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• Outside China, Thailand was the 
first country to detect a case of 
COVID-19. After an initial
spike in cases, Thailand went 102 
days between May and September 
without any reported
local transmission of COVID-19. .1 
Thailand’s four decades of 
investment in its health system
has positioned the Country to 
effectively respond to the current 
public health crisis.

A doctor examines a patient at the 
Fever and Ari Clinic at Samut Sakhon.

Credit: WHO/Ploy Phutpheng
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THAILAND
How a Strong Health 
System Fights a Pandemic



Can the country’s low rate of coronavirus 
infections be attributed to culture? Genetics? 
Face masks? Or a combination of all three?

No One Knows What Thailand Is Doing Right, 
but So Far, It's Working

The New York Times Article
By Hannah Beech Photographs by Adam Dean
Published July 16, 2020. Updated Nov. 1, 2021
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Development Cooperation Policy Direction 
on COVID-19 Recovery (Security and Resilience)

Such as capacity building for national health system, cross-border communicable 
disease control, health emergency, health volunteers and the promotion of Medical 
Hub and Medical Tourism 

Such as labour skill development for cross-border economy including the 
Special Economic Zones, SMEs, digital economy or Community-Based Tourism 

Such as food processing and productivity, smart agriculture, and an application of 
Thailand’s home-grown approach on the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP)

Such as renewable energy for food production, 
and environmentally friendly technology. 



Roles of TICA

TICA’s main task is to coordinate Thailand’s development cooperation as well as various 
economic, social, technical assistance and human resource development cooperation and 
scholarships with other countries and international organizations around the world 



TICA as Development Partner

From receiving to sharing

1954

Committee for Technical and 
Economic Assistance 
established 
as Thailand’s focal point
for receiving foreign aid and 
cooperation.

1963

Department of Technical and 
Economic Cooperation 
(DTEC) established under
the Office of the Prime 
Minister.

1991

Thailand’s policy shifted to 
focus on achieving shared 
security and prosperity among 
neighboring countries and 
initiated 
the Annual International 
Training Courses (AITC).

2000

DTEC Initiated 
the Thailand International 
Postgraduate Programme
(TIPP)

2002

Thailand advanced its 
development to be a provider 
of ODA. 

DTEC transferred to be under 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

2003

DTEC Initiated 
the Friends from Thailand 
(FFT) Volunteer programme
and dispatched Thai volunteers 
internationally.

2004

DTEC transformed to Thailand 
International Development 
Cooperation Agency (TICA) 
under the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs responsible for 
providing development 
cooperation.

2015

Thailand International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency (TICA) designated as 
the main agency overseeing 
Thailand’s ODA and 
development cooperation.
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Developers and coordinators from all 
stakeholders having the same idea 
about the matter at hand and the 
development priorities are the core of a 
sustainable continuation of that all 
development programmes. 

Demand-Driven 
Approach



Thailand’s Areas of Expertise

Thailand’s 
Best Practices 

in 
Development

1. Agriculture 
& Rural 

Development

2. Public 
Health

3. Sufficiency 
Economy 

Philosophy

4. Tourism

5. Community 
Development

6. Natural 
Resources, 

Environment, 
and Energy

6.a Climate 
change 

solution and 
mitigation

Science and 
Technology

2a Universal 
Health 

Coverage

2b Mother 
and Child 

Health

2c 
Epidemiology

Trade and 
Industry

Education and 
Human 

Resources 
Development



Sufficiency 
Economy 
Philosophy for 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals of Thailand

Edited by ODT, from TSDF



All level study visit

Living Classroom

Organic Agricultural Practice

Entrepreneur Training



Series of webinars and online medical consultation



https://bit.ly/2UrhFDs

TICA’s Knowledge Bank

“Strengthening Preparedness and Response to Pandemic of COVID-19”



TICA Human Resources Development Missions

More than 10,000 scholars from more than 50 countries worldwide study from courses 
offered by Thailand’s top universities in the last 5 years



Public Health

Examples of Annual International Training Course Online

Collaborative and Development of Health System : How to Strengthen the Capacity of Public 
Health Personnel during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Early Childhood Health Promotion and Health Care Management : Beyond COVID-19 Era

Tropical Medicine, Community Health Care and Research. 

The New Normal with Sufficiency Economy Philosophy towards Sustainable Development

Sufficiency Economy in Microfinance for SMEs Development

Food Security-Postharvest, Processing and Product Development of Selected Agro-Industrial Products

Contribution of Food Science and Technology to the Next Normal of Food Industry.

Sustainable Production Chain of Safety Fruits and Vegetables Commodity with Innovation and Drying 
Technology of Developing Country 

Community Empowerment to Strengthen Maternal and Neonatal Health Care during the COVID-19 
Pandemic Security-Postharvest, Processing and Product Development of Selected Agro-Industrial Products

Health Security

Job Security

Sufficiency Economy 
Philosophy (SEP)

Food Security



Sufficiency Economy Philosophy Study Centres

Sustainable Agricultural 
Development based on the 
Application of SEP in Lesotho

SEP Study Centre
in Agricultural Vocational 
School in Lao PDR

Agricultural Development Cooperation Project based on SEP in Tonga



Community Agricultural 
Development Project at the 
Abbaye de Keur Moussa, 
in Thies, Senegal

Silpakorn’s Parabola 
Dome Dryer
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Current state of global challenges



Advantages of 
partnerships and its 

implications



Macro-level barriers for promoting global 
partnerships and how we respond



Micro-level barriers for 
promoting global partnerships 
and how we respond





Thank You!

tica-thaigov.mfa.go.th/

For more information, please visit
Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand 
at

There are still many more 
TICA missions to be explore

More development programmes

Friends From Thailand 
Volunteer Programmes

The upcoming Global South-South 
Development Expo


