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Abstract

This study paper analyzes the strategic adaptation of middle powers
in the Post-Pax Americana condition in which great powers weaponize
economic and technological infrastructure for strategic competition. It argues
that the traditional policy of ‘bending with the wind’ is no longer sufficient
for middle powers, proposing instead that they transition into ‘risk managers’
aiming to build strategic autonomy by expanding outside options and
accepting redundancy costs to guarantee survival. The study employs an
eight-step Net Assessment framework to diagnose sub-balances, structural
asymmetries, and critical chokepoints among major powers, applying it to
a hypothetical scenario for Thailand across three technology sectors clean
energy, agriculture and food, and water management to evaluate comparative

potential, maintain adaptability, and build bargaining leverage.

Keywords: Middle Powers, Economic Warfare, Net Assessment, Strategic

Autonomy
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3 Karp and Zamiska, The Technological Republic: Hard Power, Soft Belief, and the Future of
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2 Michael Taillard, Economics and Modern Warfare: The Invisible Fist of the Market, 2nd ed.
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018).
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researchgate.net/publication/389901823.
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' Edward Fishman, Chokepoints: American Power in the Age of Economic Warfare (New York:

Portfolio / Penguin, 2025).
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e Iﬂiﬂﬂiwamﬁﬂmﬁmaﬂu The White House, “Remarks by National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan at the Special Competitive Studies Project Global Emerging Technologies Summit,”
from https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/09/16/
remarks-by-national-security-advisor-jake-sullivan-at-the-special-competitive-studies-proj-

ect-global-emerging-technologies-summit/.
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