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Watever system we may have, all MFA officers should be aware that an integral

part of their mission is to advance Singapore’s interests in economic growth, trade and

investments. This should not be regarded as a task alien to their mission or solely the

responsibility of officers in MT] and our economic agencies.

A good diplomat must be familiar with international economic developments, be

aware of the economic strategies of our trade and investment agencies and also be attuned

to the needs of our business community. Only then will they be able to dd‘end our

economic interests and also be on the lookout to seize opportunities for Singapore.

S. Jayakumar, Diplomacy: A Singapore Experience, Straits Times Press, 2011
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