
PRESSSTATEMENTBYTHEASEANFOREIGNMINISTERS
ONTHESPECIALASEAN-U.S.FOREIGNMINISTERS’MEETING

INWASHINGTOND.C.,USAON4MAY2017

We,theForeignMinistersoftheMemberStatesoftheAssociationofSoutheast
AsianNations(ASEAN)gatheredinWashingtonD.C.,USAon4May2017fora
SpecialASEAN-U.S.ForeignMinisters’MeetingwiththeU.S.SecretaryofState.

WewelcomedthepositiveprogressmadeinASEAN-U.S.DialogueRelations,

particularlywiththeelevationofrelationstoastrategicpartnershipatthe3rdASEAN-
U.S.SummitinKualaLumpurinNovember2015andthesuccessfulconveningofthe
ASEAN-U.S.SpecialLeaders’SummitinSunnylands,CaliforniainFebruary2016.We
reaffirmedthekeyprinciplesthatguideourcooperation,asoutlinedintheJoint
StatementoftheASEAN-U.S.SpecialLeader’sSummit:SunnylandsDeclaration.

WediscussedASEAN-U.S.relationsandU.S.engagementoftheregion.We
appreciatedthecommitmentsbytheU.S.toASEANincludingsupportingASEAN
Communitybuildingandregionalintegrationefforts.WeappreciatedtheU.S.’
respectandsupportforASEAN CentralityandASEAN-ledmechanismsinthe
evolvingregionalarchitectureoftheAsia-Pacific.WewelcomedthevisitbytheVice
PresidentoftheU.S.toASEANSecretariatinJakartainApril2017asatestamentto
theimportanceofU.S.-ASEANstrategicpartnership.WealsowelcomedPresident

DonaldTrump’scommitmenttoattendthe5thASEAN-U.S.Summitand12thEastAsia
Summit(EAS)inthePhilippinesinNovember2017andtheAPECEconomicLeaders
MeetinginVietnaminNovember2017.

WediscussedthesituationintheKoreanPeninsulaandexpressedgraveconcern
overtheescalationofthetension.WestronglyurgetheDPRKtofullycomplywithits
obligationsarising from allrelevantUnited NationsSecurityCouncil(UNSC)
Resolutionsandinternationallaws.

WealsodiscussedtheissueofSouthChinaSeaandbothsidesunderscoredthe
importanceofthepeacefulresolutionofdisputesinaccordancewiththeprinciples
ofinternationallaw,includingthe1982UnitedNationsConventiononthelawofthe
Sea(UNCLOS).WereiteratedtheprinciplespreviouslyagreedbyourLeadersandwe
callfortheearlyagreementontheframeworkandexpeditiousconclusionofacode
ofconductintheSouthChinaSea.

WecommendedourSeniorOfficialsforconveningthe30thASEAN-U.S.Dialogueon
3May2017inWashingtonD.C.TheDialoguedeliberatedonstrategicissuesof
mutualconcernaswellasonwaystoeffectivelyimplementtheagreedareasof
cooperationunderthePlanofActiontoImplementtheASEAN-U.S.Strategic
Partnership(2016-2020).

Wenotedthat2017marksthe40thAnniversaryofASEAN-U.S.dialoguerelations.We
lookforwardtoworkingtogetherwiththeU.S.totakeASEAN-U.S.cooperationtothe
nextlevel.WenotedtheongoingandplannedcommemorativeactivitiesbyASEAN

MemberStatesandtheU.S.tocelebratethe40thAnniversaryofASEAN-U.S.dialogue
relations.

ASEANFOREIGNMINISTERS
4May2017


