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(International Program)



PROGRAM TO STUDY

Program calandar (18 month period)

{Academic year 1)
First Semester ; August — December
Core coursos |
-Foundation of Religious Studies: History and Theary
-Core Concepts in Religious Studies
-Research Methods for Religious Studies

Second Somester: January - May
Required course & elective courses
-Track 172/ 3; One required course
-Track 1/2/ 3: Two elective coursas

Summer Session; May - July
Elective coursas

=Track 1/2/3: Two alective coursas

~Thesis

(Academic year Il)
Firat Semester: August - December
=Thesis

Second Semester . January — February
-Thesis

SCHOLARSHIPS

Applicants ara advised to seek thelr own financial support. Some
potential sources of funding include bilateral and multilateral agencias
such as the - United Mations, Ford Foundation, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA), UNESCO, the Uniled States Agency
for International Development (UISAID), the World Bank's Graduate
Scholarship Program, and etc.

VISA REQUIREMENT

It iz the responsibility of the admitted applicants fo acquire a non-
immigrant visa at the neares! Thai Embassy or Consulate to enter
Thajland for study

TUITION, FEES AND OTHER
EXPENSES

Estimated fuition and fees for the entire program (18 months) is Baht
172,600~ (Bpprox. WSS 5,760.-) which Includes: University educalion
sarvice fee, course regisiration fee for the entire program, University
health insurance fee for two academic years and thesis registration fee

In addition, mcommendad axpansas; astimated amount of USS 800 for
student’s thesis preparation, USS 300 for book allowarnce for the entire
program and LSS 600 for monthly stipend.

ACCOMMODATION

A varigty of accommodation with faciifties can be found In apartiments
near the campus

Residenca lor Buddhist monk sludents can be arranged at the Collage
maonastic hausing and fraining center,

CONTACT ADDRESS:

Program Director

M A Internalional Program in Rellgious Studies,
College of Religious Studies,

Mahidal Univarsity,

Salaya, Phutthamaonthon,

Makhon Pathom 73170

Thalland

Tel; 02-800-2630 Ext. 212, 217, 306

Fax: 02-800- 2650

E-malil; crwwwi@mmahidal,ac.th, parynya.chw@mahidol ac.th,
matthew. kos@mahidol.ac.th, miloshublna@yahoo.com,

Webaslte; www.crs mahidol.acth




COURSES OFFERED

- Foundations of Religious Studies: History and Theories :
- Care Concepts in Rellgious Studies
- Rasearch Mathods for Religious Studies

Track 1: RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Roquired course:

- Beography and Histery of Raligion
Elactive courses :

- Raliglon, Pawer & Politics

- Raligious Ethics of War & Peaca

- Religion and Haealing

- Rallgion and Cognilive Sciances

- Raligion and Sclanca

- Thaistic Traditions: Christianity, Islam and Hindu
- Woman in Raligious Tradilions

- Indepandent Studies in Refiglous Studies

Track 2: BUDDHISM and SOCIETY
Required course:

- Intrediuction to the Acadamic Study of Buddhism: Histary and Principles
Elective courses:

- [sguas In Contemporary Buddhist Sociaty

- The Buddhist Temple and Theravada Socialy
- Butddhlsm and Visual Represantations

- Buddhism in Southeast Asla

- Buddhism in Easl Asla

= Buddhism in the West

- Thai Buddhism

- Indapandent Studies in Buddhist Studies

Track 3: BUDDHISM and ISLAM

Required course:

- Dynamism of Inter-religlous Encounters

Eloctive coursas:

- Buddhist-Muslim Relalions: Past and Prasent

= Buddhism and lslam: A Comparative Study

= |ssuas in Contempaorary Buddhist-Muslim Relations (workshop)

- Sectananism and Religious Reform Movamanis in Buddhism and Islam
- Independant Studles in Buddhism & [siam

Thesis

Conduct original research on the salected toplc in the chosen major
approved by the advisory committee, submil the complated thesis and
publish resaarch in standard journals or confarence proceedings,

APPLICATION AND ADMISSION

Applicants should have at least a Bachelor's degree in sciences,
social sclences, humanities or education. Applicants from non-English
spaaking countrias are required to submit a'document indicating the
level of their Enalish preficiency. Nermally, A TOEFL scora of no lass
than 500, or its equivalant, Is necassary In ordar to keep a normal
pacé with the class lectures and discussions, and o manage a heavy
reading Inad. Application for admission to the Program may be made
thirough either of these two channels!

1) Mahidol University Selection Process (for Thai applicants)
Applications must be submitled to the Faculty of Graduate Studles.
The selaction process involves a writlen axamination and an intenyiew,
Please vislt the website: www.grad.mahidal.ac.th for further detalls
and application form.

2) College of Religious Studies Seleclion Process (for Thal and
International applicants)

Applications musl be submitted to the MA Intermational Program,
Colloge of Raligious Studies. The selection process invalves reviaw of
Ihe application matenals with the optional of written examination and
interview, ‘Along with a completed application form and two references,
applicants must also include transcrpts of their undergraduate or

graduate course work and pre-proposals for their Master's theses,
Completed application forms and accompanying documents must
reach the program by mid - July

An application form can be downloaded from the website
www.crs mahidol.ac.th

Only application form may be submitted throvgh omall




THE COLLEGE

The Collage of Religious Studies was eslablished In 1999, located at
the Namthong Building, Salaya Campus of Mahidal University.

Tha College is cumently offering Bachelor's and posl graduate
degreas to produce compaetant teachars and scholars of religion (o
increase the academic understanding of religion and 1o serve modearn
neads of Thalland and the wider global community,  The majority of
our students enter graduate or professional school either immediately
aftar graduate or the following year, Many of them find employmant in
various profassions

The College has established cooperative partnerships with many
agancies; both governmental and non-governmental, in the effort to
contribute ta the wellbeing of the people and the nation,

In addition to the University Computing Center and internet access
for its -staff and students, CRS provides ils own computar facilities
for staff and students. The College has a compuler laboratory for
teaching, dala analysis and olher needs of its stafl and studenis,
The CRS library contalng over 12,000 titles of books, journals and
acadamic materials on religions, philosophy and related subjects. The
library provides training in the use of the interet o access librarins
and organizations with religious and related materials throughout the
country and abroad

THE PROGRAM

The International Master of Arts Program aims to provide studanis wilh
the opportunity to concentrate thelr studies and research on ane of three
tracks: Religious Studies, Buddhism and Society, and Buddhism & Islam
focusing on the academic study of religion, refligious belief and praclice
in contemporary society, and current moral issues, The program is
designed lo promote an academic approach to religion in multi-cultural
sotlings.

The curriculum extends over 18-months. The twelve months are devoled
to' course work in order to build a strong foundation for conducting
indepandant research, students begin the work on their Mastar's theses
during the rest of 6 months and the degree candidates will have to
submit theses to fulfill the requirements of the program

The program requirements include successful completion of the
course work and a thesis, under the closa suparvision of the College's
academic staff, The program requires at least 24 credits for course work
(8, 3 credit courses) and 12 credits for thesis, A minimum grade point
average of 3.00 is required.



College of
Religious Studies

(CRS)

RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES

Raligious Studies in the International Master of Arts Pmumm at the
College of Religious Studies (CRS) is the schalarly study of religion
seeking to understand rellgion as a cultural phenomenon In strctly
value free terms while at the same lime appreciating bellevers'world
views and value systems as vilal componants of their life expariences.

Religious Studies sseks to examine and understand the siructure
and function of religion in s social and cullural contexts, A 'u'urtal.;r
of academic disciplines — history, sociology, anthropalogy, psychology
ale~ are used In tha study of religion. This academically objective
siudy of religion is rather unique at instilutions in Southeast Asla

CRE plans to become a center for tho academic study and teaching
of religion In Southeast Asia with a research and teaching focus on
contemporary belief, practice, and development of Thal and Southeas|
Aslan religlon in regards to ethics, polities. the environment elc and
of course In regards to persanal spirtuality. The Intermational MA
Program will aid students in understanding the dynamics of religious
adaptation in respanse o madamization and globallzation. It Is hopad
that education and research in the field of religious studies will help
enhance the mutual understanding, cooperation. and respect nmunn
people of differant raligious traditions.

CRS produces graduates with appropriate professional athics and
wark hablts who are capable of understanding complex  bilief
systams, practices and their socio-cullural conlext. Graduates
are capable of reading and understanding  religlous and academic
texts, conducting research, wriling academic reporis and papars,
and serving as advisors an vanety of culiural, political, economic
otc Issues (n which religlous belief forms an important part. CRS
graduates can communicate and (nteract In diferent mligious and
cultural backgrounds as woll a4 in the socular modam world,



TUITION AND FEES

Estimated cost for tuition and fees per student for the entire doclorate
program in Thal Baht, on the basis of threa year pariod (Personal
expenses excluded)

Plan 1 Plan 2

Maater's degree Maslars degree Master's Bachelors
with adequate | with adeguate degree inother  degree

background background  fields ornon- | (15t class-
In Raligious in'Raligious  related fiskds ~ Honors)

Studies Studies background  background

Tuition | 201.600.00 | 226,800.00 | 239,400.00 |315,000.00
(Bl 200 Cradr]

32,100.00 32,100.00 32,100.00 ,100.00
|u1|1:-rnurp—j

233,700.00 258,900.00 | 271,500.00 |347,100.00

APPLICATION AND ADMISSION

Application for admission to the Program may be made through either of
these two channels:

1) Mahidol University Selection Process (for Thai applicants)

Applications must be submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies

The selection process involves a writlan examination and an interview.
Final selection will be announced at tha beginning of the fellowing year
befaore the first semester starts in August.

Please visit the website: www.grad.mahidol.ac.th for further details,
application form and online application.

2) College of Religious Sludies Selection Process (for Thal and
International applicanis)

Applications must be submitted to the Ph.D. Intermational Program,
College of Religious Studies.

The program accepts the applications throughout the year. The selection
process involves review of the application materials with the optional of
wrilten examination and interview,

An application form can be downloaded from the website:
www.crs.mahidol.ac.th

Only application with completed documents will be considered,

SCHOLARSHIPS

Applicants are advised to seek thair own financial support.

VISA REQUIREMENT

It is the responsibility of the admitted applicants to acquirs

a non<immigrant visa to anter Thalland for study. Upon admission, the
program will provide gssistance in obtaining a visa at the nearast Thal
Embassy ar Consulate;

ACCOMMODATION

Avariety of accommaodation with facliiies can be found In apartments near
ihe campus, Residence for Buddhist monk students can be arrangad at tha
College manastic housing and maditation tralning center

ACADEMIC CALENDAR

The program academic schedule follows the
two-samestar system of Mahidol Univarsity.
First semester : August - Decamber
Second semester : January - May

CONTACT ADDRESS:

Program Director

Ph.D. International Program in Religlous Studies,
College of Rellgious Studies;

Mahidol Univarsity,

Salaya, Phutthamaonthon,

Nakhon Pathom 73170

Thaitand

Teli 02-800-2630 Ext. 212, 217, 308

Fax: 02-800- 2659

E-mall: crwwwi@mahidol ac.th; paryriva.chwiimahido! ac.th,
malthaw kas@mahidol ac.th, mileshubina@yahoo.com,

Wabsite: wiww.crs. mahidolac.th



"

THE COLLEGE

The College of Religious Studies was astablished in 1999, located at
the Namthong Building, Salaya Campus of Mahidol University.

mﬁollmhmnw offering Bachelor's and post graduate degrees
1o pmmnu compatent teachers and scholars of religlan lo Increase
the academic undarstanding of raligion and tn serve modarn naeds of
flwllm:tm the wider global community.

The majority of our students enter graduate or professional school
gither immediately after graduata or the following yaar. Many of tham
find employment In various professions.

Tha Callege has established cooperative partnarships with many
agencles, both governmental and non-gevemmental, in tha effort to
- cantribute o the wallbelng of the people and the nation. In addition
fo tha. I..Irﬂ'mrslljr Computing Center and Internet access for s staff
lﬂﬂ :tuﬁhtn. CRS pmuiﬁn s awn compuler facilitias for stalf and
students, The College hes a computer laboratory for teaching, data
analysis and other needs of lis siafl and studenis. The CRS library
gontalns over 12,000 tlles of books, journals and acadsmic materials
_on religions, philosophy and related subjects. The library. provides
training in the use of the intemat to access fibraras and organizations:
‘with religlous and related materials throughaut the country and abroad.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Program Curriculum
The program consists of Plan 1 and Plan 2 : Applicants must select
glther Plan 1 or 2.

Plan 1: Research Only: Studants ara required to successfully pass the
qualifying examination and complete dissertation research

Plan 2: Coursework and Ressarch; Students are required to take
prerequisile courses in Religious Studies, thelr coursework, qualifying

examination and individual dissertation research

Previous degrees

Religion / relaled

Summary of Admission Requirements

Requiraments

Background in
fiald

Publications

English
proficiency and
computer skills

Plan 1
(Resaarch Only)

Master's degree with
adequate background
in Religious Studies,
with an overall GPA of
3.5 or higher

Required

At least one research

article published in
peer-reviewed journal

TOEFL (PBT of 500
or CBT of 173 or IBT
of 61) or |IELTS (5.5)
and basic compuler
Iiteracy is required

Plan2 {Coursewark
and Research)

Master's degree in
any field with minimum
GPA 3.5 aor Bachelor's

degree (1% class-

Honors) in any fiekd

Desirable, but not
required

Desirable, bul not
required

T{}E FL {PET of ﬁﬂﬂ
or CBT of 173 or IBT
of 61) or IELTS (5.5)
and basic computer
literacy is required




THE PROGRAM

The Doctor of Philosophy Program in Religious Studies (Intermational
Program) provides students with the opportunity 1o concentrate their
studies and research on one of two Iracks: Buddhist Studies, and
Religion In Southeast Asla

The program aims to produce graduates with a thorough
understanding of the academic study of religion capable of carrying
out rigorous research in religious studies. Itis hoped thal through this
understanding graduates can also contribution lo human well-being
and harmony among communities of differant cultural traditions.

With the knowledge gained, the graduates could become competent
teachers and researchers, and promoters of peace, interreligious
understanding and cooperation to make the world a better place.

COURSES OFFERED

Prior 1o the Ph.D. courses, a student with B.A, degree or with M.A,
degree in a non- related field is advised to take prerequisite courses
as follows:

- Foundation of Religious Studies : History and Theory

- Core Concepts in Religious Studies

- Research Methods for Religious Studies

Ph.D. Core courses:
- Contemporary Approaches to the Study of Religion

Track 1; BUDDHIST STUDIES
Required courses:

- Indian Buddhism

- Anthropology of Theravada Buddhism

Elective courses :

- Buddhist Philosophy

- Theory and Practice of Buddhist Meditation

- Buddhist Ethics

- Theravada Buddhist Teachings

= Buddhism, Power, and Politics In Southeast Asia
= Twa Views of Mind: Buddhism and Brain Sclence
- Japanese Buddhlsm

- [ndepandant Studias in Buddhist Studies

= Buddhist Hermeneutics and Critical Methods

- Buddhist Monasticism

- Modem Movements in Theravada Buddhism

= Warking Pall

Track 2: RELIGION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
Required courses:

- Living Buddhism In Southeast Asia

= Living Islam In Soulheast Asia

Elective courses :

- Religion, Politics and Power in Southeast Asia

- Spirit Belief in Southeast Asia

- Contemporary Developments in Buddhist-Musiim Relations
- Modern Religious Movemeants in Southeast Asia

- Traditional Religions in Southeast Asia

- Southeast Asian Religious History

- Indapendant Studies in Reflgion in Southeast Asia

Qualifying Examination & Dissertation
Students of Plan 1 and Plan 2 must successfully pass the qualifying
examination before proceeding 1o work on disseration,



