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Message of Felicitations
By His Holiness Somdet Phra Ariyavongsagatayana
The Supreme Patriarch of the Kingdom of Thailand
For The 29" WFB General Conference
at Narita, Japan
6™ - 10™ November B.E. 2561 (2018)

# ';’:/"ﬁ’f:*‘\«‘;‘\

President of the World Fellowship of Buddhists,

Venerable Monks and Honorable Guests,

On behalf of the Thai Sangha and Buddhists, | would
like to express my felicitations to all of you who have
assembled here at this 29" WFB General Conference, in
Narita, Japan.

The amicable bond between Buddhists from all
over the world, which extends also to members of all
other religions, may not exist without a particular virtue
present in those who wish for happiness and prosperity

of others. This virtue is known as loving kindness (Metta).



oola

However, before loving kindness can arise in one’s heart,
bringing about soothing calmness, the person has to
practice patience (Kanti), which acts as a fortress that
protects the mind. Being a member of a society, no matter
what circle one moves in, will inevitably involve common
disagreement, argument or annoyance. Once the fire of
anger is lit, it is paramount that a spark does not spread
to become the raging inferno of war. In this regard, basic
social units, such as families and local communities, play
an important role in instilling patience and tolerance as
fundamental virtues of their members, so that they may
be able to tolerate opinions which are not compatible
with their own. This prevents a minor discontent from
growing and hardening into hostility, either between
individuals or between nations. Accordingly, the Buddha
graciously taught us that “tolerance shall cut the very
root of all impurities; those who have patience thus are
able to uproot the cause for reproach and disagreement.”

May all Buddhists bond together in harmony of

the mind, leading the world towards peacefulness and



[2]e]*}

happiness, and may peacefulness and happiness last until
the end of samsara, where the duties of every Buddhist
finish. May the 29" WFB General Conference successfully
achieve all its goals. | gsive my blessing to you all that you

may flourish within the dharma of the Buddha.

Wat Rajabopit
18" September B.E. 2561 (2018)
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