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Crumbling paper history
By Gamini Mahadura

The 1860 printing machine at the Galle temple

The machines used to print the first registered Sinhala
newspaper - 'Lanka Lokaya' are rusting in a store room of the
Ranwella temple in Kathaluwa, Galle.

The machinery was brought from London in 1860 by King
Chulalankara on the advice of Ven. Bulathgama
Dhammalankara Siri Sumanatissa Thera, chief incumbent at
the Paramananda temple in Minuwangoda, Galle who felt the need for a Sinhala paper.

The paper was first published in June 1860.

After the newspaper was closed down the machinery had been dumped in the temple and the
present chief priest had tried to get the Archaeological Department to purchase it for Rs. 25,000
but little interest was shown,

fiun : www.sundaytimes.lk/970518/newsm.html
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Press that printed first Sinhala newspaper destroyed by fire

A fire at the ancient Ranwella temple in
kKathaluwa, Ahangama on Monday night badly
damaged the press that printed the country’s
first Sinhala newspaper Lankalokaya in August
1860 and totally destroyed the residential
quarters of the monks.

an elderly monk who was present in the temple
when the fire broke out had escaped the
inferno.

Ven. Ahangama Pemananada Thera (79) said
that often the chief incumbent did not reside at
the temple at night. Only he was present when around 9:20 pm smoke came out of the chief
incumbent’s room.

As the volume of smoke increased he had shouted over the parapet wall to the adjoining
Giniwella temple. Following which monks and lay members who were in that temple had rushed
into put out the fire.

- As the chief incumbent’s room was
padlocked they had been reluctant to

" break open the room, but by the time it
. was forced open there had been
nothing left to save, he said.

Fire engines from Galle and Matara
Municipal Councils which rushed to the
i scene finally put out the fire around
1:00 am yesterday.

At the time of the fire Chief incumbent
had been at Subadraramavya, Koggala
¢4 and on hearing of the fire he too had
come there.

The press had been a gift from the King of Thailand. Many visitors come to the temple on a
regular basis to view this historic press.

fiun: http://www.island.Ik/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_title=66564
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