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Opening Remarks and Introduction of John F. Kennedy Foundation Thailand

Ambassador Pradap Pibulsonggram1

Good morning. His Excellency Ambassador Robert Godec of the United States,
honored guests, distinguished speakers, and moderators, ladies and gentlemen. Today, 60 years
ago, on November 2 2 nd, President John F. Kennedy, the 3 1 st President of the United States,
was assassinated in the course of his duty. His death was a tragedy for the entire world. He was
young and represented the ideas of a new era: an era of respect for and promotion of justice
and freedom and for the pursuit of happiness among the peoples of the world.

For us in Thailand, the sad news came as a great shock. I remember I was a few years
old, running around and hearing the news on television. Who was he? He was well-known and
had a good reputation in Thailand. Our two countries at that time were working closely together
on wide-ranging issues of security, economic, and social significance. Ten days after his
demise, the John F. Kennedy Foundation of Thailand was established on the 2nd of December
1963, to celebrate his life and ideals, to commemorate the good deeds he performed when he
was alive, as a memorial of the principles promoted by him.

The foundation was started by His Excellency Dr. Thanat Khoman, Thailand’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs at that time, using his personal fund of 10,000 baht. Dr. Thanat believed in
the ideals and vision of President Kennedy and, throughout his diplomatic career, worked
towards many of the same goals as had JFK. In fact, they knew each other and met in the White
House in 1963. The Foundation has promoted and supported the Thai-American friendship through
numerous educational and social development projects and cultural activities, as well as promoting
ASEAN, which are directly related to the ideas of both President John F. Kennedy and
Dr. Thanat Khoman.

The Foundation aims always to elevate awareness of the cultural heritage of Thailand
and the United States, to promote Thai-American scientific and technological collaboration,
and to deepen the understanding of Thai-American relations. Programs and projects supported
by the foundation have focused on the ideals of John F. Kennedy, with an emphasis on sacrifice
and public service, youth and education, and service to mankind. Some of the Foundation's
contributions and activities that we are most proud of include The John F. Kennedy Library at
the Prince of Songkla University in Pattani, the Ban Chiang National Museum in Udon Thani,
the Thanat Khoman Arts and Library at NIDA (National Institute of Development Administration),
numerous scholarships for secondary school and university students, several school lunch
programs, support for John F. Kennedy Foundation professors under the Thai-US Educational
Foundation, joint sponsorship of the “Great and Good Friends” project at the American
Embassy to commemorate the 200 years of Thai-American friendship, support for Southeast
Asia Junction or SEA Junction, a center for activities and learning about ASEAN, and support
for Deknoipattana Foundation’s program to strengthen the educational base of pre-school
children in the northeastern part of Thailand.

The current Foundation Committee is committed to staying the course and remaining
relevant. We are therefore looking for new, creative, and innovative ways that the Foundation
can engage with young leaders, academics and authors, archaeologists, artists and actors,
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journalists and scientists to promote closer Thai-American relations and to better define
Thailand’s strategic role, responsibility, and natural interest in the context of today’s geopolitics.
We are gathering here to commemorate the six decades of the Foundation. This is a valuable
occasion to reflect on the areas for cooperation in the years ahead and how to go about it.

Our present world is as promising and challenging as it was in the 1960s. We have entered
a digital age, which has changed our way of life. We cannot imagine how far we have reached
into outer space, which would have stunned President Kennedy. We have to face intense global
rivalries and crises that never seemed to disappear. Despite our advanced civilization, we have
been severely beaten by Mother Nature. Climate change will not spare us all unless we take it
seriously. Thailand and the United States have gone through thick and thin together over the
190 years of our diplomatic ties. America has been, is, and will be a vital source of our
knowledge, security, and economic and technological progress.

Excellencies, honored guests, in the three sessions of today’s roundtable, we hope to
shed light on the way forward for the Thai-American friendship in the 21st century. We hope to hear
how Thai-American relations should be advancing and identify areas for cooperation aimed at
promoting more positive feelings toward the United States among the Thai people. Based on
both the Thai and American perspectives of political, economic, commercial, academic, social
and cultural stakeholders, we hope to learn insights into a mutually beneficial strategic vision
for the future.

As for the younger panelists in the third session, we hope to learn how The John F.
Kennedy Foundation of Thailand can impact important daily-life topics such as education,
culture, lifestyle, cinema, sports, and entertainment, among others. The Foundation would like
to learn how to strengthen future Thai-American interactions, increase international social
cohesion among peers, and raise awareness of the need for stronger Thai-American relations
among the younger generation.

I would like to end my introduction with one last word about wisdom. Both the late
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Thanat Khoman were wise men. One can say that President
Kennedy is quoted by speakers from time to time, and the reflections and thoughts of
Dr. Thanat Khoman are certainly of great value. The Foundation has available for sale in front
of the room a limited number of books on the wisdom, thoughts, ideas, and opinions of
Dr. Thanat Khoman, one of Southeast Asia’s prominent diplomats and visionaries. We hope
you pick up a copy to learn more about this amazing man’s contribution to the security of
Southeast Asia today and the wise words he left us to contemplate — words that have not lost
their relevance to the world today.

Excellencies, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the Foundation, I welcome
you all to the commemorative roundtable of The John F. Kennedy Foundation of Thailand. I
am particularly pleased and delighted that His Excellency Robert Godec could join us this
morning. Thank you. The Foundation is indeed most appreciative of having distinguished
panelsist for our three sessions. Thank you. We are happy to see many representatives and
members from Thai-US friendship organizations, the AFSA, AUA, Fulbright, and the Peace
Corps. I hope I have not forgotten any other organizations. So, let us share our knowledge and
learn from one another how to promote Thai-American friendship in the 2 1 st century. Thank
you all for your participation and attention. Thank you to the International Studies Center of
the Thai Foreign Ministry and the American Studies Association in Thailand for the support
and arrangements. I now declare the commemorative roundtable open.



Commemorative Address

Ambassador Robert Godec2

Your Excellencies, Ambassador Pradap, Ambassador Anuson, Dr. Chaiya, Members of
the Board of Directors, other honored and distinguished guests, and of course, my predecessor,
former Ambassador Skip Boyce, everybody, good morning. Sawaddee Krub.

It is truly terrific to be here with all of you this morning on this very important occasion.
There are a handful of individuals in human history who transcend generations, borders, and
cultures — individuals whose legacies resonate across time and who remain relevant today,
whose actions and ideas continue to have an impact across generations. And certainly,
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was one of those people.

So, it is truly an honor for me to be here today, and I want to say thank you to all of you
for commemorating the terrible moment of his death and his assassination and also being here
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the foundation in his name. So, thank you for the kind
invitation, thank you to the Foundation board of directors, to the International Studies Center,
to the American Studies Association in Thailand, and to others for organising this roundtable.

Sixty years ago, as we just heard, Khun Thanat Khoman, who was himself a visionary,
former ambassador of Thailand to the United States, former foreign minister, and truly an
extraordinary individual and admirer of President Kennedy, established this foundation to
promote greater education opportunities for Thai students and also to do quite a number of
other things, as we just so eloquently heard, to help advance US-Thai relations. Certainly, one
of the missions was to provide scholarships to study in the United States, funding for libraries,
museums and education centers. And I did recently have the opportunity to visit the JFK
Library at the Prince of Songkla University Pattani campus, which is also home to one of our
American senators, and [ was deeply impressed with my engagements there, my opportunity
to discuss with the professors, with some of the students, all the work that they're doing there,
and it is quite impressive.

As we celebrate 190 years of diplomatic relations between Thailand and the United
States, education is clearly a keystone to that partnership, the partnership between our two
countries. And 190 years is remarkable. Thailand is America’s first friend in Asia, and our
relationship continues to be one of the foundations of the relationship that the United States
now has across the Indo-Pacific. Since one of the founding principles of the JFK Foundation
is the promotion of education, we do have a lot in common and a lot that we need to work on
together. Education is clearly an area where collaboration can produce some of the strongest,
longest-lasting, and most impactful collaborations. Currently, we have about 5,300 Thai
students pursuing degrees or conducting research in US universities. That number is up over
last year, up by almost 8% over last year, but frankly, we’re not doing well enough because the
numbers are well down on what it was just a decade ago. Education really does play a strategic
role in bridging nations and shaping the leaders of tomorrow, which is why the US Embassy,
through its various exchange programs, really works hard to connect Thai youth, students,
educators, artists, athletes, rising leaders with their counterparts in the United States and across
the ASEAN region. We certainly work to engage them on strategic priorities ranging from civic
engagement to economic sustainability in so many different areas. And our exchange programs
are robust. There are more than 5,000 Thai alumni of the Fulbright program, the International
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Visitor Leadership Program, and the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI). All
these different programs are important and are making a good contribution.

Recently, we’ve established the Thailand-United States Alumni Association to bring
together alumni from across the country to collaborate on projects that support our mutual
goals. And I look forward to working to expand the collaboration across the United States and
Thai higher educational institutions. We are in the process of putting together a new program
working with IIE that will, for the first time, connect Thai and American universities at a much
deeper level. This will create new opportunities for Thai students and faculty to go to the United
States, and American students and faculty to come here to Thailand. Promoting strong
education linkages between the United States and Thailand will increase international
participation and provide more opportunities for students and faculties. It will serve as a
foundation for mutual development, cultural understanding, and advancement of knowledge in
the broader scope of US-Thailand partnerships.

I’m also very pleased and impressed that one of the founding principles of your
organisation is to promote Thailand-US friendship. The relationship between Thailand and the
United States has long been a model. Thailand is central to the future of this region, and our
relations today are stronger than ever. Our ties form a tapestry that each of us is weaving, and
its threads are government-to-government, business-to-business, university-to-university,
people-to-people, and all of you here are really threads in the tapestry. You’re a key part of this
tapestry of ties, and the work that the foundation does is so important.

I just returned from the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum meetings
in San Francisco, and the Thai delegation under the leadership of Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin had a very successful visit. From engagements with President Biden to other
American leaders and American businesses, new trade, and investment deals, there was an
impressive amount of work done. APEC is another vital initiative that brings us together and
establishes an institutional framework for progress.

But again, it really impressed upon me at these meetings how important getting the
education piece of our relationship right is. If we get that right, then we’re going to build a
common shared future. The United States is deeply dedicated to the Indo-Pacific region and to
our relationship and partnership with Thailand. Right now, I think we have extraordinary
opportunities to make people’s lives better. Working side-by-side, the United States and
Thailand can really do so much together.

However, as I have looked at the partnership between Thailand and the United States
over the past year that [ have been here, I am aware of the challenges we have faced in the past
few years. Despite that, I am struck by the possibilities for the future. As I have engaged with
the new government and its leadership, it is very much my view that we have an opportunity
at this moment that is unparalleled, certainly at least in the past 20 years. This is a moment
when we can and should launch a new effort to strengthen our partnership. We should launch
a decade of initiatives and engagements in the areas of education, economics, business, trade,
government-to-government diplomatic relations, and people-to-people relations. We can
launch a decade of new actions, activities, and initiatives to really bring our two countries
together. And if I might be so bold, that is exactly what President John F. Kennedy would want
us to do today if he were still alive. His vision of a world closer together, working for peace
and human advancement, was truly remarkable. I think we should recommit ourselves to the
ideals of the former president and work together to build a very strong partnership between
Thailand and the United States.

So, I am deeply moved by the foundation’s continuing work, your commitment to honor
his timeless legacy 60 years on, your commitment to keeping the flame of his dream of a better
world alive, and for all the work that you are doing through this foundation.



Let me just again say thank you for the work you are doing. I applaud everything you
are doing to advance the US-Thai partnership and weave an ever more beautiful tapestry of
relations between us. Together, we can, we should, and we must build a better future for Thais,

for Americans, and for people everywhere. Thank you very much. s1agiduniinlunieiu VOUAL
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Good Morning everyone, | want to welcome you to the first session. It's my pleasure
to be here as moderator. Today, during this part, we would like to discuss what the framework
for the strategic relationship between Thailand and the United States might look like in the
21st Century. After this, | will speak in Thai for the rest of the session.
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“Posibilities and the Future of the Thai-US Relationship”

Speakers

Ambassador Ralph Boyce8
Mr. John Evans’

Dr. Paul Chambers'°

Moderator

Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin11

Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin

First, ladies and gentlemen, I hope you enjoyed our session this morning because we
had such a wonderful and very stimulating discussion. What I have learned this morning is that
Thai-US diplomatic relations have been there for a long time — 190 years now — and there are
some internal politics both within the US and in Thailand we have to think through and try to
work out to promote the relations between our two countries. There are some challenges with
geopolitics as well. Additionally, there are some challenges between our two countries that we
have to go through if we want to take forward our relations in the next ten years or forever.

So, it is a pleasure to introduce our three distinguished panelists on “Possibilities and
The Future of Thai-US Relations”. The first speaker probably needs no introduction — Ambassador
Ralph L. Boyce, or “Skip” as we know him. Ambassador Boyce has been here in Thailand several
times, as [ remember, as a junior diplomat and the US Ambassador in Thailand from 2005 to
2007. After that, he joined Boeing International and was President of Boeing Southeast Asia from
February 2008 until October 2021. After Boeing, he came back here to live in Thailand and is now
also the Trustee of the Kenan Foundation Asia.

The next speaker is Mr John Evans. He is a co-founding partner and managing director
of Tractus, an Asia-based advisory firm providing public and private sector trade and
investment assistance. Since the company’s inception, he has had more than 60 people in the
firm who have advised multinational companies in the region and around the world. He is also
on the AMCHAM Board of Governors, and a Vice President, in Thailand. He is also chairperson
of the non-profit Princeton in Asia, which offers fellowships for US postgraduates to learn
about the Asian experience and cultural exchange.

The third speaker, Mr Paul Wesley Chambers, is a lecturer and advisor for the International
Affairs Centre, ASEAN Community Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences of Naresuan University.
He’s also a research fellow of many institutes, including the Cambodian Institute of Cooperation
and Peace and the Institute of Research and Advanced Studies. He's also an executive committee
member of the Asian Political and International Studies Association and executive editor of
Asian Affairs and American Review. He also writes a lot of publications and articles.

All right, Ambassador Boyce, as we move on to the possibility and the future of Thai-
US relationships in this second panel. As we know from the Treaty of Amity and Commerce

8 Former US Ambassador to Thailand

° Vice President, American Chamber of Commerce in Thailand (AMCHAM)

10 Lecturer and Special Advisor on International Affairs, Center of ASEAN Community Studies, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Naresuan University

11 John F. Kennedy Foundation Board Member
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in 1833, the relationship between Thailand and the US will never end. It will go on forever. From your
perspective, how is this going to happen?

Ambassador Ralph Boyce

Well, hello everyone, thanks for having me. I see many old friends have been able to
get together this morning.

The first thing that has to be said is about how Washington regards the bilateral
relationship. I am not sure how much bandwidth Thailand has in Washington these days, given
the war in Ukraine and what is going on in Gaza and the West Bank. That’s just a fact of the
matter. People are preoccupied, and it is probably understandable. Having said that, anybody
who listened to everything people said this morning has to come away, regardless of Ukraine
or Gaza, looking at the US-Thai relationship relative to the way it had been since the end of
the Second World War as of late being in a state of decline. Maybe that’s putting too strong a
word on it, but I thought I would not talk about 190 years or the Treaty of Amity but start at
the end of the Second World War, where the real US-Thai special relationship has its roots.

What I want to do today is chart how we got here before we talk about where we may
be going. I would call it the rise and decline of the special relationship in four acts. Act One is
going to be the post-World War II period leading up to the beginning of the Vietnam War. The
Vietnam War period will be what President Johnson called the “apogee” of the relationship.
The Second Act is what we did during the second act together. Act Three is going to be the
interval between the end of the war in Vietnam in April 1975 and the invasion of Cambodia in
December 1978, so the Cambodia period will be Act Three. And Act Four is going to be ‘Now,
what?’. After Cambodia, there was a drift, which we will get to in a second. Still, a couple of
things happened that pointed to the relationship having been fundamentally different from what
it used to be.

The first act | am going to open with is the post-World War II period. That was not
normal. Many Americans of my age and a little older perhaps grew up thinking that post-World
War I Asia was normal, with only one country and one superpower, because everybody else
was either defeated or preoccupied. Think about it: our allies, the UK and the USSR, were both
recovering from the terrible beating they took in being victorious. But we did not have that
kind of issue. China was internally preoccupied with its own revolution. Japan, as [ mentioned,
is a defeated power. Europe was busy decolonizing, not necessarily willingly, but that is what
they were doing, and this was decolonizing from a devastated continent of Europe, India
seeking independence, and a cold war looming over anybody who had eyes.

And so, during the war itself, I think Dr. Wiwat Moongkarndee mentioned, “Who’s
going to win?” That kind of conversation was going on, starting with the Battle of Midway.
Pretty clear to most observers that we won that, and the rest of the war was how that post-
Midway period was going to go. The US and the UK saw very early on the possibilities for
working with Thai students who were studying in the US and the UK and started in two
instances, similar but different groups called the Seri Thai, or Free Thai, who we and the UK
trained with the notion of coming back into Thailand and unstabilizing or destabilizing what
was, in fact, a Japanese occupation. It was also mentioned this morning that technically,
Thailand was allied with Japan because there was a moment before the Battle of Midway, I
guess, where they thought maybe these guys were going to win, but it was an occupation, really,
by the Japanese. And so, the US and the UK were working with Seri-Thai to help overthrow
that. So, part of that initial relationship reflected the fact that Thailand was not really an ally of
Japan and part of it was just our cold-eyed calculation that in the postwar period, we’re going
to need friends in Southeast Asia.

Of course, our allies, the Brits, wanted to take reparations out of Thailand because they
were a defeated power and former ally of Japan. A little-known footnote these days in history
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is the US intervening with the British and making that go away. A whole generation of
schoolchildren in Thailand after the Second World War were taught in school that the US was
this special friend who kept Thailand from being humiliated by ‘Pu-Dee-Kao’, by the Brits.

So, there was a steady increase in the US presence in various areas. There was USAID
economic assistance, the Peace Corps, important US investments, and a huge push for
education. And it really did not reflect what we are going to get into here with Act Two, which
is the military side. [ mean, we had a presence in Thailand militarily; we were stationing planes
and airmen in various Thai bases, but after 1965, when the US really got engaged with Vietnam,
that presence in those bases just skyrocketed. And with the willing support of our Thai allies,
which if you think about it, Thailand on everybody’s list of a potential domino, allowing the
United States to essentially use Thai soil to launch bombing raids in Indochina. Amazing in
retrospect, but that’s what happened

There was a legal underpinning, the SEATO, the 1954 Manila Pact, but also in 1962, Thanat
Khoman, then Foreign Minister, signed an agreement with Dean Rusk, which solidified the
bilateral military part of the special relationship. So, they were already facts on the ground,
meaning that there were these bases, but suddenly, there were 50,000 Americans at them between
1965 and 1975.

The end of Act Two came with a lot of sudden finality, unexpected by some people
perhaps, in April 1975 with the North Vietnamese victory in Vietnam and the fall of Laos, and
Cambodia. The Domino Theory seemed to be coming true.

In this immediate post-April period in 1975, there was an incident involving and American
naval vessel called the Mayaguez. We, in our wisdom, launched an attack to get the boat back
from Thai bases without notifying the Thai, which didn't go over very well indeed.

After the Mayaguez crisis, we were basically asked, or told, to get out, which we were
doing anyway. So, a pretty ignominious portion of our special relationship there in April 1975.
And there was a bit of drift for a while. None of us on any side of the equation knew what to
do with the US-Thailand relationship at that point. We are sort of in a state of im-motion, no
motion, just as is.

And then in December 1978, the Vietnamese invaded Cambodia, but for a whole variety
of reasons that we’re not going to get into here at this conference, there was an immediate
ASEAN response to the vision of a military crossing a border and occupying another country
in Southeast Asia, which is what the Vietnamese did in Cambodia. So, there was an ASEAN-
led response to what happened in Cambodia, immediately supported by the Chinese, who were
the supporters of one of the overthrown Khmer Rouge factions.

And the US realised that here was an opportunity for us to get re-engaged in a positive
way in Southeast Asia without us telling everybody else what to do. There was already an
ASEAN plan to get the Vietnamese out of Cambodia and restore Cambodian independence.
So, what the US did was support the ASEAN-led plan, and we were one of a number of powers
that were involved in the Cambodia peace process.

What I would say to you today is the fact that by that time, a number of important
external powers were operating on the scene. Many people who weren’t there at the end of
World War II were back on the scene, including the Chinese and many others. That’s normal.
That’s what’s normal in this part of the world. The abnormal thing was from 1945 to about 1985
or so when the US was the big dog. That was not normal. As I said, a whole generation of
American policymakers grew up thinking that was normal, and many are still recovering from
the fact that we have to share this ever-expanding pie in Southeast Asia.

Anyway, the Paris Peace Agreement, which was a multinational operation, happened in October
1991, but without connection, it was immediately followed by the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Remember that? That was in December of the same year. So, once again, the US was in a
position of asking itself, “Where do we go from here in this relationship?”
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What I would suggest is that at that point, roughly when I began my time serving in
Thailand, others and I observed that it was a giant relationship with a ton of agencies and people
operating, not just military but across the board. And yet, the ‘raison d'étre,” the reason for the
relationship being there, was not really there anymore, meaning getting the Vietnamese out of
Cambodia or getting the North Vietnamese out of South Vietnam. And yet there was this huge
American presence, which has been commented on by the size of the embassy here. I guess
after Iraq still and then Egypt, this is the biggest US Embassy in the world, and there are a
couple of reasons for that.

One is it just grew, just grew over the years bureaucratically. I mean, it became an easy
place to station people, whatever agency or department you were from. And the second part of
the equation is, and was, the Thai government was okay with that. They were comfortable. I
mean, duty-free diplomatic list. If you look at the diplomatic list, the US part of the overall
diplomatic list is by far the largest. It was 19 pages long the last time I looked. Most embassies,
at most of the other big embassies, have maybe four or five pages of actual diplomats on the
list, including China and the UK and others. So, the US has still got the gigantic presence, and
yet the comfort level is still there, I would say, on both sides, but still, you get this issue of ‘Is
Thailand tilting toward China after all these years of being our special friend?” And you heard
this from several Thai speakers: Thailand does not tilt; they balance. They know how to
balance. They’ve got away with it. Since the beginning of Siam in the old days, they always
balanced with whatever was necessary to preserve Thailand’s territorial integrity and interests
politically and economically, and they’re doing that now. Anytime their balance gets out of
whack, they’ll fix it by themselves. They certainly don't need Uncle Sam to point out in an
unclassified report or Congressional hearings constantly that Thailand is in China’s pocket or
things like that. These are silly things to say.

I come back again to my point: this situation is normal. We’re a normal, major, important
partner of Thailand, but one of many that’s normal. And where do we go from here? I mean, |
don’t see this Embassy getting any smaller, frankly, but I think various Thai governments to
come are going to ask hard questions like: Is this really necessary? Do we really want to be the
host to every single US agency that exists in the US government? About half of the people in
the US Embassy in Bangkok are here for regional or even global responsibilities because it's a
good location and a friendly host government. About half, and the number continues to
decrease, are here devoted solely to the bilateral relationship.

So, it’s a normal question for Thai governments to ask: is this really in our interest or
maybe not? Maybe we should trim the sails a little bit. That question hasn’t been answered.
That's what’s going to be over the next ten years. That’s going to be the central question in US-
Thai relations over the next ten years: how to calibrate it. We know what it is, we know what
it was, we’re not sure what it’s going to be. Thank you,

Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin

Thank you, Ambassador. It’s very important to set the scene. We have to know where
we were in the past to know where we will be going in the future. So, all four acts have
described to us how the relations between the US and Thailand have been over the years—
some ups and downs and some different reasons for your presence here. And the size of the US
Embassy is a testament to the fact that Thailand is an important hub. I of you think about
resizing it in the future, I hope that it doesn’t affect the relations between the US and Thailand.

The next speaker is the AMCHAM vice president. I think in October, our prime minister
addressed the AMCHAM general meeting in Bangkok. So, from AMCHAM'’s economic and trade
perspective what's your opinion?
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Mr. John Evans

Thank you. I’'m going to start from an AMCHAM perspective, and I’'m going to give
just a tiny bit of history, not as much as Ambassador Boyce gave. I do want to recognise a very
old friend that’s here in the audience that I think everybody here knows, David Lyman. David
18 here, and David’s father founded the AMCHAM.

I’'m not as good at remembering all the history, but I know that David has been president
of our AMCHAM several times and he continues in a role as an advisor to the board, on which
I sit, and provides us with historical context and a sound grounding as we look at how to
position AMCHAM for the future relationships of the US and Thailand.

So, from there, I’ll say what AMCHAM is looking at and what we’re doing. One of the
things is the current president is the managing director of the Bank of America, Ms. Ornkanya
Pibuldham She’s also the first Thai woman that has been President of the Chamber. With her
taking on that role at the same time that AMCHAM decided it needed to be more involved in
advocacy with many different departments and ministries of the government, it has provided
us with a key insight and a key entrée into many of those departments that, quite frankly, an
American president would not have. That has positioned us really well as this new government
has come into place.

Prime Minister Srettha’s first public announcement was to the American Chamber of
Commerce. When he presented to us, he focused on what you would expect. He focused on
talking about trade and investment between the two nations. He also positioned some things
that I think go to show Skip’s point that there's no choosing of sides. There are no sides between
the US and China, and Skip’s point is that there’s only one, that we’re only one of a number of
countries. So, during the prime minister’s talk, he highlighted to the American community how
the Japanese had been the largest and longest investment partners in the automotive industry,
which some of the audience found a little bit strange. At the same time, the topic that he was
talking about on the automotive side was how to create Thailand as a hub, not only for the
automotive industry that it has now but how to move into electric vehicles with a bit of fervor
and a bit of focus. At the same time, he contradicted himself and told us that the Japanese didn’t
like all the incentives that were going into EVs because of the number of combustion engines
that they make here and that we should be prepared to apply for our Board of Investment
applications before the end of the year. So, there were a lot of positive messages, but I’'m
focusing on one that was confusing, and I think that confusion is something that continues to
happen in the American business community.

One of the things that Prime Minister Srettha just did is he headed to the US for APEC,
and he provided some very good insights into how Thailand is going to focus on its trade and
investment. Then, I think it was just yesterday that there was a ministerial discussion here with
the Thai diplomats. He said that he was going to promote proactive foreign diplomacy focusing
on trade, investment, tourism, and soft power. He expected his envoys to be customer-centric,
which is a very interesting word. And when he went to the US, one of the things he did really
well was that he positioned himself with a number of foreign companies that were looking at
the region that Thailand is open for businesses, that it’s willing to discuss Thailand as an
investment destination, that there’s been new leadership put in both the Board of Investment
and the EEC, and that there will be new policies and both investment promotions and incentives
coming out in January. And he sort of wet the appetite for the American investment community.

Now, my day job, when I’'m not doing AMCHAM board stuff, is to advise companies
on choosing their investment locations for the past 25 years. My firm has 13 offices across the
region, and we’ve been instrumental in assisting many large US multinationals to make
investments here. I am telling you this because those investors haven’t necessarily focused on
Thailand like they have in the past. You don’t have to go back very far? Just 7-10 years ago,
Thailand was still the location that most US multinationals thought they should first evaluate
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because it was easy, and it is easy. That’s one of the best selling points: Thailand is a great
place to do business. When you put all the factors together, it ranks very highly. But are we
competitive there? Are there the support networks? Is the political climate conducive to our
investment? So, what has happened is that while Thailand was sort of the darling of the US
investor, now, as Skip pointed out, it’s just one of the locations, it’s just one of the players.

So, when US companies look at trade and investment, they evaluate Thailand with a
much more critical eye, and that brings me back to what Thailand needs to do. It does need to
announce these new policies, and it needs to stick with the policies when it announces them. It
needs to do a little better job at coming up with some of the policies, and I’ll give you an
example. One of the policies over the past 20 years, in one way, shape, or form, has been, “We
want your regional headquarters here”. It has had several different names and promotions from
the Thai government, none of which have been very attractive compared to the other possible
destinations for your regional headquarters. This is because of banking restrictions, the Foreign
Business Act, and so on. We’re launching a new headquarters business portal, but I can tell
you, it’s still not that attractive. So, if Thailand really wants headquarters to come here, and it’s
a great time — Ambassador Boyce was in Singapore for a long time, so much of the headquarters
have moved from Hong Kong to Singapore, which is extremely costly and not necessarily the
most efficient place to be — Thailand could take some of that investment. Still, it’s not
positioned well to do so for a number of other reasons.

And then, we were working for a company in the EV space this past year. They produce
raw materials and process those for electric batteries. So, from my perspective, Thailand was a
fantastic first choice because of the policies to promote EVs. Approaching the government
here, the answer was, “Oh, this is a material. It’s not EV, Therefore, it doesn’t qualify for those
incentives”. And our response was, “Well, we understand that. But this is a $1.4 billion investment
that will produce all of the raw materials for those EV projects that you want to come from the
US and elsewhere”. That was lost at that point, as it wasn’t understood.

Now, what I’'m hopeful of is that the new government will be listening to that. It wasn’t
that the old government wasn’t listening. I don’t think they understood it. So, to sum up what
I think, I think we’re in a very critical and crucial time to promote Thai-US business. The
AMCHAM is hoping that at the end of next year, the beginning of 2025, we will host an economic
forum on US-Thai trade and investment and that it will focus on the sectors in the S-curve that
Thailand is targeting. We’re looking very much forward to helping support the growth of this
economy and maintaining that strong commercial and economic relationship. Thank you.

Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin

Thank you, Mr. Evans. That was very candid. Thank you for sharing your view with
us. I can’t speak on behalf of the government, but I’'m sure we will try to do our best to make
sure Thailand is attractive once again, and hopefully, we can continue our investment and
business with American investors.

For now, may I move on to Mr Paul Chambers? Mr Chambers, you have written about
ASEAN and the way Thailand should play its role in ASEAN and its relations with the US. As
Ambassador Godec said this morning, Thailand is critical in this region. So, maybe some
comments on that and how we can stay critical in this region? What's your view on the next ten
years for us? Thank you.

Dr. Paul Chambers

Thank you very much. Before I start, I want to thank Ambassador Pradap Pibulsonggram
and the members of The John F. Kennedy Foundation for having me here.

I will start with just a little historical as well if you don’t mind. First of all, I think that
Thai-US relations have been a function of the changing equilibrium over time as well as liberal
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considerations. Once upon a time, Thailand and the United States had one of the closest
defensive and economic relationships, determined by a post-1947 Cold War balance of power,
anti-communist ideology, free market partnership, and assistance programs such as the Peace
Corps. This linkage remained generally firm until the end of the Cold War. But Thailand’s
1992-t0-2006 elected governments adopted a more omnidirectional foreign policy, more of a
hedging foreign policy, which has been more commonplace among Thai governments.

But after 9/11, counterterrorism helped Thailand and the US find new common ground.
Thailand sent troops to Afghanistan and Iraq, while the United States invited Thailand to
become a major non-NATO Ally. However, the post-Cold War world saw American policymakers
give more priority to democracy and human rights considerations, which led Washington to
strongly oppose Thailand’s 2006 and 2014 coups. However, the rise of China, specifically
after 2013 when Xi Jinping took power, reverberated across Thai-US relations now more than
ever. As one senior US diplomat told me, Washington was doing a “tightrope dance” because
Washington needed to balance geopolitical interests with democratic norms, something kind
of hard to do.

The rise of China, then, could cause some difficulties for the United States in terms of
relations with Thailand, as well as some differences. Now, after Washington’s sanctioning of
Bangkok due to the 2014 coup. Thailand increasingly turned to China for military aid, joint military
exercises, and military education for Thai soldiers. There was sort of a tilting toward China
right after the 2014 coup. At the same time, the United States was a little bit distant from Thailand
because of that coup, and the Obama Administration, in particular, sought to distance itself
from Prayut Chan-o-cha. Of course, we know that when Trump became president, he backed
away from that policy, and Prayut was invited to the Oval Office. A lot of Trump’s policy was
interesting because you can see a sort of re-engagement with Thailand based upon military
sales. For example, the US Striker military equipment replaced the Chinese VH1. When Joe Biden
succeeded Trump in 2021, he maintained Trump’s policy of getting closer to the administration
of Prayut.

Why was this happening? Because the United States saw the new security considerations,
the new kind of cold war in Southeast Asia, and the world that was occurring between the
United States and China. Actually, over the last few years, there has begun the Defense Strategic
Dialogues which has given way to the Thailand-US Strategic and Defense Dialogue. So, all of
these dialogues have been important to galvanize US security relations. I’'m concentrating on
this because John just talked about the economic relationships.

In 2022, US-Thai relations further improved when Bangkok signed the US-led Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF), which has significantly improved economic relations between
Thailand and the United States. Over this last summer, there have been more and more
negotiations regarding the IPEF. Additionally, in 2022, Bangkok and Washington signed the
US-Thailand Communiqué on Strategic Alliance and Partnership, covering 18 different issue
areas, including economics, security, environment, energy, health, and more.

The arrival of Srettha Thavisin might produce a change for even better US-Thai
relations. Both sides want something. The US rejuvenated its relationship with the more
democratic Thailand in the face of a rising China. As Ambassador Godec mentioned earlier,
this presents a real opportunity for both Thailand and the United States. This is the first
government in 20 years where the United States has a chance to reset relations. For Srettha,
Increased US trade and investment can improve Thailand’s economy and strengthen its security
relationship with Washington. Thus, one of Srettha’s first moves was a visit to the United
States, which included Thailand's Armed Forces commander. The unofficial meeting with US
President Biden led to what appeared to be a renewed Thai-US commitment to greater trade,
investment, and security, as well as other areas of cooperation. This meeting was further bolstered
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by a recent meeting in San Francisco and Prime Minister Srettha’s invitation for President
Biden to visit Thailand.

It’s important to note that Prime Minister Srettha has already met with both Xi Jinping
and Vladimir Putin. This does not suggest a sudden alignment with the United States, but
rather, there 1s an ongoing hedging and recalibration of the idea of creating balance among all
sides, which aligns with Thailand’s foreign policy. Nonetheless, the United States can and
should try to work harder with regard to the Communiqué on Strategic Alliance and
Partnership. For the future, it needs to be more than simply a talk shop. We need to build more
than a toothless talk shop because if all of the plans of the Communique can become more
substantial, then the dialogue can become more substantial. That’s why we have to remember
all the stakeholders involved in US-Thai relations, which extend beyond state-to-state
interactions to businesses, civil society, post-COVID health considerations, energy, and more.
This year, the United States-Thailand Caucus was established in the US Congress to boost
relations and build a better commitment to opportunity between the two countries. I believe
this presents a grand opportunity. As these series of dialogues continue, the strategic dialogue,
the economic or business dialogue, the more they are enhanced. This is probably the way of
the future.

Finally, I want to briefly mention ASEAN, as you requested. I commend the Biden
Administration for really making an effort at multilateralism following the Trump era. The US
support for ACMECS, the US support for the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific, ASEAN-
US cooperation, and Mekong-US cooperation all of these efforts are important to enhance
US-Thai relations. And for anything else, let’s wait for Q&A. Thank you very much.

Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin

Thank you, Mr. Chambers. Your talk was very interesting. You reminded us that our
relationship now goes beyond just state-to-state interactions. There are many other factors and
actors involved in moving this relationship forward. You also commented on the US playing a
more prominent role in multilateralism, particularly supporting ASEAN and subregional
collaborations, as well as the IPEF and Indo-Pacific.

We’ve covered political, economic, and other regional issues related to Thai-US
relations. Everyone would agree that there’s room for improvement, but there are also
challenges we need to address to move our relationship forward. Perhaps some of the audience
would like to ask you some questions. We only have half an hour left, so let's start with you,
sir. Please identify yourself before asking your question.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fredric William Swierczek

Thank you. Hi, I’'m Fred, and I’'m from the Thammasat Business School, Global
Executive MBA program. One of the things I think is missing in terms of Thai-American
relationships is people-to-people. This has been government-to-government or government-to-
business. The issue then is, essentially, communication related to the development of
friendship, which requires mutual understanding. I don’t see much American influence anymore.
I will give two examples. One comes from the embassy. Looking at what they have done in
terms of community development or other people-to-people activities, I saw one, event from
Chiang Mai giving equipment, medical equipment, and educational equipment — very good,
but what else? The other example was from the Chambers. The Chambers has recently done
CSR and given 91 awards, but what about the impact of those awards? There's not much detail
about those. Those are all examples in terms of soft power and influence that I do not see taking
place and should be taking place.

A little bit of history: in 2014, Thai appreciation for the United States was 73%. I don’t
know what it is now. In 2018, the Asian Foundation did a study of Thai youth, and the majority
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of Thai youth did not trust America. These are all examples of not really stimulating the
influence, the ideals that Dr. Thanat was really committed to in terms of the JFK Foundation
or even what John F. Kennedy was in terms of ideals. So, what can we do more related to
people-to-people in terms of Thai-American friendship? Thank you.

Mr. John Evans

Thank you for that question. It was very much needed. First, I will talk just from an
American Chamber perspective. I agree with you that there have not been as many cross-
cultural events with the Embassy or with the Chamber. Part of that was due to the COVID
interruption. For example, the US Independence Day Picnic was cancelled. Those types of
initiatives are now being reviewed by the board, and we’re looking at relaunching that picnic,
as well as some cross-cultural events. There was a recent celebration of the 190 years of
relationship through the Treaty of Amity. There was Embassy, Bangkok governor, and AMCHAM-
supported tree planting, both at the embassy grounds and a public park here in Bangkok. So,
there are some of those initiatives going.

For the scholarship fund, I would be happy to provide anyone with details. The
Chamber Foundation and the ATF have sponsored more than 3,000 students for four-year
degrees. So, these are Thai students from marginalized communities who need financial
support and have been sponsored by the generosity of the AMCHAM members to finish their
four-year degrees. Just this past year, that program evolved. We looked at what were some of
the big needs here. Of course, knowledge workers and technical skills are needed by the Thai
economy to support its move into value-added manufacturing and the S-curve that it’s
targeting. So, the Chamber started a scholarship fund for technical school graduates. This is
our first year. We are launching it now, and we see it as a vehicle to help provide these
scholarships and then workers for those member companies that are helping to sponsor it.

I’d like to add something else. I know, Doris, you have a cohort of Fulbright here. I’'m
sure | know there’s at least one, if not many, Peace Corps persons here. There have been many
internships from US universities that were interrupted by COVID-19 and are being relaunched.
USC would be one of them. Indiana is another. And then I’'m going to put on my hat, “I’'m the
chairperson of Princeton in Asia”. “Princeton in Asia” is a 12 5-year-old organization that
organizes immersive experience fellowships across Asia for postgraduates from universities in
the US. It has specifically focused on Asia-US cross-cultural communications and education.

One of our next speakers, Josh Morris, here, in the front, was a participant, an alumni
of “Princeton in Asia” as I am, which is what brought me to Thailand. We will be celebrating
our 50th anniversary of having fellows in Thailand. We are now rebuilding that organization
after COVID-19 interrupted us. We had just under 150 fellows across 22 countries in Asia.
We’re now back up to 45. If anyone wants to learn more about this, this is a great example
because we have many fellowships here, cross-cultural immersion, and the exact thing I think
that we should be focusing on from a soft power position. Thank you.

Ambassador Ralph Boyce

I also applaud the question. Thank you for asking it and adding it to the agenda here. I
have an anecdotal response. In the 90s, when I was posted here, I went to an event at the American
University Alumni Association. I didn’t realise what the theme was at the time, but apparently,
everybody was told to come and be able to recount their favourite memory from studying in
the US, and there were hundreds of people there. One after another, got up on stage and did
very, very well-done, practised, obviously very emotional and wonderful recollections of their
time in the US. And it occurred to me as the evening went on that none of them had been
selected by the US government or any of the US foundations. They were all self-selected. They
all decided to go study in the US back in the 50s and 60s. And that was one thing that had occurred
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to me, that we had no real control over who went. They went because they wanted to, and they
decided on their own. I thought maybe this could be a little better organized. We could get even
better participation. The second thing I noticed was that I was the only US embassy member at
this particular dinner. There had to be some kind of a link between the AUA and the embassy,
which was lacking at that time. I have no idea what the current situation is The second anecdote
I have is when I went to Indonesia in 1998. The US government was searching for ways to go
into the post-Suharto period and enhance its relationship with Indonesia. We had to design a
bilateral economic assistance program essentially from the ground up because Indonesia had
been graduated from aid much like Thailand was in the 90s at around the same time.

My thought was, I knew there was a number floating out there in the billions that we
were supposed to put a whole bunch of programs together for Indonesia, and I thought, “Let’s
put them all in scholarships”. It’s easy, a lot easier to manage. Let’s just have a really good,
rigorous selection process and send hundreds and thousands of Indonesians to the US to study
and replicate that experience that those ties, who all were self-selected, had in the previous
generation. Naturally, that was a dream that didn’t get realized, but my initial response was
education. It is the gift that keeps on giving: a four-year stint in the US or a postgraduate or
whatever that’s there. That’s an investment that’s been made for a lifetime.

Dr. Paul Chambers

To Add to that, I think education certainly is the gift that keeps on giving. Let me give
you an example from my own university, Naresuan University, which is a provincial university.
Students at Naresuan University rarely have a chance to really move out to the international
world. But thanks to the Thai-United States Educational Foundation, my university received a
Fulbright researcher who did his research. While he was at my university, he taught all of us
about his expertise on Model United Nations, in which our students could simulate the United
Nations. These were poor students, and they did so well that they were accepted into an
international conference in Japan. They, students who never would have had the chance to do
that, were able to go there. Education is really the way to go, if we want to go people-to-people.

Mr. Notachard Chintakanond

I’'m Notachard Chintakanond and I’'m an executive director of international affairs at
the National Broadcasting and Telecommunication Commission. And for your information,
I’m the sole son of Dr. Anucha Chintakanond, and that makes me a descendant of a member
of the Free Thai Movement.

I’'m the father of a 15-year-old boy studying in an international school here in Bangkok,
and I would say the opportunity is there when you talk about youth and people-to-people
relationship because my son studied at a British school, Wellington College Bangkok. However, 1
would say that many teenagers these days are Americanised and they dream about going to
America for a university or a master’s degree. Studying in the British system, they are very
structured: uniforms, rules and regulations and everything. I think that the obstacles or the fear
are on the parent side. What we are worried about now is the Asia-hate movement.

So my first question would be, what direction will this take? As a parent, we can’t help
but worry if our kids are there in the US and the Asia-hate movement is very strong; it happens
to the people on the street. For the organization or for the government, yes, we have good
relationship. But when you walk on the street, you can’t control it. So, perhaps that will be my
first question, how do you think we can solve it, or would it get better?

The second question would be about my work. Dr Paul Chambers mentioned IPEF, so
my question would be: we see the US election coming, and what if the result of the election is
that the Republicans get into office again? As we saw in the past when Donald Trump took the
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presidency, the TPP was killed. Would it be happening again to IPEF? If that is the case, we
can plan our work accordingly.

Dr. Paul Chambers

I really hope Trump is not re-elected, so now you know what I think. But I think that
the inertia of US-Thai relations will continue beyond this man named Trump. And if he gets
four years, that's four years. I have to give you the worst-case scenarios, right? But regardless
of what he tries to do, like when he disengaged the United States from TPP, the inertia is against
him anyway. He might try to disengage for a little bit, but what comes after him will re-engage,
and then he’s out anyway because he only gets two terms. Well, ’'m not gonna think about the
2024 election.

Mr. John Evans

I’ll address the Asia-hate question. I, too, have a young daughter who’s 16, not a son, in an
international school here. Her entire life has been focused on going to school in the United
States for her university days. And the issue of Asia-hate has now come up, of course, at her
school with the incidents in the US. She turned to me, and she said, “Dad, is it safe?” And it’s
a very good and serious question, and unfortunately, there’s no clear answer. You asked a
question on a political and economic issue on IPEF. Unfortunately, in the US, we’ve lost a lot
of civility. While this wasn’t caused by Donald Trump, he certainly exacerbated it while he
was in office. The issues of bias and racism, whether it’s on race, religion, or gender, are very
real. Now, what is on the good side of that is that the number of incidences is actually very,
very small. Because they get quickly picked up by the media, they get pushed left or right
depending on how it can be politically used. So, I think it’s a very serious consideration of
when you’re looking at putting your child in school. I just did two university tours in the US. I
was at one university with my daughter, and we were walking along during the tour, and I
thought, “What a fabulous place, it has everything she wants,” and she turned to me and said,
“Dad, I can’t go here,” and I said, “Honey, why?” And she said, “Look around,” she said,
“There are no Asians, just, there's no diversity,” and I said, “Oh, got it, okay, understood.” So,
I think a lot of it goes back to how you are going to choose those schools, big city, small city,
college town, big school, small school, the environment where it is, its reputation. I can give
an example of two liberal arts schools that we visited in my home state of Minnesota,
Macalester College. It is a very highly-ranked school, extremely liberal, and a very good place
for diversity. Another one, which is almost as equally good, is St. John’s, a very conservative
school. It’s different. So, my answer would be that you need to spend time with your son,
looking at the environment in the school and figuring that out.

Rose Marie Wanchupela

Good afternoon. My name is Rose Marie Wanchupela. I’'m the director of Rose Marie
Academy in Pakkret, Nonthaburi. I'm also the representative of ITEP, the International Test of
English Proficiency. It’s so nice to be invited here today, and I want to share. But I’d like to
stand where I can see everybody, so can I come up front? Okay, thank you.

Being an English teacher, we’ve been taught we have to speak to our audience, so here
I am, bigger than life. Let me start by saying that I met President Kennedy when he was a
Senator. I was studying at Syracuse University, and Senator Patrick Moynihan took some of us
to Washington for a week, and that was back around 1958 - 1959. John Kennedy was a Senator
of Massachusetts. We got to speak with him and Vice President Nixon and Erik Seide, member
of the Supreme Court. When we met John Kennedy, there was something about his charisma.
If you spoke to him, he looked directly at you. He didn't have eyes for anybody else in the room
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except the person asking the question, and he had gorgeous blue eyes. So I became enthralled
with John F. Kennedy. I went home, and told my father, who was a local Republican,

“Dad, I'm going to vote pretty soon, and I’'m going to vote for John Kennedy.”

“But he’s a Democrat.”

“Yes, Dad, but he’s a wonderful man.”

“What's wonderful about him?”

“Well, Dad, he’s going to help the miners in West Virginia. He is going to get them out of
poverty.”

“Alright, well, maybe they should go somewhere else.”

Anyway, I did join. He started the Peace Corps, as you know, and I came to Thailand
as a Peace Corps volunteer. Quite a few of us here are Peace Corps volunteers. So, I’ve been
in Thailand for quite some time, and I am a dual national. I’'m American, and I’'m Thai. There
is one issue that has been a burning issue for me for many years. No one’s talked about it today,
Mr. Evans. You didn’t talk about this issues when talking about Americans doing business in
Thailand. The issue is corruption. Now, this issue comes and goes, and it’s an issue we don’t
like to talk about. It hasn’t come up in any of our discussions today. But I believe, for Americans
to do business in Thailand, it’s illegal if they are involved in corruption. Am I not correct? It's
against the law. It’s against American law. Now, how do you get around that if you’re an American
businessman? We talk about it, we talk about it, and then we don’t talk about it. To me, it’s the
elephant in the room. I went to a meeting some years ago where they brought experts from
Hong Kong who talked about how they had gotten rid of corruption in Hong Kong. And I
thought, well, why don’t you come and help us? So, I think for Thai people, and people in the
government, bring in some experts, let’s solve this problem. Thank you.

Mr. John Evans

Do you want to know how we solve corruption? First of all, you are 100% correct that
anyone doing business, even if it is done on an internet platform that’s hosted in the US so
there could be two types. If they’re involved in corruption, they’re in violation of the Foreign
Corrupt Practice Act. So, I'm going to make two comments.

One, I think it’s a very difficult issue to solve. One of the things that Ambassador Boyce
and Dr. Chambers may disagree with is the US has actually done a pretty good job of institutionalizing
corruption. If you look at how our political and business communities operate, it’s actually not
that much different, unfortunately, than Thailand. So, I don’t think it’s just a Thailand issue. I
think the US has the same issue. But from a business practice perspective, I can tell you that
you can do business in Thailand without being involved in corruption. American companies do
it every single day, and they make the conscious choice to not be involved in the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) violation by just not doing business in areas where they would
have to participate in the corruption. There are lots of opportunities to not take part in it.

That’s not an argument that it isn’t a big problem. It is a problem. Tomorrow, I’'m going
to be at an event where they’re talking about anti-corruption policies and how adhering to them
can actually increase the top line and bottom line of your business. I’'m very interested to hear
that. So, I think people are looking at it, and there are some solutions. It’s not an easy one.

Dr. Anuson Chinvanno
I’'m the director of the ISC, which is one of the organizers. I just want to make two very
short comments because I think there were very important comments made by our panelists.
The first one was by Ambassador Boyce, and I think this is something that a lot of
people don't realize. He said the current state of our relationship was the normal state of our

37



relationship. I think a lot of people, especially in Thailand, sometimes look at diplomatic relations
as a sporting event. If you support one, then that means you don’t support the other. So, it’s
like boxing or it’s like a football match, which I think is very strange anyway. As a former diplomat,
I keep telling people that in diplomacy, there’s no black and white, it’s always grey, whether
it’s very grey, dark grey, or light grey. So, it’s noteworthy for the ambassador to point out that
what we are doing now is actually normal, and I think people should realize that.

The second point: there’s a comment about tilting. A lot of people have talked, even in
the morning, about us tilting towards China. I also keep telling people that it depends on where
you stand. Because if you, especially the US, in the last ten years because of the coup or
whatever, moved away, due to that reason, from your angle, it would look like we moved closer
to China, even though we may be standing in the same place. It’s perspective, and I think this
is the original meaning of perspective when you use it in architecture. It depends on the space
and angle between the objects.

Ambassador Ralph Boyce

Before I went to Indonesia in 2001, a very senior US official, I'm not going to name him or her,
said, “You got to get out there and stop the Chinese; they’re eating our lunch! The emergence
of China is a big deal”. And I said, “It is not the emergence, it is the reemergence, okay? Number one.

Number two, the pie’s getting bigger. There’s room for us to have a bigger piece too.
But what you are discussing is we have to up our game because the Chinese no longer... they
don’t have bad tailors, and they don’t speak poor English, and their initial foray into diplomacy
after the Cultural Revolution, those are history. They’ve got first-class diplomats. We have to
be just as good as them.”

Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin

Alright, we ran out of time now, so maybe just one last comment before we closed this
session. We have heard all the comments from our distinguished speakers as well as from the
floor. I think there are some lessons to be learned from our relationship and how to take them
into the future, as well as some opportunities that wait for us so that we can have better relations.

Just one last question before we finish this roundtable. A few years ago, The John F.
Kennedy Foundation of Thailand also co-sponsored the event ‘Great and Good Friends,” which
was co-hosted by the American Embassy in Thailand. So, to close this session, are we still going
to be great and good friends with America in the next ten years, 20 years, or forever?

Dr. Paul Chambers

I certainly think so. I saw that exhibit that Glyn Davies, the US ambassador then, was
able to kick-start. This Great and Good Friends certainly reflects the fact that Thailand and the
United States’ people-to-people relations are quite intact. Certainly, China and other countries
are also expounding upon their relationship with Thailand, but the United States also makes
that effort. That's certainly what his campaign was all about. Thanks.

Mr. John Evans

I would be very short. While the current US Administration is re-engaging, and they
are going to make a few mistakes, and they’ve done that, they've put a very capable and
experienced diplomat, Ambassador Godec, here. That’s a show of commitment. From a business
perspective, I see nothing but an upside in the relationship. To the earlier question, as we engage
in soft power and cultural exchange, those relationships just get stronger.

Ambassador Ralph Boyce
Yes, it's possible.
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Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin

Well, thank you very much. On that note, thank you to all the speakers for this session
and to the entire audience. So, stay tuned for the next session with younger speakers, new
issues, and new dimensions for Thai-US relations. Thank you very much.
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Next, Chef Bing, what do we do?
AMIUINUS WINNA

aYaRnsunuTouius I’m going to speak in English because | think faster in English. My
Thai isn't so strong. | was fortunate to be born in Thailand. | moved to New York when | was
about 16 years old and lived there for about 30 years. | started cooking professionally in New
York City. New York City is pretty much the Mecca of the culinary industry. Like anybody who
wants to cook professionally, they want to cook in New York City or France. And | was fortunate
enough to be given the opportunity to work with some really prestigious celebrity chefs, really
talented chefs, back in New York City. Things got a little hectic when | was in New York. And |

was blessed enough to have a second chance to restart my life here in Thailand. | moved
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back here about six years ago. And, | knew | was going to do some type of business dealing
with culinary industry, whether a fine dining restaurant or just something else.

When | got here, | realized that the people really love Italian food. | think when they
picture pizza, they automatically reference Italian pizza. So, being from New York and loving
New York-style pizza, | decided to pursue it, not knowing how difficult it was going to be. |
didn’t really think pizza was going to be that difficult. | thought, how hard could it be? But it
took me about a year of recipe testing. I’'m not speaking too much because my Thai is not as
great as Joshua’s here, but we opened our doors for pizza in Kao Sarn, in my dad’s Buddhist
bookshop.

We opened right at the beginning of Covid. We focused on opening a pizzeria to Thai
people rather than specifically catering to the expats. And, I think what we could do as a
whole in the industry, as far as the food industry, is all about education. Coming from New
York, there’s a difference; we were taught a different way, and there’s a different mindset. In
training, my biggest thing in a restaurant is training the staff and seeing that they really get it.
You could train somebody to bake a pizza, you could train somebody to make the sauce and
to open it, but if their mindset isn’t like with the goals and the intentions you have for your
business, it will be very hard to succeed. And that’s pretty much it for now.

G TV RET:
Can | ask how you transcended or maybe connected the flavors between New Yorkers

to match the Thai preferences?

AIUINUS WININA

Thai food has more intense (39311) flavors than western food, especially American food,
but in New York, we have a very diverse culture. | was fortunate enough to get to taste a lot
of different styles of food. Thai food is one of my favorite foods. So, when | came back, it was
almost a shot in the dark. Like ﬂamqgeiw, which is probably our best-seller. It was
something | loved to eat as a child, and every time | came back to Thailand to visit, it was the
staple. So, | thought let's just try it. We tried it, marinated it, grilled it, and put it on the pizza,
and it was great. So, what we did was more, instead of having a simpler tomato sauce, we

adjusted our flavor profiles to the Thai community.
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Chef Bing, over to you. We have 190 years of relationship already. How do we extend the

relationship between Thailand and the US?

AMIUINUS WININA

As far as the culinary industry is concerned, | think we need more American businesses,
especially private ones, to invest in importing and exporting products into Thailand. And |
believe they’re already starting. They’re really starting to bring a lot of cheese and a lot of
different products. | think I’'m going to go back to education and commitment. It’s like you
could have passion for something, but especially in the culinary industry, in the restaurant
industry, it’s a very tough industry where passion will only take you so far. You have to realize
also that to be successful, like my friend said, it’s a network. You have to build a network of
people that will help you take your business to the next level.

In Thailand, it’s a little bit hard, like the supply chain is starting to get a little shaky
globally. Speaking to my friends in America who have their own restaurants, they’re really
making it difficult for small businesses to thrive in their environment.

So, I would love the United States to really focus not so much on these big hospitality
groups and big corporate chains because small businesses really need your attention. So, for
us, small pizzerias, we’re still a small business, we’re not a chain restaurant, and the biggest
issues that we face are supply chain issues. It’s usually because we’re competing with big
hospitality groups that can order tons of stuff and the small business get put on the back
burner we are not spending enough or not buying enough. And | think the culinary industry in
Bangkok is really strong. It’s an alpha city. It’s one of the best places to come get food. There’s
diversity in food. It is almost similar to New York. You could almost pretty much get anything
except for a few things. And | think it comes down ultimately to training our staff and training
even the PR and the sellers to communicate with each other, to educate each other on the

products, and really be open-minded.
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And then, the biggest thing I’ve learned is that I’ve been back for six years, been in
business a little less than four years, and took a head chef job when | moved here just because
| never worked with Thai people. I’'m more American than | am Thai, and that was the biggest
hurdle. It was me trying to implement or train my staff the way | was taught, and it wasn’t
necessarily the greatest environment, most of which was actually pretty toxic. That’s pretty
much the restaurant industry. For me, | had to understand that Thai culture is not the same
as American culture, and the only way we can get to a point where we meet each other is to
educate each other on each other’s culture.

ATVl LU

Can you share a little bit about that middle-ground culture?

AIUINUS WINANA

| think Thais are more family-oriented. Family is more important than it seems to me,
more important than just your job. And maybe some of the workers or the employees that
we had, they were just working in the restaurant as if it was just a job, it wasn’t something
they were passionate about, it wasn’t something that they wanted to learn and possibly go
into the field and open up their own restaurants.

And | think it’s a little aggressive in the United States, but | think it’s more like tough
love. My chefs definitely gave me a lot of heat during the ten years that | was cooking. | tried
to give that tough love in Thailand, and half of my staff walked out. So, you have to play
around and find that happy medium. But | think it comes down to when you’re actually hiring
somebody; you should ask if they’re interested in something. Is this something that you want
to do for a living? Or is it just a job? If it is just a job, it doesn’t mean that we won’t hire you,
it just means we won’t train you to become a manager or train you to step up. If you want to
be just a regular cook, we train you to be so. I think it is pretty much across the board for the
restaurant industry. In the restaurant industry, small businesses are suffering. They are suffering
to find staff, especially in Thailand. Even in the United States, it is hard to find people to come

work in a small business restaurant.
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California is a melting pot of culture; you get so many people of different nationalities.
They come from different places in the world, and you learn so much from people. |, too,
worked in a restaurant. And just in the Thai restaurant, we had people from six different
countries working together. It benefited me, and | also want people in Thailand to have that
experience. And | want to say that don’t be afraid to send your children over to the US to get
educated or to learn. It is not that the education is better. It is just different and opens up
your mindset. It opens up opportunities. Especially in countries like the US, there are so many
different jobs, opportunities, and experiences that you can bring back to Thailand and change
our country as well, to make Thailand better or change Thailand for the future.

[t’s more than a job, more than just your career; it teaches you to have a dream and
to chase after that dream with your passion and mindset. Living in America gave me that grit
factor. Like, | have this dream. | know it’s hard to attain, but I’'m going to put it to the metal
and push, push, push until | get there. And | landed in an unconventional job. | would not
know if people would call beauty pageants a job, but | do make a living out of working in this
industry, in this field, and many people don’t understand that. And | want people to
understand that it’s a big world with so many opportunities. And | want the children of
Thailand to experience something that is not the trodden path that our parents, and relatives
think is the way you need to go. No, there are so many other paths you can forge, and don’t

be afraid to do that.
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So, one way we can connect that friendship, that bridge with Thailand and the US, is
to get kids over there and get those kids over here to learn, exchange culture, exchange
mindset, exchange passions, and we can learn and go for it together.

AWl Ly

It’s a personal question. I’'m quite intrigued by the beauty pageant industry. Can you
share a little bit about it, as you’ve been working in both the US and Thai beauty pageants?
What is it like inside?

AMNYINT AuAYNIYY

How is it inside, as in the culture? The culture of beauty pageants in the US is not as
intense as it is in Thailand. Thailand beauty pageants are like quﬂﬂuéfmﬂizm@éjﬂﬂ%’jwﬁﬂu%’“m
Winlnedoadl#uiafl 1t's very big. The fan base and club in Thailand sfulnajuin udafadns
community wsesurluaduiitslnaunn fewsnifay similar uiRldilgdslnaauiatu This one is
more like the glitz and the glam in Thailand. In America, it’s a little bit more focused on the
classic beauty pageant, like charity work, having a platform to speak your mind, and being
yourself on stage. In Thailand, it’s similar, but we also have that wow factor on stage. LANGIN
Aullaviaeny
ATl LU

YOUAMINEETIANNT I3 NRENsUTENAl 1 17 ynaw intense 11N Ly feed ¥n feed

AMNYINT AuAYNIYY
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Watiafl 2 “Possibilities and the Future of the Thai-US Relationship”
Ambassador Ralph Boyce

Ambassador Ralph Boyce is a veteran, highly respected U.S. diplomat with over 30
years at the U.S. State Department. He did three tours with the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok,
culminating as U.S. Ambassador to Thailand from 2004-2007.
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Mr. John Evans

John Evans is a co-founding partner and the Managing Director of Tractus, a strategic
advisory firm. Leading Tractus from its inception in Bangkok in late 1995, John has helped it
grow into a leading Pan-Asian consulting firm with 70- plus staff and offices in China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, Viet Nam, and the USA.

During his three decades in Asia, John has become a trusted advisor to multinational
corporations, governments, and non-government organizations (NGOs). He is an angel investor
in several companies and has held numerous board roles for corporates and non-profits. John
frequently writes articles, gives lectures, is interviewed, and conducts workshops around the

world on economic trends and doing business in Asia.

Dr. Paul Chambers

Paul Chambers is a Lecturer and Advisor for International Affairs at the College of
ASEAN Community Studies, Naresuan University. He is also Research Fellow at both the
German Institute of Global Area Studies (GIGA) in Hamburg, Germany, as well as the Peace
Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF) in Frankfurt, Germany. His research focuses upon civil-military

relations, security sector reform and democratization in Southeast Asia.

v v A « v v o v W o o '
Wadan 3 “Anenmlunisfinludrmdhvesanuduiusine-anigawsni: yuussniaussvIvy
NUONTIYIARANVING 8AD (AMYIVDAN)

oI 1YIIARANYINT gaa Wulistvigaiun1sdeasuiaty wasinaaunieniy

a

ANBUATLAZINTTIAY 919 A1IAUAINEUNSITDIRIUIUALAINTZULTALS T18NTR L0 Las AaduTad

&

o

Tnwansuivugadunn WWudu Jagiuiswhundasssunazaunssunmsiudousaziimuigens

a

WIWIBIAUNNEUATUANTTUNM TN TR IUALENTIUNTRVENS

AIUINUS WINANA (Chef Bing)

v & 1 v a a v a 1 [ 1% v . .
UINUG WNANA LUURLTEITIYAIUNITNIDINGL198931U Chef Bing Pizza

a a ¢
AMNIES Aevidasn (W18g)
nias1 dvivaen uAaludaszuavdurgewees uagldindisulasanisnunising
Aunutindueinialve suil 3 lunsideugudoiniAuazasinuiewiansys audvayainias NASA

U Ingrdvuwaaziulwiilesdudiad audnisiueiniauiena Marshall azAuduszaiuau

62



WemanslunNTINLRTENIN NASA wazdtinauiensiauIsenIelssineansy (USAID) Tu

1A59715 SERVIR

a a ¢ ,a =
AMNYINT BuAyngad (HlAdw)
Y101 Ayl wrgdsauvsialvesauniian 2561 wazsedudu 1 Miss World
2018

aulad 1an wad

Tath 1in woa MssiwmisUszsuusn Bedlni Sealadils ueaiuaed S1dn uagdu
wildlufiuufoinsdumigameluugretudmans quiusueu Tagldsuunumddyluniste
21UIEAIINATAIN UTEAIUIU KaZhUANI¥ITENTNANNUUININIFA wagyiusiuiuyanaly

NOIINKAENUIBIUTIBNTIMETEAUZITLILLIN

63



ANANWUDAN U

The John F. Kennedy e

EOUNDATION OF THUAl LAND Marican Stustes Assoeistion in Thatlied

American Studies Association in Thailand

THAI-AMERICAN
FRIENDSHIP:
THE WAY FORWARD

msauuuiulemansusau 60 U
msAadoyads
John F. Kennedy ukoUs:inrlng

22 NOV 2023 | 9.30 - 16.30
fuU KovasAnduoaasw |

Isousu Eastin Grand ains

[
o
o
L]




ATNAWIINNITANUUN

2
H
s
2
3
¥

g

H
4

Introductory
by Mr. Pradap Pibulsonggram

Comemorative Address
by Ambassador Robert Godec

65



AenfiuseniswagIngnsluiten 1
(@1n18lU37) Jiiemans1ansd as. Useits efvfana, Lendnssayaiaa unaamim,

Aan519158 A3, lven Buila, Aausudyun WeAds wag A3, Werd Wegsse

Moderator and Speakers: session 2
(left to right) Dr. Phuchphop Mongkolnavin, Ambassador Ralph Boyce

and Dr. Paul Chambers

AaiiusignisuagIngnsluiiden 3

(91n97181U277) YU IVARENTINT 8RR, AMARYINT ANAUNIEIDY, AMWINUS N9,
9 9 q o q

o a a2 a a ¢ a IS
AaUlAT 1A 1034, AuNJaTT Aivasn way AN 1w

66



67



AudAn¥INTIIA19UTZIMA (International Studies Center - ISC) fadetuilowounmiou 2530
Tae wapniAen 33 wmafian SguusdiinisnsensrnmsieUssmalurasiu Wediduianssu
AILATINITAN 9 YU NITUTTEIBLASFULLT NIFTZANAUDITENINTITIVNITNTENTNNTAWNUTENA
LaEMIBIIINIIANe q Autindeinis aalenvu Fomnaty uazdununiauszrndiay Tueads
wdetearnusauiiefuanivuivinisnslutssinauasiisUssina ag19lsAn quddnun
nssnadsemaldgAnisu foRnulszoevils wazsnuusdnldueulimisnuduneldinsenans
MsAnsUsEImAR NN

Tnedludagiu antunisallanuazgiinalfivdsundasliegeddodidy nsensaa
nsinsdsEnmaissoiluguAnuinisissematulndidledoudman 2562 leduadunisfing
wardiangiussirulagminazulovigaunisanssemealuddnng q 099 nsdlesssninsseina
\ATHERATENINUTENA NYVUNETENINUTHNA UAZBIANITIFNINUTENALAZBIANTIEAUNINIA
SawRaREuNIAIA AT AkaENTAIUTEIMA Raenauimiiniiiesety “yurudiunis
sradszna” fieluuassnsssme

AuiAnyINsinaUszma Safisriianaislugn Seminar Report letiufinilomnaniiansau

#1199 WU NsdNIU NsseszaNates Msiadmilide et NialaeaudAnynisenelseime

68



Lena75luyn Seminar Report YeIgUERnN®INITHINUsENA

Tuiinn1 SN
walnYIRYY Yz Aunisaisdssna waznsiiadlnesiuade

ISBN 978-616-341-094-8

YURnNIEUNUN
AsenUsemAvadineludlel a.a. 1932 - 1946

ISBN 978-616-341-093-1

Seminar Report
Book Launch and Discussion | Rivers of Iron: Railroads and Chinese Power in Southeast Asia
by David M. Lampton, Selina Ho and Cheng-Chwee Kuik (Authors)
ISBN 978-616-341-109-9

YUNNNISEUNUI
nsensUsemAvasinglundassy 2020

ISBN 978-616-341-111-2

YUNNNISEUNUI
nenuanyszanvii: 75 U wisainusuile

ISBN 978-616-341-113-6

Juinaudadnisde
Thai Diplomacy: In Conversation with Tej Bunnag

ISBN 978-616-341-117-4
vunulnananilede ASEAN’s First Decade

LLazmimeL’%m ASEAN’s Next Decade
ISBN 978-616-341-120-4

69



Tunulafanileds “Battlefield to Marketplace: Thailand’s Responses to Major
Foreign Policy Change” wazn1staiusas “Marketplace to Partnership:
Armsanudunusinenuuszmaivoutiu”

ISBN 978-616-341-135-8

Seminar Report
ISC Special Lecture | International Law and Emerging Technologies
by Professor (Emeritus) Vitit Muntarbhorn
ISBN 978-616-341-146-4

Seminar Report
Book Launch “Southeast Asia’s Multipolar Future: Averting a New Cold War”
and Seminar “Southeast Asia: Navigating a New Cold War?”
by Mr. Thomas Parks (Author), Ambassdor Sihasak Phuangketkeow,
Dr. Pipat Luengnaruemitchai and Dr. Cheng-Chwee Kuik
ISBN 978-616-341-150-1

Jufinenuidadndidonaznisiaiuises
“Siam’s Foreign Relations in the Reign of King Mongkut, 1851-1868”
ISBN 978-616-341-149-5

tuiinnsdusunlulaniaasusau 60 Unasnensyalls John F. Kennedy

wisUszwndlne Tukade “Thai-American Friendship: The Way Forward”

ISBN 978-616-341-158-7

70



INTERNATIONAL STUDIES CENTER (ISC)
The Government Complex (Building B, 8th Floor),
Chaengwatthana Road, Bangkok 10210, Thailand

email: isc@mfa.go.th
website: www.isc.mfa.go.th



