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Mr. Vice-President,
I wish to thank the High Commissioner for his presentation.
As reflected in the report, we should be encouraged by the determination of Myanmar’s new government to address the issue of Rakhine State as one of the highest priorities on its agenda.
We commend Myanmar for its cooperation with Thailand and other countries in the region as well as relevant international partners to address the issue of irregular migration in the Indian Ocean, particularly its participation in two Special Meetings and a Special Retreat hosted by Thailand since May last year. We have observed the decrease of irregular movements which is not only attributed to regional anti-smuggling and trafficking efforts, but also Myanmar’s domestic development. 
Thailand believes that comprehensive development at home is key to preventing potential migrants from migrating in the first place. We therefore have been providing development assistance to communities in Myanmar, including in Rakhine State, with the aim to improving economic and social conditions, as well as providing access to adequate health care and basic education for people and children in the area.
Thailand would also like to urge the international community to continue to extend development assistance to Rakhine State in consultation with the Myanmar Government. 
As a close neighbouring country and a fellow member of ASEAN, Thailand is confident that Myanmar’s new Government will continue to work hard, with the support of the international community, to tackle the challenges faced to bring about lasting peace, unity and prosperity to Myanmar and sustainable development in the region.
I thank you, Mr. Vice-President.
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