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Your Excellency Mr. Ayoub Kara, Minister of Communications 
Excellencies,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 On behalf of the Royal Thai Embassy and Team Thailand in Israel,  

I wish to express a very warm welcome to all friends of Thailand present 

here this evening.    

May I say few words about this very special occasion / and the status 

of Thai – Israeli friendship. 

Firstly, as some of you may know, the National Day of Thailand was 

celebrated as the birthday anniversary of His Majesty the late King 

Bhumibol Adulyadej.    

Despite His Majesty’s passing away in October last year, the Thai 

nation has kept this day as our National Day in memory of His reign.   

In addition, this day is also celebrated as Father’s Day in Thailand, 

as His Majesty was loved and respected as the “Father of the Nation” for 

His untiring work on development projects to improve the well-being of His 

people.    

Moreover, the 5th of December each year not only marks one of the 

most significant day of all Thai people, but it is also a highly important day 

when the United Nations General Assembly declared that the 5th of 

December, the date of His Majesty’s birth, will be recognized as “World 

Soil Day”.  The purpose of the “World Soil Day” is to promote and raise 

awareness of the importance of soil as an entity towards agriculture 

development, nutrition and food security at the national and international 

level.  
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This year was also a very special occasion for Thais, we bid a sad 

final farewell to His Majesty during the Royal Cremation ceremony in 

Bangkok on the 26th October, a ceremony which was also replicated here 

in Israel at the Thai – Israel Friendship Pavilion in Ben Shemen Park, 

Modi’in, attended by thousand of Thai people as well as our Israeli friends. 

Secondly, the close friendship between Thailand and Israel has 

reached the 63th anniversary this year and our relationship remains as 

strong ever. 

Last year, over 160,000 Israeli tourists visited Thailand, and over 

26,000 Thais now living and working in Israel, contributing to the economic 

development of this country.    

We are expanding our mutually cooperation in two key areas, namely 

in labour and agriculture.    

This year the Thai Minister of Labour and the Minister of Agriculture 

visited Israel, and we signed an agreement on agricultural cooperation 

during the last summer. This will pave the way for more exchanges of 

experts and dialogue. 

Our business ties are expanding, with two-way trade reaching 1.1 

billion US dollars, we also hope to see this figure continue to rise with more 

frequent exchanges of business activities and delegations.    

At the same time, we look forward to deepen our partnership for long 

term growth. We in Thailand have long admired Israel’s “economic 

miracle”, which is a result of sustained policy of promoting research, 

development, and innovation.   

The current Thai government has recently introduced the Thailand 4.0 

strategy whereby we will focus on science and technology and innovation. 

As such, we can learn a lot from Israel’s success in transforming “results in 

the lab to profits in the market” which has earned Israel the reputation of a 

“Start-up nation”.  We hope to see more collaboration on green 

technologies, medical and pharmaceutical technologies, promotion of start-

ups and young entrepreneurs, as well as on research between our 

academic institutions. 
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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,    

We look forward to a successful and mutually cooperation between 

Thailand and Israel in the years to come, and I wish you all a pleasant 

evening. 

 Thank you very much. 

 

************* 

 

(Toast) 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

May I now invite all of you to join me in a toast to the good health of 

His Majesty the King Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun of Thailand 

and His Excellency President Reuven Rivlin of the State of Israel, and to 

the everlasting friendship and cooperation between our two countries and 

peoples. 

 

                 --------------------------- 

  

 

 


