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Suggested Talking Points

e Since the EU is a key player in many issues, we hope to see the EU’s
continued presence and constructive role in Southeast Asia and its continuing
support for ASEAN Community building especially in the post-2015 phase. During
Thailand’s coordinatorship for ASEAN-EU Dialogue Relations from 2015 to mid-
2018, we will work closely with both ASEAN and EU colleagues to upgrade our
partnership to a higher plane.

e To further strengthen ASEAN-EU relations, the EU could play a more
active role on issues where it can add value, for example;

0 greater trade and investment between the two regions. The
two sides should continue to explore ways to develop the ASEAN-EU FTA, in
tandem with bilateral FTAs with individual ASEAN Member States.

o] enhanced inter-regional connectivity, including cooperation
on border management to help safeguard the region from the negative effects of
enhanced connectivity, such as transnational crime

o] the growing challenge of irregular migration which is no longer
only ‘regional’ but also “global’ related issue as it having strong impact on not only
ASEAN and the EU but also on all the migrant originating and neighboring countries
where those migrants have crossed over. Therefore, both regional and global
cooperation should be enhanced and underscored to manage this cross border



challenge. This is where ASEAN and the EU can cooperate and learn from one
another’s experiences on how to cope with this issue.

e On global issues, the two sides can benefit from enhanced cooperation
on common challenges such as closing development gaps and addressing natural
disasters and climate change.

e With regard to efforts to develop a roadmap towards elevating the
ASEAN-EU partnership to a strategic one, Thailand hosted a Coordinating
Meeting with the EU in October 2015 which was productive in developing the
parameters for such a roadmap. There was general agreement that we had to
develop a common understanding on the elements of a strategic partnership and we
look forward to developing this with the EU.

(If raised) The EU’s interest in joining the EAS

e \We note the EU’s interest in joining the EAS, as part of its proposal to
develop a Strategic Partnership between ASEAN and the EU. ASEAN’s position is
clear that there was no link or automaticity between having a strategic
partnership and participation in the EAS. This has been communicated to the EU
side during the ASEAN-EU Coordinating Meeting on 13 October 2015 in Bangkok.

¢ |n addition, the prevailing mood within the EAS right now is towards
greater consolidation rather than expansion. Therefore, at the moment, ASEAN and
its partners in the EAS are in the process of reviewing the EAS in order to ensure its
effectiveness and relevance as the only leaders-led strategic dialogue in Asia-Pacific.
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