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Abstract

This study paper asks how geopolitical and geoeconomic issues affect
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) cooperation and create obstacles
for such partnerships. Results are that geopolitical risks undermine trade
openness, as states refocus to prioritize national security over free trade, a
trend clearly reflected in a post-2016 structural turning point. Yet such
volatility may offer an opportunity to revitalize the role of APEC. By
capitalizing on its non-binding institutional status, APEC may establish new
norms through extant mechanisms such as Pathfinder Initiatives; economic
and technical cooperation (ECOTECH); and the Pacific Economic Cooperation
Council (PECC). This dynamic provides Thailand with a strategic instrument
for advancing its own agenda. Accordingly, Thailand may become a key
player in the APEC framework by leveraging the Pathfinder mechanism to
initiate cooperation on politically sensitive, yet essential, contemporary
issues such as artificial intelligence (Al) ethics and supply chain security. This
should be pursued concurrently with elevating Thailand into a policy
information hub through PECC. Additionally, future scenarios with shared
political goals should encourage conflicting parties to look beyond current
disputes toward a mutually advantageous future. By integrating the Multiple
Streams Framework (MSF); Strategic Foresight; and Mission-Oriented
Innovation Policy (MOIP), this approach fosters policy innovation to safeguard

the capabilities and competitiveness of Thailand in APEC.

Keywords: Policy Innovation, Geopolitics, Security, Multilateralism
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