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Thailand’s ARF Annual Security Outlook for 2012
A. Global Outlook

1. In general, the overall global security landscape has been marked by some
armed conflict, political conflict and violence in various regions as well as
continuing global non-traditional security challenges. Such conflicts and
challenges, though affecting some regions and having some impact on the
international community, have not been of a scale that would threaten global
stability. Nevertheless, in view of increased global interdependence these
conflicts and challenges remain a cause of concern and justify continued close
monitoring.

2. Continuing situations of armed conflict, political conflict and violence in
parts of the Middle East and Africa have had immense humanitarian
consequences and have brought instability to the affected countries, regions and
sub-regions. If left unaddressed, these conflicts and violence could potentially
have an impact, direct or indirect, on other regions. In this connection, the
continuing situation of conflict and violence in Syria in particular, especially the
deaths and injuries to unarmed civilians, remains a cause for great concern.

3. Also of increasing concern is the threat posed to maritime security and
safety by rising trends of piracy and armed robbery at sea. According to the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), there appears to be increasing trends
in incidents of piracy and armed robbery at sea based on reported cases. The
attacked areas extend from the Gulf of Aden to the Red Sea and the western
Indian Ocean, where statistics in 2010 and 2011 indicate rising trends. Of
particular concern is the increase in reports of incidents in the Malacca Straits,
rising from 3 in 2010 to 22 in 2012, especially if these are a by-product of
increasing incidents in the Gulf of Aden. This possible eastward flow of the
piracy problem will need to be watched over carefully. In response to these
rising trends, the use of Privately Contracted Armed Security Personnel (PCASP)
by commercial vessels, enhanced coordination in the affected areas such as the
Gulf of Aden and off the coast of Somalia and enhanced regional dialogue on
maritime security and safety issues are being pursued and deserve continued
international support.

4. Transnational crime and terrorism, although still an important global
challenge, appear to have been addressed more effectively as shown by statistics
of fewer incidents in 2011 than in 2010. This was mainly due to more efficient
intelligence exchange and more stringent security control along with applications
of de-radicalization strategies. Another important factor was the death and arrests
of core group leaders and associates. Yet another important aspect is the growing




awareness of the need to fight extremism by promoting greater cooperation amongst
those countries and organizations that embrace moderation and respect for diversity.
This is reflected in the continued progress in global initiatives that promote
alliance among civilizations and inter-faith dialogue as well as the Movement of
Moderates that ASEAN supports. Nevertheless, challenges remain, whether in
the form of homegrown terrorists or acts of extremism and extremist groups in
some countries.

5. Another key global challenge has been the continuing trends in natural
disasters and the need to develop a synchronized multilateral and regional
response to large scale disasters. From early warning to emergency response to
reconstruction, there is a scope for enhanced cooperation at the global and regional
levels. Although the costs for development of capacities to support such
cooperation may be high, they are minimal compared to the extensive human,
economic and social costs that accompany a large scale natural disaster.
Furthermore, there appears to be growing links between the effects of climate
change and other environmental factors to growing incidents of natural disasters,
so there is increased urgency for cooperation to address climate change
challenges.

6. Lastly, economic challenges, from threats to food and energy security to
instability in the Eurozone, though not directly affecting global security, can
potentially have adverse impacts on human security as a whole. This becomes
exacerbated should development gaps widen amidst rising expectations for such
gaps to be closed, or trade barriers created. Social challenges such as continued
gender inequality, if left unaddressed, can also affect economic and social
stability, which in turn may result in situations of decreased security. The need to
bridge the significant gender gaps that remain in order to promote economic
development has been underscored by the most recent World Development
Report of the World Bank.

B. Regional Outlook

7. As to the Asia-Pacific region, it has generally been free from major
conflicts. Nevertheless, there are still traditional and non-traditional threats to
security in the region. That is why the development of an inclusive, multi-
layered regional security architecture based on existing ASEAN-centered
regional and sub-regional arrangements that promote confidence-building,
preventive diplomacy and conflict management in the region, is a priority.
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8. One of the key developments in the region that have helped promote
greater regional peace and stability has been the progress in ASEAN’s
development towards a Community in 2015. This is complemented by ASEAN’s
continuing efforts to build an inclusive, ASEAN-centered regional architecture
and to interact effectively with the global community of nations. The community-
building process in Southeast Asia through ASEAN has laid a foundation for
enduring peace and stability in the region. With enhanced regional connectivity,
ASEAN is becoming a more attractive partner for external parties, which has also
contributed to greater acceptance of ASEAN centrality in regional arrangements
to deal with security challenges.

9. Such community-building tendencies and a growing culture of cooperation
are being extended beyond ASEAN to the East Asian region. This important
development broadens the geographical scope for enhanced regional integration
and cooperation beyond ASEAN which contributes to greater regional peace and
stability. This development also reinforces the evolving ASEAN-centered
regional architecture.

10. Central to the success of this regional architecture, however, is the
continued peaceful interaction amongst the major powers that have an impact on
the region. Critical to such peaceful interaction is (1) the development of an
effective ASEAN Community and a responsive regional architecture that can
address common challenges, (2) the mutual acceptance of “rules of the game”
that guide actions and activities in the region, and (3) an increased perception that
growing prosperity and continued stability in the region is a positive sum game,
rather than a zero sum game.

11.  Overlapping land and maritime boundary claims and disputes between
countries in the region are being addressed in bilateral frameworks as well as
amongst the parties directly concerned. There appears to be a shared interest in
the region that such issues should remain contained and not internationalized.
With regard to the South China Sea, overlapping claims should be addressed by
the parties concerned in a peaceful manner. But there are also aspects with regard
to the South China Sea that can affect other stakeholders. The adoption of the
Guidelines on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in
the South China Sea (DoC) last year is therefore an important step forward and
should be followed by implementation of activities under the DoC by ASEAN
Member States and China. This, as well as the development of a Code of Conduct
(CoC) by ASEAN Member States and China, would contribute to peace,
prosperity and stability in the South China Sea. It would also help promote the
security and safety of sea lanes of communication in the area which is important
to the economic livelihood of countries in the region and those beyond.



12. The continuing impasse with regard to the situation on the Korean
Peninsula can have a long-term impact on the peace, stability and prosperity of
the region. The nuclear issue, including its implications for security on the
Korean Peninsula, the surrounding areas and the global nuclear non-proliferation
regime under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT),
remain important concerns of the international community. The tension on the
Korean Peninsula was aggravated by the rocket launch on the Korean Peninsula
earlier this year which was swiftly condemned by the UN Security Council.
Implementation of the relevant UN Security Council resolutions is important to
address the concerns of the parties concerned and the international community.
Furthermore, there should be continued support for the Six Party Talks. The ARF
could also be used as appropriate by the parties concerned to help build
momentum for the rebuilding of trust and confidence on these issues. The
fundamental goal remains the attainment of peace, stability and prosperity in a
denuclearized Korean Peninsula, through trust and confidence.

13.  The threat of proliferation in all aspects of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD), and related materials and technologies, continue to pose a challenge to
the Asia-Pacific region. One of the important developments this year is the
expected signing of the Protocol to the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free
Zone (SEANWEFZ) Treaty by the Nuclear Weapon States which would signify
their endorsement of the SEANWFZ Treaty. ASEAN has also been
reinvigorating its efforts to enhance cooperation on issues such as nuclear safety,
based on the standards of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and
in cooperation with existing regional frameworks such as the Asian Nuclear
Safety Network (ANSN). As one of the commercial and logistics hubs of
Southeast Asia, Thailand recognises the importance of protecting the ASEAN
Community and beyond from those who may seek to abuse enhanced
connectivity in order to engage in nuclear terrorism.

C. Evolving Regional Security Architecture

14. The inclusive security architecture in the Asia-Pacific region is being
reinforced by a continuing norms-building process in the region comprising the
envisaged accession of the Nuclear Weapon States (NWS) to the Protocol to the
Treaty on Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) this year and
the envisaged accession of the European Union, the United Kingdom and Brazil
to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC). New emerging
arrangements and institutions based on ASEAN centrality such as an expanded
ASEAN Maritime Forum and an ASEAN Institute for Peace and Reconciliation
should also contribute to this security architecture.

——
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15.  An important factor in the development of an effective regional security
architecture will be the enhanced coordination and building of synergies between
various arrangements such as the East Asia Summit (EAS), ARF and
the ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) Plus. Key areas where
enhanced coordination and synergies would be helpful include humanitarian
assistance and disaster management, maritime security, peacekeeping
and counter-terrorism. The development of networks amongst the related entities
or institutions of the EAS, ARF and ADMM Plus on such cross - cutting issues
would help strengthen the regional response to such issues, if and when needed.
Improving this “functional connectivity” would enable States and organizations
to better pool their resources and design programmes and activities with minimal
overlaps in order to address effectively these common cross-border challenges.

D. National Security and Defence Policy

16.  According to the Government Policy Statement announced to the Thai
Parliament on 9 August 2011, the military is an integral part of the national
security policy with the ultimate goal of safeguarding the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state and national interest. Military
professionalism within the democratic framework will be reinforced both in
terms of its ability to work with the public to protect national security and its role
on humanitarian assistance, especially in times of disaster. The capability of the
armed forces will be enhanced to support defense cooperation with allies as
well as peacekeeping operations under the UN framework. Issues of common
concern with neighboring countries will be resolved in an atmosphere of mutual
trust and confidence. The defense industry will be developed to support domestic
production of military equipment for self defense.

17. The Thai armed forces have played an important role in supporting
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) efforts that are led by civilian
agencies at the national level. They will also supplement regional HADR efforts
when requested at the bilateral level or in appropriate regional frameworks
including ASEAN. During the massive floods in the central region of Thailand
last year, Thai army, navy, and air forces proved to be ‘soldiers of the people’
through their tireless work in supporting civilian agencies in evacuating people
from affected areas, transferring relief supplies, repairing water gates and flood
barriers, as well as engaging in search and rescue operations.

18. Each year, Thailand has been hosting one of the largest multi-national
defence exercises in the world, namely, Cobra Gold. Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia,
the Republic of Korea, Singapore, Thailand, and the United States, as well as
observers from other countries participated in these exercises. The main goal of




the exercises is to increase interoperability with participating nations and to
promote security throughout the Asia-Pacific region. The 31% Cobra Gold
comprised computer-simulated Command Post Exercise (CPX) as well as naval,
land and air combat operations including mock amphibious assaults, undersea
warfare, and strike operations. Young staff officials from participating nations
learned different approaches of combat tactics and how to work with their
counterparts in different cultures. Military Operation Other Than War
(MOOTWAR) was also combined in the exercises. Non-combatant Evacuation
Operations set a scene to transfer people to safer ground. New technology was
employed such as Non-combatant Tracking System which records the
information of evacuees and assigns identification numbers for reference and
tracing purposes. Humanitarian Civil Action (HCA) provided a new school
building and medical care in Nakhon Ratchasima province in northeastern
Thailand.

19. The Thai armed forces have engaged in various United Nations
peacekeeping and other missions worldwide for several decades, serving in the
Asia-Pacific, the Middle East and Africa. One of the most recent operations was
Thailand’s contribution to United Nations/African Union Hybrid Mission in
Darfur (UNAMID). As the only peacekeepers from outside the African Union in
UNAMID, the Thai battalion conducted its mission during December 2010 —
August 2011 and August 2011 — June 2012, with some 1,600 soldiers
participating. The Thai peacekeepers incorporated humanitarian activities into
their missions and were able to reach out to the local population in 175 areas, 113
of which could not be accessed by UNAMID forces due to the security situation.
Thai peacekeepers were successful in developing good relationships with
community leaders by extending assistance in road and bridge repairs, drilling
underground water, culture exchange, as well as introduction of the new theory of
agriculture and the philosophy of Sufficiency Economy of His Majesty the King.

20. Thailand’s most recent contribution to a UN peacekeeping operation is the
secondment of a Duty Officer to the Naval Operation Center for the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). Under the ASEAN framework,
Thailand and Indonesia proposed a joint paper on the Establishment of ASEAN
Peacekeeping Center Network which was adopted at the ASEAN Defense
Minister’s Meeting (ADMM) in May 2011.
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Defence Data'

21.  For the fiscal year 2012, the budget of 5,270 million US dollars, or 2.06
percent of 2010 GDP, was allocated for military expenditures. 98 percent of the
expenditures was for programmes on strengthening the country’s defense system.
The remaining budget was set aside for addressing the acts of violence in the
Southern Border Provinces of Thailand, creating unity among the Thai people,
rectifying narcotic problems and protecting the institution of the monarchy. The
numbers of forces, as of May 2008, of Army, Navy and Air Force were 251,937,
78,051 and 47,621 officials, in that order.

E. National Contribution to Regional Security
Counter-Terrorism

22. Thailand’s overall strategy on counter terrorism is to tackle root causes
such as poverty, social marginalization or discord, and lack of access to resources
by using economic policies and engagement with civil society through cross-
culture programmes and education, especially among children and youth.
Thailand is expediting the process of passing the amended Prevention and
Suppression of Money Laundering Act and the Act on Combating the Financing
of Terrorism. The cabinet approved the drafts of both Acts in May 2012 and has
forwarded them to the Thai Parliament. The new laws are designed to close
existing gaps and to comprehensively cover more institutions required to report
their transactions.

23.  Recognizing the potential unintended consequences of enhanced
connectivity such as increase in cross-border transnational crimes, Thailand has
hosted a workshop on “Cross-border Management: A Key to Efficient ASEAN
Connectivity” between 13-14 June 2012 in Bangkok to develop more effective
regional safeguards to address these challenges.

Disarmament, Non-Proliferation and Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
24.  As a Non Nuclear-Weapon State under the NPT and a State Party to the

Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ), Thailand
adheres strictly to all three pillars of the NPT non-proliferation regime and fully
supports the UN Security Council Resolutions 1540 and 1977. Under Thai
initiative as announced at the 2012 Nuclear Security Summit, ASEAN is
exploring the establishment of a network of nuclear regulatory bodies in
Southeast Asia that would help make the region safer from nuclear terrorism.

: Thailand’s report on international arm transfers as of calendar year 2010 is as following:

- Import of 14 armoured combat vehicles from Ukrain, 1,632 of revolvers and self-loading pistols from Israel,
240 of rifles and carbines from Israel, 80 of recoilless rifles from China, 30 portable anti-tank missile launchers
and rocket systems from Russia, and 946 mortars of calibers less than 75 mm from Italy.

- No exports




25.  Other measures undertaken by Thailand to support nonproliferation include
participation in the network of Seismic Monitoring Stations, the Radionuclide
Monitoring Station, as well as the Megaports Initiative and Container Security
Initiative (CSI). Thailand is also in the process of establishing a nuclear forensics
centre at the Office of Atoms for Peace with the objective to enhance capacity
building for relevant national authorities in the areas of nuclear forensics. We co-
hosted with the US the ARF Workshop on Non-proliferation Nuclear Forensics
in December 2011 in Bangkok, and for the inter-sessional year 2012-2013,
Thailand agreed with the US to co-host the 2™ ARF CBM Seminar on
Implementation of UNSCR 1540.

26. On the peaceful uses front, Thailand, as the Vice-Chair of the Nuclear
Energy Cooperation — Sub Sector Network (NEC — SSN), co-hosted with the
ASEAN Center for Energy (ACE) the 3™ NEC — SSN Meeting in April 2012, in
Bangkok to discuss the role of public education on nuclear issues, and Nuclear as
the Clean Energy Alternative Option, and the NEC-SSN Work Programme 2012-
2013.

Ilicit Drugs
27. Thailand seeks to address the challenge posed by illicit drugs through a

comprehensive domestic approach and cooperation with other countries and
organizations. In September 2011, Thailand prioritized drug control to be a
national agenda by announcing the Fighting Against Drug Strategy with a vision
to reduce drug abuse within a year. In this connection, the Fighting Against Drug
Operation Center was set up to monitor and receive information from other
provinces in a real time manner. For the second phase, the agenda would focus on
regional cooperation and would include activities such as ‘Mekong Operation’
with the aim to address the challenge of control drugs on both sides of Mekong
River, ‘Seal Border Operation’ by community immunization and interception of
smuggling, and ‘Counter Drug and Trafficking Operation’. In August this year,
Thailand will host a Special Ministerial Meeting on Cooperation in Drug Matter
with a view to giving political impetus toward the 2015 drug-free ASEAN.

Trafficking in Persons
28. Thailand has consistently played a proactive role in preventing and
suppressing the problem of trafficking in persons (TIP). Last year marked the
start of the implementation of the second National Policy Strategy on human
trafficking for 2011 — 2016, which incorporated the inputs from stakeholders
such as labor and civil society organizations. The Government has increased
efforts in training immigration officials and labor prosecutors on victim
identification among vulnerable population through screening checkpoints at
airports and border crossing. Since its establishment in October 2010 the Center
to Suppress, Arrest and Prosecute Alien Workers Working Underground and
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Human Trafficking Processes, in cooperation with the Royal Thai Police and
Department of Employment, reported crackdowns of illegal foreign workers
which were traced back to transnational trafficking offenders and influential
groups throughout 2011 and early 2012.

29. In the Bali Process on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and
Related Transnational Crime, Thailand plays an active role in the Steering Group
and contributes at all levels. During 30 May — 1 June 2011, Thailand co-hosted
with Australia the Technical Expert Workshop on Mutual Legal Assistance and
Law Enforcement Cooperation in Bangkok, where participants from ASEAN,
South Asia, East Asia, and South Pacific shared experiences on responding to
MLA requests and exchanged views on challenges in cooperation due to
disparities of domestic legal frameworks. This year, Thailand co-hosted with
Australia the Ad Hoc Group (AHG) Visa Integrity Workshop for Foreign
Mission Staff during 23 — 26 July. More importantly, pursuant to the
endorsement by Co-Chairs of the Bali Process in February 2012 on the
establishment of the Regional Support Office (RSO) in Bangkok, the second
meeting of the Working Group on the RSO in April 2012 at the office of
International Organization (IMO) made recommendation on relevant issues such
as membership, venue, budget, TOR, reporting line, and activities to the AHG
Senior Officials’ Meeting in June 2012. The RSO is expected to be
operationalized within this year with the task of developing a model of best
practices of refugee protection and campaigning against irregular movement,
human trafficking and cross-border people smuggling. Its future expansion will
extend cooperation to other regions.

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR)

30. Thailand has actively promoted enhanced regional cooperation in HADR
following the 2004 Tsunami and has taken forward such cooperation during the
time of its ASEAN Chairmanship in 2009. There are several important elements
in Thailand’s inclusive approach to HADR cooperation. First is undertaking a
regional mapping of HADR capabilities and capacities in the region. Second is
strengthening of networks and synergies in cooperation among various centers,
institutes or arrangements that deal with HADR within Southeast Asia and the
Asia-Pacific. Third is upgrading Thailand’s HADR facilities and capabilities in
order to better support regional HADR efforts in the future. Fourth is ensuring
effective civilian-military coordination in order to have an effective and timely
response to emergencies. Fifth is promoting close coordination on HADR
activities across regional and sub-regional fora, whether they be ASEAN, ARF,
ADMM Plus of EAS, i.e. enhancing “functional connectivity” in the area of
HADR. And sixth is supporting an effective interface between regional and
multilateral action and planning on HADR.



31. To enhance regional dialogue on HADR, Thailand, co-chairing with Viet
Nam and ASEAN Secretariat, organized the 3" Workshop on ASEAN Defence
Establishments and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) Cooperation on Non-
Traditional Security: Table Top Exercise (TTX) on Disaster Management and
Humanitarian Assistance (DMHA) in Bangkok in August last year. Next year,
Thailand and the Republic of Korea will co-chair the ARF Disaster Relief
Exercise (DiREx 2013) to strengthen the effective military-civilian coordination
among the ARF participants.

32.  As Chair of the ASEAN Committee on Disaster Management (ACDM)
this year, Thailand will focus on bringing the AHA Center to full
operationalization, engaging all stakeholders for institutionalization of the
ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response
(AADMER) at the national level, as well as implementation of the AADMER
Work Programme. These actions will be undertaken while bearing in mind the
need to develop synergies with activities of other regional entities and the
importance of implementing the ASEAN Statement on dealing with the
challenges of floods.

Maritime Security

33. Thailand attaches importance to enhanced regional and international
cooperation to protect and safeguard Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC) on
which depends commercial shipping. Domestically, the Thai National Security
Council (NSC) is finalizing the Maritime Security Strategy 2012 — 2016 which
targets the preservation of national maritime sovereignty and interests in a secure
and sustainable manner as well as modernization of maritime authorities and
domestic laws to respond to changing environments. The modalities for the
establishment of a Coast Guard are being actively considered.

34. At the regional level, with a view to enhancing dialogue and coordination
on relevant maritime issues amongst ASEAN Member States, Thailand hosted
and chaired the 2" ASEAN Maritime Forum in Pattaya during 17 — 18 August
2011. The Meeting made recommendations on enhancing maritime domain
awareness, implementing relevant agreements on search and rescue and
environmental protection, as well as engaging with other ASEAN sectoral bodies.
Thailand continues to have active participation in the Malacca Straits
Coordinated Patrol since September 2008 and the Eyes in the Sky air patrol since
January 2009.

35.  With regard to actions beyond this region, The Royal Thai Navy (RTN)
has participated in anti-piracy operations with the Combined Maritime Forces
(CMF) which seeks to curb piracy and armed robbery at sea in the Gulf of Aden
and off the coast of Somalia. Anti-piracy task units of the RTN took part in
operations during September 2010-January 2011 and July-November 2011.
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36. At the global level, Thailand became a State Party of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 2011 and will cooperate closely
with international organizations such as the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) where it is an active Council Member of Group C dealing with sea freight
and maritime navigation.

Role of the ARF

37. Thailand supports and extends its cooperation to all ARF participants in
making the ARF a central pillar in the evolving regional architecture — a pillar
that is responsive and effective in addressing the multi-dimensional challenges to
peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region. During the course of 2012, the ARF
has responded to the evolution of the ADMM Plus by making some
recommendations on how to strengthen linkages between the two entities such as
through cross participation in the relevant meetings and by strengthening the
coordinating role of the ASEAN Secretariat.

38. Nevertheless, two of the fundamental challenges of the ARF which are
directly related to the question of the ARF’s relevance to the region are (1) how
to improve synergies between the ARF and other entities such as the EAS and
ADMM Plus and (2) how to move the ARF towards preventive diplomacy or PD.
These should be some of the priorities of the ARF in the next few years. To
support the ARF’s deliberations on these two important challenges, the role of
Track II such as the CSCAP will be valuable.

39. Thailand believes that through enhanced cooperation, development of
greater mutual trust and confidence, and effective coordination with other
regional entities that deal with security issues, the ARF can remain a central
pillar in the evolving regional security architecture that is inclusive and ASEAN-
centered. This would help lead to a more predictable and constructive pattern of
relations for the Asia-Pacific region that would provide a firm foundation for
continued peace, stability and prosperity.
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ASEAN Regional Forum Vision Statement

We, the Foreign Minister of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)
Participants, gather today on 23 july 2009 in Phuket, Thailand to celebrate the
15" anniversary of the ARF after its establishment in Bangkok in 1994.
Representing Participants located in or with a key stake in the wide expanse of
the Asia-Pacific, we chart a Vision for ARF by 2020 and its place in the region
to ensure that our peoples can thrive and prosper in a safe, peaceful and
harmonious environment. In so doing, we reaffirm our commitments to the
principles that have guided our cooperation well over the past 15 years.

Building a Region of Peace, Friendship and Prosperity

1. We see the ARF as a central pillar in the evolving regional security
architecture. Taking into account other regional arrangements, fora and
cooperative frameworks that have emerged over the years, it is vital for the
AREF to signifacantly contribute to the changing political landscape and
evolving regional security architecture and make further efforts to raise its
effectiveness.

2. We envision the Asia-Pacific as a region of lasting peace, stability,
friendship and prosperity where States and organizations, both within and
outside the region, work in a spirit of mutual trust, appreciation and respect to
overcome security threats and challenges and prevent escalation of potential
conflicts with a view to creating an environment conducive to sustainable
development, social progress and improved quality of life for all peoples in the
region.

3. We envision a region where States, institutions and other relevant
organizations actively cooperate in promoting a culture of peace, tolerance,
mutual understanding, respect and dialogue amongst peoples, cultures,
religions and civilizations through the sharing and shaping of norms and
values

Guiding Approaches

4. We reaffirm ASEAN’s role as the primary driving force in the ARF
process. Noting the ASEAN Charter, we are committed to realizing enhanced
synergies between the ASEAN Political-Security Community and the ARF. We
also pledge close consultations with and the participation, support and
cooperation of all ARF Participants in moving forward the ARF process.




5. We commit to move the ARF at a pace comfortable to all Participants in
its evolution from the stage of confidence-building measures to the

development of preventive diplomacy, while bearing in mind the ultimate stage
where we can elaborate approaches to conflict resolution.

6. We envision the accession by all ARF participants to the Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) which contributes further to
the region’s long-term peace and stability and testifies to the deeper trust and
higher level of cooperation between and among ARF Participants. We
recognize the importance of fully adhering to the purposes and principles of the
TAC.

Enhancing Cooperation for Action

7. Taking into account the principles and approaches mentioned above,
including the UN and ASEAN Charters, we pledge to cultivate and nurture
amongst the ARF Participants a habit of constructive dialogue, cooperation and
greater transparency on political and security issues of common interest and
concern and, as much as possible, to reconcile any differing views among us in
order to address and reduce threats to regional peace and security, as follows:

* Strengthen ARF’s role in raising awareness on security challendes and
intensifying confidence building and cooperation.

* Develop preventive diolomacy in priority areas that directly affect our
peoples and that are insurmountable through our individual actions
alone, namely those pertaining to non-traditional, transboundary and
inter-state security challenges including working towards mutually
acceptable early warning mechanisms.

* Make the ARF an action-oriented mechanism that develops concrete and
effective responses to the common chalenges confronting the Asia-
Pacific region, such as terrorism and transnational crime, disaster relief,
maritime security and non-proliferation and disarmament, and those that
may arise in the future.

* Maintain comprehensive approaches to regional security issues, as
appropriate, including developing codes of conduct, guidelines, common
standard operating procedures and best practices along with standby
arrangements, effective interoperable collective responses and enhanced
capability including through joint exercises in specific areas of activity
agreeable to all Participants.

* Encourage greater participation in ARF activities by a broad spectrum of
agencies and officials including defense and security.
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* Develop feasible preventive diplomacy capabilities through, amongst
others, norm-building and enhanced channels of communication.

* Promote the role of the ARF Chair including enhancing the Friends of
the ARF Chair mechanism that, with the consent of the ARF
Participants involved, can help address situations of common concern.
The Secretary-General of ASEAN could also serve as a point first
contact ib case of emergency or crisis.

* Develop more advanced institutional features for ARF which could
include the development of stronger secretariat support by providing

necessary resources to the ARF Unit.

Building Partnerships for Comprehensive Security

8. We envision the ARF developing fruitful partnerships and networks of
cooperation amongst various security organizations and fora in the Asia-Pacific
region and other regions as well as with international organizations with a view to
creating feasible synergies between them on issues of common concerns.

9. We belive that Track II organizations, including the ARF Experts and
Eminent Persons (EEPs), ASEAN ISIS and CSCAP, and with the consensus of
ideas and policy inputs and help raise public awareness of the ARF.

Implementation

To fulfill our Vision, we will develop a plan of action and undertake a regular
review of its implementation.
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