their economic considerations,
but eventually, Japan gained not
only economically but also in terms of
spreading its soft power effectively, as all
the hype about Japan can be felt
everywhere in Thailand now, particularly
among the middle class.

Enhancing ASEAN-China physical-
connectivity by building all the hard
infrastructures is important, but what is

more important is creating a good
“software”, which includes effective
communication through social media
plat forms. Interestingly, we have found out
from our interaction with Chinese netizens
both directly and through Weibo that the
Chinese middle class is actually very
interested in our cultural aspects of “soft
power”. And that is why we should not
forget that there are currently over 712
million Chinese Internet users, or around
52% of China’s total population. This 52%
of people hold economic and consumer
power, and again, are the ones who will
become the future of China and of our
cooperation. Hence, it is now high time
that we shift our focus from once a
traditional, official, and authority- oriented-
communication to give more importance
to people to people platforms like this,
particularly with the Chinese middle
class.

Cyber connectivity is an extremely-
important dimension of our relationship.
This is the last point that | would like to
reiterate here. In our age of innovative
technology, people are connected not only
physically but also virtually. Thus, we must
harness the potential of the middle class,
and effectively catch up andcarefully utilize
the now highly advanced and dynamic
digital information technology, both
economically and socially. This, once
handled well and properly, can help foster
even greater understanding and mutual
benefits, and would make the new Silk
Road cooperation between ASEAN and
China, and even the Chinese Dream, more
beneficial and more meaningfulfor all.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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l. Introduction

he need for combating piracy

became a serious issue of the

coastal States in Southeast
Asia in the early 2005, especially those
bordering the Straits of Malacca and
Singapore, and when the Joint War Com-
mittee of the Lloyd’s Market Association
declared the Strait of Malacca and some
parts of the Philippines as a “war-risk”
area’. Those States had to come up with
a proper and timely solution because
shipments of goods and petroleum through
the Strait of Malacca accounted for about
forty percent of world trade, thus rendering
the Strait of Malacca to be the most
shipping lane in the world®. The increase
in the commission of piracy and armed

robbery against ships at sea could affect
the overall maritime security in the region.
In fact, Southeast Asia is facing threats
from within and outside the region, other
than piracy and armed robbery at sea, for
example, terrorism, human trafficking, etc.

With a view to suppressing piracy
and armed robbery against ships at sea,
international cooperation is required to
address the issues of common concern.
In this region, the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), an inter-governmental
organization, recognized the need for
international cooperation in the combat of
such crimes by categorizing piracy as
a transnational crime within the scope
of the 1997 ASEAN Declaration on
Transnational Crime* and the 1998 Hanoi
Declaration®.

' LL.B.(2nd Class Hons.), LL.M. (N.Y.U.), J.S.D.(N.Y.U.), Barrister-at-Law; Chairman, ReCAAP ISC Governing Council
Remarks: The author thanks Mr. Yoshihisa Endo, Executive Director, ReCAAP ISC, for his comments made to

the first draft of this article.

% Panos Koutrakos and Achilles Skordas, “The Law and Practice of Piracy at Sea. European and International Perspectives”

(Oxford : Hart Publishing Ltd., 2014), p. 281
® See Bernard D. Cole, “Asian Maritime Strategies. Navigating
* Signed in Manila on December 20, 1997
® Adopted in Hanoi on December 16, 1998

Troubled Waters”, (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2013), p. 10
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Il. Need for an Information-

Sharing Centre

In the Straits of Malacca and
Singapore, law enforcement agencies had
intensified their cooperation to reduce
piracy incidents®. In 2003, coordinated
patrols by Malaysia and Thailand were
initiated, followed by the same among
Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore in the
following year. In addition, another step
was taken by some Asian countries in the
suppression of these transnational crimes,
while mindful of the jurisdictional issue and
overlapping claims over the maritime
zones of some Asian countries, by
concluding the Regional Cooperation
Agreement on Combating Piracy and
Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia
(ReCAAP) in Tokyo on November 11,
2004’. ReCAAP is another multilateral
effort created to solidify foundation, at the
government level, to promote cooperation
by means of information-sharing among
the law enforcement agencies and other
relevant agencies of the Contracting Parties.

The latest statistics revealed that the
number of piracy incidents stood at 73
incidents in Asia during January — June
2014 . It has decreased from 78% during
the first half of 2012 to 55%°. Based on
ReCAAP characteristics of incidents, many
cases were considered less significant
(Category 3 incidents) and petty thefts.
Even though it was not because of the
efforts by ReCAAP alone which brought

down the number of piracy attacks, credits
should be given to the law enforcement
agencies which serve as Focal Points of
the ReCAAP Contracting Parties. It should
be noted that other relevant government
agencies do have a role to play and
deserve no fewer credits than the Focal
Points, without which the Focal Points
would not have been able to fulfill their
tasks efficiently.

There are also some other factors
which might have an influence on the decline
in the number of attacks, for example,
monsoon season, utilization of private-
armed guards on board a vessel, as a
deterrent measure to combat piracy and
armed robbery at sea, etc.

In accordance with the ReCAAP
Agreement, the ReCAAP Information
Sharing Centre (ReCAAP ISC) was
established, which has, since its inception,
served its Member States and the
international community by disseminating
information received from stakeholders
and Focal Points when piracy attacks
occur. The ReCAAP ISC has its function
to make analytical reports for submission
to the Governing Council of Member
States with a view to making assessment
for policy guidance of the ReCAAP ISC.
Such reports prepared by the ReCAAP
ISC are useful tools for all the Focal Points
and stakeholders in the maritime industry
to adopt preventive measures as appropriate.
It was observed that the ReCAAP ISC

® Panos Koutrakos and Achilles Skordas, in footnote 1 supra, p.282
" The ReCAAP Agreement entered into force on September 4, 2006. There are 20 member states as of September 2014
® “Half Year Report. 1st January — 30th June 2014. Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia”, ReCAAP

Information Sharing Centre, p.3
° Ibid, p.9
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“has significantly enhanced information
sharing among the maritime nations using
the Singapore and Malacca Straits and
surrounding waters”™.

In the year 2016, ReCAAP is aimed
at commemorating its 10" Anniversary.
This article illustrates how ReCAAP has
made achievements during the past years
and how its prospects would be in the new

decades.

lll. Keys to Success

The ReCAAP ISC has made a lot
of contributions to the safety of sea lines
of communication. It was also used as
a model for the establishment of the
information sharing centers set up under
the Djibouti Code of Conduct in close
collaboration with the International
Maritime Organization (IMO). This reflects
the international recognition of the role of
ReCAAP in the combat against piracy and
armed robbery against ships.

The author of this article observed
that the following elements, when put
together, would illustrate how the ReCAAP
ISC had proven itself a success in
accordance with the objectives and
mandate under the ReCAAP Agreement:

1. Analytical reporting. The ReCAAP
ISC has categorized all piracy attacks
in 3 categories, namely CAT | (very
significant), CAT Il (moderately significant)
and CAT Il (less significant). The catego-
rization of incidents is based on the degree
of violence and the economic loss that
may be accrued. Later on, petty theft was
included as a sweeping clause to include
other commission of offences which are

not defined as piracy and armed robbery
against ships. To put it in another way, not
all acts of crime once reported will be
considered as piracy and armed robbery
against ships. Thus, the number of
incidents reported to public is rather as
opposed to figures released by other
sources. ReCAAP ISC reports are
available on a monthly, quarterly, half-
yearly and annual basis.

The ReCAAP ISC has launched
some other tools to assist members of
the maritime industry and the shipping
industry, for example, anti-piracy poster,
maritime security charts, etc.

2. External partnership. The ReCAAP
ISC has been engaging with the public and
private sectors, the purposes of which are
to raise the profile of ReCAAP and also to
enhance cooperation with all stakeholders.
Right now, ReCAAP has adopted its
principle of “shared responsibility”. It
means that it is not only for the ReCAAP
ISC which will disseminate information and
coordinate with the focal points of the
Member States, but all stakeholders need
to report incidents in a timely manner,
while preventive measures will have to be
adopted as necessary. Member States are
duty- bound to encourage individually or
collectively their maritime industries to be
aware of the situation alerts put forward
as warnings by the ReCAAP ISC and for
their maritime industry to be mindful of the
benefit of reporting which in many, if not
most, cases may save a lot of lives.
External partnership also covers the
encouragement of Indonesia and Malaysia
to become parties to ReCAAP at the

"“Bernard D. Cole, in footnote 2 supra, p. 183
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earliest possible opportunity. While
ReCAAP may be another avenue for both
countries to make the best use of informa-
tion shared among its Member States,
capacity building is another component of
the ReCAAP ISC which could contribute
to the information-sharing systems of
these two countries, and vice versa.

So far, ReCAAP has concluded
memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with
a number of international organizations,
entities and private industry.

3. Confidentiality and safeguarding
of information. Since the ReCAAP ISC is
an inter-governmental organization, it has
its own organizational structure and
answers to the Member States through
their representatives who serve as
Governors of their respective countries and
gather together as the Governing Council
once a year to give policy guidance to the
ReCAAP ISC. In that case, this collabora-
tion is a government — to — government
cooperation to tackle piracy situations,
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particularly in Asia, and elsewhere.
Information gathered through their focal
points will always be kept confidential and
be used for making appropriate recom-
mendations to the Governing Council for
action and adoption of policy directions to
the Membership in the area of combating
piracy and armed robbery at sea.

On top of that, it is a result of the
political will of the Member States in Asia
and outside Asia, which collectively
join efforts together in eliminating
transnational crime.

4. Consensus-building. As of now,
decision-making is made by consensus.
Even though securing consensus is time-
consuming, the end results, which the
Governing Council aims to achieve upon
the conclusion of meetings, reflect the
spirit of compromise that all Governors
have shown when working with one
another with a view to arriving at a
consensus. Once there is an objection,
there is no consensus. The technique of



paving the way to reach consensus and
securing it requires a lot of diplomatic
skills, as well as a lot of efforts and
perhaps charisma, to liaise with all
involved. Once consensus is achieved, the
issue at hand is supposed to subside since
the solution reached by consensus is not
meant to be short-lived. Based on the
author’s experience, informal setting on
different occasions serves the purpose of
consensus - building better than formal
meetings. For some grouping, like ASEAN,
a lot of agreed texts and decisions came
to fruition after many rounds of informal
discussions in a casual manner had been
exhausted.

5. Capacity-building. It is one of the
three pillars of the ReCAAP ISC, which
comprises information-sharing; capacity-
building and cooperative arrangements.
As stated earlier, capacity-building is
aimed to ensure that all Focal Points are
efficiently coordinated among them in
response to the situations at hand It helps
ensure trust-building among law enforce-
ment officers taking shifts to monitor their
respective waters. It is hopeful that
contributions from different Member States
will enhance capacity-building for the benefit
of all the Focal Points, other relevant
government officials and for the ReCAAP
ISC staff members.

IV. Approach to Meet
New Challenges in
the Upcoming Decades

The Governing Council, at its 8"
Meeting held on 4-6 March 2014, took up
the issue of the future of the ReCAAP ISC
for deliberation since the ReCAAP ISC

had to be adaptive to the changing
environment and, in particular, the
geopolitical architecture in Asia and the
rest of the world. Some floated the idea of
the ReCAAP ISC becoming a center of
excellence. The Meeting also decided to
commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the
establishment of the ReCAAP ISC, which
was launched on 29 November 2006 after
the ReCAAP Agreement came into force
on 4 September 2006, because the
ReCAAP ISC is approaching the next
decade.

It should be noted that the Joint
Statement on the Occasion of the Tenth
Anniversary of the ReCAAP Information
Sharing Centre, adopted by the Governing
Council on 15 March 2016, recognized the
aspiration of the Contracting Parties to
upgrade the ReCAAP ISC to become a
center of excellence within the framework
of the Regional Cooperation Agreement
on Combating Piracy and. Armed Robbery
against Ships in Asia of 2004 (ReCAAP
Agreement) and to set up a working group
comprising representatives of Governors
to come up with a roadmap for that
purpose. So far, the Governing Council
has its goal to expedite to process of
becoming a center of excellence with in
2020, bearing in mind that some areas
of cooperation remain ongoing even
beyond the silver jubilee of the ISC
establishment.

On 18 March 2016, a High Level
Meeting was conducted at the Shangri-La
Hotel, Singapore, and was originally
planned to be chaired by H.E. Don
Pramudwinai, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Thailand but in the end, it was actually
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co-chaired by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Thailand and Mr. Khaw Boon
Wan, Transport Minister of the Republic
of Singapore. The High Level Meeting
produced useful deliverables, some
of which included the introduction on
the “Development of the ReCAAP over
the Decade”, the “10™ Anniversary
Commemorative Publication”, “Guidance
for Tankers Operating in Asia Against
Piracy and Armed Robbery involving
Oil cargo theft”, and “Regional Guide to
Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery
against Ships in Asia”. The Meeting also
gave blessings to the Joint Statement,
adopted at the 10th Governing Council
Meeting on 15 March 2016. In the
afternoon of 18 March 2016, the Thai
Foreign Minister was accorded with the
honour to deliver a keynote address at the
symposium under the theme, “Emerging
Maritime Security Challenges in Asia and
Region’s Responses.”

The above-mentioned idea of
becoming a center of excellence is the
best way the ReCAAP ISC could be
responsive to new challenges. When the
ReCAAP ISC claims itself to be a center
of excellence, it may need to come up with
appropriate key performance indicators
(KPIs) for its justification. In any case, the
ReCAAP ISC should always be in the
driver's seat to disseminate, share and
perhaps operate relevant information to
combat piracy and armed robbery at sea
on behalf of the Membership. A roadmap
towards a center of excellence should be
drawn to set benchmarks and to lay
down certain criteria and any necessary
components in detail. At the same time,
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the ReCAAP ISC should be able to
contribute to the needs and interests of
the information-sharing community,
especially all stakeholders, including the
maritime industry. If this is the case, the
ReCAAP ISC needs to take stock of what
it has fulfilled and where its positioning is
at the moment.

The other issue which is worth being
revisited for the purpose of strengthening
the role of the ReCAAP ISC is the issue
of coordination among the Focal Points,
on the one hand, and between the Focal
Points and the ReCAAP ISC, on the other
hand. Focal Points are, in fact, law
enforcement agencies of the Member
States and serve as coordinating partners
with the ReCAAP ISC in order to exercise
their respective jurisdictions to combat
piracy and armed robbery at sea in
accordance with the ReCAAP Agreement.
Their role is very vital to translate the
concept of information-sharing into action
on the ground. Information-sharing may
be rendered ineffective or may come to no
avails at all if law enforcement is in limbo.
So far, the Focal Points have done an
excellent job for ReCAAP as a whole. Still,
capacity-building is needed to boost the
efficiency of the Focal Points. In so doing,
the ReCAAP ISC has arranged year-round
activities to ensure effective responses to
the situations at hand. The expansion of
membership could be a way to tap new
resources pertaining to work of the
ReCAAP ISC.

Public awareness is the third issue
which needs a lot of attention of each and
every member State. Each Member State
needs to raise and appreciate work of the



ReCAAP ISC. While the ReCAAP ISC is
in full support of “shared responsibility”,
the Member States, their Focal Points, and
the maritime and shipping industries all
share the responsibility of disseminating
information in a timely manner and do
everything in their power to combat piracy
and armed robbery against ships at sea.
Bearing in mind that any perpetrator must
not be given a safe haven, preventive
measures should, by all means, be
promoted within the territory of each
Member State.

It was agreed that the future of the
ReCAAP ISC would remain on the agenda
of the Governing Council until such time
when discussions are exhausted. It is
hopeful that the Working Group would
make appropriate recommendation to the
Governing Council within March 2017 so
that consensus could be arrived at on this
very important agenda item.

V. Conclusion

The ReCAAP ISC has come a long
way and has been recognized as a model
of success at the regional level in the field
of combating piracy and armed robbery at
sea. ltis interesting to note that cooperation
existing so far is attributable to the political
will and the common desire to deal
with this kind of transnational crime in a
concerted manner from countries within
and outside Asia. The “ReCAAP Model”
could become a case study for other
regions, or it could spill over to other

regions, for inter- or intra-regional
cooperation in this field or in any other
fields as the countries concerned may
want to adopt or apply.

On top of that, it has been a venue
for the Contracting Parties to practice
Oceans diplomacy since Governors have
exchanged views with the strong
commitment to fight against piracy and
armed robbery at sea, by putting aside
the maritime conflicts they may have with
others bilaterally or multilaterally. It is
also the platform where a positive-sum
solution is manifested for the benefit of all
stakeholders.

In conclusion, as new Member
States have added their names on the list
of ReCAAP Membership over the years,
coupled with the fact that some countries
with interest in joining ReCAAP are still in
the pipeline, it illustrates the success and,
at the same time, achievements the
ReCAAP ISC has made since its inception
thanks to the efforts and political will of
all the Member States invested in this
organization during the past years, with
the original mandate in accordance with
the ReCAAP Agreement and with the
focus of work on Asia.

Still, more needs to be done when
taking into consideration the year of 2016
which should not only be dedicated to
mark the commemoration of the 10"
Anniversary, but also open a new chapter
of the future of ReCAAP.
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iewa aglaidigy Dr. Alan Bollard §81u38ns
U315 (Executive Director) Uagiaila hay
A3, 59Ade Bastasal gunulvelu Eminent
Persons Groups %ﬂLﬁUﬂdmﬁﬁU%U’mﬁ’lﬁm
Tunisdadamanelunesiud 2537
frefuseiinifuidinuisvesieiln
ndsd 2563 f1e Bnvsdoidunisadng
AunsEninfiAsIfuunuinveseila
Tutlgtulazeunaliuimsnuilisades
1ioen9f
dunagnisivuaIdeviadlnaves
eaEuiRnuBtumsniidmihienla
eaiureuliEinsiaknduidevimienn
(APEC Vision Group %38 AVG) titeatiuayu
msvhauveadmihfienlaeialagiany
JaqUuu aun¥nteruadidnaiuiiy
fivainvatedonanisvesndsd 2563
TneJesruuidléidu 2 nau fio nquildiut
AT LUSTAUIUNISAINI TRV
oty uasdugUsssunniu uay
nauiLiudn WinuiesveteLUanllH
AEERyfURRI SN IR Weads
nsiulnegnsaungy aedlsna Idevie
InyveaatlnvgfosA1defausunves
wiswsRalaniiuAsuudasl Wy m3vzaad
naAsugia nsddadediduiadeunia
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wAswgna b 9 WU N13A1 A1AUINIS N13AY
A3a (digital trade) MSMEs n13@n®A
Auduliies (urbanization) 52uf
nsanaseslsrynsisusany Jalug
N15NAdIANEEI81Y (aging society) way
welulaglyifiduunuiimaluladiler
(disruptive technologies) fovdui
ANIeLazidalanialiellavene
Ao lUTIAURNg 9

d1msulne weedn Adevimilndves
orlanrsiduldivuieszerenaid
ANUTRRLLaTLadlUT M TNLaYdaAAADY
ffu SDGs InetorUnenataue@miiu “champion”
93U d1runy SDGs Wy Wnuny
s ﬂ’l’iﬁx‘iLﬂ%ﬂﬂ’li@ﬂi@ﬁmx‘iLﬂi‘lﬂgﬁﬁ]ﬁgﬂgu
wagilmunedl 9 msdaaiugnavngsy
Widunasduianssy sauvisenals
Aanuafyufitauivlsesipunisaule
Aduinsfudandon msfwuiyaains
audouloddunndd uazduadulvion
\AsugRamdsiauifiunuimuiniuly
sysunAunalandidnnnulusdawazwindieoy
TurazLaeiu LolUAAIINSETUAINNTINED
FuesdmsssreUssmaTiiuunAnedionds
fiu (like-minded partners) 1 911%8u
nawiusinsuUTAN (Pacific Alliance) uay
OECD wisliiAnmuaenadasasilouie
wazveenausylesululnIng
aurAavoudldIUANIUNAaNY
nasidasunJavvoulasuasgag
an1JnunNssuNIFSUIN?
unioniA

wiemagiealunsauninusiuile
fiuszauaudiSalusysunilslunsdaady
n1syIMINIINIaLAsegialugdaie
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9e4l5A7 euanveelUAfinwldiuueu
SuRnananuimesng q Jerudnseua
AoFnulan1Adn WardIUIUYBINTOUAI I
Sudenuasugialugiinauazeuginia
iy iliAnAnuReAd Ay LAY
anuATesveealuilagliu uenaNil
yifivesanizeuinmasuluanuleue
yaUszeuSuUAlaTad niud Aaeusiann
fonnasiudingnsmansiasusianiaii
wUFAN (Trans-Pacific Partnership %38 TPP)
MANLABINITNANATUAYUTZUUNITAT
‘W‘ijﬁ (multilateral trading system %350
MTS) wagisensadbiinisufisunaln wTo
ﬁamﬁy’agqmm%@mﬂmmﬁ@’ﬁme'ﬁmﬁt,mu
sudunisluanmgudniivilinisesn
fosuaaanussuussawalul 2560 a1t
nmviueia 2 Ju feidunnuvimedmiu
NNWALATENIaUITALeLUA taglanie
nsdada FTAAP Gagasdhilulfennunniy
NN

Snnistadeiionadinasresuinn
Po3oLUA AD NTUUITUAUTENINUIDIUD
Tnefido3i5usne 9 19 Belt and Road
Initiative, Quality Infrastructure wae Free
and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy

N1TWYITUAUTENINUNIDIUIADID
dunsugsdeiiudinisdugudnansvos
lassadnanlnenssumaasygnalugiinig
Fa019v81831nfinALeITu-LUTTNlUg
Sula-uudfnld waziiotdunisvinlv
#9331 Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy
\HugUsssu Jeenatluunliiugaiianss axld
Tonnanisnn3eiisafueuinnoilands
Un.a. 2563 ativayulidudednduaundn
iinBetaiauevesaniy aglifumseatiuau



Mnduiivszasdagdudadninaresiu
Tuglinawiuiu 0g1lsin winansys way
Juuadvayuduifodiduamndnieiua
grvhlvaundneuady 9 Sondedli
dieutuvesnudnnduanndneatia
WY naNRusiasuUENn (Pacific Alliance
vi3o PA) fiUszneufeandnieasgias
38 waslindln szatvayulbilaasule
Wduandnieiaogautiueu

TuruziAeaiu Salenagneneny
HanaulvianBnvesannesde (Eurasian
Economic Union %38 EAEU) 191574
Tuoweawuiy dmvendou Svasd
Haurdnondsululolua 7 Ussina uag
feddunauidduiuniniian o1a9e
soweliiuyy aul.an uazidleuin Whiw
Huandnielade Lileflazfnwiaunauas
Foswesondoulutoa saudieaaudu
ununansveseIdululassasanUneny
lugiinie

agelsfinnn nadnfuaundniiiu
v9910LUADANNAsUTEANSAINA1TYINU
vasawa lasdaguiailadiiiuaulag
Sandndunud (consensus) ety n13dl
dundnifisorarilimsdnaulasing q a9ty
liishsanenudadeluniswsaiwes WTO
Fronudunstuneudnvasanizveawn
Tunsiduunasusiniznisanudnlu 9
(incubator of ideas) Liloa¥1au1nsg U
senassmaiiuadothlugnisdudunis
Tunseunnnadu 1
ununvavlnusooaulnnvaouloiUA

Inefunilsluaunronivesein
A Inefodunasugiaruinnag
fnaufidrdy fe nisuanduliiie

n1sdndadtiniavisnisiesn (APEC
Secretariat) a4 AAlU$ 1ud) 2535 yonani
deadeilnedudinimeila nesisy
IANITUTEYUIFUUATIOLUAPIUANTITUAY
afait 1100 2546 iewdenseiiAwisiu
TsA SARS wazn33n@s APEC Life Science
Innovation Forum (LSIF) @s8adunalanils
Guammﬂmamﬁmﬂi’uﬁ il 2560 ne
AU THALIIEAUIUNENFUNITIANY
APEC Strategy for Green, Sustainable and
Innovative MSMEs lsilasunissusesiag
Sguumstawn

Tl 2565 ez dudnnmnisussa
ewadnasanids deandnthiiid 33
uade wazdiduaus daty oulAnves
Ao suamvesing melulaifddhemh
Tngazdeeduiunuimiluletauiniy
Tunnsgdu Liflvualusgdudmihiienla
Wiy Tngazdessuandstidendnuay
‘UizLﬁuﬁwﬁ@ﬁaamﬂé’aqﬁuqwﬁmam%ma
sreze1nazinuaeidesiuussify
Alnsndnaulunisidudinin ACMECS
Lare@ousie yonant Ineaviiunum
dfglunisnmvualideviadiatya
a1l 2563 lugiugaun@in SOM Steering
Group FaUsznauseluniATysialiinIw
wiweluowag eUszaunusenintengy
Fdvimioauazidmiinfionla Snis
sziiulontananasnideduidiain
TunsimuaUssiaudirguesealidu
Iluitamafeafuuazasviounausy ol
YBIUFAATIUALATYFNALAYINALOITY -
wUdAnlunInsI
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(UUSUNS=AUSKHOIUS:INA

¥IMS 9SSAUNTUN
o5UNNSUNISNUga

unun

J990uidn1snanod iy “randiasssu” (The Rule of Law) NU2E1IUIN
Tuus:inAlng AYluFudRAERSIa:S3ANEnS IEnauliAsuinasnanofiy
nanUuRsssudnDdouIfuovaundoouluvoglsiuns:nius:inAIRAN
nunUs:zinAlnetguziduauidnanUs:ssa 1a:10untviuds:iInAsounonu
91IBuU

unAWT FulAwengWANUINUIVOINANTASSS TULULOIVOUSMI
Us:inAa:nnrungs:nonds:INARGanIwNsadfnmane1gannigiuds:inA
la=nNNKUIENI8TUINTANUEUWUSAUDEIS la:nantnsssuibans:ainryodls
UnorununeinoundoinnaAw9InnaninsssunidndoUsinnogluds:inA
AvKanuRinIsigrantAsssuavnanonéoly il DVoduinmdn MUNNKUIY
S:ro1US:INATIWEISY (State) 118:09ANTSS:131IUS:INFA (International
Organization) Iﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁaﬂﬂu:lﬂuQnSdﬁné (Subject of International Law)
veuzAURIRNBU (Individual) TWIATANU=ANaN0 IsI0ULNSVENSIaWNANUS=UU
nnruteNeluds:INA

IUNAOUT=uIUaNUNSNAINSN:K h§oruNasUILBATAGN nanTRAsssY
TawsuundunnincuARGANUIAUTUNIS:HIUS:INARUSTISoKSaT oguls
HunNDwalBuuAURgoUnUIEAIUIN KanTAsssUDanUITUNNKUESHIW
Us=inANDwaynWwusy $nduldon unAowiSesnantnsssuluusuns=Aus:ni
UszinA ogulou9:10ugniSudulringaulasinunouduwuss:1ous:inA
Ia:nNHU1EsKINUsINAIRANUIAUASIWUIALTNENU=vounandfasssuna:
ans:zanAnyvavnansunanofuloniasolU
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IUOARM ADIUKUNE lA=KanNNIs
vounanumsssulus:Au
s:houUs:INA

Tuwansnsfnsisidfmaniuasy
Syenansvesing ladinaslveidndaainuy
vsoAtleuvee nanllfisssu (The Rule of
Law) BeiilnanvdnnguisnevesineUssime
Treudnsvannvans Tnedulngjinaenain
1ndnAn dnusveyn dnngvsnenyiuen
laq19zidu Aristotle, John Locke,
Montesquieu, A.V. Dicey, Friedrich August
Hayek tag Lon Fuller Tnafianszdnfgy
woflugUszanalédn vandfsssy naneds
ndnuvsanandusssuneldnguune vl
msnsile 9 Adnrdeudstundnifsssy
doulufinaldvadu

ails fdefiedanaianislddlung
A1YITINYAIETT “NANURSITN”
(The Rule of Law) d5Uuwuunisldvie
LANUMNEWANFANAINATI “Uanngviany”
(A Rule of Law) Bermdaianumaneiiies
nqinasivioseidouilddedulunaufua
flddmamneinufuunaalunsnases
WIOUANNITVDITLUUN NUBAIE

musgsssuyanediinun Ussmelve
lulpednisUygRtavandasssuliluy
Yg53suynuIneunseiain sy aiRidu
ﬂ%jflLLiﬂiu%ﬁﬁiimuﬁﬁyLLﬁ/ﬁﬂi’lstjmimﬁq]Jﬂ’ivLVlEJ
WA 2550 Inenandfavaniifisssuly 11me 3
153Aa09 “nsUfUAntvesigany
AL SRILAT A8 TI0IRN TN SEe TRy
wazuulosuvessgiouduluniundn
dfsssn” warluwing 78 (6) Uayains
NsALTuNSURIsTAUMLIUTEUIEAUNNT

USMITWNUAUIIAABY “Alluniglu
MU vaneAvii il
Aerfumsiiiunuresisaungmneiay
ATIVABUNITATINGMUNBYDITT ANTUATT
ogadudasuilelinmsuimssunisusufu
Wulumumanifisssu”
Tusgsssuunatulagiu (w.e. 2560)
LausinguandisssueyluunUyyi
1IR3 253A@09 TiAvualin1URUR
mihfvesfsant AueisuLeT Ma 09Ans-
fasy wazwionuvesdgresl juAnd
Iidulumusgsssuyyngvuisuay
wandAsssn ievUstlovdaiusiuves
USEINATIAUAYAUNIANVBIUTL Y1 TY
Tnesau el ndnnsddyrieunuaes
wdndfsssu lddnndudenainimues
yana Anududaszuesanidunainis
nsldgrunaveadmiinisy wau duld
Usngunsnegluundyaifsig q ves
55350y lnolanizegneds luvain 3
TheFesdviuasiainmussusurilng
917 ngusneoydekiinadeundsluni
fdulny (ex post facto Law) fifaanvie
Tuaglupforgyrdesddanslunisdedan
pg1919us551 (Right to Fair Trial)
dmsunanilfsssuluseiusening
Uszine Jaguuenadelaindundnaina
fifinnseeniunarldiuograunsvane
TusgAvUsEMALADIAN1TTENINUTENA
TunsuseguseninaUsewmeladnisnaiis
wandfsssulunatglonia 819 munguns
anuszv1v1f (Charter of the United
Nations) avintulud) a.a. 1945 iflermun
NANNITALII8aBUAtUNITATUII YD
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anUssrdlianansaussyinguszasAndn
3 ¢y Useneushe (1) duiinmuazanusiuas
s¥1in9UsEmne (International Peace and
Security) (2) @8uywevu (Human Rights)
wag (3) MU (development) NYUNT
anuszrRiunUeyganieiu 111 115
wirlifiusingdin vandfsssy Tudile
P9I URINAY WAlueISUUNTDINg RS
A9 Ing uveImnaniasssulaenanifg
mmmq'wmmaqmﬁ@é]’jﬂawﬂizmﬁma
Usenavied “avdszenmiasdadadeuls
MelAnTEUILNSYASTIUMALIATTNALENSE]
$4 9 ﬁﬁmmu’%é@ﬁyﬁLLaxﬁmmmﬂgwma
serielsene” laedliinguszasdlunisla
198 NEURTS donARBINUNANRATITU UL
NOVUNYTENINUTENA

uenang Tudyarainaineie
dvduywery A 1948 (1948 Universal
Declaration on Human Rights) Fauszne
lngadiyyanlsey v nandnaaniinsssy
Tngsyydeiduieulvddglunisduases

a a 1

Avduyweruin “.. ENSuyLeTUILAY
#unisundedlaevdndfsssy” lunisd
wdnfdfsssuisdodundnusefudiafy
lunsAuAsesdvEvetyAnaINglie1u1aTT

nanifsssulainiswauiAnImen
Juegaunnlusnudnsuyvesy lngludm
woilve Huusivsznalvelatnsusosufaan
anainceAnsuyweyy nandifsssuludiu
ARy rtestuavBLyeruAliTUN sty R
aglusgssuyyvangaty sudwtutaiu
siluFesAnsvemaiios ansmeniailes
andnnedeny @vEn1aAsTEINY wazdns
MeTanssaddlunssrzvesmansIase
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e Tueinsal Wudn vandfsssud
auduTusesadsslaldfunwiAnidy
YIIs5IY WU AvSuazuting avisnenisdies
Andniaasugha ma9 Sntandnifsssu
ﬁﬁmmmiﬁhjwq@ﬁqﬁuﬁ F91ananilaan
nandasssulumeszuinausemalasunis
gousuLarauIuLUsEA I NNa18L T
drunilsesmdndfsssuvesingluud
Tugaamas 20 U duusd a.A. 2000
Wuduun wdndfsssulasunisnaiialu
UTUNTLAUTENINUIENADEIIULNIAANE
11 United Nations Millennium Declaration
Waluvhdeingroduinin anusuas
La¥N13aA8195 (Peace, Security and
Disarmament) &4na128andninsssy
TuvTunmsszwinsUssmalugiugidu
Aanisaneluvessgan¥nanysev1vd
Tun1sUfuRnuAfinIneIveAIaeAss Ty
¥n19UTEINA (International Court of
Justice) %39 1C) M13UJURR1UNgUnNS
avszrnend TuFesiindednsuyuevy
Uszdsulne warsssuniuia (Human rights,
Democracy and Good Governance) N15¢
au%’uﬁw%uuwwuuazLa%'mw%uﬁyugm
squvieanalunnsamLn (Right to Develop-
ment)
afle Wislidladsan ndanuszrning
UsznAdn ddeunneigegnsuinainnigly
Uszind Lies91ndeauszninalszine
AnnnTTniveussanizesulnedid
FugNguAY warn1510gUaI09ANIT
seuInsUseinalaegdanindsludosAns

7
AUl UTIS man1Tnilanyasivilou
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98NN (normative) Falailig1una
UATalR (legislative) wanm19a1NN1TURYEH
npmnewdielinielulssna Snviliifiosdng
ivihfiiimnans wavuiemagfssan
szninelsema uanldlaierunasatuea
melulszmaiiesanduegfurmiubugey
voasgiduddy uonanil Taelunsuszau
senIelsemallnsaunvateUseine
NMNTFUUNMNETIEINVANY Wagdlnude
Tussuunisunasesiiunnd1afunaenay
7735 Juduangusznsdrdndayvinli
gomndagitutisuvewmanidnsssuluuiun
neszrinaUszinalilaauisdogiu uen
ausaviteaiusiuniuvenanidnsssy
Tudnuwuznig 9

pg19lsAA wilagdsliauisauaram
Yoyfluiosddonuvesndnifsssule
11e Kofi Annan afALav15n15a@nyszs1vIA
THnene1uUseaIawas33uI9NToULLIAR
LazeidUsEnaufidfyvendndfsssu
(concept and common language) 13lu
578971389 “The Rule of Law and
Transnational Justice in Conflict and
Post-conflict Societies” @lfiauasie
AmNURIAUTLAIL AU sEARLle
U a.a. 2004 laguulAnuazeiAlsznay
YouantAsIsuUITNOUME

« YARANNAU d@01UU KareIAnIIY
TN LLAZIeNTY mmf?ﬁgl,aﬁéfaq
LmSWﬂgwmaﬁmuLﬁ'm%m (all persons,
institutions and entities, public and
private, including the state itself, are
accountable to laws, which for their

part must be)

« Fosuszmeldidunisily (oublicly
promulgated)

. ssldvsAulaglauaiy (equally
enforced)

cfINIITUIAnduUlaYDaTY
(independently adjudicated)

cFOIADAAADITULUULNULAY
UIATTIUANTUUBYIUTENINIUTEINA
(consistent with international human
rights norms and standards)

- wonand sxdesdinmsnislunns
UTeAunann1su0Indnilfsssuaiy taun

- anudugiunaganveng iy
(supremacy of law)

« ANUENBNIAMINNYYLNEY (equality
before the law)

- Anudrdnsengvuny (account-
ability to the law)

- anudusssulunisusuldngumune
(fairess in the application of the law)

« NIWUMENEIUND (separation of
powers)

« mssidunulunszurunsdndula
(participation in decision-making)

canusdueulunisldnguune
(legal certainty)

. mandnidssnsliasfidanusin
9la (avoidance of arbitrariness)

. NITUIUNTHAENgManeilUsdla
(procedural and legal transparency)

srearudraduiudugaBuiiugn
ddrdalun1siauisazadienudle
WAeafunannisuaresAausznauves
vaniAsssy etean lunsussyn World
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Summit Outcome Tud a.A. 2005
U533 9 Iaiuiesiuanuiiuues
w@nsnsandsyrvnfneanusnduly
sgfuainaiazdesdnionarufjuiniu
wdndfsssy esziuneludssinanay
seRusENInaUTEme wazbudumiuiioz
UFTRnunginasissrisssmauuiugu
VRMANTIRSITURALN MUY TENINUSEINA
Fadudaduddglunissrsednududinim
wazar1usIufeseninedy uenaind
UTIAUTEINARIG 9 Seaduayunanssy
wazlATINITAN 9 VIANUTZUIIALUAT
Tanutewaemainnisifiowesuninisly
naniAsssuuNUssmaAguBnandssvvia
T8 Aa. 2012 anUszanendldidiud
ANUERURIanIRsTsuluTEAUTERING
Usemasnads Ingusinglu “Declaration
of the High-level Meeting of the General
Assembly on the Rule of Law at the
National and International Level” §s5usas
TnouRaduyrandszyivif detudl 24
ngAINIBY WA, 2012 duduninudila
Saufuluaud fyremdndfsssuia
RoduRn1nuarauiuassEnineUsEme
anSuyvevy wazniswaun Jaduy
ALY TEAIARAENANNITVRINY UNS
anusznnd nandfisssuazassusuldiu
nnfgodrainieuiu saustauduldsy
DIANITTENINUITLNA MADATUANUTZ VIR
WAZMUIBITUVBIENUTZY1V R
zifiuladn anussvrndlanmun
nannIshazLuIAnveInandAssIulad
n1sldegnaunsvany wazdiieatvany
TAutiewdeussnussmaaundnuiiali
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fIn1sufufeuvandfisssulaegned
UszdnSam wasiosn winfiaaufnanii
Tunskimandfsssusslusesunelulssme
wazszuineUseing nazddudrigluns
Warnussineldogediy

wonand wWieuit 25 Ausnou e,
2015 UsenAaunTnandse1anftasuien
(adopt) \uunen1sHauIE198sEY
(Sustainable Development Goals — SDG)
laedinguszasddAgudn 3 Usenis
naMAe N1SYIRAINEINAL Sh¥lan way
nsadralidnnudadsiafy Tnadadi
agliussaualnlanielu a.a. 2030 wWhnune
danam lifeaduddiniadiasdosiuiiung
Wiy wanndeldidendesldnaenyy
NAFIAY AaRIUUSEIIU ANLTUAITAREY
wall luguimiadesfunandisssy
azusngegluttmuned 16 Faduis
MINVNELaYANNERTTTH Inevaniifiossy
szduadosiofivislunisiasuadeniy
gRsITY FURNIN wazn1TaIUIINVDY
AAdIAL

YONINNANTURATIIUILANS LB
wnsnanelumiaseninaUsema 9570
83FMIsTIUssmand ufindanain
winilfsssudusngeglunsriunguuseme
seiugiianedu o Snde 1wy anamelsy
(European Union) %38 EU lnanandfsssu
foduandnvesussamusenaanndn EU
FedrudulszmanfiafounioTmusssy
Tunsunasesidnielenigsssuyaidu
nuseasgalunsUnAsessEIne wonanil
wdninsssudsdotiudovlutedunou
(precondition) fiauiissla 1 azanunsadidiu



au1@n EU 16 azuiiuladn Ussimneeandn EU
wanareldlinisiarsnuazufuRnim
nandasssuluszaunglulszinangig
et (national level) ousslawives
AUTIF EU (EU citizens) auinli@niunIn
09 EU il “womituiiuiuaanm eusiung
LazAINEATITULAEUIIAIINNIULAY
fuszaninefu” wazwifimdnifossuay
Jeruldlulszimaaudn EU wana1siu
LW'ﬁ'}gé’Taﬁuaﬁmwuﬂgmm;lsuauwiaz
Uszina ag1915Af nslianagfsssuuis
annnglsy (Court of Justice of the
European Union) wazraavnsuywevuelsy
(European Court of Human Rights) Fadu
aqﬁﬂisﬁmﬂmmgwma anluesinsiiney
FIUAIAULAZATIVADUNITITEI1UI9VD Y
SgeuBnlndulumundndfisssy
dmuasinsseniasenelugiinig
Uszimalneddiusanlunisieds Wy
9@y (ASEAN) Aiivdnifsssuusing.u
flugrufuudnisnesaduiu Taendnnis
sananalasuniseeusuludfuyingunmw
(Bangkok Declaration) dlol ae. 1967
Tudnwarveisnsfiavuanomduinmuay
desamlugiiniae@enzTusanidedld
waznann1IRInaalasTuNIsERNS UGS
JaqUu deiusingeglueifuaunves
nnUnsendou (ASEAN Charter) Bsnanaéna
4 “nsPatulundnnisurisdszuaulng
NANUATITN WAZFITUIAUIA NTLANTNLAY
ﬁmmaaﬁw%uw%mmLagmw%juﬁugm”
UaNNeIINNYUNTONTEULAD BT
ganandfandnifsssuluufuyrondeu
TeansNYweYY (ASEAN Human Rights

Declaration) ukufindifealunisnons
Uszwauniaidiosuazaiiudunseideu
(ASEAN Political-Security Community
Blueprint) naanaulun1sUssyusguuns
DUFHUMUNY YUY (ASEAN Law Ministers
Meeting) 8nee

J9na1ladn nandmsssulausing
agluniesgninalseimaniuiuduuadl
nUAsEnUsE1vf waglasuniseausy
unsvanefundnannailtluszduszning
Usene SIUT90IAN138NINUTEWA faenIu
paAnslusEAuinIAm1e 9 Wy avnmglsy
IRERRGE
nandnsssuluusSunvounnrhung
sthouUs:inA

nguaneszninssemadungune
Aldvaduluanuduiudseninegg uay
senI93gRU0ANIIIE NI TEIMNAT
an1uziugmssd@nsaunguuieszning
Usend (Subject of International Law)
uaglneiidianseninsUszimaUsznausg
$yiflenuviniioudu msdngransuas
nstaduldngunestuegfuarmBusen
vossgiuddny asgniusslasguilsisoile
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Books

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. “The Rule of Law”. First published Wednesday June 22, 2016

Articles

Crawford, James. “International Law and the Rule of Law”. [2003] AdelLawRw 2; (2003) 24 (1) Adelaide Law Review 3.

Fitschen, Thomas. “Inventing the Rule of Law for the United Nations”. Max Planck
Yearbook of United Nations Law. Vol. 12. (2008). pp. 347 - 380.

Other Materials

ASEAN Charter

Statute of International Court of Justice

Treaty of European Union

Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

UNGA Resolution, 2005 World Summit Outcome, A/RES/60/1, 24 October 2005
UNGA Resolution, Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly
on the Rule of Law at the National and International Level, A/RES/67/1,

30 November 2012

UNGA Resolution, United Nations Millennium Declaration, A/55/L.2, 8 September

2000

UNGA Resolution, Universal Declaration on Human Rights, 207 A (Ill), 10 December 1948
UNSC Resolution, The Rule of Law and Transnational Justice in Conflict and Post-

conflict Societies, S/2004/616, 23 August 2004
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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The future of diplomacy is assured as long as humanity ex-
ists...Undoubtedly it will be practised differently...
In such situation, diplomats cannot take their position
and role for granted. They have to justify their continuing

existence...
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Newly-Recruited Diplomats on

254

the Future Direction of Thal Diplomacy

inthe 21 Century

Dear fellow junior diplomats,
trust that this letter finds you
I mutually excited about our on-
the-job training in the different
Departments and eager for the final
integration into the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. As the next generation of young
diplomats, we are primed to inject vitality
into the Saranrom bloodline and ready to
explore the new frontiers of diplomacy.

Supachai Teeramungcalanon*
Department of East Asian Affairs

Standing at the forefront of Thailand and
the world, we cannot lose bearings of
where we are headed, not just as
individuals, but collectively as a Ministry
and a nation. And if “success is where
preparation and opportunity meet”, our
conquest in the next decade will rest on
our readiness to promptly learn from each
other and embrace opportunities and

“dnnsyausnidil 2560
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challenges alike. Thus, | dare not preach,
but humbly wish to take advantage of my
current training at the Office of Policy and
Planning to shed light on the future
direction of Thai diplomacy in the 21°
century.

The world today is more inter-
connected and intertwined than ever be-
fore, moving with “Tesla” speed that is
fueled by globalisation and technological
advancement seeking to induce new
change - changes with multifarious
implications. The meteoric rise of China,
the emergence of India, and the significant
economic and political achievements of
ASEAN have signaled the dawn of
the Asian century and ushered in the
multi-polar world. These geo-political and
geo-economic shifts coupled with
the global spread of nationalistic sentiment,
and the concept of Free and Open
Indo-Pacific are just some of the telltale
signs that a seismic shift in the global
order since the post-Cold War era has
already begun to take shape. With Asia
on the rise, it is timely that Thailand
undertakes various reforms to cultivate
new impetus for growth. The time has
come for Thailand to build on its strength
and reap the full benefits from its richness
in bio-diversity, strategic geographical
location, diverse production base, and
strong economic fundamentals.

While Thailand in the past has fared
well in the eyes of the international
community and is heralded for its astute
diplomacy in its response to external
threats, it may yet be too early for Thailand
to rest on its laurels. Instead, we must
increase our focus as a new world order

gradually unfolds and brace ourselves
for the imminent changes. Perceptive
understanding and close coordination
among all stakeholders both from within
and externally across all spectrums will be
the decisive factors in turning potential into
risk reduction and ultimately growth for our
nation.

Thus, the newly-minted foreign
policies must be executed appropriately
to keep Thailand in tune with an ever
changing world. To that end, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Thailand has launched a comprehensive
20-Year Foreign Affairs Master Plan
with strategic priorities in Security,
Sustainability, Standard, Status and
Synergy (hence abbreviated as “5S”),
comprising of clear issue-based goals and
devoted strategies to implement alongside
the Regional Strategy, which targets
bilateral partnerships in an area-based
context. Both will be enforced to
complement the country’s first ever long
term development plan, coined The
20-Year National Strategy (2017-2036) to
navigate Thailand through the complexities
of the next two decades and propel the
country forward on its path to becoming a
highly developed nation.

Security

For the most part, Thai diplomacy
in the past few centuries was pre-
dominantly centered on upholding
national sovereignty. Yet, the 21* century
has brought with it profound demographic
changes and the advent of non-traditional
threats such as transnational crimes,
terrorism, epidemics and disasters. Hence
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the need for the strategic priority in the first
“S”, which aims to ensure comprehensive
security, with human security at heart, and
equip Thailand with the right tools to
address all forms of challenges. This
involves carrying forward Thailand’s
balanced strategic engagement, one that
warrants Thailand’s relationship and
cooperation with both the rising and
the remaining major powers are based on
mutual respect and mutual interests.
Granted balanced relations with key
countries is our long-standing diplomatic
achievement, which earned the country’s
independence in the past, however this
will not suffice for a Middle Power such as
Thailand.

In the 21°" century, regional
diplomacy remains quintessential in
the country’s diplomatic toolbox to keep
Thailand safe and secure. As a co-founder
of ASEAN, Thailand will seek to build on
the success of ASEAN unity, and
enhance ASEAN solidarity and centrality
in the evolving regional order to bring
ASEAN Community Vision 2025 to
realization.

Sustainability

For so long, Thailand has relied
on industrialisation and urbanisation to
stimulate its economy, but all at the cost
of environment degradation and
the depletion of national resources.
In addition, a shortage of labor and an
ageing society have undermined
Thailand’s competitiveness.

As the world welcomes the 4"
Industrial Revolution, relying solely on
the nation’s natural endowment and innate
characteristics will not provide an escape
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from the middle-income trap, rather
innovation-based development is our
safest bet towards a developed country.
As such, the Thai government has
kick-started the “Thailand 4.0” policy to
upgrade the country’s factors of production
through science, technology and innovation,
and fortify the country’s competitive
advantages in different cluster industries.

The solution lies in “Sustainability” -
MFA’s second strategic priority to boost
Thailand’s competitive edge in a sustained
manner for the Thai people and
the planet. The twin goal is to become
a key regional hub for trade and service,
and connectivity as well as to strive for
sustainable development for the nation
and the region at large.

Thailand’s natural gravitation
towards constructive dialogue and
cooperation have led to a series of
regional economic fora initiated by
Thailand. Not only will economic
integration be strengthened in the region,
but the 20-Year Plan seeks to reinforce
Thailand’s role as an international partner
for sustainable development. Reinforcing
Thailand’s commitment to universal
partnership for development is the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP),
which was conceived by the late
King Bhumibol Adulyadej. As a proven
homegrown development, SEP has been
applied in numerous developing countries
across the world as a pathway towards
achieving the SDGs, particularly in food
and water security. Our chairmanships of
ACMECS, ASEAN and APEC will be
aiming towards the greater goals of
the region with green growth and shared
prosperity at heart.



Standard

Recognizing the mounting complexity
of global issues, and the heightened role
of global governance, it is imperative to
uphold international norms. Hence,
ensuring the accordance of Thailand’s
varied facets of development with the
international norms has been inscribed in
MFA’s third strategic priority - “Standard”.

Effective implementation of
international obligations is fundamental
to sustainable development. Thailand will
step-up its endeavors to ensure
the protection of human rights, and
eradication of human trafficking and
forced labour in supply chains. Meanwhile,
compliance to industrial standards and
regulations will boost our competitiveness
and form the basis for good business.

At the same time, Thailand will
maintain active and constructive engage-
ment in global norm-setting undertakings
in those areas in which we have best
practises. We are not afraid to champion
what is best for humanity. Our relentless
multilateral efforts to include Universal
Health Coverage as a target in the SDG 3
on healthy lives and our bold position to
include SDG 16 on rule of law in the set
of SDGs have won accolades from
the international community. We are
committed to impart a valuable lesson
that peace and security, respect for basic
human rights, and development are indeed
inter-dependent.

We must not shy away from our
defects, but maintain an outward-looking
approach to resolving them. In this
regards, Thailand has close collaboration
with the United States and the EU to
tackle issues such as human trafficking and

IUU (lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing) and will continue to boost
closer partnership with the UN and
international organisations. As
the “Geneva of Asia”, we are a proud host
of various UN agencies, and other
inter-governmental and non-governmental
organizations, as norms and best
practices are incubated and exchanged in
our country.

Status

The new century of change
demands a stronger brand of Thailand that
is both consistent and comprehensive,
which brings us to MFA'’s fourth strategic
priority - “Status”.

Thailand is known for the most part
as an international tourist destination,
synonymous with titles such as the “Land
of Smiles”, “Kitchen of the World”, meanwhile
our capital city, Bangkok, a.k.a. the
“City of Angels” remains the most visited
destination in Asia Pacific, according to the
Mastercard Asia Pacific Destinations Index
2017. Every year, we open our doors to
millions of foreigners, letting them get
a glimpse of not just the Thai hospitality,
but our way of life. It is here where our
soft power lies, in every spoonful of Tom
Yum Kung, in every fist of Muay Thai, in
every “wai” of the people that invariably
leaves our heart print and in doing so,
creates impacts on every level. The Thai
Embassies in every region across the
world have enjoyed significant success in
organizing Thailand Festivals and numerous
other events that showcase the best of Thai
culture and broadcast our identity to
the world.
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Nevertheless, Thailand can no
longer get by with just being recognized
as a tropical getaway; rather, our foreign
policy in the next decade will require an
elevation of our country’s prominence in
the international community. Thailand is
well-positioned to serve as a consensus-
builder and a bridge for partnership on
global issues of common concern between
developed and developing countries, as
well as between Asia and the rest of
the world. As such, we will accentuate
our active role in development and
humanitarian diplomacy because actions
speak louder than words, and the most
impactful ones are those devoted towards
a greater cause.

Synergy

In order to create a win-win
scenario and secure the full benefits for
our country, “Synergy” or MFA’s last
installment of its 5S strategic priority is
indispensible to create cohesion and unity
within Thailand that will make possible
the dynamism to induce progress.

From within, it all comes down to
breaking the silos and encouraging both
intra and inter-Ministry as well as public
and private sectors coordination based on
inclusive diplomacy. Thai diplomacy under
the “5S” Model seeks to prompt change
from the bottom up, starting at the grass-
roots level. If inclusive diplomacy is the
engine, then digital diplomacy is perhaps
the fuel to augment efficiency and efficacy.
Concurrently, enhanced capacity building
and the competency of Thai personnel
must be progressed in unison to create
the foreign policy that can give our country
that much needed push.
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From the outside, we must simulta-
neously create the same drive. Our
Embassies and Consulates will need to
collaborate with our “Friends of Thailand”
networks, while at the same time join
hands to service and uplift the Thai people
dispersed throughout the world, who are
in every way as much representatives of
our country as any diplomat. After all,
foreign affairs is a team effort, and every-
one can have a constructive role to play.

Today Thailand stands at
a crossroads surveying a new era. The “568”
20-Year Foreign Affairs Master Plan will
bring the implementation of the 20-Year
National Strategy on global issues to
fruition and steer the country towards
a bright new future. As new recruits, fresh
on board, traversing through a new age of
subtleties and intricacies, we have our
work cut out to realize a world of peace,
progress and prosperity that Thailand so
encapsulates. Staying motivated and
focused will be vital, as is the confidence
to reach for that light at the end of
the tunnel. For the sun never sets at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, our work is
a race against the clock and our pursuit
for the global change will continue so long
as the last ray of sunlight still remains.
At the very least, we could say that we
strove hard to make this world a better
place to live in for us and the generations
to come. After all, the legacy of Thai
diplomacy lies not in our ultimate
accomplishments, but rather in our
intentions and what we set out to achieve
for the benefits of our country and
the world.

Sincerely yours,
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MS.0SUU FUdoSStU UNNISNAMBEIUNEYNIS

(AUSNW) AuginAlulagansauinAia:n1sdoans

he Federal Republic of

Germany is home to the

second-largest Thai population
outside Thailand after the United States
of America’. Thais started to migrate to
Germany in the early 1960s, and by 1975
there were approximately 2,000 Thais
living in Germany, with a nearly equal
distribution of men and women: 1,004 men
and 988 women (Ruenkaew P ., 2009,
p. 60). In fact, statistics show that the Thai
population in Germany has steadily
increased from only 915 persons in 1965
to 58,784 persons in 2015 (Federal
Statistics Office of Germany, 2016).
Married women account for the largest
share of the total Thai population in
Germany followed by single women,
divorced women and single men. In 2015,
there were 51,211 Thai women, 67.2 percent
of whom were married, 13.1 percent were
single, 12.3 percent were divorced and 3.7
percent were widowed. It is important to

note that the share of divorced women has
grown steadily from only 5.5 percent of
the total female population in 1998 to
12.3 percent in 2015. Single men account
for the largest share of the Thai male
population in Germany. The number of
married men has remained comparatively
stable over time. Although same-sex
marriage was not legal in Germany until
2017, registered partnerships for same-sex
couples have been legal since 2001, as
reflected in the statistics of both genders
starting in 2011. The registration of
same-sex partnerships between Thai
males has become evidently high and has
steadily increased since then.

Earlier researches on Thai migrants
in Germany did not place much emphasis
on roles of technologies in migration and
migrants’ everyday lives, because informa-
tion and communication technologies were
not widely available to Thai migrants until
late the 2000s, when smartphones

'This paper is based on the author’s doctoral thesis entitied ‘Thai Marriage Migration in Germany and Their Employment
Dilemma after the Residence Act of 2005” submitted to the Doctoral Committee Board of Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin in
January 2018. The online publication can be found at https://edoc.hu-berlin.de/handle/18452/19485.

*Statistics from the website of Consular Affairs Department of Thailand, 2012
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become accessible at affordable prices in
the global market. Linkages between
migrants and their country of origin were
examined mainly on the basis of migration
processes and remittances that migrants
sent home. Other key aspects of transnational
migration, such as diaspora, religion,
homeland politics, have not been analysed
in depth. In the age of globalisation, where
the Internet, smart phones and free chat
applications are available at low cost, Thai
marriage migration and migrants’ everyday
lives have changed considerably. Inevitably,
information and communication technologies
have become part of everyone’s daily
lives, providing accessibilities to
information and connecting them to
anyone in the world.

This paper explores the present-day
transnationalism of Thai migrants in
Germany after the enforcement of
the Residence Act of 2005°. The 2005
Residence Act and long-standing
integration policies have fostered
the emergence of what | refer to as a
‘new-generation’ of Thai migrants in
Germany. Compared to Thai female
migrants described by scholars such as
Ruenkaew (Ruenkaew P. , 2009),
Chantavanich (Chantavanich, et al., 2001)
and Mix & Piper (Mix & Piper, 2003), this
research, which focuses on marriage
migrants after the Residence Act of 2005
finds an increasing number of so-called
‘new-generation’ persons, who are
characterised as more educated, more
financially independent and better
integrated into German society. How do

‘New-generation’ marriage migrants interact
with the Thai diaspora in Germany, and
what are their everyday transnational
lives? How do advanced technologies play
a role in modern-day migrants? How do
homeland politics and Buddhism have
an impact on ‘New-generation’ Thai
migrants?

According to the Federal Statistical
Office of Germany (2017), there are
approximately 7,600 Thai marriage
migrants who have resided in Germany
since 2005. Qualitative interviews with 38
informants and a quantitative questionnaire
filled out by 125 additional respondents
were conducted between 2016 and 2017,
providing one of the most comprehensive
researches on Thai marriage migrants in
Germany to date.

Diaspora

The Thai diaspora differs from other
ethnic diaspora in Germany in many ways.
Most migrants migrated individually.
Almost 99 percent of Thai migrants in
Germany are first-generation migrants,
who were born outside Germany. In
Germany, Thai migrants either have no
relatives or only a short link of kinship, for
instance, mother and daughter, or sister
and sister. Thus, most of them do not have
strong familial bonds. Unlike Turkish
migrants, who are most likely to marry
among themselves, Thai migrants are
married to ‘others’, who do not share their
language, religion and culture. Their
locations are dispersed throughout
Germany, depending on work places or
households of their husbands. Moreover,

*Germany’s new Immigration Act entered into force on 1 January 2005 and contains provisions for the entry of foreigners

into Germany, their residence in the country, various residence purposes, termination of residence and asylum procedures.
It is hereinafter referred to as the Residence Act (Aufenthaltsgesetz).
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Thai migrants also do not share life-
threatening feelings experienced similar
to those of refugees, asylum seekers or
displaced persons, who are forced to leave
their countries of origin due to war,
persecution or natural disaster. Thus, the
feeling of ‘togetherness’ in the diaspora
cannot be manifested in this regard.
Most persons in the diaspora are in
subordinate positions. At home, they are
subordinate to and dependent on their
husbands, who provide subsistence and
control over their residency. Almost all
German husbands earn higher incomes
and are responsible for all household
expenses and childcare, while incomes
earned by Thai wives are solely for their
own personal use and remittances.
Outside home, they are migrants, living in
an alienated and highly-regulated social
structure. Their incapability to communicate
and commute freely generate, more or
less, their inferiority complex. Most women,
regardless of their educational level, have
difficulties entering the high-wage labour
market in Germany. Those with jobs are
subject to Class V taxation, discouraging
them from working full-time. Sizable
numbers of women are breadwinners, who
support their parents and children left
behind; thus a large part of their income
is spent on remittances. At present, the
Thai massage and spa business is the
only entrepreneurship feasible for them,
due to lower investment costs and fewer
legal restrictions, compared to opening a
restaurant. Given financial constraints and
lack of knowledge about doing business
in a foreign land, the chances that Thai
wives will become large investors or en-
trepreneurs on their own without support
from their spouses are limited. Obviously,
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most of them are not capable of financially
assisting other migrants in the diaspora,
and most of their financial decisions are
subject to their husbands’ approval.

The feminisation of migration has
led to nearly a one-sex population, with an
increasing number of homosexual men.
Naturally, jealousy and competition among
the same sex population are more severe
than among those of diverse groups.
Economically, there are many forms of
symbolic success, ranging from the wealth
of husbands to brand-name handbags,
remittances, houses and properties in
Thailand; and the list goes on. Political
influence is provided by leadership in
non-profit associations. Nonetheless, all
association leaders, sooner or later, would
be challenged by other members, leading
to a split and founding of new associations,
most of which become financial competitors
for limited funding.

Competition within the diaspora has
become fiercer with the mushrooming of
Thai massage and spa businesses. Thai
women are competing against each other,
not only in business, but also in snatching
masseuse. On the positive side, the high
demand for masseuse has granted Thai
women greater negotiating power in terms
of employment contracts, hourly wages,
holidays, etc. On the negative side, Thai
masseuses can easily ‘hop around’,
quitting the old and applying for the new.
Finding and replacing masseuses has
always been the largest problem for all
owners. Masseuse staffers, after being
trained, often quit to start their own
businesses and become competitors.
Often, they not only bring their co-workers
along by offering better wages or employment
contracts, but also ‘steal’ customers from



their previous employers. Clients can
easily follow a masseuse, because they
like her skill and personality. Consequently,
owners are left with few options to keep
their businesses running: train non-Thais,
or import Thais from elsewhere, be they
from Thailand or other neighbouring
countries. Many women find self-employment
to be the best option for their business,
because they do not have to deal with
staff problems, and the success of their
businesses is solely based on their skills.
Overall, competition within the diaspora
has been a reason contributing to
the weakness in solidarity of the Thai
community, as compared to many other
ethnic minorities in Germany.

Transnationalism

The majority of the Thai population
in present-day Germany is transmigrant.
They maintain close links with families
and friends in Thailand and actively
use technologies for connection and
communication. Cheap Internet service
and chat applications on mobile phones
have replaced cheap international
telephone calls. For a majority of
informants in this research, Line has
become the integral part of their
transnational lives. They are actively using
Line daily in connecting themselves, both
with families and friends in Thailand, but
also with their peer migrants in Germany.
The use of Facebook, on the other hand,
serves three main purposes: (1) personal
use and networking; (2) cheapest business
adverts; and (3) group discussions of
shared interests. For instance, a Facebook
page named ‘Sa-pai, German’ (translated
to ‘German daughters-in-law’), uses the
diasporic identity to attract almost 6,000
members. Technology, while connecting

Thais across borders, plays a contrasting
role in pulling Thais in the diaspora further
apart. Messaging applications and social
media have become the ‘alternative
meeting point’ where no one actually is
present. Facebook groups, for instance,
allow strangers and non-friends to
exchange views on posted topics. One can
carelessly or inconsiderately express a
hurtful opinion and get into an embarrassing
argument in front of thousands of witnessing
readers, without any fear, because
their identities and real selves are not
exposed. One finds these channels of
communication as ways for revenge, to
slander or to embarrass others in public,
particularly in the diaspora, as words are
in the Thai language. Some gain popularity
and leadership by becoming Facebook
group administrators with several
thousand followers.
Buddhism
Most Thai
Buddhists in Germany. Currently, there are
28 Thai temples, monasteries and
Dhamma studies/practice centres listed on

migrants remain

the Thai Embassy’s website (Royal Thai
Embassy in Berlin, 2017). Earlier research
on Thai migrants and their participation
in Buddhist temples in Germany states
that:

Thai women imported parts of
Thai society into Germany, creating
opportunities to visit Thai temples in
Germany, read Thai publications and
watch videos showing Buddhist religious
practices for the temple and home. In
addition, some Thai women measured
their success in Germany based on the
accumulation of wealth and material
possessions. Success depended on how
much money they saved, how much
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money they sent to Thailand and how
much jewelry and other accessories they
acquired (especially gold necklaces). They
did not view success in terms of how well
they fitted into German society, their
acculturation to German cuisine, the
quality of their living arrangements, or
the extent to which Germans accepted
them socially (Chantavanich, et al., 2001,
p. 30).

However, the interviews with 38
migrants in this research indicate that
many new-generation Thai migrants do not
pay attention to religious gatherings in
Germany. Their main reasons are (1) long
distances between home and temples, (2)
time is better invested in work and family
affairs, (3) being sceptical of the commercial
aspects of temples and wrong-doing of
monks, (4) unwillingness to associate with
Thai people, and (5) Buddhism can be
practiced at home. Many informants say
Thais gather at temples for free Thai food
and small talk. They do not really pay
much attention to Dhamma practice.
Likewise, the representative and
co-founder of Wat Dhammaniwasa
Buddhistische Gemeinschaft Stadteregion
Aachen e.V., sheds similar light on
the negative role of new-generation Thai
migrants towards the sustainability of
Buddhism in Germany:

The new-generation neither has a
voluntary spirit nor willingness to work for
personal sacrifices. They avoid association
with older generation Thais, because they
have negative opinions about them. They
only go to temples for personal purposes,
such as birthdays and merit-making.

In light of this negative propensity of
local communities in supporting religious
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activities and representation, homeland
religious associations are expected to play
more active roles in maintaining Buddhism
in Germany in the years to come.
Homeland Politics

The Thai Government has actively
strived to engage Thai migrants overseas
through its outreach policies and
Official
representations, i.e. Embassies and
Consulates, are tasked with ‘strong Thai
community’ schemes, with the aim of

unconventional schemes.

strengthening overseas communities to
become vital parts of Thailand’s economic
development and foreign affairs. Activities
vary, ranging from religious, cultural,
economic, political, to educational and
many more. In addition, the Ministry of
Social Development and Human Security
has launched a pilot project to financially
support Thai non-profit organisations and
informal associations in Germany, with the
aim of mobilising volunteers to assist
other Thais living in Germany (National
News Bureau of Thailand, 2017).

Similar to their lack of engagement
in religion, new-generation Thais also do
not participate in activities implemented by
Governmental representations, unless
they are deemed beneficial to them.
Activities such as mobile consular days or
massage training offered free of charge
are at the top of their interest. Most
interviewed migrants do not participate in
activities implemented by Governmental
representations, i.e. Thai Embassy in
Berlin and Thai Consulate-General in
Frankfurt. They do not follow Facebook
pages of the Embassy or the Consulate
on a regular basis. They do not participate
in the national day celebrations, when
most Thais gather to celebrate the birthday



of His Majesty the King, mainly because
it is difficult for them to commute to and
from outside the Berlin and Frankfurt
areas. A large number of them do not
closely follow politics and the economic
situation in Thailand. Most of them deny
being associated with or provide any
contribution to any political party in
Thailand. Again, the diaspora has been
gradually weakened due to the lack of
participation and interest of Thai migrants
in strengthening solidarity. The government
and its representations will have to find an
alternative way to engage these new-
generation Thais, who are more educated,
but are less interested in matters of
homeland politics and development.

Diasporic Associations

There is a recorded number of more
than 100 Thai non-profit organisations,
including religious associations, in
Germany, varying from cultural (traditional
music and instruments, dances, Thai
language for second-generation youth,
boxing and sports, arts), political
(anti-human trafficking), economic and
skill improvement (massage and
spa, professional interpreters). The
establishment of non-profit organisations
also empowers one to a leadership
position within the diaspora. As outlined
above, competition among agents in the
Thai diaspora is fierce. Disagreement
amongst members is common, which
results in divisions and formation of new
associations. For instance, the founder
of the Thai Culture and Art in Hagau
Bodensee (Thailandischer Kunst-und
Kulturverein, Hegau Bodensee e.V. in
German) mentions: “At the beginning,
there were roughly 200 members in this
association, but now there are less than

40-50 persons left”. Competition and
disagreement between and amongst
organisations can be intensified when
politics and financial support are factored
in. The Thai Government’s annual budget
under the ‘strong Thai community’ scheme
is rather limited, and equal funding to
satisfy all associations in Germany is
impossible.

Unlike the older types of diasporic
associations, new-generation Thai
migrants are using social media to form
their own online associations. Benefits of
online associations are (1) lower costs and
fewer legal restrictions; (2) ability to have
unlimited numbers of interested members;
(3) spontaneous interaction among
members 24/7; and (4) the personal lives
and privacy of administrators, as well as
members, are kept apart. At present, there
are five to six Facebook pages that have
more than one thousand followers. The
Facebook page called ‘Sharing the
Experience of Learning Berufsausbildung
in Deutschland’, for instance, has more
than 6,000 members. Members in this
page exchange their experiences of taking
Ausbildung and giving moral support and
advice to those with difficulties. Another
Facebook page called ‘Arbeitsplatz fir
Thai in Deutschland’ has more than 3,500
members, who share their experiences in
seeking employment in Germany. The
page also provides opportunities for
employers, mostly massage businesses, to
place job adverts for potential employees.
There is a sizable number of German-
language Facebook groups among Thai
migrants. To name a few, a page called
‘Keine Angst vor der Prifung A1-B2’ has
more than 2,000 members and ‘Wir Lernen
Jeden Tag ein Neues Deutsches Wort" has
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more than 5,000 members. Both pages
provide followers with language exam
samples and tips. Similar to its business
community, Facebook groups related to
massage and spas are mushrooming. One
Facebook page, which can be translated
to ‘New Lady Boss (Thai massage in
Germany and Europe) has become a
huge hit and has almost 3,800 members
today. Another similar page called
‘German Language for Therapists’ has
around 1,300 members. More importantly,
many new-generation Thais avoid
participating in traditional diasporic
associations, because Thai cultural values
of respecting the elderly can limit their
freedom of expression. A majority of Thai
migrants’ Facebook pages are closed-
group and are administered by ‘new-
generation’ Thai wives. The administrators
have absolute control over membership,
i.e. who should be accepted, rejected or
expelled. Some conduct surveys on their
members’ identities and interests.

In the wake of social media and
privacy consciousness, leaders of diasporic
associations, too, have difficulties attracting
the interest of Thai migrants and recruiting
new faces. Not only are the social media
easy and powerful tools for communication,
migrants are inclined to avoid bureaucracies
and work ethics of Thai associations. They
also place high importance on protecting
their own privacy and that of their families
in Germany.

Conclusion

The immigration and integration
policies imposed by the Residence Act of
2005, which are linked to the residence
permits, have forced new-generation Thai
migrants to learn the German language
before arriving in Germany and to pay
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more attention to German-language
training to secure their residence permits.
Most of them spend their first years
learning the German language to achieve
the minimum level of B1 proficiency
as soon as possible. Through the
transnationalism lens, the research finds
that a majority of new-generation Thai
marriage migrants is able to quickly
integrate into German society, due to their
improved language skills and supportive
husbands. Advanced technologies and
social media, such as Line and Facebook,
have played important roles in their
transnational lives. However, the more
they are easily integrated, the more likely
they will distance themselves from the Thai
diaspora. The diasporic association, for
instance, has transformed into Facebook
pages, where several thousands of
members are actively involved. Even
though almost all new-generation Thai
migrants keep their connections with
families and friends in Thailand, little
efforts have been made to support
the betterment of the Thai diaspora in
Germany and the development of their
homeland. The popularity of the Thai
massage and spa business has resulted
in great competition and conflicts in the
diaspora. The research findings, therefore,
lead to a prediction that new-generation
Thai migrants will continue to loosen ties
with their homeland, as they are quickly
and happily integrating into German
society.

To this end, | hope this thesis sheds
some light on modern-day Thai marriage
migration and Thai migrants in Germany.
| hope better understanding will lead to
better policies of both sending and receiv-
ing countries in empowering these men



and women to improve their well-being in  Germany is home to the second largest
Germany. | hope that data and analysis Thai migrant population. | believe that great
provided in this thesis will lay a solid foundation  attention needs to be paid to this population
for diasporic-based policies towards and specific, instead of generalised, policies
Thai migrants in each country. Today, should be formulated.
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