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                             Intervention by the Delegation of Thailand

Ms. Pornprapai Ganjanarintr

Director-General, Department of International Organizations

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand

during the High-level Panel Discussion on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary 

of the Human Rights Council: Achievements and Challenges

at the 32nd Session of the Human Rights Council

on Monday 13 June 2016, Geneva

* * * * * 

Mr. President,

Thailand would like to thank all distinguished panelists for sharing their experiences and views on the Council.  Your work has enhanced the Council's visibility and contribution to the promotion and protection of human rights for people worldwide.  Thailand is also proud to have Ambassador Sihasak Phuangketkeow served as the fifth President of the Council.

Thailand has been and will continue to be a strong supporter of the Council. Over the past ten years, we have witnessed the successes of the Council, particularly the UPR process which has been participated by all countries on an equal basis. We see a higher number of quality and specific recommendations, and in many countries, concrete changes.
Our particular interest is on the Special Procedures. While we benefit from the expertise in various fields from the Special Procedures, we, nevertheless, believe there is always room for improvement. To fully understand a country’s situation requires more than reports prepared from a few country visits and questionnaires.  
Several presentations at the Council reflect unmatched expectations between host countries and Special Rapporteurs. While we support the work of the Special Procedures, we believe that their working methods can be more creative, flexible and they should aim to engage States and provide greater room for meaningful interaction. The recommendations should focus on human rights issues and specific, technical expertise based on the level of the host countries’ capacities should be provided. 
Moreover, proliferation of issues has also made a number of countries with limited resources and capacity unable to complete all the questions asked, participate meaningfully, nor benefit from the efforts of such Procedures. 
We would, therefore, appreciate if the panelists could share with us their views on how to further improve the work of Special Procedures.

Thank you.





