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 Singapore and China co-chaired the 14th ASEAN-China Senior

Officials’MeetingontheImplementationoftheDeclarationonthe

ConductofPartiesintheSouthChinaSea.

 WediscussedtheSouthChinaSea(SCS)issueandareencouraged

thatforthepastmonthstherehavebeennomajordisruptionsand

thesituationintheSCSandtheregionhasbeenstable. This

afternoon’s 14th ASEAN-China SeniorOfficials’Meeting on the

ImplementationoftheDeclarationontheConductofPartiesinthe

SCShasmadeheadwayinboththeimplementationofthe2002

DeclarationontheConductofPartiesintheSCS(DOC)andthe

consultationsontheCodeofConduct(COC).

 OntheDOC,wereaffirmedtheimportanceandthecommitmentofall

partiestofullyandeffectivelyimplementtheDOC.Inthisregard,we

have made positive progress on concrete follow-ups to the

documents adopted byourLeaders atthe 19th ASEAN-China

CommemorativeSummitinSeptemberlastyear.
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o First,asafollow-uptotheadoptedGuidelinesforHotline

CommunicationsamongSeniorOfficialsoftheMinistriesof

Foreign Affairs ofASEAN MemberStates and China in

ResponsetoMaritimeEmergenciesintheImplementationof

the DOC in the SCS,ASEAN MemberStates and China

conductedaMFA-to-MFAHotlineTestExercisefrom18to24

April2017.WearepleasedtoannouncethattheTestExercise

wasasuccess.Thiswillbringusonestepclosertoformal

operationalisation of the 24/7 Hotline for maritime

emergenciesintheSCS.

o Second,ourdefenceofficialsarenowalsocurrentlyexploring

ways to exercise the adopted JointStatementon the

ApplicationoftheCodeofUnplannedEncountersatSea(CUES)

intheSCS.

o Theseearlyharvestmeasuresarepracticalmeasurestobuild

trustand confidenceamong partiesto theDOC,prevent

miscalculationsandaccidentsontheground.

 Inaddition,weconvenedanAd-HocTechnicalOfficialsmeetingas

partofthe 21st ASEAN-China JointWorking Group on the

ImplementationoftheDeclarationontheConductofPartiesinthe

SCS.

o Ourtechnicalofficialshadafruitfulexchangeofviewson

topicssuchas“marineenvironmentalprotection”and“safety

ofnavigation”intheSCS.
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 OntheCOC,wearepleasedtoannouncethattheseniorofficials

havecompletedthenegotiationofthedraftCOCframework,ahead

ofthemid-2017deadlinewhichLeadersofASEANMemberStates

andChinahadset.ThisdraftCOCframeworkwillbesubmittedto

theForeign Ministersduring theASEAN-ChinaPostMinisterial

ConferenceinAugust2017inthePhilippinesfortheirpolitical

support.

 Thisdraftframeworkincludeselementswhichpartieshaveagreed

uponandwillprovideabasisforfutureconsultationsontheCOC.

 Wehopetocontinuethepositivemomentum ofconsultationsand

make steady progress towards a substantive COC based on

consensus,asdirectedbyourLeaders.
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