[bookmark: _GoBack]Ambassador Thani Thongpakdi, 
Permanent Representative of Thailand
Item 4: Individual Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar
at the 31st Session of the Human Rights Council
on Monday, 14 March 2016, 1600-1800 hrs.,  
Room XX, Palais des Nations 

Mr. President,

Thailand associates itself with the statement delivered by Vietnam on behalf of ASEAN.  We wish to express our appreciation to the Special Rapporteur for her report and presentation.

Thailand sincerely congratulates Myanmar for the successful general elections held last November, particularly efforts made by all parties concerned to adhere to the principle of just and fair elections. We welcome the signing of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement and look forward to an early and inclusive political dialogue, which will pave the way for lasting peace and development for civilians in the affected areas. 

We share the view of the Special Rapporteur that the situation in Rakhine State represents a significant challenge for the new Government. It is also an opportunity to address the issue with innovative approaches for further progress. 

Thailand calls upon the international community to remain constructively engaged on the human rights situation and support Myanmar, by offering technical assistance and capacity-building, in further reforms that fulfil its human rights obligations. We remain ready to provide development assistance to Myanmar as and when requested.  

The cooperation extended by the Government of Myanmar to the Council’s mechanisms, especially to the Special Rapporteur, demonstrates the willingness of Myanmar to constructively engage with the international community. Coupled with all the progress achieved, my delegation therefore believes it is time for the Council to reexamine the need to address the human rights situation in Myanmar under this agenda item as well as the need to have an annual country-specific resolution on the country.  

I thank you, Mr. President.
