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Abstract

This research aims to portray the troubled relationship between
Thailand and China after the establishment of diplomatic ties by the
Kukrit government in July 1975. Ultra-rightist currents in Thai politics in
the mid-1970s resulted in the 6 October coup and the rise of Thanin’s
anti-communist government in 1976, which in turn created negative
impacts on Thailand’s relations with China. The article also shows
Chinese Ambassador Chai Zemin’s attempts to make friends with leading
fisures in the royal family and the army. Therefore, shortly after Thanin
had been ousted by another coup in October 1977, tensions between
the two countries de-escalated, followed by mutual visits of high-level

leaders in the following year.

Keywords: Thailand-China Relations; the 6 October Coup;

Kukrit Promoj; Thanin Kraivichien; Kriangsak Chomanand; Chai Zemin
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