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(Unofficial Translation)
Remarks by His Excellency General Surayud Chulanont,
Prime Minister of Thailand,
at the gathering of local officials, religious and community leaders
of the five Southern Border Provinces,
Pattani, 2 November 2006

*khkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkikkikhhkikik

It is a good opportunity for me today to meet all of you here. It has
long been my intention that | should meet you all before we begin our
work on efforts to resolve conflict and violence in our country. | said
right on the day His Majesty the King granted a Royal Command
appointing me Prime Minister that there were two critical problems
facing our country. The first one is the division in political opinions
among our fellow countrymen, which, at a point in time, worsened to the
point that could touch off clashes in many parts of the country. This is an
Important issue that needs to be resolved and the wounds be healed
quickly so that peace and tranquility could return to our country as soon
as possible. On this matter, I think all our fellow countrymen have been
well aware of the nature of the problem. The many lessons learned
should suffice to compel us to reflect on how we can resolve this problem
and how we can make a better future for our country.

The second problem, which is equally important, is the situation in
the southern border provinces. | regard this problem as much an
Immediate priority as the first one. | mentioned briefly on that day that
the problem stemmed from a myriad of factors, yet a major cause of this
problem was injustice. Just before I arrived here, many families had
turned up to hand me documents pertaining to their complaints over
problems that had befallen their heads of families, fathers and
relatives. This is one of the problems we have to seriously look into.

My meeting with all of you today, I think, represents opportunity
for us all. This is the best opportunity for us to resolve this problem.
Over the past 4-5 years, there has never been a better opportunity. |
would like to say to you frankly that I have a strong resolve and
confidence that, with cooperation from all of you, we would be able to
resolve this problem. Surely, it will take some time. Yet, with our
resolve and cooperation, | could well see prospects for success. | have a
hope. It is a hope that is strengthened with your coming here today to
meet me. | think this augers well for our resolve to work together towards
solution to this problem. Looking at the problem in a broader perspective,
| think a matter of great importance is people’s participation. There is a



need for people to take part and cooperate in our efforts to resolve the
problem in each of the steps we will be taking. People’s participation and
cooperation will enable us to resolve the fundamental problem smoothly
and to avert further problems that would once again give rise to violence
in the future.

That is my thought. I think | should also tell you that for people’s
participation and cooperation, we need to have an organization or a
mechanism. Whenever you have problems or whenever you would like
to voice your views, you can go through this organization which will be
tasked to look into such problems. We recently re-established the
Southern Border Provinces Administration Center or SBPAC. The
SBPAC started functioning yesterday. Mr. Pranai Suwannarat has been
appointed as its director. | asked Mr. Pranai, the person put in charge of
this organization, and he told me that he volunteered to take up this
duty. This is an important point. If | forced him into office, it would have
been difficult for him because the problem he has to tackle is not an easy
one. Rather it is a problem that requires volunteering. After he has
volunteered for the job, everything else is not too difficult. | also gave
him my recommendations and he will start his work today with the hope
that the SBPAC will be able to tackle problems of our community and
our nation and ease them eventually.

I will not discuss further details here, but | would like to underline
the importance of cooperation and participation of our fellow
compatriots. The newly reactivated SBPAC will be different from the
former SBPAC. As | have mentioned earlier about social injustice, | have
included in the SBPAC an organ of the Ministry of Justice. And as part of
the Ministry of Justice’s ongoing re-organized setup, the Islam’s religious
judges will be brought in and will play a greater part. Well before my
assumption of the office of Prime Minister, | had talked to the Minister of
Justice, former Chief Justice himself, and several religious judges. |
therefore came to understand that the judicial system we aspire to see
needs to start from basics. We may start from matters relating to civil,
family- related and inheritance disputes. All these would require the
participation of religious judges. And religious judges should be
increased in number. Apart from this matter, we also need to expedite the
proceedings of criminal litigations, as investigation and interrogation of
witnesses can sometimes take too long a time. We will try to see to it that
improvement be made in this regard. As a matter of fact, this is not a
problem we will have to deal with just for the three southern border
provinces — rather for the whole country.



Speaking about justice, | have mentioned that we will have to
improve the entire judicial system nationwide. However, | would like to
focus today on matters relating to the southern border provinces. | will
increase the number of religious judges, which is essential to resolving
cases in accordance with the Shariah Law. This is a clear-cut direction. |
believe that no one else possesses better knowledge on the Shariah
Islamic Law than the religious judges. Many religious judges went to
study the subject abroad. | have met several religious judges who have
profound knowledge on the Shariah Law. It would be good if provisions
of the Shariah Law could be better applied in our judicial system.

The judicial system does not end there. Before going to court,
other officials will have to be involved, be it the police or the Attorney-
General Office. The whole process needs to be improved to ensure
justice. On this matter, we need to work together. Many painful lessons
have been learned in the past, with cases of disappearance or people
going missing. Throughout the country, there were quite a number of
people suffering this fate. | do not want to talk about the number. But we
should be aware that this is an important problem. This problem is not
confined only to the southern provinces but occurs in other parts of the
country as well. We must therefore find a solution. The question is how
we could have the participation of the people in our efforts to ensure
justice and further improve our judicial system.

Certainly there are some bad officials — either among civil servants
or the police. There is no society comprising only good people. There
must be some bad people among them. The important thing is to monitor
and guard against problems committed by bad officers for our
country. We must work together to find evidence and reasons to back up
our claim why that person is not suitable to work here or should be
punished for his/her wrongdoing. | would like to encourage everyone,
not only the local people in the three Southern border provinces, to help
us keep your eyes on the work of government officials otherwise we
would not have a good check and balance system. | am aware that there
indeed is nepotism in the civil service. They help each other in manner
unfair to others. But if we have greater participation from the people, we
will be able to ensure justice. We will then have better information and
evidence to take action against government officials for his/her
wrongdoing. | wish to see that government officials treat the local people
with care, kindness and justice and bring peace to our society.

On this note, | would like to refer to His Majesty the King’s words
given a long time ago that “We must bring good people to work for the
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country and we must leave bad people out”. If we do not work together
to tackle this problem, then we cannot survive. Bad people will find
ways to survive and can get away with their crimes. If we have a
mechanism for people’s participation, we will then have an auditing and
the check and balance system which will enable us to identify bad
officials and those in grey area to improve themselves.

This is the point | would like to make as to ways to solve the
problem. My intentions are clear.

The coverage of the mechanism to solve the conflict in southern
provinces has expanded from the three southern border provinces to some
parts of Songkla and Satun provinces. SBPAC should be decentralized
and be able to reach out to the lowest levels of the local administration -
from provincial level to district level. However, if people feel it is an
important problem to them, they can bring it up directly to the Director of
SBPAC. Ifisa less important issue, they might leave it to the provincial
and district authorities. Once we have started this process, | am certain
we can achieve our goal in bringing justice to our society.

Another matter of concern to me is how to promote understanding
and empathy among ourselves. Those of you who are here today are
community leaders, religious leaders, deans of the faculty and
universities. | think with your cooperation we can reach out to younger
generations, who are the future of our country, and to make them
understand what is right and wrong. It is my intention to meet with these
youths in the near future. | want to meet and tell them that | have learned
many lessons in my life, both good and bad. I want to point out that if we
see bad things we should avoid and stop doing them and choose to do
good things. Every religion has one element in common, that is, we will
not do bad things. | can say this with confidence since throughout my 60
year lifetime, | have been through many things. | want the younger
generation to understand that, if they are in colleges, their age should be
about 20, and they still have 40 years ahead of them, which is quite a long
time for them to build a better future for themselves and for our country.

My intention to solve the problem in the south is nothing
complicated. | am determined and in all sincerity to all of you, to solve
the problems in our country. | am very much in the same position as the
Director of SBPAC who has volunteered to work. As | have agreed to
accept this responsibility, | am sincere and determined to solve this
problem. | need cooperation and help from you all, from the leaders to
the younger generations. | think the best way is for us to meet and talk to
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each other. We can talk about what our problems are and what we can do
to help you out.

Lastly, today is an auspicious occasion, as you have done merit-
making in the month of fasting. | am here today to celebrate the Eid ul-
Fitr. Although I am not a Muslim, I think I can also celebrate with you
because our society does not ban Buddhists from socializing with
Muslims. Similarly, in our Buddhist society, we do not ban Muslims
from joining Buddhists. Indeed, | would like to see an environment of
reconciliation in our society. In the past, we came together in every
religious occasion either Buddhist festivals or major Islamic events. If
we can build an atmosphere of reconciliation and understanding in our
society, other opportunities will follow, be it development or employment.

On my visit to Malaysia, | had an opportunity to call on Prime
Minister Abdullah Badawi and discussed a range of issues. He fully
understood the situation of our country. | told him about my approach to
solving the situation in the South. | said | was taking a different
approach — in favour of peaceful means. He offered that | could get in
touch with him directly. He even wrote down on a piece of paper his own
private telephone number and handed it to me. | still keep it in my
wallet. His gesture might be a reflection of his concurrence to my
approach on the South.

| also went to Indonesia and discussed with President Susilo
Bambamg Yudoyono how we are resolving the southern conflict. He said
he agreed with me. He himself is also trying to solve a similar problem in
Aceh. They have been able to reach a ceasefire, but a peace deal has yet
to be negotiated. Hence, they will have to continue their efforts. | told
him that Thailand would try to do as well, but we do not need to go as far
as having a ceasefire since there has never been a declared fighting in our
country. | told him that I would like to talk to them to find a solution. |
would like to have an environment of peace and reconciliation. In
Malaysia and Indonesia, people with different religious beliefs can live
together. | think in our country, it should be the same. Our people with
different beliefs should be able to live side by side. This is a nation. We
have to find ways for people with different religious beliefs to live
together in harmony and to solve problems together.

We need to find a solution to end violence in our country. The
work of SBPAC and the joint Civilian-Police-Military Command, under
the Army Commander, will be similar to the former SBPAC in the
past. They will coordinate their work together.
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As for the Tak Bai case, | think those 58 suspects should be
released since we have weak evidence against them. | have already
discussed this matter with the Minister of Justice. He told me that he
might need to submit his opinion to the Cabinet. | told him that it was
unnecessary since it is to be based on facts and related to the issue of
justice. As an officer in charge of the judicial system, if there is not
enough evidence, he must continue with the judicial proceedings and not
to leave the matter to the Cabinet or the Prime Minister. As for the cases
of alleged misconduct by government officials, they are still under the
deliberations of civil and criminal courts. The trials will continue. | have
followed-up on certain issues with both sides. | would like to stress that |
do not look at the problem in a one-sided manner. | look at it from
multidimensional perspectives.

As you have suggested this government should apologise for the
incidents in the south. | have come here to apologise to you on behalf of
the previous government and on behalf of this government. What
happened in the past was mostly the fault of the state and we must look
for ways to work together to solve this problem. Today, | have come here
to extend my hands to you and to tell you that | was wrong. As a former
Army Commander under the previous government, | tried to counter their
policies but failed. It was partly my fault for being unable to manage this
problem. | admit that I tried to oppose the policy of the previous
government on this matter but failed. There were also other people who
tried to oppose that policy. | was not the only one. And as you may know,
in their eyes, | was seen as a person uncooperative to them and their
policies. Today, General Sonthi Boonyaratgalin, the Army Commander,
is also here with me. As a Muslim, he came here with me and is sitting
here with us. Therefore, we should not have a problem working
together. | have told you what my viewpoints are on how we should
solve this problem and that we may begin from tackling less complicated
problems and then move on to tackling more complicated ones — in other
words, from small to bigger issues.
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Carmen:

L'amour est un oiseau rebelle

que nul ne peut apprivoiser,

et c'est bien en vain qu'on l'appelle,
s'il lui convient de refuser.

Rien n'y fait, menace ou priere,

I'un parle bien, I'autre se tait:

Et c'est I'ature que je préfere,

il n'a rien dit mais il me plait;.
L'amour! I'amour! I'amour! I'amour!

Tous:
L'amour est un oiseau rebelle, etc.
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Carmen:

L'amour est enfant de Bohéme,

il n'a jamais, jamais connu de loi;
si tu ne m'aimes pas, je t'aime:

si je t'aime, prends garde a toi!

Tous:
Prends garde a toi!
L'amour est enfant de Bohéme, etc.

Carmen:

L'oiseau que tu croyais surprendre
battit de l'aile et s'envola ...

I'amour est loin, tu peux l'attendre;
tu ne l'attends plus, il est la!

Tout autour de tol, vite, vite,

il vient, s'en va, puis il revient ...

tu crois le tenir, il t'évite,

tu crois I'éviter, il te tient.

L'amour! I'amour!, I’amour, I'amour!

Tous:
Tout autour de toi, vite, vite, etc.

Carmen:
L'amour est enfant de Bohéme, etc.
Si je t'aime, prends garde a toi!

Tous:
Prends garde a toi!
L'amour est enfant de Bohéme, etc.
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