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Intervention by the Delegation of Thailand 

H.E. Mr. Thani Thongphakdi

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Thailand

The United Nations International Conference in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace

“Peace is Possible – Frameworks for a way forward”

Wednesday 29 June 2016, Room XVII, Palais des Nations 
Chair, 

I would like to thank the organisers for this forward looking conference in support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace. The theme of the Conference is very encouraging and 
I wish to join other participants in their belief that “Peace is Possible”, and we are here to discuss and find the frameworks for a way forward to make it a reality.
Thailand believes that the long-standing conflict in the Middle East has claimed too many lives and deprived many young generations of a bright future. As a friend of both Israel and Palestine, Thailand fully supports the advancement of the two-State solution which two states live side by side in peace, harmony and prosperity. 

We believe that a solution can be achieved only through political means, namely negotiations between Palestine and Israel.  

We urge both sides to genuinely commit to the path of negotiation and to reinvigorate the peace process so as to achieve a comprehensive solution to this decades-long conflict without further delay. Furthermore, the international community needs to ensure an atmosphere conducive for constructive talks as well as to provide incentives to persuade the two sides to bring about peaceful solution.    
In this connection, we strongly support the continued efforts of the UN Secretary-General and regional leaders to normalize the situation on the ground. We believe that the Quartet and the Arab Peace Initiative can play a crucial role to contribute to progress towards the resumption of peace process. 

Thailand calls upon all parties to respect international law, in particular international human rights law and international humanitarian law. We also urge the implementation of the relevant UN Security Council and UNGA resolutions in this regard.    
Thailand shares the international concern of daily hardship faced by Palestinians and the devastating impact of conflict on their lives. In this connection, we urge all parties concerned to respect the civilian nature of refugee camps and facilitate humanitarian assistance to those in need. Humanitarian assistance is always at the core of the Kingdom of Thailand’s foreign policy.

Since 1978, Thailand has consistently supported the work of the UNRWA in responding to the needs of Palestinian refugees. Moreover, we have assisted Palestine through a variety of bilateral and trilateral cooperation programmes. We have been engaging in the Conference on Cooperation among East Asian Countries for Palestinian Development (CEAPAD) to support Palestine in its development and capacity building and human resources development so as to lay groundwork for Palestine to become a viable, secure and democratic state. 
I thank you.


