Course Detail
Master of Arts Program in International Development

1. Course Title: Master of Arts Program in International Development

2. Master Degree: Master of Arts Program in International Development
M.A. (International Development)

3. Academic Institution: School of Social Innovation, Mae Fah Luang University

4. Duration: Two (2) academic years (August 2025 — July 2027)

5. Background and Rationale:

The Master of Arts Program in International Development aims to produce graduates who
become “change makers” for sustainable development with a perspective to analyze problems and
develop societies without focusing only on the state as the center but rather putting the people or
human beings as the center of cooperation with the government and other sectors of societies at
various levels for the development within the country, in the Mekong sub-region, and Southeast
Asia. The change makers can review and change unsustainable developments in coping with
complex changes in economic, social, political, and environmental aspects that lead to instability
in human beings at the community, society, country, region, and world levels by applying the
knowledge gained from the curriculum to design social innovations to construct human security
and partnerships for international development (Social Re-constructivism: Human Security and
Partnership for International Development).

The curriculum has established a teaching and learning approach to both construct
knowledge and wisdom by the learners (Constructivism) through related theories, and learning
through networking (Connectivism), which is the process of connecting from a variety of sources
through learning activities(such as Problem-Based Learning and Project-Based Learning), and
assignments that develop learners with Area-Based approach so that learners can integrate
knowledge to analyze and synthesize the practical cases. These research process (Research-Based
Learning) will be the foundations for learners to construct new knowledge.

After World War 11 until today, prevailing development ideologies in economics, society,
politics, and the environment have predominantly given importance to the state. The state is the
center, which has the characteristics of keeping power in the state and managing the bureaucratic
system with a top-down approach, and often proves inadequate in addressing and resolving the
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arising issues. Therefore, there is a need to transition from this viewpoint to one that emphasizes
collaboration between the state and civil society through partnership and networking. To analyze
problems and to present problem-solving by using the concept of human security as a guideline
for analyzing problems and then using the concept of partnership for international development.
This perspective, unique to the program, as no other curriculum globally incorporates it in tandem
for analyzing human issues using the concept of human security, while simultaneously proposing
coping strategies.

Significant importance is placed on building partnerships for international development at
various levels, from communities and societies to nations, regions, and internationally. This aligns
with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations and other organizations,
focusing on presenting solutions to various problems that lead to human insecurity. To adopt a
single perspective SDGs in developing a curriculum is not comprehensive enough. SDGs are
merely "goals with indicators" and do not specifically point out the methods to analyze the root
causes of problems arising from unsustainable development that fails to prioritize humans at its
core. This has led to the instability that humanity is currently facing.

The Master of Arts Program in International Development is an English program aimed to
strengthen students who seek for knowledge and skills to strengthen Human Security and
Partnership for International Development. The structure of the program is divided into 3 parts:
required courses, elective courses and thesis. With the emphasis on practical skills, students are
required to apply fieldwork as one of the main research methods.

6. Objectives:

1) To produce change makers who have knowledge of human security and partnerships for
international development.

2) To produce graduates who can analyze problems related to human insecurity that affect
development in various fields within the country, in the Mekong Sub-region, in Southeast
Asia, and in the Asian region.

3) To produce graduates who can propose development guidelines to deal with, manage, and
solve human insecurity by using the concepts of partnership for international development,
concepts of Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations, and concepts of
sustainable development of various other agencies within the country, in the Mekong sub-
region, Southeast Asia, and the Asian region.
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7. Course Details

7.1 Study Plan for Plan 1.2 (Course works and Research)

- Study Plan for Plan 1.2 (Course works and Research)

Year 1
Semester 1 Semester 2
Course Course Name Credit Course Course Name Credit
Code Code
2301722 | International 3(3-0-6) 2301726 Special Topic in 3(3-0-6)
Development and International
Current Affairs Development
2301723 | Human Security: 3(3-0-6) 23017xx Elective 1 3(3-0-6)
Theories and Practices
2301724 | Global Partnership and 3(3-0-6) 23017xx Elective 2 3(3-0-6)
Sustainable
Development
2301725 | Research Methodology 3(3-0-6) 23017xx Elective 3 3(3-0-6)
in International
Development
Total (credits) 12 Total (credits) 12
Year
Semester 1 Semester 2
Course Course Name Credit Course Course Name Credit
Code Code
2301792 Thesis 6 (0-18-6) | 2301792 Thesis 6 (0-18-6)
Total (credits) 12 Total (credits) 12
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- Thesis Plan

Thesis Procedure Perioed

1) Thesis Topic Submission August 2026 - September 2026

2) Appointment of Thesis Advisor August 2026 - September 2026

3) Thesis Proposal Defense October 2026 - December 2026

4) Human Research Ethics Approval October 2026 - December 2026

5) Thesis Data Collection January 2027 - March 2027

6) Academic Publication January 2027 - July 2027

7) Thesis Defense March 2027 - June 2027

8) Thesis Submission July 2027

7.2 Course Content for Plan 1.2 (Course works and Research) 36 credits

1. Required Course (Minimum Credit Units : 15 Credit)
2301722 International Development and Current Affairs 3 (3-0-6)
2301723 Human Security: Theories and Practices 3 (3-0-6)
2301724 Global Partnership and Sustainable Development 3 (3-0-6)
2301725 Research Methodology in International Development 3 (3-0-6)
2301726 Special Topic in International Development 3 (3-0-6)

2. Elective Course (Minimum Credit Units : 9 Credit)
2.1 Political Security Group (Minimum Credit Units :

2301727 Southeast Asia in Global Politics 3 (3-0-6)
2301728 Political Conflict and Human Insecurity 3 (3-0-6)
2301729 International Organizations and Networks for Global Partnership 3 (3-0-6)

2.2 Environmental Security Group (Minimum Credit Units :

2301730 Environmental Governance in Southeast Asia 3 (3-0-6)
2301731 Food, Energy, and Resource-Based Conflict 3 (3-0-6)
2301732 Community Resilience and Rural Development 3 (3-0-6)
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2.3 Social Security Group (Minimum Credit Units :

2301733 Diversity and Inclusion in International Development 3 (3-0-6)
2301734 Mainstreaming Gender in Development 3 (3-0-6)
2301735 Human Rights and Development 3 (3-0-6)

3. Thesis (Minimum Credit Units : 12 Credit)
2301792 Thesis 12 (0-36-12)

7.3 Course Description for Plan 1.2 (Course works and Research) 36 credits
1. Required Course (Minimum Credit Units : 15 Credit)
2301722 International Development and Current Affairs 3 (3-0-6)
Understanding theories and practices as well as dilemmas of international development;
international development history, major theories and approaches; major institutions, major issues
and challenges shaping today's world as well as the complexity and the cross-cutting issues of
international development, especially those involving global issues.
2301723 Human Security: Theories and Practices 3 (3-0-6)
Concepts and theories of human security; human security problem; analysis of various
threats which affect human security, including new threats such as poverty, inequality,
environment, disaster, and conflict; roles and mechanisms in enhancing and improving human

security.

2301724 Global Partnership and Sustainable Development 3 (3-0-6)

Ideas, concepts, and theories of sustainable development and global partnership in the
paradigm of international development; sustainable development and global partnership through
various important regional and global development platforms; various strategies on partnership to
bring collaboration to handle human insecurity being adopted such as Public-Private Partnership,
bottom-up approach, stakeholder collaboration, policy development design with joint decision
making, conflict management, negotiation and conflict management process.

2301725 Research Methodology in International Development 3 (3-0-6)
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Broad knowledge on philosophy, epistemology, and problematization for social science
research methodology. The research methods of qualitative and quantitative approaches, data
collection, and data analysis. How to develop and write a research proposal and a research report,

including literature reviews, conceptualization, research findings, and theoretical discussion.

2301726 Special Topic in International Development 3 (3-0-6)
Special topics for human security and global partnership in international development;
understanding and ability for application of theories and concepts; analysis of important social

issues in international development.

2. Elective Course (Minimum Credit Units : 9 Credit)
2.1 Political Security Group (Minimum Credit Units :

2301727 Southeast Asia in Global Politics 3 (3-0-6)
Historical and contemporary contexts shaping politics in Southeast Asian Nations; the regional

dynamics and international politics of Southeast Asia; the region’s political and security issues in global

context; political security and complex interactions among states in the region in the midst of influences

from external power; Southeast Asia’s relevance and challenges to transnational political and security

interests and threats, including the threat of global terrorism, geopolitical competition among great

powers and the promotion of human rights and democracy.

2301728 Political Conflict and Human Insecurity 3 (3-0-6)

Theories and concepts of conflict, violence, and conflict management in the field of Peace and
Conflict Studies; analytical tool to analyze nation state conflict, violence and conflict management to
handle human insecurity in SEA; analysis and measurement of human insecurity; negative impacts on
each nation state; transformation of human insecurity to human security.

2301729 International Organizations and Networks for Global Partnership 3 (3-0-6)
Development and issues in the creation of international organizations and international
networks for development; approaches and theories in international relations regarding roles of
international organizations and networks in international development; global partnerships for
development in actions; analysis of factors affecting the success and failure of international
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organizations and networks for global partnerships; and prospect and challenges of international
networking for development in the 21st century.

2.2 Environmental Security Group (Minimum Credit Units :
2301730 Environmental Governance in Southeast Asia 3 (3-0-6)
Major aspects of environmental governance; approach to governing environmental problems;
examining environmental changes and problems of governance; roles of governments and civil society
in the creation, adaptation, and implementation of environmental rules and norms both at local and global
levels through case studies of environmental governance.

2301731 Food, Energy, and Resource-Based Conflict 3 (3-0-6)

Food (in)security, energy (in)security, and resource conflict; tensions, disputes, and
struggles involving control over, or access to, land, water, forest due to different meanings, needs,
and priorities; cases and discussions on security, insecurity, scarcity, sovereignty, networking, and
conflict for food and energy from global, national, to local levels; among public, private, and

people’s sectors.

2301732 Community Resilience and Rural Development 3 (3-0-6)

Concepts, theories, and development approaches in community resilience under global
society, regional development, and disasters in various forms; roles and applications of local
knowledge, networks and community relations, governance and leadership, and resources
management within the community as a basis of the community's resilience; concepts, theories,
debates, and community development policies from sociological, anthropological, and policy
studies.

2.3 Social Security Group (Minimum Credit Units :
2301733 Diversity and Inclusion in International Development 3 (3-0-6)
Historical background, concepts and challenges of social diversity and inclusion and its various
theoretical dimensions; concepts and approaches to poverty, inequality, and justice; different forms of social
diversity; analysis of poverty, discrimination, deprivation and inequality; means of inclusion through the
concerted actions from multi-stakeholder partnership to minimize the existing inequalities.
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2301734 Mainstreaming Gender in Development 3 (3-0-6)

Gender equality and gendered-based security in development; critical and analytical
theories and concepts in gender and development for policy formation and practice; WID and GAD
approaches in production (formal and informal work), reproduction (childbirth, health, and
family), gender and violence, gender and environment, empowerment of women, gendered
movements for rights, and gender diversity.

2301735 Human Rights and Development 3 (3-0-6)

Salient neologism of the inalienable, indivisible, interdependent, and interrelated linkage
of development and human rights, human beings and complex social-cultural, economic and
political interactions; people-centered rights in which proper assistance by four levels of duty-
bearers, primary duty-bearers, secondary duty-bearers, tertiary duty-bearers and external duty-
bearers; practice of rights in the development arena in preserving and protecting the vital core of
all human lives; human freedoms and human fulfillment.

3. Thesis (Minimum Credit Units : 12 Credit)

2301792 Thesis 12 (0-36-12)
Certain aspects of human security and global partnerships for international development

problems based on relevant theories and disciplines; research creativity and originality; research

outputs to contribute to the formation of a new body of knowledge.

8. Graduation Conditions:

1) The students must complete all courses required in the curriculum and have a GPAX not
lower than 3.00

2) The students have presented their thesis and passed the thesis

3) The students have submitted a complete thesis according to the format and number
required by the university.

4) A thesis paper must be published; or a thesis paper or a part of it is accepted to be
published in an academic journal(s); or the paper is presented in an academic conference
in which a full thesis paper is published in the proceedings. The regulations regarding
publication must in accordance with the program conditions and the university
announcement.
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5) The students who need to complete their degrees must have taken one of the following
English Proficiency Tests prior to his/her thesis defense:

Types of Test Required Scores
TOEFL (IBT) 72

TOEFL (ITP) Level 1 543

IELTS (Academic module) 6

CU-TEP 70

MFU-TEP 65

* The English Proficiency Test result should not exceed 2 years since the exam date. (Click to
see the MFU announcement for English Proficiency)

9. Applicant Qualifications:

1) All applicants with a bachelor’s degree in social science, political science, international
relations, international development, sociology, anthropology, history, humanity, and related
fields with cumulative undergraduate GPAX not less than 2.50 to join the program.

2) All applicants are required one of the following English Proficiency Tests with a minimum
score for admission: TOEFL (IBT) 72 / TOEFL (ITP) 543 / IELTS 6 / MFU-TEP 65 or
English score from other sources * The English Proficiency Test result should not exceed 2
years since the exam date. (Click to see the MFU announcement for English Proficiency)

3) The program admission committees make all admission considerations on a case-by-case
basis.

10. Document required:
1) Application affixed with photographs and Medical Report (Click to see application form:
https://tica-thaigov.mfa.go.th/en/page/75500-tipp-application-
form?menu=605b13dbb6f1b76ed31778b3
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2) A copy of transcript from attended institutions written in English
3) Evidence of English proficiency

4) Statement of purpose

5) Letters of recommendation from referee (Be required 2 letters)
6) A copy of passport

7) Thesis Proposal (If any)

11. Contacts:
Dr. Yuki Miyake
School of Social Innovation, Mae Fah Luang University
333 Moo 1, Thasud, Muang, Chiang Rai 57100
Tel. +66 5391 6673 E-mail: yuki.miy@mfu.ac.th
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