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There is a greater deficiency still that | should like to mention before | close.

That is the inevitable association of legalistic ideas with moralistic ones: the carrying-over into the affairs
of states of the concepts of right and wrong, the assumption that state behavior is a fit subject for moral
judgment. Whoever says there is a law must of course be indignant against the lawbreaker and feel a moral
superiority to him.

And when such indignation spills over into military contest, it knows no bounds short of the reduction
of the lawbreaker to the point of complete submissiveness — namely, unconditional surrender.

It is a curious thing, but it is true, that the legalistic approach to world affairs, rooted as it unquestionably
is in a desire to do away with war and violence, makes violence more enduring, more terrible, and more

destructive to political stability than did the older motives of national interest.

3 gruiiuuled Christopher Hitchens, The Trial of Henry Kissinger, (London: Verso, 2001).

% George F. Kennan, American Diplomacy, expanded edition, (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1951/1984), 100-1.



A war fought in the name of high moral principle finds no early end short of some form of total
domination. Angeniilvylaeside)
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