AND ASEAN JOINT ENDEAVOUR TOWARDS ASEAN COMMUNITY

ERF

www Jedt

Prime Ministers of Viet Nam
and Thailand witnessed the
signing of important
cooperation agreements, July
2015 in Bangkok.

Thalland to Max1m1ze

LED Expo ]
largest inte
lighting pro
its Role in Regional 2138
energy savi
consumptio

Connectivity *’
THE SECOND-BIGGEST ECONOMY IN indentifyin
SOUTHEAST ASIA WOULD BE EQUIPPED WITH A BETTER opportuni
OPPORTUNITY TO BE A REGIONAL HUB AND LOGISTICS WHILE to pre
MAXIMIZING ITS ROLE IN REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY, SAID THAI businesse
ASEAN is on track to meet the goal AMBASSADOR TO VIET NAM PANYARAK POOLTHUP. make ne
of an ASEAN Commumity in 2015. compete

7 e

In your opinion, what efforts should larger ma
be made to make ASEAN a the world
community of action, of It is al
connectivity, and of the region's effectively respond to regional and as a responsible regional player in Thai bus
peoples? international challenges. the international community. manufactt
As we still have half a year till the of ASEAN

The realization of ASEAN last day of 2015, | think it is One of the major projects of ASEAN and to
Community will take place on 31 imperative for all ASEAN Member is the establishment of an ASEAN investmer
December this year. Not only the States to expeditiously fulfill the Economic Community (AEC). How emerging
commencement of ASEAN remaining commitments under all the have Thai businesses prepared for same time
Community which consists of ASEAN Community Blueprints and the the advent of the AEC? cope with
Political-Security Community (APSC), Master Plan of ASEAN Connectivity competitic
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) which  consists ~ of  hard Thailand attaches  great Member ¢
and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community infrastructure, laws and regulations importance to raising awareness on outside th
(ASCC) will mark another milestone which facilitate trade and investment ASEAN Community. We believe that to improv
according to the common vision of as well as people-to-people community building is not only the and servi
our leaders but also it will bring the connectivity as much as possible. sole responsibility of the public competito
ASEAN Community closer to its Simultaneously, all the stakeholders sector but it is the common and overcome
peoples.  Under the motto "One as well as peoples of ASEAN need to collective  responsibility of all when they
Vision, One Identity, One Community", enhance further cooperation during stakeholders including private to count
the ASEAN Community will bring this important juncture to make sure sector, academic circle, civic society conditions
about a truly people-oriented, that the upcoming ASEAN Community and all the Thai people. While the increase v
people-centered ASEAN that is will be a truly people-oriented government is implementing relevant by seel
politically cohesive, economically community.  In  addition, the reforms and enacting necessary laws experienc
integrated and socially responsible, impending ASEAN Community would and regulations according to the enhancing
in order to take advantage of current need to be globally-integrated and aspirations and objectives of AEC, developme
and future opportunities and ASEAN needs to take on a larger role the Thai Government has been has to im
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LED Expo Thailand 2015, the ASEAN's
largest international exhibition on LED
lighting products and technology, on May
21-24, 2015 promoting Thai behavior on
energy saving and meeting AEC
consumption demand.

(3
indentifying both the challenges and

opportunities of the upcoming AEC
to prepare and  encourage
businesses to adjust themselves and
make necessary preparations to
compete and take advantage of a
larger market that is integrated into
the world economy.

It is also an opportune time for
Thai businesses to expand their
manufacturing bases, take advantage
of ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA)
and to find more trading and
investment  opportunities  with
emerging trade partners. At the
same time, they need to be able to
cope with challenges such as fiercer
competition among the ASEAN
Member States and trade partners
outside the region. Hence, they need
to improve the quality of the goods
and services as there are a lot of
competitors. And they also need to
overcome non-tariff barriers (NTBs)
when they export goods and services
to countries with high import
conditions. Thai businesses ought to
increase worker productivity as well
by seeking new knowledge,
experience and technology while
enhancing ~ human  resource
development. Further, Thai workforce
has to improve their communication

skills especially in English among
other languages used in the region.

What are your assessments about
the cooperation between Thailand
and Viet Nam in ASEAN as well as
in the process of building the AC?

. Thailand and Viet Nam place
ASEAN at the top of their foreign
policy. We share strong determination
in building a strong ASEAN
‘Community, enhancing regional
“connectivity and strengthening the
«central role of ASEAN in the regional
-architectures. Against this backdrop,
“Thailand and Viet Nam have pushed
ahead with their cooperation in many
areas to make certain that the ASEAN
_Community becomes_successtul _and
beneficial to all. NSRRI

| strongly believe that our Strategic &

Partnership provides a solid
foundation for the ASEAN Community.
The establishment of the Strategic
Partnership between Thalland and
Viet Nam in 2013 during the official
visit to Thailand of H.E. Mr. Nguyen
Phu Trong, General Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Viet Nam, serves as the
guiding principles for the enhancement
of all areas of cooperation between
the two countries, namely (1) political
cooperation (2) defence and security
cooperation (3) economic cooperation
(4) social, cultural, people-to-people
cooperation and other areas of mutual
Interests, and (5) regional and
international cooperation.
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This is evident during the recent
official visit to Thailand of H.E. Mr.
Nguyen Tan Dung, Prime Minister of
Viet Nam to Thailand, to co-chair the
Third Thailand - Viet Nam Joint
(Cabinet Retreat on 23 July 2015,
when the two countries have taken
concrete  steps  for  further
cooperation. We have signed five
documents which are Joint Statement
on the Third Viet Nam - Thailand Joint
Cabinet Retreat, MOU on labour
cooperation,  Agreement  on
Employment of Workers,
Memorandum of Understanding on
the Establishment of Friendship
between Kon Tum Province, Viet Nam
and Ubon Ratchathani Province,
Thailand and Memorandum of
Understanding on the Establishment
of Friendship between Long An
Province, Viet Nam and Trat
Province, Thailand. Furthermore, the
two Prime Ministers have committed
to promote tourism and linkages
between the two countries and
agreed to increase two-way trade to
20 billion USD by 2020.

In the context of the disputes of the
South China Sea, both countries
agreed to resolve disputes by peaceful
means and emphasized the
implementation of the Declaration on
Conduct of the Parties in the South
China Sea (DOC) and encouraged
efforts to achieve the Code of Conduct
(COC). Thailand as the coordinator for
ASEAN - China relations has been
earnest in consulting with all partners
in enhancing cooperation with China
and ensuring peace and stability in
South China Sea. It is conspicuous that
our Strategic Partnership have been
beneficial not only bilaterally but also
favourable to the region. To this end,
Thailand is looking forward to building
on the coordinator role between
ASEAN and the EU from Viet Nam.
Lastly, | believe that both Viet Nam and
Thailand will continue to be active
members of ASEAN and our
cooperation will, eventually, benefit the
entire community.

By HANH DIEM




Thia tlr(mg Vu;t Nam Nguyén Tan Diing va Thu tu’o'ng ThaJ Lan Prayut
Chan-o-cha, tai Thit d6 Bangkok ngay 23/7/2015.

ASEAN dang tién t6i myc tiéu hinh
thanh Cong déng ASEAN vao cudi
nim 2015. Theo ong, c4c nude
ASEAN cén phai lam g dé trr
thanh mot cjng déng hanh dong va

lign két c4c dan toc trong khu vie?
L{;

Su ra doi cia Cong dong‘;u £ v
ASEAN s& khong chi dagdt.s
mot ddu moc nita trong tArmi
nhin chung cdia lanh dac %
cac nudc ma con lam cho
ngudi dan céc nudc trong 2
khu vyc xich lai gdn nhau
han. Véi phudng cham "Mom
Tam nhin, Mot Bén séc, MQ!{
Cong déng", Cong dbng sans
ASEAN s& mang dén mdtsi
ASEAN huéng t6i con ngut#
148y nguti dan lam trung
tam, gdn két vé chinh tri,
hoi nhap vé kinh t6 va c6 -
trdch nhidm xa hoi. oo

e

Do chiing ta vAn con géa -
nita ndm nita méi dén ngay
cubi cing clia nam 2015, toi:
nghi ring diéu bat buoc d6i -
véi tat ¢ cdc nubc thanh
vién ASEAN la phai khdn
W z

e
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phat

huy
da

vail tro trong
lien két
khu vue

THAI LAN - NEN KINH TE LON THU HAI DONG NAM
A, PANG PON NHAN 0 HOI TOT BE TRG THANH
TRUNG TAM KHU VUC VA DICH VU HAU CAN CUNG

V01 VIEC PHAT HUY TOI DA VAI TRO CUA MINH
TRONG LIEN KET KHU VUC, DAI SU THAI LAN TAI
VIET NAM 'PANYARAK POOLTHUP TRA LOT PHONG
VAN BAO THE GIOI & VIET NAM,
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truong thuc hién cdc cam déng Kinh t&€ ASEAN (AEC).
két con lai cua K& hoach Doanh nghiép Thai Lan da chuén
téng thé Cong déng va K& bj nhur thé nao cho syt kign nay?

hoach téng thé vé Két ndi
ASEAN, trong d6 bao gém

co s6 ha tang, luat phéap va
céc quy dinh nhém thac ddy
thuong mai va dau tu ciing
nhu sy két néi gitta con
ngudi véi con nguvi. Dong
thoi, tat ca cac bén lién -idi
quan ciing nhu ngudi dansds
cdc nuéc ASEAN can tangrio
cutng hdp tac hon niia trongy
thoi diém quan trong nay dé-
chic chan rang Gong dong
MEEAN sip t6i s8 1a motial
cong dong thuc sut huéng vé
nguvi dan. Ngoai ra, Cong
dong ASEAN trong tudng lai
s& phai trg thanh mot t8
chic hoi nhap mang tinh#: s
toan clu va cdc nufc @
ASEAN cén déng vai trd }m‘
hon véi tu cach 1a d6i tae.s
khu vuc ¢6 trdch nhiém
trong cong déng quic té.

=~

Mot trong nhiing dy 4n lon ciia
ASEAN Ia viéc thanh lap Cong

Thai Lan rat coi trong viéc
nang cao nhan thic vé Cong
déng ASEAN. Ching toi tin
rang viéc xay dung cdng
ddng nay khong chi 1a trach
nhiém duy nhét cta khu vuc
“¢Ong ma con 1a trach nhiém
chung ctia céc chii thé bao
gdbm khu vuc tu nhan, gido
duc, x& hoi va tat ca ngudi
dan Thai. Cung v6i viéc
thuc hién nhiing cai cach
lién quan, ban hanh phéap
luat va cac quy dinh can
thiét theo nguyén vong va
muc tiéu ciia AEC, Chinh
pht Thai Lan da xac dinh
dugc nhiing thach thic va
cd hoi ctia AEC sép t6i dé
chuén bi va khuyén khich
cdc doanh nghiép c6 nhitng
didu chinh va su chudn bj
cAn thiét dé canh tranh va
tan dung Igi thé ctia mot thi
trudng 16n hon, hoi nhap véi
“nén kinh t& thé gidi.
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Péy ciing la thoi diém thuan
lgi cho cac doanh nghiép
Thai Lan mé rong cd sd san
xuat, tdn dung lgi th& cia
Khu viic méu dich tu do - !
ASEAN (AFTA), tim kiémi-
nhidu co héi kinh doanh va 4
dau td hon véi cac doi tac,
thlmng mai m&i n6i: Péng *
thdi, cac doanh nghiép,; Théi
Lan cAn sin sang d6i pho
v6i nhitng thach thic nhu sy
canh tranh gay gét gitta cac
nudc thanh vién ASEAN va
cac doi tac thuong mai
ngoai khu vuc. Do d6, ho
can phai cai thién chat
lugng cia hang héa va dich
vu do c6 rat nhiéu doi thu
va phai vugdt qua céc rao
can phi thué quan (NTBs)
khi chiing t6i xudt khdu
hang héa va dich vu sang
cac nudc c6 diéu kién nhap
}(.hau khitkhe, . ..
:hm chind: drn
C.ﬁc doanh nghiép Thai Larl i
phai ting ning sudt lao g -
dong ciing nhu tim kignhi
kién thic, kinh nghiém va
cong nghé méi, dong thoi B
ting cudng phat trién nguén
nhan Ivc. Hon nita, luc
lugng lao dong Thai cin cai
thién k§ nang giao tiép, dac
biét 1a ti€ng Anh va ngon
ngit khac dugc st dung trong
khu vuc.

Ong dénh gi4 thé nao vé sy hgp
téc giita Tha Lan va Vigt Nam
trong ASEAN cting nhu trong qua
trinh x4y dyng Cong déng ASEAN?

Thai Lan va Viét Nam déu
dat ASEAN lam uu tién

hang d4u trong chinh sdch
d6i ngoai. Ching ta chia sé

r

quyét tAm manh mé trong
viéc x4y dung mot Cong
déng ASEAN vitng manh,
thic ddy lién k&t va ting
cuong vai fro trung tdm clia
ASEAN trong khu vuc. !
Trong béi cdnh nay, Tha
Lan va Viét Nam da ddy
manh hgp t4c trong nhiéu
linh vic dé chic chin ring
Cong dong ASEAN s& thanh
céng va mang lai 1gi ich cho
tat cd cac bén.

T6i tin tudng rang quan hé
déi tac chién luge chia hai
nuéc s& cung cAp mdt nén
tang viing chac cho Cong

~ déng ASEAN. Viéc thiét lap

quan hé déi tac chién lugc
guia Thai Lan va Viét Nam
vao ndm 2013 trong chuyen
tham chinh thiic Thai Lan
ctia Téng Bi thu Nguyén Phu
Trong, nhut 14 nguyén tic co
ban cho viéc m& rong cac |
linh vuc hgp téc gitta hai _ §
nudc, cu thé 1a hop tic [BRE
chinh tri; hgp tdc an ni i
quéc phong; hgp tac kinh té§
hgp tic van héa xa hoi, két™
ndi con ngudi v6i con ngudi
va céc linh Iuc c¢é lgi ich
chung khéac; va hgp tac
trong khu vyc va quéc té.

Diéu nay thé hién 16 rang
trong chuyén tham chinh
thitc Théi Lan gan day clia
Tha tlidng Nguyén Tdn
Diing, déng cht tri cudc hop
Noi cdc chung Viét Nam - 2
Théi Lan 14n thi ba vio
ngay 23/7, khi hai nu6c da W
ch nhl"Ing buéc tién cu thé
cho viéc hgp tac sdu rong 2
hon. Hai bén da ky két namid
van klen gbm Tuyén bd

chung vé cudc hop Nbi cac Eg

chung Viét Nam - Théi Lan k¥
lan thd ba, Bién ban ghi nhé

vé hgp tac lao dong, Thoa M
thun vé viéc lam cta ngucﬂ‘dfw
lao dong, Bién ban ghi nhéd %
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vé thiét 1ap quan hé hitu
nghi giita tinh Koh Tum,
Viét Nam va tinh Ubon
Ratchathani, Thai Lan va
Bién ban ghi nhé vé thleﬁ“
lap quan hé hiiu nghi gitta
tinh Long An, Viét Nam va
tinh Trat ctia Thai Lan.
Ngoai ra, hai Tha tuéng da
cam két thic ddy du lich va
cdc méi lién két gitta hai%
nudc, nhat trf thic ddy
thuong mai hai chiéu 1én 20
ty USD vao nam 2020.

Trong b6i cdnh dang tén tai
tranh ch4p trén Bién Dong,
cd hai nu6c da thong nhat
gidi quyét tranh chdp bing
bién phédp hoa binh va nhan
manh viéc thyc hién Tuyén
b6 vé nguyén tic ung xu

¢ clia cac Bén tai Bién Bong ;
[DOC) va tidng cudng cac nd

§ luc dé dat dugc Bo Quy tic {
vé 1Ing xU cua cac Bén tai
Bién Dong (COC). Théi Lan
v6i tu cach 1a didu phoi

vién trong m&i quan hé gitfa
ASEAN - Trung Quéc da :
nghiém tdc tu vaAn tit cd cac™
bén lién quan trong viéc

tang cudng hgp tac véi

Trung Qudc va bdo ddm hoa
binh va 8n dinh & Bién

Déng. Didu d6 cho thay ring
quan hé déi tac chién lugc
gitta hai nugc khong chi =+ -
mang lai 1gi ich song

phuong ma con tich cuc cho
cic nudc trong khu vuc.

Cuéi cing, Thai Lan mong
mudn Viét Nam ciing sé i

déng vai trd xdy dung trong
vai trd 1a diéu phéi vién
gitta ASEAN va EU. Cudi
cung, toi tin rang ca Viét
Nam va Thai Lan s& ti€p tuc
la nhiing thanh vién tich
cuc ctia ASEAN va su hgp
tac gitia hai nuéc sé mang
lai 1gi ich cho toan thé& cong
dong.

- HANH DIEM (thuc hien)
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