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Message

From Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs

In a world characterised by constant challenges and rapid changes in the economy, security,
technology, and the environment. ‘Development Cooperation’ has become a key strategic tool of
foreign policy for strengthening and deepening international relations. It not only connects people,
but also enhances the capacities of partner countries, thereby fostering relationships grounded in
equality, trust, and shared interests.

Thailand has long employed ‘development cooperation’ as a ‘diplomatic tool” to strengthen
relationships and promote constructive collaboration with the global community.
Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA), under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
plays a pivotal role in systematically driving this mission forward. Through bilateral, trilateral,
regional, and South-South cooperation, TICA promotes equitable development and sustainability.
This mission not only supports Thailand’s national focus for economic and social development,
but also contributes to the achievement of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) by 2030.

For decades, TICA has extended development cooperation to more than 130 countries across
the world, including in Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Latin America, Europe,
and the Pacific Islands. It has delivered substantial outcomes through numerous projects in areas
such as sustainable development, water management, public health, education, and the environment,
all guided by the ‘Sufficiency Economy Philosophy’ as a framework for strengthening communities
from within and supporting partner countries in achieving sustainable self-reliance. TICA’s success
has demonstrated Thailand’s potential as a ‘new donor country’. This mission not only brings pride
to operational officers, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Royal Thai Government, but also
enhances Thailand’s reputation within the global community.

The book ‘A Decade of TICA: Building on 21 Years of Development Cooperation’ has been
published to document the progress, achievements, and lessons learned from TICA’s work over the
past decades. It also aims to enhance understanding of the concept of ‘diplomacy for development’.
As a symbol of collective strength and cooperation, I firmly believe that this book stands as enduring
evidence of our pride and inspiration in Thailand’s role as a development partner, helping to advance
our shared journey toward long-term stability and sustainability at worldwide.

Sihasak Phuangketkeow
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Message

From the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA) has evolved continuously for more than
60 years, reflecting Thailand’s transition from a ‘recipient country’ to a ‘new donor country’, taking
on a proactive role in advancing development cooperation at both the regional and global levels.

‘The mission of Thailand’s development cooperation began under the Department of Technical
and Economic Cooperation (DTEC) within the Office of the Prime Minister. Over time, its role
expanded to respond to global changes, eventually leading to the establishment of the International
Development Cooperation Agency under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2004. In 2015, it was
further elevated to become “Thailand International Cooperation Agency’ (TICA), to enhance
agility and strengthen the distinctiveness of its mandate, ensuring more effective alignment with
Thailand’s contemporary foreign policy strategies.

Beyond its role as a donor country to target partners, TICA has served as a key mechanism in
advancing Thailand’s South-South and trilateral cooperation efforts. It has worked with developing
countries, developed countries, and international organisations through a wide range of projects
in areas such as agriculture, public health, education, and the environment. These initiatives have
not only supported the development of partner countries, but have also strengthened mutual
relations and promoted growth in various dimensions, including stability, economic development,
and advancement towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In addition, a distinctive
feature of Thailand’s development cooperation is the application of the Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy (SEP) as an operational framework with the objective of fostering balanced, sustainable,
and self-resilient development.

The book ‘A Decade of TICA: Building on 21 Years of Development Cooperation’ documents
TICA’s evolving journey and its expanding role in Thailand’s development cooperation mission.
As a key mechanism of foreign policy, TICA has effectively integrated both development and
diplomacy in a concrete and complementary way. The book also highlights the value of work that
seeks to build relationships, strengthen trust, and enhance international relations, thereby advancing
development as a driving force that truly connects the global community.

I deeply appreciate this book as a valuable and meaningful initiative, as it systematically compiles
TICA’s knowledge and experience while reflecting the strength and dedication of our operational
officers who have driven this mission forward. Their commitment and perseverance have enabled
TICA’s work to be recognised at the international level. This book serves as an important historical
record, and I hope it will be a useful resource for future generations of officers as they continue to
advance and strengthen Thailand’s development cooperation efforts in the years ahead.

Eksiri Pintaruchi
The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Message

From the Director-General of Thailand International Cooperation Agency

Throughout the past ten years, since the Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA)
was elevated from the International Development Cooperation Agency in 2015, the department’s
operations have reflected both continuity and change in Thailand’s role within the global community.
Thailand has progressed from a recipient country to a donor country, and ultimately to a ‘Partner
for Development’ which is ready to share and exchange knowledge, experience, and innovation in
driving sustainable development at both regional and global levels.

Under the concept of ‘Diplomacy for Development’, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs employs
the power of partnership, cooperation, and understanding as bridges to strengthen and deepen
international relationships with our partners.

The book ‘A Decade of TICA: Building on 21 Years of Development Cooperation’ has been
published to document TICAs journey and its role as a pivotal mechanism in positioning Thailand
as a globally recognised ‘Partner for Development. This book serves both as a historical record and
a valuable reference for those interested in international relations through the lens of ‘Diplomacy
for Development’, as well as in recognising the origins and contributions of TICA’s work to the
nation’s development.

I firmly believe that ‘development’ represents opportunity, and that ‘giving’ is an investment
in our shared future. TICA’s mission is not only to support, share, or exchange, but also to enhance
the country’s potential, support regional stability, and build sustainable connections with the
international community. Ultimately, ‘giving’ is not merely the act of offering what we have; it is
the collective effort to build the world we aspire to, which is characterised by equality, balance, and
development that leaves no one behind.

TICA’s achievements over the years have stemmed from the collective efforts of diverse sectors
which are public, private, academic, civil society, and allied organisations across the international
community. Above all, they are the result of the commitment of TICA’s civil servants and officers,
past and present. I extend my deepest appreciation to everyone who has contributed throughout
this path, from the most challenging days to the most rewarding ones. Together, we have gained
knowledge, grown, and created meaningful value. I hope that we will continue to preserve this
spirit of cooperation and openness as we move forward together.

Chulvat Narinthrangura
'The Director-General of Thailand International Cooperation Agency
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Overview of TICA's Development Cooperation Operations
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The Beginning of TICA

Thailand’s role in development cooperation began as a
recipient of economic and academic assistance from the United
States in 1947. This took place after President Harry S. Truman
announced the Truman Doctrine. The essence of its Point Four
Programme was to provide technical assistance, technology, and
knowledge to promote economic development in developing
countries. This became a crucial foundation for the United States’
Official Development Assistance (ODA) to developing nations at
the time.

In Thailand, the Cabinet passed a resolution on 19 July
1950 to establish the Committee for the Implementation of
President Truman’s Point Four Programme. Its role was to facilitate
local operations. Later, the committee’s name was changed to
‘The Thai Technical and Economic Committee’ or ‘TTEC’
The committee was responsible for preparing requests for assistance
in accordance with United States requirements, providing support,
and coordinating with relevant public agencies.

Afterwards, Thailand also expanded its role as an aid
recipient, receiving economic and technical assistance from various
countries. Thailand became a member of the Colombo Plan in
1954 and engaged in bilateral negotiations with several European
nations - including Germany, France, the Netherlands, Italy,
Denmark, Sweden, Israel, Switzerland, Norway, and China -
as well as with other international organisations. These partnerships
contributed to the expansion and diversification of Thailand’s
management of foreign economic and technical assistance.
To coordinate these efforts, Thai Government established The
Thai Technical and Economic Cooperation Committee (TTEC)
on 1 November 1954. The committee was responsible for
considering both the receipt and provision of economic assistance
in accordance with the Southeast Asia Treaty Organisation (SEATO)
framework, under the United States” agreements with the United
Nations and the Colombo Plan.

Later, in 1959, the Thai Government established the
Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council
(NESDC) to analyse and study the economy, as well as to formulate
national economic development plans and programmes. The office
was also responsible for reviewing requests for assistance from
foreign countries, including academic, financial, and loan-related
support, and for recommending and coordinating such
programmes in collaboration with international partners.

In May 1963, the Department of Technical and
Economic Cooperation (DTEC) was established under the
Ministry of National Development. Its responsibilities included
developing policy and implementing Thailand’s economic and
technical cooperation with other countries. On 1 October 1972,
DTEC was transferred to operate under the Office of the
Prime Minister, where it was tasked with requesting foreign
assistance in line with the National Economic and Social Development
Plan, as well as managing international aid to Thailand.

Furthermore, DTEC also acted as a donor by directly
providing Thai Aid to other countries. It organised training
programmes, study visits, and capacity-building activities for
aid-recipient nations, including the awarding of foreign scholarships
for study in Thailand which is known as Third Country Training.
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International Development Cooperation

Thailand began providing technical cooperation to
other countries in 1955 through the Third Country Training
Programme. The programme offered learning opportunities,
training courses, and study visits in Thailand for developing
countries receiving aid. These activities were often conducted in
partnership with international organisations or other donor
nations, with the Thai Government contributing part of the
funding.

In 1961, Thailand joined the Colombo Plan, providing
Thai Government scholarships to member countries for training
programmes and study visits in Thailand. Subsequently, Thailand
expanded its cooperation to include the provision of services such
as technical expertise, equipment, and consumer goods. Regarding
international development cooperation, Thailand’s assistance
under DTEC was formalised by a Cabinet Resolution on 14
January 1975. DTEC served as the central agency responsible for
managing scholarships, training programmes, and study visits in
Thailand for recipient countries under the Third Country Training
Programme. The programme was jointly funded by the Thai
Government and foreign governments, and was elevated established
as a full division within DTEC on 31 March 1993.

Consequently, Thailand achieved significant progress in
economic, social, and technical development. With decades of
experience as a recipient of technical cooperation, the country has
developed sufficient capacity to transfer its knowledge and expertise
to other developing nations, particularly those in the Mekong
region. During the premiership of General Chatichai Choonhavan
(1989 - 1990), Thailand’s foreign policy sought to transform the
battlefield into a marketplace. This approach aimed to promote
regional self-development and economic growth, fostering closer
cooperation among neighbouring Mekong countries.

This marked a significant turning point in expanding
Thailand’s development cooperation to become more concrete
and effective. In 1991, during the premiership of Anand Panyarachun,
the Government adopted a clear policy to strengthen cooperation
and relations with neighbouring countries, particularly Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam. That year, a special budget allocation
of over 200 million baht was provided to DTEC. It was the first
time that DTEC implemented a foreign aid plan, which was
presented to the Cabinet in 1991. The plan’s core objective was
to promote mutual cooperation between Thailand and recipient
countries, emphasising the fundamental needs of partner nations
in line with Thailand’s areas of expertise - such as agriculture,
education, and public health - as well as other urgent development
priorities.

During this period, Thailand’s foreign cooperation
policy was aligned with the Government’s objectives to promote
economic, technical, cultural, and human development through
both bilateral and multilateral cooperation. Thailand increasingly
provided support and assistance for the economic development of
other developing countries, particularly its neighbours. These
efforts also aimed to promote public and private sector engagement
through exports, investment expansion, and tourism promotion.
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Such cooperation proved valuable for the exchange of
economic, technical, scientific, and technological knowledge
between Thailand and partner nations. It also encouraged Thai
organisations, academic institutions, and experts to enhance their
academic and professional capacities. By focusing on human and
institutional development, which form the foundation of sustainable
growth, Thailand further advanced its internationalisation efforts.

In addition, Thailand strengthened bilateral cooperation
to establish comprehensive programmes that would deliver
tangible results. The country also increasingly promoted trilateral
cooperation initiatives and institutional partnerships between
Thai and international organisations.

In 2002, Thailand undertook a major public sector reform
through the Act on Reorganisation of Ministries, Sub-Ministries,
and Departments, which transferred the DTEC from the Office
of the Prime Minister to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In 2004, a Royal Decree was issued to dissolve DTEC
and establish the International Development Cooperation Agency
under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The agency’s mission was
to manage international cooperation activities aimed at promoting
economic, social, and technical development, as well as to support
research, publications, and training programmes. Italso coordinated
with foreign governments and international organisations to
advance both national and international development efforts.

In 2015, a further Act on the Reorganisation of Ministries,
Sub-Ministries, and Departments elevated the International
Development Cooperation Agency, Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
the Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA). TICA
became the principal agency responsible for Thailand’s
international development cooperation and for providing assistance
to other nations in line with the Government’s policy. Its mission
is to strengthen and expand relationships with neighbouring and
other partner countries, fostering greater understanding and
closer cooperation.

TICA's key responsibilities include formulating policies,
strategies, and management frameworks for international
development cooperation. Furthermore, the agency has expanded
Thailand’s role as a strategic partner in global development
cooperation. It plays a crucial role in integrating Thailand’s
international development efforts and in applying the Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy (SEP) asa model for sustainable development
worldwide.
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International cooperation is implemented in line with
its assigned missions, as follows:

Seeking to acquire advanced knowledge and technology
from foreign countries through partnerships aimed at enhancing
the capabilities of Thai organisations. These collaborations have
driven  national  development in  line with the
Government’s policies, particularly through cooperation with
key partners such as Japan, Germany, Australia, and the United
States. Furthermore, TICA serves as the central agency coordinating
with funding sources and providing partial financial support for
human resource development in Thailand’s public sector.

Cooperation for development focuses on the exchange
of knowledge and experience in various aspects of national
development with developing countries, particularly neighbouring
nations and other regions such as South Asia, the Middle East,
the Pacific Islands, Africa, and Latin America. The objective is to
strengthen institutional capacity and enhance the capabilities of
personnel in partner countries, enabling them to achieve sustainable
self-development. These efforts are carried out through various
forms of cooperation, such as:

Human Resource Development through scholarship
grants, training programme budget support, study visits, and
practical seminars in Thailand, comprising internationally
competitive scholarships - the Thailand International Postgraduate
Programme (TIPP) and the Annual International Training
Courses (AITC) - scholarships under bilateral partner country
agreements, and scholarships within regional and sub-regional
cooperation frameworks.

Deployment of volunteers under the Friends from
Thailand programme and expert personnel to undertake
development activities in accordance with recipient country
requirements, in sectors where Thailand possesses expertise
recognised by partner countries.

Supply of essential tools and equipment to support
activities within bilateral, trilateral, and sub-regional/regional
frameworks. Development cooperation initiatives designed to
cultivate sustained mutual understanding and partnerships,
serving as a vital foundation for Thailand’s soft power. For
instance, public health assistance provided to neighbouring
countries during the COVID-19 pandemic exemplifies
Thailand’s commitment as a regional partner and reinforces its
standing as a reliable collaborator.

Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries
facilitated through knowledge exchange, technical expertise, and
technology transfer between developing nations to enhance
development capacity and self-reliance. Partner countries assume
shared responsibility for operational costs. TICA has adopted the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP), representing endogenous
development wisdom, as the foundation of its international
development cooperation approach. This philosophy has been
presented in global fora under the ‘SEP for SDGs Partnership’
framework, which correlates the philosophy with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and promotes development that
cultivates resilience and sustainability, diverging from models
centred solely on economic growth. The presentation of this
philosophy constitutes a unique contribution that distinguishes
Thailand’s role and establishes it as an innovative development
partner in international fora, particularly amongst developing
countries.
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Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries
facilitated through knowledge exchange, technical expertise, and
technology transfer between developing nations to enhance
development capacity and self-reliance. Partner countries assume
shared responsibility for operational costs. TICA has adopted the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP), representing endogenous
development wisdom, as the foundation of its international
development cooperation approach. This philosophy has been
presented in global fora under the ‘SEP for SDGs Partnership’
framework, which correlates the philosophy with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and promotes development that
cultivates resilience and sustainability, diverging from models
centred solely on economic growth. The presentation of this
philosophy constitutes a unique contribution that distinguishes
Thailand’s role and establishes it as an innovative development
partner in international fora, particularly amongst developing
countries.

International development cooperation constitutes a key
instrument for advancing Thailand’s foreign policy through
‘Development Diplomacy’. This mechanism enables comprehensive
development support across multiple sectors and elevates
Thailand’s status and credibility in international fora as a reliable
development partner. It supports partner countries in attaining
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) while serving as an
essential mechanism for fostering economic cooperation, especially
at the sub-regional level.

Development cooperation initiatives undertaken by
Thailand align with government policies across various dimensions,
as follows:

Fostering robust relationships and mutual trustamongst
countries, especially through expanded engagement with nations
across the broader region. Development cooperation plays a vital
role in effectively strengthening international partnerships.

Fostering and cultivating a conducive environment for
enhanced cooperation in international trade and investment. This
includes the development of transport infrastructure to establish
connectivity between Thailand and neighbouring countries,
addressing infrastructural constraints within partner countries’
frameworks to facilitate the movement of goods and services, and
strengthening supply chain integration amongst participating
nations. The initiative enhances food security and fosters linkages
between Thailand’s production capacity and that of neighbouring
countries. It further supports investment opportunities for
Thailand’s private sector in partner countries through the
promotion of Thai exports and service provision.

Enhancing Thailand’s reputation as a responsible nation
and active participant at the international level. This elevates
Thailand’s standing within global fora as a development partner
supporting developing countries through South-South Cooperation
and Trilateral Cooperation frameworks, sharing best practices and
facilitating knowledge and experience exchange in public health,
sustainable development, tourism, and social development for
vulnerable populations.

Facilitating opportunities for Thailand to derive
developmental benefits through experiential learning and
international cooperation, including the transfer of knowledge
and technology to foster progress across diverse sectors.

Fostering international equity and security, which serves
to enhance Thailand’s long-term national safety and strategic
stability.




TICA as Development Partner

From receiving to sharing

Aid Recipient
Development Partner,

o

1990s

1954

Committee for Technical and Economic Assistance

Recipient

established as Thailand’s focal point for receiving foreign

aid and cooperation

1959

Initiated a Third Country Training Programme (TCTP)
offering trainings and study visits to other countries in
conjunction with the United Nations and other
development partners
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Development Partner
Department of Technical
and Economic Cooperation (DTEC)

V &4

1960s

1961

Initiated scholarships and training courses in Thailand
and offered to other developing countries

1963

Department of Technical and Economic Cooperation
(DTEC) established under the Office of the

Prime Minister

1978

Thailand adopted Buenos Aires Plan of Action for
Promoting Implementing Technical Cooperation
among Developing Countries (BAPA) making Thailand
as Development Partner




—— 1990s

1991

Thailand’s policy shifted to focus on achieving shared
security and prosperity among neighbouring countries
and initiated the Annual International Training
Courses (AITC)

1992

Thailand’s ODA budget increased ten-fold

1996

First international development project : Hospital
Improvement Project in Lao PDR
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Thailand International
Cooperation Agency

2000s

2000

Initiated the Thailand International Postgraduate
Programme (TIPP)

2002

e Thailand advanced its development to be
a provider of ODA

* DTEC transferred to be under the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

2003

Initiated the Friends from Thailand (FFT) Volunteer
Programme and dispatched Thai volunteers among

2004

DTEC transformed to Thailand International
Development Cooperation Agency (TICA) under
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs responsible for
providing development cooperation

2015

Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA)
designated as a main agency overseeing Thailand’s ODA
and development cooperation



TICA's commitment
towards international
development cooperation

Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA), Ministry of Foreign
Affairs is the national focal agency for Thailand’s international development
cooperation with partner countries, international organizations and
intergovernmental organizations. TICA works with development partners
with a view to enhance global partnership and promote sustainable
development.

Vision : TICA aspires to be an agency of the Royal Thai Government

to serve as a bridge for global sustainable development.

in line with Thailand's foreign policy and obligation to international

m 1 Administer assistance to foster good relations with foreign countries

development cooperation.

to other countries and formulate strategies concerning Thailand

m 2 Coordinate and integrate development cooperation Thailand gives

International Development Cooperation.

the Thai Government with foreign governments and agencies,

m 3 Manage and implement development cooperation on behalf of

international organizations, and non-governmental organizations.

m4 Provide Information and statistic on Thailand’s Official

Development Assistance.
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Even though Thailand is still classified as a developing
country, it does not mean that Thailand should remain
only a recipient of development assistance. From an
international perspective, being a donor is not merely
something we ‘should’ do, but something we ‘must’ do.
Becoming a donor helps build Thailand’s reputation
and creates opportunities for economic cooperation,
stronger alliances, and greater negotiating power on the
global stage.

It is clear that by becoming a ‘donor’, Thailand
ultimately has ‘everything to gain’, though few may
truly understand this.

In this case, Suchada Thaibuntao understood it best.
Her efforts turned Thailand’s donor status into
something tangible and widely accepted, eventually
leading to the successful establishment of TICA which
is a task that was by no means easy.

She faced challenges in turning policy into practice.
To move forward, she had to persuade those in charge
to recognise the long-term benefits and keep motivating
her subordinates, even when the department’s status and
future remained uncertain.

Looking back on her journey, she realised that it was
all worth doing because she had changed many lives, as
well as her own perspective on life forever.



ﬂ’]’a‘LﬂaﬁluUVIU’Wl‘ll’rNﬂi“mﬂllﬂilﬂﬂ’]’a‘l,ﬂuﬂ%‘"mﬁ
‘Wl uqmsumuamq‘lfs

ﬂsvmﬂ%ﬂLiuummﬂuﬂmﬂumﬁmm W.A.
2498 mauuummiuLﬂumm@mmm’w WuwaAanue
msummmuuﬂummmwgm Tnasvinludnole
1a9n173nE nausH i LasAnIAnaLszmaA wann ..
2506 31fGuluineusdn q esannielid
autlszanaugey 10 Tanun 8ABNlFANLsNTeiy
Uszmaanlugtuuumdnia Taeiinislilasanisuay
wumm‘ﬁ'mwa siann T w.A. 2531 1 TEwdn wa. 2532
Liﬂunuwm LA WA, 2635 s RunuNN mazaziy
AzIAULALIN 4 ﬂs‘vmﬂu ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁvmﬂmﬂiumislm'mm
mevmummmﬂumumm; mmmgnmwaumum
%ﬂgﬁmmﬁ%ﬁmwﬁﬂﬂﬁwﬁu

Dﬂﬁﬂﬁ’ﬂuﬁ‘ﬂ%ﬁ’]d’] ‘ANTRELNAD’ UAGNENAY
N’}ﬂLﬂ?ﬁlﬂuLﬂuﬁ’]'ﬁﬂ ‘ANNTINTID’ BERE BFuLesfises
umﬁ*mwumLmLW@IManTﬂNmﬁawumﬂumﬁmm
‘ng i ”Lmnwﬂumﬂﬂﬁ A1 Wisan® WanFuun
Fudl efldidszaunisaianiisiaadudiy
WUl Taaisnazdesginfiummwieniulu dn
nFau LdaANAeInsiuiaseaanAenyls 100y
sindulall nszde lildnseiuanusiaannsaseiag
TliAnANuEE

26

How did the transformation of Thailand’s role into
‘an aid donor’ country begin?

Thailand began its role as a donor country in 1955,
coordinating bilateral aid with Laos by providing projects
and financial support based on their requests. Later, in
1988, assistance was extended to Myanmar, followed
by Cambodia in 1989 and Vietnam in 1992. These four
countries became Thailand’s main aid recipients, reflecting
the importance of supporting our neighboring nations.
When their economies prosper, the entire region can
move forward together.

Previously, we used the word ‘help’, but later we
shifted to ‘cooperate’ because recipients also needed to
invest their own resources to build the fundamental
infrastructure, required to host donor projects from
offices and visas to tax arrangements. When Thailand
took on the role of a donor, we drew upon our own
experiences as a former recipient. We had to assess
whether our partner countries were ready, and if so,
identify their genuine needs. Only then could we make
informed decisions because if the support did not meet
their expectations, true sustainability could not be
achieved.
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When providing assistance, we initially
focused on agriculture, as people’s livelihoods
depend on it. Secondly, education and
human resource development became key
priorities, reflecting Thailand’s experience
as a former recipient country. After the
World War II, Thailand received support
from developed nations, particularly in
human resource development. For example,
the National Institute of Development
Administration (NIDA) was established
with assistance from the United States.
Consequently, we adopted a similar strategy
when transitioning into a donor role. Finally,
we emphasised public health, as it directly
concerns people’s well-being. These three
areas (agriculture, education, and public
health) form the core foundations through
which we have strengthened our capacity.
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Naturally, providing assistance to neighbouring
countries is understandable, but what is the rationale
behind extending aid to countries farther away?

You have to bear in mind that being a donor or
engaging in development cooperation is one of the key
tools of diplomacy. For example, when we wish to
advance an initiative in a global forum, we often need
the supportand the votes of other countries, one by one.
This is one of the reasons why enhancing our national
capacity is essential. We must continue to develop our
own expertise and, before we can truly become a leader,
we need to strengthen ourselves first. Furthermore,
providing assistance also opens opportunities for investment
and export. When Thailand is present in another country,
that country recognises the value that Thailand brings.
For instance, when we supported agricultural development,
local communities became familiar with Thai agricultural
products — even simple tools such as hoes and spades.
They began to prefer Thai brands, such as Jorakay, over
others. This demonstrates how development cooperation
can serve as a channel for distribution and as a form of
soft power. Therefore,

" Every act of assistance builds a
meaningful connection. It is
unnecessary to question why we
invest 400 or 500 million Baht in
such prog¢rammes, because in truth,
we “¢ain’ far more from this act of
“giving.” "

However, our budget is limited, so we must prioritise
which countries to support before others. We also need
to consult with other departments within the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs to determine which countries are
strategically important in terms of foreign policy. For
example, some may question why we provide assistance
to countries in the Pacific Islands. When considering
that some of these islands have populations of around
five hundred thousand — equal to one vote in a global

forum — is that not worth our support?
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The moreIlooked at the budget, the more I began
to wonder : “Do you ever question or have doubts
about our civil service system of ‘providing assistance’,
and how do you address those challenges?”

Yes, I do recognize that it is one of our limitations.
For example, our working process involves recruiting
university or government agency staff and assigning
them to work abroad. We understand that this approach
helps create an overall picture that allows local people
to learn and develop themselves. However, some
departments face staff shortages, which has been a
major concern for me. Many departments have
understood our situation and cooperated well. To
address the issue, we have tried to find solutions such
as sending experts on short-term assignments of
around three to five months. For longer-term work, our
department can also nominate retired civil servants to
serve overseas, as they are already highly qualified and
experienced experts.
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Is there any cooperation project in which you
clearly feel that ‘our assistance has changed
people’s lives™?

There are many examples. For instance, when
His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajira
klaochaoyuhua (Rama X) visited Bhutan, the Bhutanese
people welcomed him with Thai songs. This gesture
stemmed from one of our projects that began even before
His Majesty King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck
ascended the throne. At that time, His Majesty often
visited Thailand and asked if we could send teachers to
Bhutan to teach Thai dance to Bhutanese children
during their school break. We responded to this request
by sending Thai teachers, and the Bhutanese were
deeply appreciative. The programme gave children
meaningful activities during the break, helping to steer
them away from drug use — a concern in their society
at the time.

Afterwards, during the reign of His Majesty King
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, who attended the
royal wedding shortly before his accession to the throne,
he requested our assistance with a project for Her
Majesty. We proposed an initiative similar to Thailand’s
One Tambon One Product (OTOP) scheme, as Bhutan
had many local products that could be further developed.
From this idea, the One Gewog One Product (OGOP)
project was established. Today, their products are even
sold on board Bhutan’s national airline.

Another project I would like to mention is in Laos.
We supported the establishment of an agricultural
station and helped to address drought in the area. The
project began with the construction of water tanks and
agricultural water-pumping systems, alongside the
application of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
(SEP). We witnessed their progress from having almost
nothing to successfully growing vegetables, selling their
produce, and generating income even before the project
officially ended. Our initiative proved truly beneficial.
Although the Lao government had previously promoted
similar knowledge through public communication
channels, it was difficult to implement in practice until
they saw the tangible results from our project. This
demonstrated that our approach could truly reach the
local, grass-roots level.
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During your tenure as Director-General, in what
situation was Thailand recognised by the global
community as a donor country?

Once, when I attended a meeting in Washington, I
was deeply impressed. Before I gave my speech, a Thai
NGO had criticised the Thai government on that same
stage, which made me feel quite disheartened. However,

" When the representative from an
African country spoke about
Thailand, everything changed. They
expressed their ¢ratitude to
Thailand for inviting them to visit
and receive training. They said they
had ¢ained a ¢reat deal of knowledge
to take back home.

At that moment, | realised that our
assistance is truly a powerful tool."

Accord, without even knowing that I was present.
That, to me, is the true essence of soft power.
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What were the challenges of being the first Director-
General of TICA in a new era and under a new
role?

Besides the budget, I believe the main challenge was
motivation. When the organisation was promoted to
departmental status, things began to improve. Previously,
we had been the Department of Technical and Economic
Cooperation (DTEC) under the Office of the Permanent
Secretary for Foreign Affairs. Not being a public
corporation affected officers’” motivation, as they were
personally accountable for any documents they signed.
If a prosecution occurred, that officer would have to
face the court alone. We had long aspired to become a
public corporation, and that goal was finally achieved
in 2015. However, after becoming a department, our
challenge shifted to internal organisation. Despite
gaining departmental status, we had fewer divisions,
which affected both our operational efficiency and
staffing levels. This remained a major concern for me
as | approached retirement. I worried that if our projects
were left unfinished, our junior officers would face
unnecessary difficulties. If we could make it, they would
eventually receive the proper positions and opportunities
needed to grow and progress in their careers.
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How did the journey from being a civil servant to
becoming the Director-General of TICA change you?

I came from an ordinary family in Bangkok. I used
to be a sheltered child, rarely travelling outside the city.
Working here has completely changed me.

" | still remember the first time

| travelled to evaluate a Thailand-
Germany assistance project at the
Songkhla Department of Skill
Development. | did not dare tell

my parents. My mother would never
have allowed it as | had to take an
overnight train alone."

That night, I lay awake on the train, my heart
pounding, clutching my civil servant card tightly in my
hand, and thinking to myself, I am a civil servant. I do
not think anyone would dare to do anything to me.

That journey marked the beginning of my experiences
and opened my world to meeting people from all walks
of life. I encountered many who were suffering, and it
changed my perspective on life. I realised that every
problem, no matter how difficult, can be solved.

Most importantly, I learned a great deal from my
juniors in the department. They are strong and determined.
When we had not yet attained departmental status, no
one ever stood up and said, “I am not progressing, so |
do not want to work here.”

" Everyone was fully dedicated,
giving one hundred percent to their
work. Perhaps it is because | have
had the opportunity to meet people
who have suffered more than | have
that | have come to realise how
fortunate | am."
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After taking on the role of Director-General of TICA
— an appointment made by Don Pramudwinai, the
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand — Suphatra
Srimaitreephithak realised that he hoped to bring greater
attention to the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP)
in TICAs work. The Minister believed that this philosophy,
long rooted in Thailand, holds significant value and
relevance for foreign affairs in many ways. Suphatra,
therefore, understood that the Minister had also set the
guiding framework for TICA through this direction.

Director Suphatra was determined to promote the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP) so that
international partners would come to know it, understand
it, and apply it in their own development work. SEP is
not only a practical approach to achieving sustainable
development, but it is also closely aligned with the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
This alignment led Thailand to form partnerships with
allied countries under the initiative known as the SEP
for SDGs Partnership.

Beyond the SEP for SDGs Partnership, there was
another significant initiative under her leadership. It is
called “TICA Connect.’ It is not merely a seminar or a
public relations event, but a platform that brings
together organisations and various sectors working with
TICA, allowing them to connect and explore new
opportunities for advancing international cooperation
and forming partnerships with other countries. It also
reinforces the idea that no matter who you are, you can
create meaningful and impactful contributions to
international cooperation.
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In leading the SEP for SDGs initiative, have you
ever felt that it was difficult for others to fully
understand the concept? And what approach did
you take at the beginning to demonstrate that this
philosophy could truly work in practice?

I would say that the concept is not yet fully
understood by the public, as it requires an understanding
of all elements of SEP, its three components and two
conditions, as well as how these elements function
together in an integrated way. Some people still
misunderstand SEP as merely promoting ‘One Tambon,
One Product’ (OTOP) initiatives to eradicate poverty,
when in fact this is only a single application of the
philosophy.

The three core components of the philosophy are
moderation, reasonableness, and self-immunity. The
firstaccompanying condition is appropriate knowledge,
while the second is moral integrity with perseverance.
When these three components and two conditions are
applied in an integrated way, they lead to sustainable
outcomes. In many cases, we must use SEP to reassess
outcomes and determine the level of sustainability
achieved. The application of the three components and
two conditions also requires careful consideration of the
geosocial context in each situation which can change
over time.

It can be difficult to grasp the concept of the three
components and two conditions, so let me take you to
Nakhon Sawan to meet a farmer named Supoj Komanee,
who has been recognised for his contributions to the
Sufficiency Economy approach. He once struggled in
his business because he relied on cultivating only a
single crop, leaving him vulnerable to many unexpected
and uncontrollable factors. Later, he learned to apply
SEP principles through the New Theory Agriculture.
He began recording his household accounts to identify
the root causes of his financial difficulties and looked
for solutions. In the end, he was able to develop the last
piece of farmland inherited from his mother into a
sustainable source of income that supports his
household with stability.
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Is there any Triangular Cooperation Project that
made you feel proud specifically?

In fact, many countries are showing interest in the
Sufficiency Economy approach, but the most remarkable
example is Fiji. The Fijian Cabinet visited ‘Nan Model,
the well-known independent community practising SEP
at the time. After observing the model, they sent a team
to learn more about SEP-based development. Inspired
by what they saw, they sought to apply SEP principles
to the northern island under their administration.
Farmers there relied solely on cultivating sugarcane for
export, but the government did not want them to
depend on a single-crop system. A fall in global sugar
prices would directly affect people’s livelihoods, and
frequent typhoons often devastated their sugarcane

fields.
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After applying SEP within Fiji’s geosocial context,
they requested more information about the three core
components and two conditions, as they believed there
were additional underlying principles. We immediately
understood that they were referring to the principles
His Late Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX)
had imparted for use alongside SEP
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If TICA Connect is not merely a seminar or a
public relations event, what is its main purpose?

TICA Connect provides an opportunity to promote
understanding of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy,
cooperation, and partnership-building from individuals
and households to communities, provinces, nations,
and eventually the international level. It also aims to
serve as a space for creating and expanding cooperation
networks with various partners. The event includes
showcases of collaborative projects, reflecting how these
partnerships have been expanded, strengthened, and
initiated within each unique context.
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Has TICA Connect ever helped change how people
perceive TICA?

The first TICA Connect event included the awarding
of the TICA Superstar Awards, which recognised
individuals who had created a positive impact through
their collaboration with TICA. Among the five award
recipients was Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, an expert in
community development. Another recipient was
Dr. Porntip Rojanasunan, a renowned forensic expert.
TICA worked with the governments of Thailand and
Argentina on a joint project to improve the quality of
forensic identification of unidentified bodies, and later
expanded this cooperation to other ASEAN countries,
establishing Thailand as a regional training center.
The third recipient was Mr. Mamadou Kare from Senegal.
After losing his leg to a landmine, he came to Thailand
to learn prosthetic limb production, with the goal of
bringing this knowledge back to his hometown. The
fourth recipient was Ms. Tran Cam Tu from Vietnam,
a lecturer in Thai language at Thai Studies Center,
Hanoi University. She received postgraduate scholarships
from TICA for both her Master’s and PhD degrees, and
is also known for translating the Thai novel Khu Kam
(Sunset at Chaophraya) into Vietnamese. The final
awardee was Mr. Chaiyo Opassamutchai, a Thai furniture
designer who volunteered in Bhutan under the Friends
from Thailand (FFT) programme, helping develop the
local furniture industry using local materials.

"| believe that the outcome of this
initiative ¢oes beyond changing
people’s perception of TICA, but it
truly inspires the attendees.

No matter who you are, you can be
a ‘Superstar’ in the eyes of TICA.
You can stand out and be
appreciated for your dedicated and
meaningful contributions to
international cooperation. "
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Let’s talk about TICA trips, missions where we
start as givers, but Thailand, or even yourself,
end up gaining more than you expected.

The answer would be almost every trip. However,
if I had to choose one, it would be Benin (a country in
Africa). During that trip, [ participated in a seminar on
the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. After my
presentation, one of the Beninese representatives
approached me and invited me to visit his two villages
to suggest how the Sufficiency Economy model could
be applied in practice. When I arrived there, I observed
and learned about the local socio-geographical context
and realised that the main problem was drought, which
had made their agricultural efforts unsuccessful. I asked
for soil and water samples, as well as a list of the crops
they were interested in planting, to bring back for Thai
experts to study. Upon returning to Thailand, I planned
to seek assistance from the Office of the Royal
Development Projects Board (ORDPB) and the Armed
Forces Development Command.

" After reviewing the ¢eography of
Benin, | realised that the
involvement of the Thai military
would be essential, as they had
previously applied SEP in remote
areas. Eventually, volunteers were
sent to support the village, and
their success became a reward of
deep heartfelt significance that
comes from being able to give and
contribute to Benin."
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Has there been any country or trip that changed
your perspective forever?

Oh! There were many. Several experiences that
truly awakened my perspective. However, if I had to
choose just one, it would be the trip to the Solomon
Islands. I decided to go there after learning that the
Pacific islands are often affected by severe storms, rely
heavily on agriculture, and are located near the equator,
just like Thailand. There must be something that can
be applied in practice. Upon arrival, I met Mr. John, a
farmer who truly puts his knowledge into action. He
transformed his land into a diversified fruit orchard,
using household labor only. Without access to machinery,
he had to borrow equipment from the Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives. After successfully
establishing his orchard, he approached local hotels and
made supply agreements to deliver his fruit regularly,
securing a stable income.
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He is an example of determination and a person
with an exceptional thirst for knowledge. It is not only
for his own benefit, but also with the intention of
improving everything around him. He never gives up
and always perseveres. From him, I learned a valuable
lesson that one should never succumb to discouragement.
Whenever 1 experience such moments, I think of

Mr. John.

If your tenure as Director-General of TICA were
ajourney, what would be the destination, and what
would you leave behind along the way?

The ultimate destination of this journey is to see
the knowledge I share being put into practice in ways
and create meaningful value, improving lives and
fostering long-term sustainability for all communities.

" Sustainability, in this sense,
means that every country, every
community, and every family can
build upon their potential to remain
resilient for as long as possible in
the face of any circumstances. "

I am deeply grateful to Don Pramudwinai, the
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, who
entrusted me with the position of Director-General of
TICA and assigned me to carry forward the Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy. I firmly believe that these
principles can meaningfully contribute to the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through
international cooperation, benefiting both Thailand
and the partner countries.






INSAOU KIgnav

Pattarat Hongtong

2562 - 2564

Enhancing South-South & Triangular Cooperation
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Opver the past 20 years, many developing countries
have experienced rapid economic growth, increased
capacity, and greater budget resources. Consequently,
this has raised a question in global forums: Is it possible
for developing countries to help one another through
what is known as South-South Cooperation?

However, in practice, South-South Cooperation still
faces obstacles in many areas. Therefore, the concept of
Triangular Cooperation emerged by inviting developed
countries to join in order to provide knowledge, financial
resources, and high-quality working processes that
developing countries may lack.

Driving South-South Cooperation and Triangular
Cooperation has been one of the key objectives for
Pattarat Hongtong to achieve as Director-General of
TICA. At first glance, it may seem simple, but she
emphasised that being ‘the donor country’ is not easy.
It can be so challenging that she once asked herself,
“Why do I have to take on something this difficule?”

“We cannot be the only ones who live happily while
being surrounded by those who suffer. We should help
alleviate their hardship as much as our ability allows.”
— The Royal Guidance of His Late Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX)

She happened to come across these words while on
duty, and they beautifully clarified the doubts she had
been struggling with.

‘Exactly! This is the work I'm doing. It is the reason
I have to run this project, the reason I have to go, and
the reason I have to push myself this hard.’

Most importantly, this is the very reason the world
needs South-South and Triangular Cooperation.
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If you had to explain South-South and Triangular
Cooperation in simple terms to the general public
— that it’s not just about giving help, but about
working together to change the world — how would
you explain it, and why does it matter?

How to change the world with Triangular Cooperation
does not just depend on expecting results, no matter
which form the cooperation takes. The goal of helping
other countries does not change from the usual, but
South-South and Triangular Cooperation encourage a
re-thinking of development cooperation. It is no longer
limited to developed and developing countries as in the
past under North-South Cooperation model only.

Model South-South and Triangular Cooperation are
important because various factors contribute to creating
solid impact, especially the role of developing countries
as donors. These countries have experience as former
recipients and understand the geography, culture, and
geosocial context of the recipient countries.

Triangular Cooperation model helps reduce costs
because, for developed countries, it is no longer necessary
to send experts across continents to share knowledge.
Instead, we can rely on donor countries within the same
region as the recipients. In some cases, the knowledge
from developed countries may be too advanced, making
it difficult for recipient countries to apply effectively
in their own contexts. Experts from regional donor
countries, however, understand how to adapt and apply
that knowledge appropriately. Meanwhile, recipient
countries must carefully consider their goals, since the
Triangular Cooperation model requires clear standards
that align with the development approaches of the
partner developed countries, which could help ensure
effective operation and expected outcomes.
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" South-South and Triangular
Cooperation; therefore, have the
potential to change the world by
shifting mindsets from merely
seeking assistance to jointly
exploring how we can collaborate
for development that creates real
impact."

Is there any Triangular Cooperation Project that
made you feel proud specially?

TICA has long engaged in trilateral cooperation,
primarily through short-course programmes. We
collaborated with developed countries such as Japan,
South Korea, and Singapore to organise training initiatives
under Third Country Training Programme. The objective
was to jointly exchange knowledge across various areas
with designated third countries or groups of countries,
particularly those in the Mckong region, which are
important to both Thailand and our partner donors.
Programmes of this kind helped enhance Thailand’s
presence on the global stage. It demonstrated that
Thailand has the knowledge and experience required
to work effectively with other countries.
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"Thailand has emerged as a
regional hub for training
programmes, offering not only
classroom-based and theoretical
instruction but also practical,
hands-on learning experiences.
Through these efforts, we have
shown the international community
that Thailand is no longer merely a
recipient country, but a donor
nation capable of contributing
meaningfully within its own
capacities. "

In parallel, the local and field-level development
projects, delicate and complex at the time, reflected a
close collaboration between Thailand and Luxembourg.
The initiative began when we sat down together for
an open and sincere discussion to understand each
other clearly both practically and politically. For this
collaboration, both sides, first, needed to agree on what
they wanted to achieve to become genuine partners.
Second, we had to ensure that both countries were
aligned on which third country we would jointly
support, taking into account each side’s policies, interests,
and prior requests from recipient countries. Third, we
needed to reach mutual agreement on the specific areas
or issues we intended to support, recognising that each
partner had its own limitations and areas of expertise.

Finally, we agreed to support Laos in developing its
local communities through occupational health systems
and tourism. Thailand and Luxembourg, then, jointly
designed the project and sent officials to discuss it with
the Lao government to reach a higher level of agreement.
Today, it has become a well-established and ongoing
project.
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"Even though Thailand acted as
the donor country in this
cooperation, we also ained
valuable insights from our
developed partners, learning what
they consider important and what
forms of knowled¢e and technology
they regard as essential. This, in turn,
reflects Thailand’s continuous
advancement in development
standards, including standards of
operational practices and
conceptual frameworks. "
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In your journey with South-South and Triangular
Cooperation initiatives, what has been the biggest
challenge that required you to completely change
your working mindset? And how did you deal with
it?

At first, I thought South-South Cooperation was
already complex, but Triangular Cooperation proved to
be even more challenging. From the very beginning, it
requires significantly more time to reach agreement
among the three parties before a project can even be
designed. For example, it took several months for Thailand
and Luxembourg to align our positions. Once we agreed
to support Laos, we then had to consult with Laos, and
Laos in turn needed time to carefully consider the
proposed principles. Further discussions were also
required among officials from all three sides. During
the final stages of project planning and activity design,
we had to meticulously determine the implementation
timeline and budget. At any point in this process, the
cooperation could collapse because there are many risks
that can cause communication to fall silent. At times,
Laos might not respond, or Luxembourg might withdraw
from the discussion. Before any results can emerge, the
project must navigate these complex operational steps
and continuous coordination among all three parties
until completion.

Atfirst, I thought it would be easy that I could simply
express what I had in mind and everything would
follow accordingly. Unfortunately, that was not the case.
We needed tenacity and constant attention because
the factors on the recipient’s side were often beyond our
control. Sometimes, if the officers changed, the
organisation changed; if the head of state changed, the
budget changed, and suddenly, everything was gone.
The projects could lose continuity. Therefore, we had
to stay alert at all times and make sure everyone remained
on the same page. It was never easy to successfully launch
any project.
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“Eh? So, in the end, are we a donor or a recipient?”
a couple of TICA staff members asked. We had always
carried the image that being a donor meant we could
decide the direction we wanted to take. However, that
question completely changed my mindset; it reminded
me that our real focus should be on the recipients. If
they needed something, we had to understand their
needs, set aside our ego, and stop thinking from a donor’s
perspective. Instead, we had to ask ourselves, ‘How
can we help achieve the project’s goals?” Otherwise,
everything we had created might go to waste, and
TICA would be unable to initiate any meaningful
projects at all.
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Under the Triangular Cooperation framework,
what new project would you like to see implemented,
and why?

I would like to see community-support development
projects that build on each community’s agricultural
strengths (an area that remains a limitation for Thailand),
guided by the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP),
which is our strategic advantage. Development without
guiding principles often leads to fragile and unsustainable
outcomes. By applying the three core components of
SEP; moderation, reasonableness, and self-immunity,
together with the two accompanying conditions of
knowledge and morality, project design can become
more effective, context-appropriate, and, most importantly,
sustainable. Moreover, if we could collaborate with
developed countries such as Austria, which has a strong
agricultural system that enables farmers to earn stable
incomes comparable to other professions, and apply this
knowledge in helping other countries, we could further
enhance our knowledge and project management
capacity — lessons we have already gained from
Austria. I believe that this form of cooperation can help
communities achieve self-sufficiency. Once they can
stand on their own, they will have enough to live on,
and, eventually, to prosper.

If your journey with TICA is a journey to change
the world, how do you think your own ‘small world
within’ has changed?

Working with TICA made me feel that it represents
the true destination of being a diplomat. Earlier in my
career, | had served in other departments, working on
policy and shaping Thailand’s international stance. At
that time, I wanted to see how diplomatic relations could
truly work through Thailand’s role in bilateral and
multilateral cooperation and how we could contribute
to achieving the SDGs. Later, when I became Dean of
the Devawongse Varopakarn Institute of Foreign Affairs
(DVIFA), my perspective broadened. I had the opportunity
to engage with local communities across Thailand and
saw that our country possesses immense strength within
Thailand’s communities. Finally, as Deputy Director-
General of the Department of Consular Affairs, I was
able to be close to the people and understand their real
needs.
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Being a part of TICA has fulfilled what once felt
like a missing piece in my life as a diplomat. Every piece
of knowledge and experience I gained throughout my
career has come together in this role. Every TICA
project involves multiple steps; receiving requests,
designing the project, communicating with Thai agencies,
and participating in meetings with foreign partners. I
must coordinate and represent Thailand by considering
key questions: Whom should Thailand assist? With
whom should we collaborate? What kind of support can
we provide? Who are the beneficiaries? And how can
Thailand also benefit?

" This entire process requires
careful analysis, thoughtful desi¢n,
and strategic implementation,
drawing directly on my earlier
professional experience. In the end,
all of that accumulated knowledge
can be translated into meaningful
action."

The results of this work reflected the principles and
policies I had always hoped to see. It enhances
Thailand’s prestige and dignity, allowing our country to
stand as a respected partner in the global community.
After I stepped down from my position as Director-
General of TICA, I felt as though I had nothing left.
It truly marked the final chapter of my diplomatic career.
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Advancing Partnership for Development
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Once a recipient country, Thailand understands
deeply what it means to be a responsible and effective
donor, ensuring that our support generates the greatest
possible benefit for partner countries. This experience
has made the concept of ‘Partnership for Development’
a central pillar of Thai diplomacy.

Previously, the term was understood to refer mainly
to cooperation among donor countries. However,
Ureerat Chareontoh believed that it should encompass
partnerships between donors and recipients, with both
parties involved from project design through to
implementation. This approach aims to meet shared
expectations and lead to sustainable development.
As Director-General of TICA, she gained a clear
understanding of what Partnership for Development
should truly be, recognising that diplomacy for
development extends beyond intergovernmental
cooperation and, ultimately, connects people at a
human level.
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What should Partnership for Development truly
look like? And how do we know when it has moved
beyond documentation and is genuinely being put
into practice?

" Partnership for Development is not
defined by documents or signing
ceremonies; it is a shared journey
in which both sides must
understand one another, show
mutual respect, and work ¢enuinely
together to achieve results that
benefit the people."

A clear example of this is the public health cooperation
along the Thai-neighbouring borders, which demonstrates
the essence of Partnership for Development at both
national and international levels. TICA works closely
with the Ministry of Public Health and neighbouring
countries, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
We collaborated in training personnel, exchanging
knowledge, and providing medical equipment. Every
step emerged from joint discussions aimed at meeting
the needs of the people living in those areas. Thus,
helping our neighbours means helping ourselves because
when the public health systems of neighbouring countries
are strong, communities on both sides of the border
become safer.
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During my tenure as Director-General of TICA,
we faced significant financial challenges in development
cooperation. Nevertheless, this circumstance created
an opportunity for all stakeholders to intensify their
collective efforts in driving Partnership for Development.
At that time, we expanded our trilateral cooperation
with development organisations in several countries.
This included strategic partnerships with Australia,
Japan’s JICA, South Korea’s KOICA, and USAID, all
of which signed cooperative frameworks with us.
In addition, we laid the foundation for robust collaboration
with the China International Development Cooperation
Agency (CIDCA). However, one of the most gratifying
milestones was TICA’s first opportunity to collaborate
with the UN Country Team in Thailand, alongside the
World Health Organisation (WHO). All of these
achievements demonstrate that development progress
cannot be achieved in isolation, but it requires a genuine
Partnership for Development grounded in mutual
benefit.
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During your tenure as Director-General of TICA,
which project do you feel most clearly elevated the

level of cooperation to the next stage?

It was likely the moment when TICA hosted the
Global South-South Development Expo (GSSD Expo)
in partnership with UNOSSC at the United Nations
Conference Centre (UNESCAP) in Bangkok in 2022.
This marked the first time that Thailand played a truly
prominent and concrete role on the global stage of
cooperation among developing countries.

We were not only the host, but also the holder of
valuable lessons learned, ready to share Thailand’s
successful experiences with the international community.
In addition, we strengthened trilateral cooperation,
positioning Thailand as a bridge between donor and
recipient countries; for example, in the Thai-Japan-Lao
cooperation framework. This reflected TICA’s evolution
from an aid-providing agency to a true partner in
development, connecting regional and global cooperation
efforts. For me, this was a pivotal step in elevating

Thailand’s role in the field of development.
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What is the greatest challenge in diplomacy for

development?

The greatest challenge in diplomacy for development
is creating truly meaningful cooperation, while remaining
responsive to the rapidly shifting global dynamics.
The development assistance landscape has changed.
Many countries that were once recipients are beginning
to emerge as providers, while traditional donor countries
are redefining their aid policies in line with strategic
interests. International assistance no longer flows
simply from North to South; instead, it has evolved into
South-South cooperation among developing countries.
In this context,

"TICA must adapt its role from a
donor to a ¢enuine partner for
development by thinking more
rapidly, forging stronger linkages,
and adopting clearer strategies."
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Project sustainability remains a critical factor as
development cannot be sustained if recipient countries
are not prepared to carry it forward. Consequently, we
place strong emphasis on human development through
training programmes, the deployment of experts, and
scholarship support. This is because people are the
central drivers of truly sustainable development.

Which mission or fieldwork during your tenure
most profoundly changed your perspective on
foreign affairs?

As TICA’s Director-General, my perspective on
diplomacy shifted from focusing primarily on
intergovernmental relations to recognising the importance
of diplomacy that reaches people directly that can make
a real difference in people’s lives. This approach
represents a powerful form of soft power as it connects
state-to-state relations with the hearts of the people.

One of the missions that left a deep impression on
me was the fieldwork in Bhutan. It involved a community
development project implemented through the
deployment of Friends from Thailand (FFT) volunteers,
in cooperation with the Office of the Royal Development
Projects under Her Majesty the Queen of Bhutan. I had
the honour of being granted an audience with Their
Majesties to present the project report. In that moment,
I realised that our cooperation could reach from the
grassroots level all the way to the level of national leaders.
This experience made me recognise

" Thailand’s strong potential as a
partner for development as we
understand the pathways and
contexts of recipient countries.
Our cooperation is not merely
about providing assistance, but
about sharing¢ opportunities for
mutual growth. "
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As a woman in a senior leadership role at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, what opportunities
and challenges have you encountered?

The role of women today has advanced significantly,
including within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where
many women serve in senior leadership positions, from
Director-General to Ambassador. There are still countries
thatimpose limits on the number of women ambassadors
with which I strongly disagree. What matters is not
statistical representation, but the advancement of
individuals based on their capability. The most
challenging aspect, however, is maintaining a balance
between professional responsibilities and family life.
In Thai society, women often carry responsibilities in both
spheres. I do not view this as a burden, but rather as an
opportunity to demonstrate women’s empowerment,
showing that, with determination, we are fully capable

of excelling in every role we undertake.
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"Being a good leader is not
determined by ¢ender, but by one’s
vision, mindset, and ability to
inspire others. The diversity
brought by women leaders
strengthens the Ministry by
fostering more well-rounded
perspectives and $reater
inclusiveness."

If you could envision TICA ten years from now,
what future would you like to see?

I would like to see TICA become a diplomatic
leader for development at the regional and global levels.
It should not be merely a donor, but a trendsetter that
encourages the world to recognise and value genuine
development.
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Diplomacy for development should not be merely
a tool to support foreign policy, but rather a core pillar
of Thai diplomacy. Thailand possesses a wealth of wisdom
and experience drawn from applying the Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy of His Majesty the Late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, and this knowledge can be shared
and adapted in other countries. This distinct perspective
enables Thailand to enhance and further strengthen
its unique position and mindset within the global
community.

Meanwhile, I would like to see TICA expand its role
from operating primarily at the project level to becoming
a policy-shaping agency that supports the work of all
departments within the Ministry. In addition, I hope
to see development cooperation officers and diplomats
working toward shared goals, supporting and
empowering one another so that development
cooperation can be fully strengthened as a core pillar of
Thailand’s foreign policy.

Finally, I would like to see Thailand remembered as
a connector between donors and recipients, using the
power of development to promote peace, reduce
inequality, and uplift people’s lives equitably. This is the
future I envision as possible for TICA.

How did becoming Director-General of TICA
change your personal perspective or your approach
to life?

Being Director-General of TICA reaffirmed my
belief that major change begins with small, intentional
steps. I witnessed this through many past projects. For
example, the Sufficiency Economy learning centre in
Laos began with a single technical college and eventually
expanded to six. Another example is the “Send Me
Orphan Waste Home” project, which started from a
simple idea but grew into a collaborative initiative
involving the public, private, and people sectors,
ultimately earning recognition through the Good
Organisation Award.

These past experiences made me realise that sustainable
change does not arise from authority or the size of an
organisation, but from the belief, intention, and actions
of individuals. A small beginning, driven by a heart full
of determination, can always lead to significant and
lasting change.
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After beginning his career as a civil servant for a few
years, Wattanawit Gajaseni was selected to join the Ship
for Southeast Asian and Japanese Youth Programme
(SSEAYP), hosted by Japan. “This programme created a
positive image of Japan and strengthened its relationships
with other countries. As a major donor country with a
robust economy, Japan has been able to play the role of
a generous and capable development partner.” This
experience became his first lasting impression of Japan
as a civil servant.

Afterwards, he was appointed as the Executive
Secretary of the Department of Technical and Economic
Cooperation (the former name of the Thailand
International Cooperation Agency, or TICA). In this
position, he had an overview of the work from various
departments, as he was responsible for filtering and
consolidating information before presenting it to the
executives. The role deepened his interest in Japan, as
he observed that, compared to other countries, Japan
had a highly organised and systematic approach to its
operations.

“I will assign you to field projects in each depart-
ment. Which one are you interested in?” the DTEC
executive asked him after he had served as secretary for
some time. “If possible, I would like to join the Japan
section,” he replied without hesitation because his keen
interest in Japan made the decision easy. Coincidentally,
at that time, the Japan cooperation division was facing
a shortage of staff responsible for coordinating with
Japanese partners. This marked the beginning of
Wattanawits close involvement with Japan through
Official Development Assistance (ODA) programmes.
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When you first began working in international
cooperation, what was your perspective on Japan
as an aid donor country?

When Japan, through the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) — the main organisation
providing assistance to Thailand via the Department of
Technical and Economic Cooperation — provides aid,
they are fully committed and highly professional in their
approach. Their work is exceptionally well-organised
and systematic. Moreover, they possess strong capacity
in knowledge sharing, experience exchange, and
interdisciplinary collaboration, which helps enhance the
capabilities of our sector and organisation — ultimately
contributing to the country’s overall development.

At the beginning of my career, I did not think much
beyond that. However, after some time and upon
reflecting on Japan’s cooperation with Thailand, I came
to realise that Japan’s assistance is a strategic tool to
strengthen relations with us. Whenever Japan requires
assistance, we do not hesitate to respond, as both countries
share a mutual commitment to helping one another.
With more years of experience, I came to understand
that this kind of reciprocity is normal and forms
a fundamental part of international relations.
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What do you think Japan does best as an aid donor
country in terms of development?

" Beyond being or¢anised, systematic,
and transparent in their working
processes, Japan places ¢reat
importance on being an active part
of the people and the process
itself. When they aim to achieve
something, everyone involved must
have a shared understanding and
clear communication."

Although TICA is the direct recipient of their
assistance, Japan never overlooks others in the process,
as they see themselves as a gateway.

We have learned from Japan that success is not
measured only by the outcomes but also by the process
itself. For example, when working on cooperative projects
with Thailand, they send a dedicated team of officers
and allocate sufficient budget to engage with everyone
involved. This approach makes it clear what they are
doing in Thailand, how they initiate the project, whom
they meet, why they meet them, what the expected
outcomes are, and how the learning process allows
both sides to grow and learn together.
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When they talk with the sector they intend to
support, they always come back and report to us. Some
teams even return several times to ensure that they have
a clear plan. This approach helps them confirm the
direction they want to take to achieve their goals. If
they are uncertain, they prefer not to proceed further
until we clearly understand.

Sometimes, they invited us to join meetings with
the sectors they intended to provide aid to, ensuring
that the process proceeded as smoothly and effectively
as possible. It is because if any issue arose and we were
not there to advise or provide guidance, the project
could easily go off track. Interestingly, no other country
approaches cooperation quite like this. The Head of the
Department (at the time) even asked, “Do you ever need
a break?” It really showed Japan’s deep commitment to
providing assistance to Thailand which is a model worth
noting.

From your experience, is there anything you feel
that ‘Thailand still has much to learn from Japan’
about being an aid donor country?

Japan has the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), which is a long-established and large
organisation. It operates a wide range of cooperation
programmes and support mechanisms, such as grants,
loans, and academic partnerships. In addition, JICA
operates a Country Office in numerous countries, with
JICA staff stationed across many parts of the world to
foster close relationships with partner countries. I have
always hoped to establish TICA offices abroad as well,
but for now, it remains only a dream. It is not an easy
task, as it requires high costs and extensive cooperation
that Thailand may not yet possess in the same capacity
as Japan.

However, although Thailand does not yet have a
TICA Country Office abroad, having JICA representatives
in Thailand provides valuable opportunities for us to
learn from the areas mentioned above. In the future,
with greater experience and sufficient resources, we will
be better prepared to achieve what we aspire to.
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Is there any strength of ours that Japan could learn
from us?

I do not want to use the word ‘strength’; I prefer to
say ‘what we learned from them led us to believe that
there may be simpler way to do this.’

Firstly, I should explain that Japan engages in
cooperation projects all over the world, which is why
they have transparent and well-documented standards.
These set guidelines ensure that Japanese officers follow
the same procedures, and partner countries are likewise
expected to comply. As a result, Japan could be described
as a city of documents. When we receive their aid, in
some cases, we are required to sign extremely lengthy
documents. For Thailand, this process is far from simple.
We must examine the contents in detail and first submit
them to the Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs,
which analyses whether the documents constitute
a contract or an international treaty. In most cases,
the Department concludes that they do, meaning they
must be submitted to the Cabinet for approval, in line
with the framework laid down in the Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand. Consequently, all documents
must then be translated and submitted to the Cabinet
of Thailand for consideration. However, bringing a case
to the Cabinet is not an easy task, as the Secretariat of
the Cabinet, which acts as its secretariat, has its own
extensive procedures. Consequently, a great deal of time
and resources is required to ensure that everything is
handled with the utmost care.
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With Japan’s strict processes and standards, another
challenge arises. It is very difficult for us to request
changes to their documents. Japan becomes understandably
concerned, as these documents follow the same standard
used for every partner country. If any part were amended,
they would have to revise all corresponding documents
worldwide which is an enormous undertaking that they
are unlikely to pursue.

Therefore, when we provide assistance to foreign
countries, we try to minimise the amount of documentation
to ease their concerns about signing. For example, we
once had an agreement with South Korea (KOICA) for
non-repayable assistance. Each side prepared documents
of only four to five pages, containing only the essential
points. This approach helped reduce the administrative
burden and made our cooperation more efficient, which
is a model that could potentially be applied with Japan
as well.



TugdaanvinuasIALuUe AnsalAne luunasvay
WidiudnsiuniZauain ODA dirjunnlgass
g lfulasuanuzangfuanudiamas
v & L e Ay = o
mﬁfluwumum@ Partnership ﬂ‘i_lty‘ﬂqu Tuanuzinganiu
@ £ o ] £% 1
mmqrmmﬂwu‘immmmmirzln@mﬂmmﬂ?:mﬁ

ANAIABNUAN | LW‘ﬂLBJ?;ILLWi‘ﬂ’J’HJTLL@"’ﬂi aunN9nd

mmvl,mm Lﬂuﬂi”l‘%um@mmmuﬂvLmﬂi”mﬁ@u°“|
Faths wAsHguLLA NI VisAHIINEe
immmmmﬂwmumﬂmﬂuﬂumﬂmﬂ 7 Tuanwoe
radmeum Wiz ATy e Thir Country Training
Programme (TCTP) ) G lfhuunesneanuianiialu
i‘ﬂLLUUMu@QquﬂI‘ﬁﬂUﬂi‘umﬁﬂu“] Fagl i AL
wazdenlulf Sefiflutlsslomidusuing lunssduite
weneANInHeiulsTmAglsng o lugtuuusfudon
ansiag

ﬂ'nummmm‘lwﬁlumsmwuLﬂuﬂsvmﬁcﬂu
Muiuiangarastls

L'iﬂmuﬂ@iﬂmmL@uslumiu?mﬁmmi@qwéf;uﬁ@
semdnalszmaielailfifiannsvinauidaunas
Aunldessutlszann LL&i‘ﬁLﬂuﬂﬂ' ABRAMENTINNNg
ulaungaudauieniaasegiauazioinisiu
Anelszing emmumwmtmmimmmuuﬂﬂu
m\‘iﬂiymﬂiwumwmmmmLL%LﬂMﬂIWﬂWq
Faau wszsnimiceeusnnungludsymelned
aeniANTndanusalszma watlywaemiaeanu
mmﬁuiajﬁauﬂi“mm PsaULlszanasnuANNaNEle
ivmwﬂﬁ?”mmu@wm Mmlfafeasunaesuainia
SH\‘I‘LINM\‘ILi’ml‘mmiﬂL‘Wi"]”Nuimiﬂ@ﬂimmu\i’]wﬂmLﬁ"]
m@mwmwLﬂmmmmﬂmuumfa@”@ﬂmwummm
agudn ¥ WiRnAEFon Lmeﬂwmmﬂumi
PILIAN INSNE Lﬁr']"l,mmmmwmmmmau lluﬂﬁim"]\‘i
pansanileszudnetszmald Besiaciedln
ANNTIIMNERE NN

80




81

During your time in the position, is there any case
study that reflects the lessons learned from Japan’s
ODA in practice?

At present, we have shifted from being a recipient
to a partner under the Japan Partnership framework.
Meanwhile, Thailand also provides training programmes
for developing countries, sharing our knowledge and
experience to support their development. As a result,
Thailand and Japan became one of the first partners to
implementa partnership model or trilateral cooperation
through the Third Country Training Programme
(TCTP), under which we jointly conduct training for
third countries. We later applied this partnership model
with other development partners as well, such as South
Korea and Singapore. This approach has been beneficial
for Thailand, helping us initiate and expand cooperation
with other donor countries in a more collaborative and
partnership-based manner.

What are the main challenges for Thailand in
becoming an aid donor country?

Although we do not have a clear mechanism to
manage international cooperation with the aim of
preventing overlapping work or inefficient use of the
budget, we do have the Committee on Economic and
Academic Cooperation Policy with foreign countries,
which is responsible for integrating and aligning
international cooperation efforts in a coherent direction.
It is because many agencies in Thailand seek to collaborate
with foreign partners. However, the main issue is that
these sectors do not have their own budgets, since the
international cooperation budget is under our agency.
They must therefore request funding from us; and
sometimes, we are unable to approve it because it is not
included in our plan. In some cases, their activities may
already overlap with what we are doing, yet we have no
authority to coordinate or control them. We also have
no mandate to prevent other ministries from initiating
their international cooperation projects. Therefore, all
of these factors remain significant challenges.
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What has being the Director-General of TICA
changed within you the most, something that
changed you in a way you never expected?

Prior to becoming the Director-General of TICA,
I was quite introverted and tended to keep to myself,
not engaging much with others. In contrast, serving as
Director-General made me realise that building
connections is essential for fostering cooperation. I had
to become more open-minded, even though it didn’t
come naturally to me. At first, it felt a bit forced, but
it was necessary for my role. After going through many
changes within myself, I now see it as something truly
positive. That is the reason why I want to encourage
those who are still in their comfort zones to step beyond
them, especially those who tend to hold back. I encourage
them to take part in activities and interact with others
because meeting people allows us to learn in ways that
are valuable for both our personal lives and professional
growth.

When I have been promoted to higher positions,
I have gained a broader perspective and encountered
many new experiences. I want to encourage younger
colleagues to grow in their professions, just as I have.

" Because everyone contributes
value and meaning to the or¢anisation.
An organisation can only move
forward when its people commit to
self-development. We cannot
achieve everything on our own;

we must work as a team. We need
to build networks of cooperation
with others, which will benefit not
only ourselves and our organisation,
but also Thailand now and ever "
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MESSAGE

FROM THE EMBASSY OF THE LAO PEOPLE’S
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC TO THAILAND INTER-
NATIONAL COOPERATION AGENCY

On behalf of the Embassy of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, and
on my own behalf, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations and
best wishes to the entire staff of Thailand International Cooperation Agency
(TICA), on the auspicious occasion of the 21st Anniversary of the
establishment of Thailand International Agency.

I am pleased to note with great appreciation that the traditional friendly
relations and close cooperation, and the Strategic Partnership for Growth
and Sustainable Development between the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
and the Kingdom of Thailand have continued to close strengthen over the
years. The Lao PDR highly values the long-standing assistance rendered by
Government and people of Thailand for more than three decades in various
fields, including agriculture, health, education, human and social development,
among others. In this connection, TICA has played its significant and
commendable roles in implementing numerous official development projects,
which have made meaningful contributions to the social economic
development of the Lao PDR.

I am confident that the Lao-Thai Technical cooperation Mechanism
under Thailand International Cooperation Agency will contribute to promote
our long-standing friendship and fruitful cooperation, as well as enhance
mutual understanding between the Lao and Thai peoples. I look forward to
continuing our close collaboration with Thailand International Cooperation
Agency to further strengthen the existing friendly ties in order to bring about
tangible and sustainable benefits to our peoples.

May I take this opportunity to convey my best wishes for the enduring
strength and prosperity of the friendly relations and good cooperation between
the Lao PDR and the Kingdom of Thailand.

With my highest consideration,

(Sisavath INPHACHANH)
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
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Narrative Overview of a Decade of Development
Cooperation between the Lao People’s Democratic Republic

and the Kingdom of Thailand

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) has
maintained active development engagement with Thailand since
1961. This longstanding partnership is characterised by a shared
commitment to regional stability, mutual growth, and harmonious
bilateral relations. In its initiative phase, cooperation focused
primarily on human resource development and knowledge exchange
through scholarships, expert deployments, equipment procurement,
and infrastructure improvements at the project base level.

Over time, this collaboration has evolved into a more strategic,
programme-based approach under the Thailand-Lao PDR
Development Cooperation Programme, which aligns with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These initiatives are
jointly planned during the Thailand-Lao PDR Annual Consultations
on Technical Cooperation, held evety 18 months to ensure policy
coherence, effective implementation, and future development
cooperation between the two countries.

Bilateral Cooperation

The most recent Thailand- Lao PDR-Technical Cooperation
meeting was hosted by Thailand International Cooperation Agency
(TICA) on 15-16 Septembet 2024 in Sakon Nakhon province.
The subsequent meeting in 2026 will be co-hosted by the Department
of Asia-Pacific and Africa, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Lao
PDR and Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand.

The current cooperation framework consists of two consecutive
Three-Year Development Cooperation Programmes spanning
seven priority sectors, namely, Agriculture, Education and Sport,
Public Health, Trade, Industry and Tourism, Environment, Social
Development and Good Governance, and Human Resoutce
Development.

Phase I (2020-2022): Focused on capacity building, totaling
53 projects, including post-graduate scholarships and short-term
training programmes in Thailand.

Phase IT (2023-2025 ): Currently in progress, with 35 active
projects aimed at deepening sectoral expertise.

Commemorative Initiatives: To mark the 75th Anniversary of
Diplomatic Relations between Thailand and the Lao PDR, a special
allocation of Master’s degree scholarships was offered to five
candidates from the Lao PDR, with four recipients successfully
entolled in the programme.

Multilateral and Regional Cooperation

Thailand and the Lao PDR also engage in multilateral
cooperation to support neighboring countries such as Myanmar
and Cambodia. A notable example is the ‘Building Awareness and
Preparedness for Communicable Diseases and Emerging Diseases
along the Thailand-Cambodia-Myanmar-Laos Borders’ project.
Furthermore, both nations play a significant role in regional
frameworks, particularly the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong
Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS).

The Lao PDR continues to benefit from TICAs annual
flagship programmes, including the Thailand International
Postgraduate Programme (TIPP) and the Annual International
Training Course (AITC).
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Trilateral Cooperation with Other Development Partners

Furthermore, the Lao PDR has also gained knowledge sharing
and capacity enhancement under trilateral cooperation projects
between Thailand and other development partners namely
Luxembourg (LuxDev), France (AFD), the United States of
America, Australia, Switzerland, as well as the United Nations
agencies such as UNFPA, WHO, and the International Trade
Centert (ITC). A large number of Lao officials have participated in
the Third Country Training Programme (TCTP) that TICA co-
organised with Japan (JICA) and Singapore for the Mekong sub-
region and ASEAN member states including the Lao PDR.

The Royal Development Projects

The Lao PDR has been deeply honored to receive royal
kindness through vatious royal development projects, which have
significantly improved local livelihoods:

¢ The Huay Son-Huay Sua Agricultural Development and
Service Center Project.

* Promotion of Cultural Activities in Vientiane Province
Schools Project.

* The Agticultural and Forestry Development and Service
Center (Nong Tao) in Savannakhet Province.

¢ The Pakse Highland Agricultural Development Study
Center (Nong Hin) in Pakse City, Champasak Province.

Additionally, TICA also supports projects under the royal
initiatives of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,
focusing on medical training for healthcare personnel and the child
and youth development in educational institutions.

Collaboration between TICA and the Neighbouring
Countries Economic Development Cooperation Agency (NEDA)

Collaboration efforts between TICA and NEDA also led to
the successful development of the Non Sawan Noi Health Center,
standing as a profound testament to the active and enduring
commitment that TICA has been providing to the Lao PDR in any
possible ways to support the Lao PDR in achieving national agenda
and toward globally Sustainable Development Goals.




MESSAGE

FROM THE MYANMAR AMBASSADOR
TO THAILAND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION AGENCY

Over the past decade, TICA has played an instrumental role in advancing
Thailand’s international development cooperation, fostering the regional
partnerships, and promoting human resources development across ASEAN
and beyond. Myanmar has been privileged to collaborate closely with TICA
through Myanmar-Thailand Development Cooperation’s 3-Year Programmes
covering areas of agriculture, education, public health, economic and
financial development, social development and environmental conservation,
especially at capacity-building and training programmes as well as scholarship
opportunities vastly enable Myanmar officials and scholars to elevate their
professional skills and cultivate career growth.

Taking this opportunity, on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Myanmar. I wish to acknowledge with gratitude to TICA for inviting our
young diplomats to the Training Courses on Diplomatic Knowledge and
Development Diplomacy for Newly Recruited Diplomats. They surely share
to our next generations exposure to the multifaceted field of diplomacy and
dynamic environment. I'm confident that TICAs steadfast commitment to
knowledge-sharing and people-to-people connectivity significantly
strengthened the bonds and mutual understanding between our two countries.

As we celebrate this important milestone, I wish to command TICA’s
leadership, dedicated staff, and all partners who have contributed to its
achievements. I am confident that TICA will continue to expand its role as
a catalyst for sustainable development and cooperation.

I wish TICA continued more success and look forward to deepening our
cooperation in the years ahead.

(Zaw Zaw Soe)
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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Narrative Overview: Thailand-Myanmar

Development Cooperation

Overview

Technical cooperation between Thaijland and
Myanmar has been established since 1961. Over the
decades, this partnership has expanded to project-based
work across multiple dimensions. The projects focused
primatily on human resource development through
educational scholarships, specialized training
programmes, expert deployments, development
cooperation projects, equipment procurement, and
infrastructure improvements at the project level.

In recent years, the cooperation has transitioned
into a strategic, programme-based approach governed
by Three-Year Development Cooperation Programmes.
Both nations hold the Thailand-Myanmar Annual
Consultations on Technical Cooperation every 18
months to discuss and implement sustainable
cooperation projects, as well as agree with future
development cooperation between the two countries.
1) Bilateral Cooperation

TICA serves as the national focal point for
monitoring and advancing development progtess in
Myanmar through the following bilateral mechanisms.

Technical Cooperation Meeting

The recent 16th Technical Cooperation Meeting was
hosted by Myanmar on 8-9 November 2018 in
Naypyidaw. Currently, preparations ate underway for the
17th Technical Cooperation, which Thailand will host
in 2026 in collaboration with the Department of
International Organisations and Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Myanmar.

Three-Year Development Cooperation Programmes

Phase I (2020-2022): Encompassed 56 projects
across 8 priority sectors, namely (1) Agriculture
(2) Education (3) Public Health (4) Economic and
Finance Development (5) Community Development
(6) Environment (7) Social Development, and
(8) Human Resource Development.

Phase II (2023-2025): Due to the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the domestic political situation
in Myanmar, and Cyclone Mocha, several projects from
Phase I faced delays. To ensure continuity, 20 projects
have been cattied over into Phase I, focusing on 6 key
sectors, namely Agriculture, Education, Public Health,
Economic and Finance Development, Human Resource
Development, and Environment.
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2) Trilateral Cooperation
Thailand engages Myanmar with other development

partner countries, such as Japan and Korea, to
implement high-impact projects that leverage the
strengths of each partner. These initiatives focused on
sectors where all three countries jointly selected,
including Tourism (Tourism Promotion and Hotel
Management), Agriculture (Livestock and Fisheries),
and Disaster Prevention and Management.

In addition to project-based engagement, Thailand,
in collaboration with Japan and Singapore, provides
training courses on regional based issues to the Mekong
sub-region and ASEAN member states including
Myanmar through ‘the Third Country Training
Programme’. This programme enhances human resource
capacity in various aspects, including investment
promotion, infrastructure development (road and
electrical power), improving the quality of life for
people with disabilities, emergency medical services,
renewable energy, smart city, digital economy and
Artificial Intelligence, air quality; and Bio-Circular-Green
(BCG) Economy Model.

3) Subregional Cooperation Framework

Myanmar is a key beneficiary of subregional
frameworks, particularly within ACMECS and ASEAN.
Support in these ateas focuses significantly on public
health, including the provision of medical equipment
by TICA. Furthermore, TICA implements targeted
projects in Rakhine State, following the recommendations
of the Preliminary Needs Assessment (PNA) for
repatriation. This includes the Agricultural Machinery
Management Project, designed to enhance local
agricultural capacity in the region.

4) Human R ce Develop (A I scholarships)

Myanmar consistently receives significant support
through TICA’s flagship international scholarship
programmes: 1) Thailand International Postgraduate
Programme (TIPP) and 2) Annual International
Training Course (AITC). These programmes remain a
cornerstone of Thailand’s commitment to supporting
Myanmar’s long-term capacity-building and human

resource development efforts.
5) Cooperation Value

According to the data from TICA, the total value
of development cooperation between Thailand and
Myanmar amounted to 154.01 million THB over the
past five years (2019-2023).



MESSAGE

FROM THE VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR
TO THAILAND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION AGENCY

I am pleased to convey my warm congratulations to the Thailand
International Cooperation Agency (TICA) on this important milestone, and
to commend TICA for its valuable contributions to international development
cooperation over the years.

Cooperation between TICA and Vietnam has been a meaningful and
enduring component of the broader Vietnam-Thailand partnership. Through
training programmes, study visits, policy dialogues, and exchanges of
development experience, TICA has provided practical and timely support
for Vietnam’s capacity building and human resource development, particularly
in areas of sustainable development, public administration, and regional
cooperation. These initiatives have also facilitated closer institutional links
and people-to-people connections between our two countries.

The growing cooperation between TICA and Vietnam reflects not only
the strong bilateral relationship between Vietnam and Thailand, but also
our shared commitment to promoting South-South cooperation and
advancing collective development goals within ASEAN and beyond.

I am confident that, building on the solid foundation already established,
cooperation between TICA and Vietnam will continue to expand in both
scope and substance, contributing positively to the enhanced strategic
partnership between our two countries and to a more resilient and inclusive
ASEAN Community.

I wish TICA continued success in its important mission in the years

ahead.

il

H.E. Mr. Pham Viet Hung

Ambassador of Vietnam to Thailand
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Narrative Overview of Cooperation

between Vietnam and Thailand through TICA

Over the years, cooperation between the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam and the Kingdom of Thailand has
continued to deepen, reflecting strong political trust,
close partnership, and a shared commitment to sustainable
development between the two neighboring countries.
Within this broader bilateral framework, the Thailand
International Cooperation Agency (TICA), under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, has played a
significant and constructive role in advancing technical
cooperation, capacity building, and people-to-people
exchanges between Vietnam and Thailand.

A major milestone in this cooperation was achieved
at the conclusion of the 4th Joint Commission for
Bilateral Cooperation (JCBC) Meeting, held on
19 November 2021, during which the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation between the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Vietham and Thailand
was officially signed. The MoU marked an important
step in institutionalizing development cooperation
between the two countries and established a solid
framework for closer collaboration among Vietnam’s
Ministry of Planning and Investment, relevant Vietnamese
agencies, and TICA. The agreement aims to strengthen
partnership in technical and development cooperation,
with a view to promoting sustainable economic growth
and social development, both bilaterally and in
cooperation with interested third countries.

Building upon this framework, Vietnam and TICA
have steadily expanded practical cooperation through a
wide range of activities, including short-term training
courses, study visits, familiarisation programmes, and
experience-sharing initiatives. These activities have
focused on priority areas such as public administration,
sustainable development, economic planning, rural
development, human resource development, and
regional integration. Vietnamese officials, researchers,
and experts have actively participated in TICA-organised
programmes, gaining valuable exposure to Thailand’s
solutions, while also contributing Vietnamese
perspectives and expertise to shared learning processes.
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At the same time, Vietnam has welcomed delegations
from the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs and TICA
for working visits, exchanges, and field studies. These
visits have provided Thai counterparts with firsthand
insights into Vietnam'’s socio-economic development,
reform processes, and development priorities, while
further strengthening mutual understanding and
cooperation between relevant institutions of the two
countries. Such exchanges underscore the spirit of
openness, mutual respect, and partnership that
characterizes Vietnam-Thailand relations.

Vietnam's active participation in TICA programmes
also reflects its broader commitment to South-South
cooperation and triangular cooperation frameworks,
through which both countries share development
experiences, best practices, and lessons learned with
regional and international partners. Through TICA’s
platforms, Vietnamese participants have engaged in
meaningful exchanges with counterparts from Thailand
and other countties, fostering professional networks and
long-term cooperation that extend well beyond
individual programmes.

Looking ahead, Vietnam highly values TICA’s
continued role as a bridge connecting development
partners, institutions, and experts across the region. With
the strong political foundation provided by the MoU
between the two Ministries of Foreign Affairs, and
sustained engagement from relevant agencies on both
sides, cooperation between Vietham and Thailand
through TICA is well positioned to expand further in
both scope and depth. Priority areas for future
cooperation may include sustainable development,
digital transformation, climate change adaptation,
inclusive growth, and human resource development -
fields of growing importance to both countries and the
wider region.

As Thailand and Vietnam continue to strengthen
their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, cooperation
through TICA remains an important pillar contributing
to mutual understanding, capacity building, and shared
prosperity. Vietnam reaffirms its commitment to working
closely with TICA to further advance development
cooperation in a practical, effective, and forward-looking
manner, for the benefit of both countries and the
broader regional community.



MESSAGE

TO THAILAND

Greetings from the Royal Bhutanese Embassy
in Bangkok!

I take this opportunity to reflect on the
long-standing and ever-deepening friendship and
partnership between Bhutan and Thailand in the
field of development cooperation. Since the early
1980s, our collaboration—anchored in human
resource development—has grown into a dynamic
and multifaceted relationship, strengthened by
the shared commitment of the Royal Government
of Bhutan and the Royal Thai Government.

TICA has been an invaluable partner throughout
this journey, and our cooperation continues to
evolve in response to emerging national priorities.

Capacity-building and knowledge exchange
are central pillars of our cooperation. Bhutan
benefits immensely from TICA’s Annual
International Training Courses, long-term training
scholarships, and postgraduate programmes. Over
the last three decades, more than 300 Bhutanese
officials have earned master’s degrees in Thailand,
contributing significantly to Bhutan’s development.
Each year, many more enhance their skills through
short-term training, including trilateral initiatives
supported by Thailand.

TICA’s support for development projects
across Bhutan—such as the One Gewog One
Product (OGOP) initiative, the enhancement of
healthcare services at the Jigme Dorji Wangchuck
National Referral Hospital, and other community-
focused programmes—represents the practical and
people-centered nature of our cooperation. These
demonstrate our shared commitment to improving
livelihoods, building local capacity, and promoting
sustainable development.
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FROM HIS EXCELLENCY AMBASSADOR
KINZANG DORJI AMBASSADOR OF BHUTAN

Our partnership is also enriched by the Friends
from Thailand (FFT) Programme, which since
2009 has brought skilled Thai volunteers to Bhutan
to work alongside Bhutanese institutions in key
sectors such as public health, agriculture, tourism,
and vocational training. Their contributions have
created lasting impact at the community level and
continue to symbolize the friendship between our
two nations.

As we look to the future, Bhutan remains
deeply appreciative of Thailand’s continued
goodwill, unwavering support and friendship. Our
cooperation stands as a model of partnership
grounded in mutual respect, shared values, and a
collective aspiration for the well-being and
prosperity of our peoples.

As our areas of engagement continue to
expand, the Royal Bhutanese Embassy in Bangkok
looks forward to working closely with TICA to
further strengthen the enduring friendship and
cooperation between the two Kingdoms

I am confident that our collaboration will
continue to grow and flourish in new and

meaningful ways.

Thank you and Tashi Delek!



Narrative Overview: Thailand-Bhutan
Development Cooperation

Since 1992, Bhutan has received development cooperation
from Thailand through the Thailand International Cooperation
Agency (TICA), with Human Resource Development (HRD)
serving as the cornerstone. Cooperation is implemented under
the Comprehensive Framework Agreement for Cooperation
(2004) through successive three-year development cooperation
programmes, reviewed annually by both sides. While scholarships
and training remain the core modality, cooperation has
progressively expanded to include community development,
public health system strengthening, youth and skills
development, volunteer cooperation, and trilateral partnerships,
in line with Bhutan’s evolving development priorities.

1) H Resource Develop and Scholarships
Human resource development remains the cornerstone of
Thailand-Bhutan cooperation, delivered primarily through
academic scholarships and professional training administered
by TICA to strengthen Bhutan’s institutional and technical
capacity.

Long-term Academic Scholarships (TIPP)

Under the Thailand International Postgraduate
Programme (TIPP), Bhutan is eligible for fully funded master’s
degree scholarships. As of the 2024-2025 academic year, seven
Bhutanese scholars are currently studying in Thailand in
priority fields, including:

* Public Health (Epidemiology, Primary Health Care
Management);

* Climate Change and Environmental Issues (Energy
Technology, Community Energy, Environment);

* Bio-Ciscular-Green (BCG) Economy Model (Biomedical
Engineering, Biological Sciences).

Short-term Professional Training (AITC)

Complementing degree programmes, TICA provides
extensive short-term capacity-building through the Annual
International Training Course (AITC). Between 2023 and
2025, 116 Bhutanese officials and professionals participated in
AITC programmes delivered through online and in-person
formats. Key areas included:

* Agriculture and Food Security;

* Public Health;

¢ Climate Change and Environmental Issues;

* Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP);

¢ Bio-Circular-Green (BCG) Economy Model.

Regional and Trilateral Training Frameworks

Bhutanese participants have also benefited from training
under regional and third-country frameworks supported by
TICA, including;

* Colombo Plan Sectetariat (2023): training on SDGs
localisation, SEP, community-based tourism, and food safety;

* BIMSTEC (2025): training on laboratory diagnostic
tools for malaria elimination;

* Third Country Training Programmes (TCTP) with JICA
and Singapore, focusing on road infrastructure and asset
management, and air quality improvement.
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2) Community and Rural Development Cooperation

TICA has supported local economic development through
the One Gewog One Product (OGOP) initiatives, implemented
with the Queen’s Project Office.

* OGOP Model I (2016-2019) focused on product
development, branding, marketing, and community enterprise
promotion.

e OGOP Model II (2019-2023) advanced sustainable
community development, integrating SEP and community-
based tourism across six pilot areas. The project was completed
and handed over in 2023.

3) Public Health and Medical Capacity Development

Public health is a key sector of cooperation. Under the
ENT Medical Service Development Project (2021-2023) at
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National Referral Hospital
(JDWNRH), Bhutan was supported:

* Provision of specialised ENT medical equipment;

® Short-term training and workshops for 50 Bhutanese
medical personnel.

TICA also supported Bhutan’s Kidney Transplant
Capacity Development Project (completed in 2023) through
medical consultations, clinical observation in Thailand, and
on-site joint transplant surgeries in Bhutan, enabling hands-on
skills eransfer.

4) Youth, Skills Develop and Vol Cooperation

Through the Friends from Thailand (FFT) programme,
Thailand has deployed 80 Thai volunteers to Bhutan since
2009, supporting tourism, vocational skills, and technical
training. TICA has also supported youth employability
initiatives, including:

* The De-suung Skilling Programme, through training-
of-trainers support and volunteer deployment; and

* The Rural Development Training Centre (RDTC), by
facilitating links with Thai experts in agro-processing,
packaging, and value-added agriculture.

5) Trilateral and Multilateral Cooperation

Beyond bilateral cooperation, Bhutan, with the facilitation
of TICA, has participated in trilateral and South-South
cooperation with partners such as USAID, UNFPA, JICA,
GIZ, and UNOSSC, covering areas including public health,
transport infrastructure, environmental standards, tourism,
SMEs, and sustainable development.

6) Children and Youth Development under Royal Initiatives

TICA provides financial support to the Children and
Youth Development Project under the patronage of HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on the case-by-case basis.
The project aims to enhance the quality of life of children and
youth in Bhutan through the Her Royal Highnesss holistic
development model, which encompasses agriculture, nutrition,
health, hygiene, vocational training, environmental
conservation, and cultural preservation. At present, the project
is implemented in 11 schools located in remote areas across
Bhutan and teachers serve as the primary focal points who
integrate cooperation from all sectors, including government
agencies, the private sector, and the public.




MESSAGE

FROM THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THAILAND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION AGENCY

On behalf of the United States Government and the Embassy of the
United States of America in Bangkok, we extend our warmest congratulations
to the Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA) on the special
occasion commemorating its establishment and remarkable journey in
advancing peace and prosperity.

Since its transformation from the Department of Technical and
Economic Cooperation (DTEC) in 2015, TICA has played a pivotal role in
elevating Thailand’s position from a recipient of foreign assistance to a
leader in fostering prosperity and economic self-reliance across Asia.

TICA’s leadership, dedication, and spirit of collaboration have been
instrumental in the success of these initiatives. We deeply value our
collaboration and look forward to continuing our shared mission to advance
peace and prosperity across Asia to the benefit of Thai and American
citizens.

Congratulations once again to TICA on this significant milestone.
May our friendship and cooperation continue to flourish for many years
to come.

With sincere appreciation and best wishes,

‘The Embassy of the United States of America, Bangkok, Thailand
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Narrative Overview of Cooperation
between The United States of America and TICA

() 72® TICA:Global Partnership

for Development
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MESSAGE

Over 160 years ago, Thailand and Germany
embarked on a journey of collaboration which has
since lead to a partnership on many levels. From
the very beginning, our cooperation was driven
by a shared vision to address the challenges of our
time. Together, we focused on key issues such as
economic transformation—particularly in rural
areas—environmental protection, public health,
and private sector development. But beyond
merely addressing immediate needs, we worked
side by side to create long-term, sustainable
solutions that would benefit both our nations.

As the global landscape continued to change,
our collaboration took a significant leap in the
2000s. This era saw not only the expansion of our
partnership but also the establishment of the
Thailand International Cooperation Agency
(TICA) in 2015. With its mandate for technical
and development cooperation, TICA has become
a cornerstone of Thailand’s engagement in both
domestic and international development efforts.

In its relatively short history, TICA has
extended its influence far beyond Thailand’s
borders, solidifying its position as a leader in regional
development. Through trilateral cooperation,
TICA has facilitated impactful initiatives in some
of ASEAN’s countries. Germany’s contributions
to these efforts have been supporting Thailand in
implementing development programmes across
the region while at the same time enhancing
TICA’s expertise, stature and role. This approach
has not only deepened regional cooperation but
also highlighted Thailand’s leadership in advancing
sustainable development throughout Asia.
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FROM THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR
TO THAILAND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION AGENCY

Today, the partnership between Thailand and
Germany continues to thrive, with a shared focus
on tackling climate change and working towards
sustainable societies and common prosperity.
To date, Germany has contributed hundreds of
millions of Euros in development assistance and
project funding to Thailand, underscoring the
strength and depth of our collaboration.

One of the most notable joint efforts currently
underway is the drafting of Thailand’s first Climate
Act. This ground-breaking initiative seeks to align
Thailand’s climate policies with international
standards, creating frameworks for carbon trading,
carbon footprint analysis, emission calculations,
and strategies for mitigation and adaptation.
At the same time, it integrates existing laws and
regulations to create a comprehensive approach
to climate action. Germany is proud to advise and
assist Thailand in this crucial effort, and this
partnership is also instrumental in supporting
Thailand’s ongoing participation in global climate
discussions, reinforcing the country’s commitment
to a sustainable future.

As we celebrate this important milestone in
the history of TICA, I would like to extend my
heartfelt congratulations to the agency for its
leadership and vision. TICA has played a pivotal
role in fostering this enduring partnership, and
together, Thailand and Germany will continue to
address the challenges of today, ensuring a
sustainable future for generations to come.

Dr. Ernst Reichel
Ambassador of Germany to Thailand



Narrative Overview of Cooperation

between Germany and Thailand through TICA

The story of Thai-German technical cooperation
began in 1956 with the Agreement on Economic and
Technical Cooperation. The establishment of the
Thai-German Technical School in 1959 remarked as
the first milestone of the Thai-German cooperation and
was initiated to respond Thailand’s urgent need for
skilled workers and technicians during its industrial
boom. In a sense, this vocational school was more than
justan institution —it was the foundation of a relationship
that enhanced to various sectors, from vocational education
and health to rural development and infrastructure.

As the world around us changed consistently, so too
did the cooperation approach between Thailand and
Germany. The signing of the Technical Cooperation
Agreement in 1970 broadened the scope of the partnership
to cover energy, environmental protection, social security,
and sustainable economic development. This shift was
not justa response to Thailand’s evolving needs towards
industrialisation, but also a reflection of both countries’
growing understanding that global challenges require
joint solutions.

In 2008, a pivotal year that would significantly
reshape the partnership, Germany launched its
International Climate Initiative (IKI), a programme
aimed at tackling climate change and biodiversity loss
on a global scale. For Thailand, IKI became a crucial
source of support in enabling its climate action efforts.
Through initiatives like urban climate action, low-
carbon and sustainable rice farming, and clean energy
transformation, both nations worked together to address
both mitigation and adaptation challenges. Currently,
a key element of this collaboration is the ongoing
Thai-German Cooperation on Energy, Mobility and
Climate Programme (TGC EMC), implemented by
GIZ on behalf of the German Government. The initiative
focuses on decarbonising energy, transport and industry
by encouraging cooperation between government
organisations, local authorities and the private sector.
It also supports the translation of climate change policy
into practice, for example through renewable energy,
biomass and climate finance.

Over time, as Thailand shifted from being a
development partner to becoming a strategic player in
global climate action, its relationship with Germany
grew even stronger. Together, the two countries began
to extend their support to third countries in 2009,
focusing on areas such as rural development, vocational
education, sustainable tourism, and boosting production
efficiency. A milestone in this evolution came in 2015
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with the founding of the Thailand International
Cooperation Agency (TICA). TICA played a pivotal
role in transferring German and Thai expertise into
third countries’ national development frameworks and
achieving sustainable growth.

Looking back, it’s clear that the joutney of Thai-
German technical cooperation has come a long way.
What started with a focus on vocational training and
infrastructure has transformed into a dynamic partnership
tackling some of the most urgent global challenges we
face today. The International Climate Initiative, along
with institutions like TICA, has helped shape this
collaboration into a model of sustainable development.
As we look to the future, both Thailand and Germany
remain committed to this partnership, working together
to ensure that future generations inherit a more
sustainable, resilient world.
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MESSAGE

Aswe celebrate in 2026 the 170th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the French Republic and the Kingdom
of Thailand, we reflect on a relationship rooted in
history and moving towards a strategic partnership
in line with the challenges of our times. This book,
‘A Decade of TICA: Building on 21 years of
Development Cooperation’, serves as a testament
to an enduring friendship now defined by our
collective resolve to address global challenges.

France is delighted to support Thailand’s
transition toward a Nature-Positive Economy,
aligning with the national BCG Model. This is
further reinforced by the Letter of Intent (LOI)
signed in 2024 between Thailand and France on
bilateral dialogue regarding the environment,
biodiversity, and species protection. Between 2023
and 2025, through the Agence Francaise de
Développement (AFD), the Agricultural Research
Centre for International Development (CIRAD),
and the French National Research Institute for
Sustainable Development (IRD), our joint efforts
spanned over 12 projects across bilateral, trilateral,
and regional levels. This cooperation encompasses
vital sectors including green finance, sustainable
agriculture, public health, and urban planning.

Our synergy is strengthened by the integration
of Expertise France and the invaluable scientific
contributions of French research institutes like
IRD and CIRAD, which are driving progress in
air quality and zoonotic disease prevention
through programmes like SOOT-SEA
(Strengthening Black Carbon Monitoring and
Regulation in Southeast Asia to Impact Air
Pollution, Climate Change, Health, and
Ecosystems) and PREZODE-ASAMCO.

98

FROM THE AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE TO THAILAND
FOR TICA COMMEMORATIVE BOOK

We are working through AFD with ONEP to
make Thailand a regional champion in biodiversity
finance through the Finance for Biodiversity
Initiative (Fin4Bio). Together, we are delivering
concrete results through trilateral cooperation and
impactful field actions. This includes critical
public health initiatives along the Thailand-
Myanmar border, where we strengthen health
security through Llnitiative.

France is also willing to support Thailand’s
critical infrastructure through the Lower East
Chao Phraya Irrigation System Improvement
(Chaopraya Project). This initiative focuses on
climate adaptation and flood prevention.
Bolstered by potential EU grants, these efforts
exemplify our shared commitment to regional
stability and a climate-resilient future for the
Kingdom and the region.

With the recent signing of AFD-TICA
five-year work plan (2026-2030) on the occasion
of a fruitful recent DG level delegation visit to
Paris, our relationship has matured into a strategic
alliance.

By leveraging Thailand’s regional leadership,
we continue to foster sustainable development
across ASEAN and beyond. Our shared journey
isa powerful example of how trust and coordination
deliver meaningful global impact. France remains
acommitted partner in building a resilient future,

both together with and for Thailand.

\/,/&Q'/L_ﬂ

Jean-Claude POIMBOEUF



Celebrating a renewed partnership, the Thailand International
Cooperation Agency (TICA) and the Agence Francaise de Dévelop-
pement (AFD) have, over the years, built a strong and practical
cooperation framework for bilateral and trilateral action in the
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) and the Pacific.

AFD signed its establishment agreement with TICA
in Thailand in 2006, defining AFD’s main fields of
activity: environment, biodiversity, and the energy
transition. In 2024, an amendment extended this
cooperation to the operations of Expertise France (EF),
the AFD Group’s technical cooperation agency. Since
then, TICA and EF have been working side by side to
deploy technical assistance in key sectors such as health
and cybersecurity, with a consistent focus on youth,
women, and vulnerable communities.

This renewed momentum has already led to concrete
results. In biodiversity, the Finance for Biodiversity
initiative helped strengthen dialogue and cooperation,
including the Finance for Biodiversity Forum in
February 2024. On air quality, the final Air Quality
Improvement Program (AQIP) workshop held in
Chiang Mai in January 2025 marked an important
milestone.

Beyond Thailand, trilateral cooperation is also
progressing, through irrigation projects in Laos and the
continuation of the PREACTS-ASAMCO programme
to prevent zoonotic diseases in South-East Asia. In the
maritime and security domains, EF organised three
regional workshops in March 2025 on sustainable ship
waste management and the law of the sea, in cooperation
with the Japanese Embassy. In addition, the ESTWA+
and Global Port Safety projects have delivered tangible
outcomes, from regional cybersecurity workshops in
early 2025 to technical scoping missions at Laem
Chabang and Map Tha Phut ports in late 2024.

'We would like to warmly thank the TICA teams
for their long-standing trust and cooperation. This
partnership now opens a new chapter with the Five-Year
Work Plan (2026-2030), signed in Paris on January 21,
2026, and expanding joint actions to include development
cooperation in Africa.

Partnership highlights

Health: Llnitiative - French facility to fight HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, and to strengthen
systems for health. Despite a tightening global funding
landscape, regional efforts continue to prioritize
tuberculosis research through the IRD-Ministry of
Health partnership in Thailand and vital support for
civil society organisations. This commitment is reinforced
by renewed initiatives in Tak Province for 2026-2028
focusing on maternal health, tuberculosis, and the
Migrant Fund (M-Fund)—a micro health insurance
scheme for migrants. Following collaborative missions
by TICA and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2025
to address the decline in international humanitarian
aid, AFD continues its regional support through
Expertise France and Llnitiative; these efforts specifically
target the Thailand-Myanmar border, contributing to
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the development of training programmes through the
Border Health Learning Center, the delivery of
migrant-friendly services, rie prevention and control of
communicable diseases, and the improvement of
women’s and children’s health.

Air Quality: AQIP Thailand

During the final workshop of the Air Quality
Improvement Program (AQIP) on January 24, 2025.
TICA highlightec? the critical intersection of climate
change and PM2.5 pollution as a top regional priority.
Represented by Deputy Director-General Mrs. Arunee
Hiam, TICA emphasized fostering partnerships for
technology and data sharing to strengthen Thailand’s
role as a regional model. Central to these discussions
were the acilievements of the AQIP Thailand project,
which was EF with funding from AFD. A landmark
achievement of the project was the delivery of
Chiang Mai’s first high-resolution emission inventory
for a 2022 baseline. These findings revealed that while
biomass burning is significant duting smoke-haze petiods,
traffic emissions account for up to 76% of pollution
during the non-burning season. This data-driven report
directly informed the collaborative brainstorming session
for Chiang Maf’s 5-year action plan, ensuring that future
interventions in transportation and agriculture are
grounded in precise scientific evidence.

Finance for Biodiversity

In February 2024, TICA and the AFD reached a
significant milestone in their 2023-2025 Cooperation
Programme with the ‘Finance for Biodiversity Forum’ held
at the ThaiBev Quarter in Bangkok. During the event,
Mrs. Arunee Hiam, Deputy Director-General of TICA,
delivered a keynote speech on Thailand’s international
development cooperation and biodivetsity, emphasizing
the integration of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
(SEP) and the Bio-Circular-Green (BCG) Economy
Model to address global environmental challenges.
Demonstrating a shared commitment to sustainable
finance, TICA joined AFD and partners in supporting
the Fin4Bio Joint Recommendation to promote
biodiversity conservation within the financial and
business sectors. This collaboration underscored TICAs
role in fostering human security through projects focused
on sustainable agriculture and natural resource
management, further solidifying the Franco-Thai
partnership’s dedication to fulfilling the Letter of Intent
for Franco-Thai dialogue on the environment,
biodiversity, and the protection of endangered species.
In October 2025, AFD approved a €200,000 grant to
support the Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP) in
implementing these recommendations.
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On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of
the Thailand International Cooperation Agency
(TICA), it is my great pleasure, on behalf of the
Government of Japan, to extend our warmest
congratulations and best wishes on this significant
milestone.

Since its establishment, TICA has played a
central role in the planning and implementation
of Thailand’s development cooperation, with a
particular strength in technical cooperation.
Through bilateral, triangular, and regional
cooperation frameworks, TICA has effectively
shared Thailand’s accumulated knowledge and
experience with the international community.
These efforts clearly demonstrate TICA’s steady
growth and its rising profile as a key actor in
international cooperation.

TICA’s cooperation with neighboring countries
has been especially noteworthy in foundational
sectors such as education, health, and agriculture,
helping partner countries strengthen the basic
capacities needed to address their own development
challenges. In recent years, TICA has further
expanded the scope of its activities beyond the
region, extending its cooperation to South Asia,
Africa, and other parts of the world.

Moreover, TICA's human-centered approach—
characterized by close collaboration with universities
and research institutions, as well as a strong emphasis
on practical training—has made a significant
contribution to human resource development.
Through its efforts to foster capacity and
build mutual trust, TICA has earned a solid
reputation, and its work is widely recognized by
the international community.
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FROM AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF JAPAN
TO THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND

Development cooperation between Japan and
Thailand dates back to 1954, and over the decades,
our two countries have built a close and enduring
partnership. It is deeply gratifying to see how this
long-standing cooperation has supported TICA’s
development and has contributed to Thailand’s
growing role in international cooperation.

Japan and Thailand continue to be important
partners in the international community. The
Government of Japan looks forward to further
strengthening its collaboration with TICA,
including through third-country cooperation, in
addressing shared global challenges. I sincerely
wish TICA continued success and even greater
achievements in the years ahead.

/ﬁgﬁ by

(OTAKA Masato)
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of Japan to the Kingdom of Thailand



Narrative Overview of JICA-TICA Cooperation

The partnership between the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) and the Thailand International Cooperation Agency
(TICA) represents one of the most enduring, dynamic, and
transformative development collaborations in Asia. Rooted in the
long history of Japan’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) to
Thailand—beginning in 1954 and culminating in seven decades
of shared progress—the relationship has gradually evolved from a
donor-recipient model into a forward-looking partnership of equals
committed to co-creating regional solutions.

From Early Assistance to Institutional Partnership

Japan's ODA to Thailand began through the Colombo Plan,
with Thai trainees visiting Japan in 1954. Over the following decades,
ODA grew to include grants, yen loans, technical cooperation,
dispatch of experts, and volunteer programmes, addressing
Thailand’s fundamental development nceds and accelerating its
socio-economic growth. By the 1970s, as Japan's own economic
strength increased, JICA established its Thailand Office in 1974 to
anchor long-term cooperation.

As Thailand progressed from a low-income country to lower-
middle income status in 1993, and eventually upper-middle income
status by 2010, the nature of JICA’s support shifted accordingly—
from basic infrastructure development to more strategic cooperation
in social development, governance, and emerging global issues.
Throughout this evolution, Thailand remained one of ASEAN’s
major ODA recipients, reflecting the depth of trust and mutual
benefit between the pattners.

The Role of TICA: Thailand’s Emergence as a Development
Partner

The establishment of TICA signaled a major milestone in the
partnership: Thailand’s transition from aid recipient to emerging
donor. Officially decpening trilateral and South-South cooperation,
TICA became a co-driver of international development,
coordinating with JICA to expand Thailand’s role in regional
capacity-building.

Key agreements—especially the Japan-Thailand Partnership
Programme (JTPP) launched in 1994 and updated through JTPP2
(2003) and JTPP3 (2019)—formalized joint cooperation for third
countries. The collaboration matured further in 2017, when TICA
and JICA initiated a strategic partnership for third-country
cooperation, highlighting Thailand’s readiness to share its
development experience with neighboring countties.

Today, TICA and JICA jointly operate programmes such as:

* Third Country Training Programme (TCTP)

* Triangular cooperation initiatives (especially across ASEAN
and Meckong subregion)

* South-South Cooperation frameworks supporting agriculture,
community development, public health, and disaster response

These platforms position Thailand not only as a beneficiary
of Japan’s ODA but also as a provider of knowledge and development
expertise.

Cooperation Across Key Sectors

The JICA-TICA partnership encompasses a comprehensive
set of development sectors shaped by Thailand’s shifting socio-
economic trajectory.

1) Infrastructure and Connectivity

JICA’s yen loans and technical cooperation underpinned
Thailands critical infrastructure, including:

* transportation networks such as urban mass transit (blue
line, purple line, red line)

* Suvarnabhumi Airport

* Major road and port systems

These investments supported Thailand’s industrialisation and
export-driven growth.
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2) Industrial Development and Human Resources

JICA contributed to industrial promotion, particularly in:

* Automotive and electronics sectors

* Engineering education

¢ AUN/SEED-Net, a regional university network
strengthening engineering capacity

These human capital investments created a foundation for
Thailand’s competitiveness in global supply chains.

3) Agriculture and C ity Develop

Programmes under TICA-JICA cooperation improved
sustainable agricultural practices and rural incomes, integrating
initiatives such as:

* Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP)-based training

® Market-oriented agriculture (SHEP)

* Community resilience building

These efforts also extend to trilateral programmes involving
neighboring countries.

4) Social and Environmental Sectors

The partnership also strengthened public health systems, social
secutity structures, water management, climate change adaptation,
and disaster preparedness—reflecting Thailand’s development
priorities as it entered upper-middle income status.

Cross-Cutting Cooperation: Building People-to-People
Links

Beyond hard infrastructure, JICA and TICA place strong
emphasis on human-centered development:

* Training of Thai personnel in Japan

* Dispatch of Japanese experts and volunteers to Thailand

* SATREPS (Science and Technology Research Partnership
for Sustainable Development) linking researchers

¢ Public-Private Partnership (PPP) support for businesses
aligned with SDGs

These programmes deepen institutional capacities and build
a shared professional culture among Thai and Japanese partners.

Shared Vision for Regional and Global Development

With increasing global challenges—climate change, digital
transformation, demographic aging, and disaster risks—JICA and
TICA now jointly explore solutions extending beyond national
borders. As highlighted in JICAs global agenda, cooperation
emphasizes prosperity, people, peace, and planet, aligning with
Thailand’s 13th National Economic and Social Development Plan
and its Bio-Circular-Green economic model.

TICA-JICA collaboration is thus no longer confined to
traditional aid modalities; it has become a model of:

* Mutual growth

* Joint regional leadership

¢ Co-creation of knowledge

Together, the agencies engage in workshops, annual policy
dialogues, and development planning meetings—such as the
TICA-JICA Annual Meeting for Technical Cooperation (JFY
2025)—to review needs, coordinate strategies, and reaffirm joint
commitments.

A ip Rooted in Respect, Evolving Toward Co-Creation

The 70th anniversary commemoration underscores that the
success of Japan-Thailand cooperation stems not only from financial
resources and technical expertise but from human relationships
built on trust and respect. Thai partners’ voices, as emphasized in
the summary book, highlight decades of shared problem-solving,
institutional strengthening, and cultural understanding.

As Thailand continues its trajectory toward high-income
status by 2037, the JICA-TICA partnership is poised to expand its role
in shaping regional peace and prosperity. What began as development
assistance has evolved into a strategic partnership for the future of
ASEAN and beyond—one that continues to contribute to sustainable
development, resilience, and human secutity across generations.
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I extend my sincere congratulations to the
Thailand International Cooperation Agency
(TICA) on the publication of A Decade of TICA:
Building on 21 Years of Development Cooperation.
This volume is a meaningful record that captures
TICA’s dedication, achievements, and unwavering
efforts over the past two decades to advance
sustainable development in Thailand and across
the broader Southeast Asian region. It stands as a
testament to TICA’s strategic vision, institutional
leadership, and tangible impact in the field of
development cooperation.

The Republic of Korea has long collaborated
closely with TICA, cherishing the spirit of mutual
trust, shared goals, and strong partnership that
has guided our joint efforts. Together, our two
countries have advanced cooperation across diverse
areas including human resource development,
community-level support for vulnerable groups,
and triangular development cooperation thereby
strengthening people-to-people connections,
promoting inclusive growth, and contributing to
sustainable progress across the region.

Thailand has firmly established itself as a
leading development cooperation actor in Southeast
Asia. Its strategic role in supporting capacity-building
and sustainable development in neighboring
countries, including those in the Mekong sub-
region, underscores Thailand’s commitment to
regional stability and prosperity. The experiences
and lessons reflected in this publication highlight
Thailand’s leadership and forward-looking vision,
offering valuable insights for policymakers,
practitioners, and future generations of development
cooperation professionals. They also reaffirm how
long-term, partnership-driven cooperation can
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FROM THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AMBASSADOR
TO THAILAND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AGEN-

generate meaningful and lasting benefits for
communities and institutions alike.

I hope this book inspires many readers and
serves as a useful reference for both practitioners
and scholars in the development field. The
achievements of Korea-Thailand cooperation
showcased in these pages illustrate not only the
enduring friendship and strong partnership
between our two countries, but also provide the
international community with an exemplary
model of development cooperation grounded in
mutual respect and shared responsibility.

Once again, I congratulate TICA on this
significant accomplishment and wish the agency
continued success and prosperity in all its future
endeavors. [ look forward to the lasting growth of
the partnership between our two countries.

o

H.E. Mr. Park Yongmin
Ambassador of the Republic of Korea



Narrative Overview of Cooperation
between Korea and TICA

Since 1991, Thailand has been one of the Republic
of Korea’s most significant development cooperation
partners, and over the past three decades the two countries
have cultivated a solid and forward-looking partnership
rooted in mutual trust, shared aspirations, and a commitment
to sustainable development. What began as traditional
development assistance has evolve§ into a mature,
strategic collaboration that now stretches across
capacity-building, environmental sustainability; inclusive
community development, and regional cooperation.
The longevity and depth of this partnership reflect the
steady expansion of common interests and the shared
recognition that development is most effective when
countries work as equal and responsible partnets.

Human resource development (HRD) has long
stood at the core of Korea-Thailand cooperation.
Through Korea’s invitational training programmes, 1,271
Thai officials and professionals have enhanced their
expertise in areas such as public administration, green
growth, digital transformation, industrial development,
and governance. These programmes have equipped Thai
participants not only with technical knowledge but also
with policy insights that support Thailand’s national
development strategies. Complementing these efforts,
over 2,500 Korean volunteers have served in Thailand,
contributing to local development in fields including
Korean language education, community empowetment,
ICT education, and public health promotion. Their
grasstoots involvement has strengthened people-to-people
ties and helped build long-term networks of friendship
between citizens of both countries. These HRD
achievements represent a shared investment in human
capital, which remains one of the most sustainable
drivers of development.

Korea has also supported Thailand through Small-
Scale Grant Aid, a flexible assistance modality designed
to address community-level needs and enhance the
resilience of vulnerable populations. These projects have
included support for educational facilities, basic
healthcare equipment, livelihood tools for low-income
communities, and small-scale infrastructure that improves
daily life in under-resourced areas. By tailoring each
project to local priorities identified by communities
themselves, this form of assistance has contributed to
inclusive development and ensured that Korea-Thailand
cooperation remains meaningful at the grassroots level.
The steady provision of small-scale aid shows Korea’s
commitment to ensuring that development benefits
reach not only national institutions but also socially and
economically disadvantaged groups.

Another important dimension of bilateral cooperation
is the collaboration around international observances,
particularly the United Nations’ ‘International Day of
Clean Air for Blue Skies’, which Korea initiated and
successfully adopted at the UN General Assembly in
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2019. Thailand has been an active partner in advancing
this global agenda, and in commemoration of the day,
BMA, TICA, and KOICA have jointly implemented the
KOICA Blue Sky Project, which raises public awareness
on air quality through environmental education, creative
activities, exhibitions, and youth engagement programmes.
The project also provides PM 2.5 air-quality monitoring
sensors to selected schools in Bangkok, enabling data-based
environmental learning for students. These joint efforts
exemplify how both countries are working together to
safeguard clean air as a fundamental human right and
turn global environmental commitments into tangible
local action.

Beyond bilateral initiatives, Korea and Thailand
have increasingly expanded their cooperation through
triangular cooperation, particularly within the Mekong
sub-region and Southeast Asia. Both countries recognise
that many development challenges such as climate
change, waste management, digital transformation, and
public health transcend national borders and require
collective solutions. Through TICA and KOICA, the
two countries have co-designed and implemented
triangular cooperation projects that support neighboring
countries, especially in areas such as e-waste management,
environmental sustainability, agriculture modernisation,
and human resource development. These programmes
provide technical expertise and demonstrate a model of
partnership among developing economies that share
similar development experiences.

Institutional cooperation has also expanded through
the Fourth TICA-KOICA Action Plan (2023-2025),
which outlines multi-year collaboration frameworks in
water resource management, fisheries development,
science and technology, environmental protection, and
human resource development. Building on this progress,
the upcoming Fifth TICA-KOICA Action Plan (2026-
2028) is being formulated to further strengthen triangular
cooperation, enabling Thailand and Korea to jointly
support development initiatives in third countries. This
shift reflects the growing maturity of bilateral cooperation
and the shared commitment of both agencies to contribute
more strategically to regional and global development.

Taken together, these diverse strands of cooperation
demonstrate the remarkable depth and breadth of the
Korea-Thailand partnership. Over more than three
decades, the two countries have built a cooperation
model that is not only effective and future-oriented but
also grounded in mutual respect and shared responsibility.
Asglobal challenges continue to evolve, the Korea-Thailand
partnership stands as a strong example of how countries
can work together to promote sustainable development,
support their communities, and contribute to a more
resilient and inclusive future for the region and beyond.
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It is a privilege to join in celebrating the
remarkable journey of the Thailand International
Cooperation Agency (TICA) and its significant
contributions to regional development over the
past decade. TICAs evolution, from its origins as
the Department of Technical and Economic
Cooperation to its current role as a dynamic and
strategic partner in international cooperation,
reflects the leadership, vision, and adaptability of
Thailand in advancing global development
priorities. This shift represents much more than
institutional reform; it demonstrates Thailand’s
commitment to building collaborative partnerships
that draw on shared expertise, foster innovation,
and deliver sustainable progress. Today, TICA
stands as a respected institution that connects
Thailand’s creativity, commitment, and technical
capability with partners across the world.

Australia deeply values its enduring partnership
with Thailand — a relationship shaped over many
decades and built on mutual trust, practical
cooperation, and shared aspirations for resilient,
inclusive, and sustainable growth. A powerful
symbol of this relationship is the first Thai-Lao
Friendship Bridge, constructed with Australian
support and opened more than 30 years ago. This
bridge has not only linked two countries; it has
linked communities, strengthened trade, and
demonstrated the transformative potential of
long-term, forward-looking cooperation. It stands
as a reminder that development partnerships can
create enduring benefits that far outlast the
projects themselves.
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FROM THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR
TO THAILAND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION AGENCY

In the same spirit, our cooperation with TICA
continues to deliver practical outcomes that
strengthen institutions, support innovation, and
empower people. Together, we have developed
programmes that build local capability, address
shared development challenges, and enable our
countries to learn from one another. Whether
supporting sustainable resource management,
climate resilience, education, or emerging leaders
who will shape our region’s future, our joint efforts
show that development is most effective when
partners invest not only in technical solutions but
also in human capital, networks, and long-term
relationships.

These achievements underscore that
international cooperation is not simply a technical
exercise. It is about exchanging knowledge,
learning together, and enabling countries and
communities to define and apply solutions that
reflect their priorities. It is about building
connections that strengthen the region in ways
that endure — just like the Friendship Bridge.

On this special occasion, I commend TICA
for its leadership and commitment to making a
meaningful impact. Australia looks forward to
continuing our cooperation, expanding our shared
efforts, and deepening our partnership. Together,
we will continue to strengthen our region and
support a resilient, prosperous, and sustainable
future for all.

/"j” /wacm/uvb/-

Dr. Angela Macdonald PSM

Ambassador of Australian to Thailand



Narrative Overview of Cooperation between Austraria and TICA

Australia’s cooperation with Thailand is anchored in the
countries’ Strategic Partnership, which defines the overarching
framework for our engagement. Australia engages actively with
Thailand through regional programmes, cross-border initiatives,
and sectoral partnerships. The Strategic Partnership identifies four
priority pillars—political and security engagement, economic
engagement and growth, sectoral collaboration, and people-to-
people connections—which together shape Australia’s development
cooperation with Thailand.

Political and security cooperation

Australia’s cooperation on political and security matters aims
to strengthen Thailand’s ability to address traditional and non-
traditional threats, reinforce regional stability, and deepen strategic
ties. Collaboration under this pillar involves high-level political
dialogue, including biennial ministetial meetings, Senior Officials’
Talks, and Defence-to-Defence consultations.

Several regional programmes support Thailand’s capacity to
respond to transnational threats. Through the ASEAN-Australia
Counter Trafficking (ASEAN-ACT), Australia provides technical
support for Thailand’s Counter Trafficking in Persons Centre of
Excellence—the first of its kind in Southeast Asia. ASEAN-ACT
also supports development of a national curriculum for counter-
trafficking practitioners, emphasising victim-centred and
gender-sensitive approaches.

The Mekong-Australia Partnership (MAP) delivers significant
public-sector capacity assistance, including through the
Mekong-Australia Partnership on Transnational Crime (MAP-
TNC) which works across borders to improve Thailand’s ability to
counter money laundering, illicit drugs and child sexual exploitation.

Thailand’s cyber resilience is supported through the Targeted
Cyber Uplift Programme, and Australia contributes to regional
maritime security through the Southeast Asia Maritime Partnerships
Initiative, which builds skills, enhances information sharing, and
strengthens maritime governance aligned with ASEAN priorities.

Economic engagement

Economic cooperation builds on existing trade architecture
including TAFTA, AANZFTA and RCER as well as a bilateral
Strategic Economic Cooperation Arrangement. Two-way trade is
substantial—valued at $32.8 billion in 2024—and Australia secks
to strengthen this relationship by enhancing Thailand’s economic
competitiveness, supporting investment, and enabling regional
connectivity.

The Southeast Asia Government-to-Government Partnerships
Programme (SEAG2G) enhances collaboration in education and
skills development, public institutions, and sustainable agriculture.
This includes partnerships such as the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission’s engagement with the Trade Competition
Commission of Thailand.

Australia is also committed to support Thailand’s accession to
the OECD. This includes the delivery of an in-depth workshop
series for representatives of the Thai government and the private
sector to learn about Australi’’s OECD experience and has covered
topics such as competition, public and corporate governance, and
taxation reform.

A major pillar of cooperation is the Partnerships for Infrastructure
(P4I) initiative. Through P4I, Australia supports Thailand’s
priorities on tesilient and sustainable transport systems, maritime
decarbonisation, green energy development including hydrogen
and integrated energy system planning.
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The Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative provides additional
economic cooperation through ASEAN structures, including work
on digital economy integration, an investment toolkit for Smart
Cities, and support for the ASEAN Plan of Action on Science,
Technology and Innovation.

MAP contributes by helping Thailand use evidence and
analysis to respond to economic shocks and support vulnerable
communities—aligning with Australia’s broader goal of
strengthening regional economic resilience.

Sectoral collaboration

Sectoral cooperation spans research, technology, innovation,
water, health security, agriculture, public health, natural resource
management, and climate-resilient development. In health,
Australia supports Thailand to bolster domestic manufacturing and
pandemic preparedness. CSIRO wotks with Thai partners—including
NSTDA, BIOTEC, GPO, and the National Biopharmaceutical
Facility—on biologics and pharmaceuticals manufacturing to
improve equitable access to medicines. Australia also funds and
supports the ASEAN Centre for Public Health Emergencies and
Emerging Diseases

‘Watet security cooperation is delivered through MAP, including
work with the Eastern Economic Corridor Office to develop an
integrated water strategy. Climate adaptation projects include
Monash University’s work with Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration on urban design and nature-based solutions.
Digital transformation support included strengthening cyber-fitness
for Thai SME:s to help them participate safely and effectively in the
digital economy.

People-to-people links

People-to-people connections ate a central pillar of cooperation,
with education, skills, institutional partnerships, civil society
exchanges, and parliamentary diplomacy forming key components.
Australia supports deep institutional collaboration.

Scholarships and exchanges remain vital. Under MAP, 10
postgraduate Australia Awards scholarships are awarded each year,
and multiple masterclass courses have supported more that 140
Thai leaders to study in Australia. There are more than 40
university-to-university partnerships linking Thai and Australian
institutions, including dual degtee programmes. The New Colombo
Plan continues to bring Australian students to Thailand with over
2,700 students supported to study or intern in Thailand.

Through progtamme such as the Aus4ASEAN Digital
Transformation and Future Skills Initiative, Australia supports
TVET scholarships and digital-skills development. The TRIANGLE
in ASEAN programme supports safe labour migtation into Thailand,
benefiting thousands of migrant workers through its Migrant
Resource Centres.

Delivery Approach

Australia’s cooperation is implemented primarily through
regional initiatives rather than bilateral programmes. Australia
emphasises locally led approaches, extensive consultation, and
partnerships with Thai government agencies, civil society, and the
private sector. Monitoring, evaluation, and learning mechanisms
ensure that cooperation remains adaptive, evidence-based, and
aligned with both countries’ strategic priorities.
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It is a great honor to contribute to the
commemorative volume, ‘A Decade of TICA:
Building on 21 Years of Development Cooperation’.
This publication celebrates the achievements of
the Thailand International Cooperation Agency
and reflects the enduring spirit of partnership and
solidarity that has defined Thailand’s role in
international development.

Thailand’s story is one of remarkable
transformation, with the country now emerging
as a donor that shares its expertise and resources
with partners across the globe. This transition
reflects the country’s resilience, vision, and steadfast
commitment to sustainable development, and
offers an inspiring example for other countries
pursuing their own development journeys.

Opver the past two decades, TICA has become
a trusted partner in advancing the Sustainable
Development Goals through South-South and
Triangular Cooperation. Its vision and leadership
have strategically positioned Thailand as a hub for
knowledge sharing, technical expertise, and
innovative solutions that benefit communities
across Asia and beyond. Thailand is a regional
leader with a growing presence and influence on
the global stage.

The United Nations in Thailand has been
privileged to work closely with TICA in areas that
exemplify Thailand’s strengths:

* Advancing the transition to a green economy
and promoting environmentally sustainable
practices;

* Investing in human capital through
education, health, and vocational training; and

FROM THE UNITED NATIONS RESIDENT COORDINATOR IN
THAILAND TO THAILAND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION AGENCY

* Reducing inequalities and strengthening
resilience by ensuring that no one is left behind.

Together, we have launched flagship initiatives
that scale up organic agriculture, enhance strategic
health diplomacy, and expand access to reproductive
health services for vulnerable populations. These
projects embody the principles of inclusivity,
sustainability, and mutual benefit, and they
demonstrate how partnerships can deliver
transformative outcomes.

Thailand’s journey toward becoming an
emerging donor is a testament to its determination
and vision. It stands today as a shining example
of how national leadership, combined with
international cooperation, can deliver results that
matter for people and the planet.

On behalf of the United Nations in Thailand,
I extend my heartfelt congratulations to TICA on
this milestone. May the next decade of cooperation
continue to inspire ambition, strengthen
partnerships, and accelerate progress towards the

SDGs.

LT IED

Michaela Friberg-Storey

United Nations Resident Coordinator in Thailand
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UN Thailand and TICA: Partnering

to Advance South-South and Triangular Cooperation

The United Nations values its longstanding
partnership with Thailand and recognises the country’s
sustained leadership in international development
cooperation. Through the Thailand International
Cooperation Agency (TICA), Thailand has consistently
translated national development experience into practical
cooperation that responds to regional needs across the
Asia-Pacific and beyond, helping to shape South-South
and Triangular Cooperation as a results-oriented practice.

Anchored in the UN Sustainable Development
Cooperation Framework 2022-2026, the partnership
aligns UN technical expettise with Thailand’s priorities,
leveraging the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy and the
Bio-Circular-Green Economy Model as concrete
cooperation approaches to advance TICA’s development
policy on ensuring human security in four aspects (4S),
namely food security, health security, job security; and
energy and environment security. Beyond national
alignment, Thailand’s role as a regional hub for international
development cooperation further strengthens the
partnership. Thailand’s hosting of the UN Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), provides a platform for policy leadership and
peer learning, enabling nationally grounded solutions
to inform regional dialogues and be shared, adapted,
and scaled across the Global South.

From Commitment to Impact

The launch of the UN Flagship South-South and
Triangular Cooperation Initiatives in March 2023 with
TICA marked a turning point in the partnership, moving
cooperation from commitment to action. Convened by
the UN Resident Coordinator in Thailand and the
Director-General of TICA on the margins of the
Asia-Pacific Forum for Sustainable Development, the
launch brought together the Ambassador of the European
Union to Thailand, relevant Thai line ministry
representatives and the UN Country Team. Since then,
the collaboration has delivered tangible results across
joint priority areas.

In health, collaboration between the World Health
Organisation and the Ministry of Public Health
strengthened capacity through Global Health Diplomacy
training for officials from Timor-Leste, Sti Lanka, and
Bangladesh. In parallel, cooperation with the UN
Population Fund supported improvements in midwifery
standards in five partner countries, contributing to
safer maternal health outcomes.
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Beyond health, progress has also been made in
advancing the green economic transition. A trilateral
partnership between TICA, the European Union, and
the International Trade Centre expanded organic
agriculture practices in Lao PDR and across ASEAN,
enabling farmers to access higher-value markets while
safeguarding biodiversity. Cooperation with the
International Organisation for Migration further
strengthened skills certification systems, supporting
safer migration pathways, cross-border recognition of
professional qualifications, and more inclusive labour
mobility.

Future Outlook: Opportunities to Scale Joint
Action Through South-South and Triangular
Cooperation

As the current Cooperation Framework cycle
advances, the UN in Thailand sees strong opportunities
to work alongside TICA to build on established
cooperation through a structured approach to joint
implementation. This creates space to extend programmes
that can be delivered, adapted, and scaled, drawing on
Thailand’s experience while remaining responsive to
partner country demand.

A high-level dialogue in May 2025 between the
UN Resident Coordinator in Thailand and the Directot-
General of TICA highlighted areas where future
collaboration with the UN Country Team could add
value. The exchange reaffirmed Thailand’s role as a regional
convener and solution provider and identified four areas
for continued engagement: health, employment, food
and energy, and environmental sustainability. Within
these pillars, UN agencies and TICA discussed
opportunities to organise cooperation into structured
initiatives, strengthen cross-border engagement, and
support regional learning, particularly within ASEAN
and neighbouring contexts.

Through continued dialogue and collaboration, the
UN in Thailand remains a committed partner to the
Government of Thailand in translating national experience
into regional cooperation outcomes under the Cooperation
Framework and beyond. Taken together, the partnership
demonstrates how the SDGs, grounded in local experience,
can drive resilient and inclusive pathways to sustainable
development and a more prosperous future together.
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Development Assistance: A Decade of
Thailand’s Contribution to Global
Development

Throughout the past decade, Thailand has
operated as a development partner, extending
assistance through the transfer of knowledge,
resources, and financial support to partner
nations. The value of assistance to foreign
countries in 2016 reached 7.104 billion Baht.
Thereafter, assistance values decreased to
approximately 4.5 billion Baht per annum for
three consecutive years. In 2020, the global
COVID-19 pandemic substantially affected
cooperative operations, leading to a reduction
in Thailand’s assistance to 1.726 billion Baht,
before an upturn was recorded in 2021.

The value of assistance provided by
Thailand throughout the decade encompasses

three categories, as follows:
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Grantsand Technical Cooperation
to support initiatives that strengthen
development capacity within organisations,
communitjes, and target populations in partner
countries. These activities encompass various
modalities, including development cooperation
programmes and the deployment of experts
and Thai volunteers to provide instruction and
advisory support in partner countries.
Additional support includes the provision of
academic scholarships, training and study visit
opportunities, as well as the supply of tools,
materials, and essential equipment for
operational purposes.
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Contributions to International
Organisations to enhance multilateral
cooperation, strengthen Thailand’s engagement
within international organisations, and
facilitate progress towards the Sustainable
Development Goals. Such contributions also
support the operational mandates of
international organisations pursuant to
international agreements.
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Soft Loans to supportinfrastructure
projects ot public utility development in
developing countries, constituting financial
assistance offered under preferential terms
compared to commercial lending, These loans
feature significantly lower interest rates than
market rates, extended repayment periods
beyond standard terms, and may include grant
components.
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Thailandsinternational development
assistance is guided by foreign policy principles
that promote proactive diplomacy, aimed at
fostering international partnerships, elevating
Thailand’s status as a sustainable development
partner, and positioning Thailand as a key actor
in South-South Cooperation and Triangular
Cooperation.
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The Role of TICA in Assisting
Developing Nations

Throughout the past ten years, TICA has
consistently undertaken international
development coopetation through the delivery
of comprehensive assistance to partner
countries actoss vatious sectors. Total assistance
valued at over 4,462 million Baht has been
directed towards fostering inclusive and
sustainable development capacity. TICA’s
assistance is distributed across the following
categories:
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Bilateral: Bilateral cooperation
arrangements between Thailand and partner
countries exccuted across various sectors.
Activities include development cooperation
programmes, deployment of Thai experts and
volunteers to deliver training and advisory
setvices in partner countties, supply of tools,
materials, and essential equipment to support
operations, and facilitation of knowledge
exchange in multiple fields.

Bilateral: W3n1A / TIPP (Thailand Post
Graduate Programme): u#nsnEaanin/
AITC (Annual Interpational Training Courses):
NuElnaususzzdu / TCDC / Trilateral /
Cooperation Framework
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TIPP (Thailand International
Postgraduate Programme): Postgraduate
scholarship programme for private sector
professionals from developing countries
globally, enabling advanced study in disciplines
relevant to international development and
sectors in which Thailand demonstrates
established expertise and is well-positioned to
facilitate knowledge transfer.
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AITC (Annual International
Training Courses): Short-term training
programme conducted annually, covering areas
of major international development significance
and sectors in which Thailand demonstrates
established expertise.

TCDC (Technical Cooperation
‘ among ngeloping Countries):
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TCDC (Technical Cooperation
among Developing Countries): International
development cooperation mechanism amongst
developing countries in which partner nations
assume shared responsibility for operational
costs to enable the exchange of best practices
in policy development and institutional systems.
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Triangular Cooperation:
A modality of cooperation whereby Thailand
coordinates with other donor partners to
combine tesources for the delivery of technical

assistance to third countries.
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Cooperation Framework:
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Cooperation Framework:
Development cooperation activities implemented
under regional and sub-regional mechanisms,
including ASEAN, GMS, ACMECS, IMT-GT,
and BIMSTEC.
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Annually, TICA provides an average
assistance value of approximately 450 million
Baht. Beyond enhancing professional capacity
in partner countries, this reinforces Thailand’s
role as ‘a donor of development assistance’ with
a profound understanding of developing
countries’ contexts.
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