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Mr. President,

1. At the outset, Thailand wishes to express its appreciation for the presentation
of the annual report. We take note of the substantial work undertaken
in the administration of international criminal justice, particularly amid
the increasingly challenging environment reflected in the report.

2. Thailand attaches great importance to accountability for the most serious
international crimes and ending impunity for them. Justice is essential
not only to addressing past atrocities, but also to preventing
their recurrence and building lasting peace.

3. We believe that justice must above all be meaningful to victims and
affected communities. The report’s account of more than 23,500 victims
participating in proceedings and of reparations ordered and implemented
shows why this matters. By restoring dignity, providing reparations, and
rebuilding trust in institutions, international criminal justice can make a real
contribution to peace and security, sustainable development, and
human rights — the three pillars of the United Nations.

Mr. President,

4. At a time of growing international divisions and challenges to multilateral
cooperation, Thailand believes that sustaining confidence in international
criminal justice requires our collective and sustained attention.
Recent developments reflect differing perspectives and approaches among
States towards international accountability mechanisms. Each State’s decision
whether to become a party to a treaty is a sovereign one and must be respected.
While these differences should not diminish our shared commitment to justice,
they underline the need for dialogue and mutual understanding.

5. Rather than allowing such differences to deepen, we should seek to better
understand the concerns underlying them, including those of States that
are not parties to the Rome Statute, identify areas of common ground,
and work together to strengthen confidence in international justice.
Thailand believes that constructive engagement, guided by mutual respect,
the sovereign equality of States, and adherence to international law,
is essential to ensuring that the pursuit of accountability remains a shared
endeavour of all States.



6. In this connection, Thailand attaches particular importance to the principles
of judicial independence, impartiality, fairness, and due process.
The credibility of international criminal justice also depends on institutional
integrity, transparency and accountability. Safeguarding judicial independence
from undue interference, while upholding these fundamental principles,
is indispensable to maintaining the confidence of States and the international
community.

Mr. President,

7. Effective international criminal justice must be supported by strong national
legal and judicial systems. States have a fundamental responsibility
to investigate and prosecute serious crimes within their jurisdiction,
in accordance with international law. Thailand notes that the report itself
gives prominence to complementarity and support for domestic authorities.
International cooperation, technical assistance, and capacity-building should
reinforce these national efforts, with due regard for national ownership
and the diversity of legal systems.

8. The challenges facing international justice cannot be addressed by any State
or institution alone. Sustained dialogue and constructive cooperation among
States, the United Nations, and relevant international institutions remain
indispensable to advancing accountability and strengthening the international
rule of law.

9. Ultimately, Thailand believes that the strength of international criminal
justice lies not only in the institutions established to uphold it, but also
in the confidence, cooperation, and shared commitment of the international
community. At a time of growing divisions, we must continue to seek
common ground, uphold the principles of international law, and work together
towards a world where justice contributes to lasting peace, sustainable
development, and respect for human dignity. Thailand stands ready
to contribute constructively to that effort, within the bounds of its own legal
position.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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