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‘Let me give you my considered opinion,” he wrote to Phya Surawongs.
‘Since France has resorted to oppressive measures because we have refused
to submit voluntarily to her power as Cambodia has done, she will certainly
go on bullying us and trying to put us into a false position. Such being the
case, what should we do? Should we give ourselves up to the crocodile or
should we swim out to sea to lean on the whale?...... What | say here applies
not only to the present but also to the time of our children and grandchildren.
Whatever happens, at least let our native land remain intact even if it
involves some loss of prestige, because this is unavoidable. Surrounded by
these great powers, what can a small country like ours do? Even if we strike
a gold mine of unlimited supply and can afford to build hundreds of steam
gunboats we will still be unable to stand up to these great powers because
we cannot make the engines and guns for these ships ourselves and have

to buy them from the very same great powers. If we have enough money
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to buy more of these warlike implements than they considered suitable
for such a small country these western powers will not sell them to us.
To defend ourselves the only weapons on which we can fully rely are our

intelligence and negotiating skill.’?
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' Siamese Black Book, J.S. 1228/170, King Mongkut to Phya Surawongs, March 14, 1867.
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“To Phraya Suriyawongse Vayavadhana, Ambassador,

Your letter sent from Singapore by the steamer “Chao Phraya” and
your additional note have reached me here since Tuesday the first waxing
moon of the third month. | have perused them and have noted their contents.
Your letter to Luang Dip Akshara, the Seal Keeper, to be submitted to His
Excellency the Prime Minister, has also been passed on to me by His
Excellency. The information which Louis, the Jesuit priest, gave to you
concerning what he has heard from the Bishop, seems to agree with the
information given by Monsieur Aubaret to Chao Phraya Bhudharabhaya on

Monday the 151 of the waning moon of the second month. Consul Aubaret

20



left for Phra Baht directly after the departure of the French Ambassador
and returned here ten days later. He brought back a letter from Phraya Maha
Amatya which contained nothing of importance. Later, the Department of
Interior received a report from Phraya Kadhadara Dharanindi, and a letter
from him to Phraya Rajasena, the copies of which, together with a report
from those who went to see the Ambassador off at Kampod and a report
from a Chinese captain of a ship belonging to Luang Boribun Surakara, which
had been to Yakrang, were submitted to me by His Excellency the Minister
for Military Administration on Thursday the 11th of the waning moon of the
2" month. His Excellency the Prime Minister had no opinion to offer on
these reports at the time. On Friday the 12th of the waning moon of the
ond month, however, | met both the Prime Minister and the Minister for
Military Administration at the Palace of the Second King I brought up the
subject then, and told them that since the uprising in Cambodia had now
assumed increasing proportions and spread towards Battambong and
Siemrap, it was difficult for us to forecast the turn of events; and should
anything untowards happen in the future, Monsieur Aubaret might again put
the blame on us for not letting the facts be known. It was my opinion
therefore that it would be best to send him a letter stating the facts. Their
Excellencies agreed with me, so they had copies of all the reports sent to
Monsieur Aubaret with a covering letter signed by Chao Phraya Bhudharabhaya.
On the day that he received the letter, Monsieur was at a loss to know what
to make of it, since he had not grasped all the facts pertaining to the matter.
Only a few days later was he able to compose a reply to Chao Phraya
Bhudharabhaya. | have ordered His Excellency to send you a copy of the
correspondence. It appears from Aubaret’s letter that the French Admiral
in Saigon suspects that the Cambodian insurrectionists have obtained their

arms and ammunition form our provinces of Bat-tambong, Siemrap, Chodok
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and Sombok. This is to be expected, as it is the intention of the French to
put the blame on Siam for this disturbance in any case. Enough for the
present about the French. Now, about the British; when they have had no
sufficient cause for action, they have remained quiet, for they are not
altogether shameless, and when any of their actions is opened to censure,
they are not quick to forget. Because Siam’s territories adjoin theirs, with
merging interests as in the case of Chiengmai, Keddah and other states,
I ' would surmise that their attention would be drawn towards whatever
direction wherein their interests lie. In former times, when no other country
had any cause to meddle in Siamese affairs, the British remained inactive;
but now that they have known of the troubles that Consul Aubaret had
started here, you can probably see for yourself what course of action they
have taken. It was during the 8" month in the year of the Dog being the
gth year of the decade, after the French had assumed power over Cambodia,
that one Singapore newspaper published an article to the following effect:-
Now that the French have encroached upon the sovereignty of Cambodia,
said the article, there is every possibility of differences arising between the
French and the Siamese, on account of their adjoining territories. If any
difference should really arise between these two nations, then it would be
possible for the French to win an easy victory all the way through to where
the boundary of their newly won colony meets the boundary of the British
colony in Burma, from Chiengmai down to Keddah, which is near to Penang.
The British should, therefore, take great care of Singapore and Malacca, and
the powers of the governors of these provinces should be increased. It is
my guess that the article was written by Mr. Reid, but it may have been
written by someone else. Since the year of the Boar, the Governor General
of Bengal has been asking us every year to send someone up to mark our

common boundary with Burma. The request has been made again this year
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in an urgent manner. | think that the reason why the British have repeatedly
urged us to delimit our boundary is that they are afraid of what may happen
in the future, when the French power has advanced up to their own territories.
If no definite boundary has been fixed by that time, disputes may arise
between them and the French, and the good relations which have existed
between the two countries may thus be marred. They have therefore urged
Siam to make the final settlement of the question of boundaries, before
the event which they have already expected should take place. Moreover,
the British and the French can entertain no other feeling for each other than
mutual esteem as fellow human beings, whereas the likes of us, who are
wild and savage, can only be regarded by them as animals. We have no
means of knowing whether or in what way they have contrived beforehand
to divide our country among themselves. | have written to Phra Bidesbhanij
expressing the same opinion and he has agreed with me. Since July or the
eighth month of the year of the Bull to the present date, the outbursts and
protestations of Consul Aubaret during the past year must have become
widespread news, for Sir John Bowing has written a letter to me, bragging
about his appointment as representative of foreign governments to make
treaties with various countries in Europe. He has volunteered to make treaties
with foreigners on our behalf. He went on to say that because he was
responsible for making Siam well known to many countries to her own
benefit, he still felt bound to her, and would like to see her making still
further progress. Although he was getting old, he could still use his wit and
ability to the benefit of this country; and should we find any occasion in
which we would require his help, we should let him know and he would
do his uttermost to help us. Sir John’s letter reached me some time about
the 10th month in the year of the Bull being the 7" of the decade, but |
did not at the time recognize its full import. | merely thought that Sir John

23



was being polite and friendly to me; | hardly thought that he might have
any underlying motive of significance. The Second King was ill at the time |
received the letter, so | did not make a long reply, but merely wrote to Sir
John a letter of acknowledgement and thanks. Nearly a year later, when Sir
John saw that | took no further notice of his offer, he sent Mr. Knox to advise
His Excellency the Minister for Military Administration to make the
appointment. His Excellency took the advice and told me to send a letter
to Sir John Bowring requesting him to become a Minister Plenipotentiary for
Siam, empowered to negotiate with France and other countries on the
subject of duties on wines and spirits. | sent a letter to Sir John Bowring with
the request, with which His Excellency was persuaded by Mr. Knox into
agreement. From that day on, the activities of Mr. Knox have been very
much increased indeed. He even went so far as to have told us, prior to
our having received a reply from Sir John Bowring, that Sir John had promised
to help us in every way. At first we thought that Mr. Knox was only out to
make money from us, but now that our present troubles with the French
have come about, we have noticed so vast a difference in the amount of
Mr. Knox’s activities that we in Siam have begun to guess his true motive.
The contents of his letter to His Excellency the Minister for Military
Administration alone were enough to give us an insight into his mind. |, with
the concurrence of His Excellency the Minister, have lost all confidence in
Mr. Knox, hence it has been my desire to send out to France an Embassy
of our own nationals. My misgivings do not seem to go far wrong, for you
have said in your letter that the British have been overjoyed at the news
of Sir John Bowring’s appointment as Minister Plenipotentiary of the Siamese
Sovereign, the same news having been published in one newspaper as far
back as the 10" November. Moreover, Sir John Bowring has already written

to me twice, giving me strong assurances and saying that even if he should
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be ill or infirm on account of his great age, he would see to it that his son,
Edgar Bowring, who is now in charge of the British exhibits at the Paris
Exhibition, would take care of our business on his behalf. Mr. D.K. Mason
has also written to tell me that Lord Stanley was very glad to hear of Sir
John’s appointment. You have already seen for yourself what bitter protests
were made by Mr. Knox and Mr. Alabaster after the facts became known
that we have decided to send an Embassy to France consisting of our own
nationals. You will of course remember how you were told, on your arrival
in Singapore, that the Siamese Consul in Paris will have to act under the
orders of Sir John Bowring alone. Mr. Reid has written to me again from
Singapore to tell me that you will meet with great difficulties from all
directions while you are in France, and that you will be forced to ask for
help from those who are against you, for it is not to be believed for one
moment that any Frenchman will be willing to offer you his service to be
used against the interests of his own country. All these only go to show that
the British want us to solicit help from Britain as soon as possible. They will
continue with their intimidation of us until we are afraid to ¢o about our
own business. But if we really send Sir John Bowring to France on this
occasion, and even if he could accomplish what we desire, it will give the
French another cause for resentment against us because we have employed
another power to browbeat them; or if Sir John Bowring should commit any
faux pas in his dealing with them, the French would still hold us responsible,
as according to the letter of agreement signed by the Foreign Minister and
yourself. With France’s increasing animosity against Siam, where could she
turn? Siam would be driven by the fear of France to seek protection from
Great Britain, thereby to continue to be forever under that protection, in
the like manner as many states in Hindustan have done and as Burma is

doing at the present moment. It is known that as soon as disturbances broke
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out in Burma, the British Colonel hurried up to Ava to persuade the King of
Ava to submit himself to British protection. The King was told that the British
would keep peace and order, and that there would be no more disturbance
in his country. When news of British success in Burma reached this country,
you can imagine the excitement it gave to Mr. Knox. If the information
received from Mr. D.K. Mason regarding Lord Stanley’s agreement to Sir John
Bowring’s appointment is true, then it is possible that the whole policy on
the Siamese situation originated from the British Government and not from

Mr. Knox alone.

I think that now is the chance for Britain to put into practice her policy
of bringing Siam under her protection, since Siam is being harrassed by the
Franch on one side, with the British Colony on the other, just as the French
Colony used to be on the other side of Cambodia. As regards the French,
they are distinguished for their vainglorious disposition. Their Emperor, famed
for his descent from a line of tigers and cobras, would, after his ascent to
the Throne, seek colonies that are rich and vast, so that he might exercise
his power over them. These lands between Annam and Burma must appear
to him to be ownerless and therefore desirable. When Montigny came here
he tried to turn Siam into a French protectorate by seduction, using as his
argument the dangers of British domination. The Siamese were not to be
easily seduced, however, and he spent some time here employing various
methods of allurement. The Cambodians were easier prey than the Siamese,
on account of their sensitive nasal organs, for they were led by the Jesuit
priests into sensing a sweet aroma issuing from the person of the French
Emperor. Due to their constant desire to be rid of the fear of the Siamese
and the Annamites, they quickly went over to the French. The Annamites,
on the other hand, have been as deaf, dumb and stubborn as the Siamese

in previous reigns. Their stubborness caused them to turn small incidents
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into serious ones, with the result that their country became a French Colony
in the end. Now that they know that they are unable to win over the Siamese
by peaceful persuasion, the French have finally resorted to violence and
agression. | am not certain whether this is merely an idea of Consul Aubaret
or a policy of the French Government, for Montigny, Monsieur Ertier and
Lord Clarendon have all written to me to assure me that it had never been
the wish of the Emperor or the French Government that any harm should
befall Siam, but all the troubles that have come about had been due to
the fault of the French Agent here. All this may be true, but judging from
past happenings, it seems to me that in France the master usually follows
the dictates of his own slave and the Prince always defends his servants,
however wrong they may be. They seem to hold fast to the idea that all
foreigners are animals, and as such they deserve no pity when they are
abused. Their only desire is to uphold the glory of France, even at the
expense of other countries. In spite of all this, | do not think that we should
as yet go straight to Britain for the solution of our problems, thereby to
follow the course of action thought out by Mr. Knox, agreed upon by Mr.
Reid, cheered by Mr. Mason and volunteered by Sir John Bowring. What we
ought to do is to go first to France and make an attempt at some sort of
negotiation, as far as our ability will allow us; should you be prevented from
gaining an audience with the Emperor, or even if you should be forced to
give in to all of Aubaret’s demands, you must be ready to make sacrifices,
so as to bring the whole unpleasant business to a close. If, however, they
refuse to remove Aubaret from Bangkok but insist on keeping him here with
full power, then the matter would be beyond my endurance. If you fail to
get Aubaret removed, then you may cross over to Britain and ask for whatever
assistance that you may think fit from the responsible ministers, from the

English lords both in and out of office and from Sir John Bowring. | have my
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own reasons for this decision. Since we are now being constantly abused
by the French because we will not allow ourselves to be placed under their
domination like the Cambodians, it is for us to decide what we are going to
do; whether to swim upriver to make friends with the crocodile or to swim
out to sea and hang on to the whale. If we decide to submit ourselves to
French protection, we shall be regarded as inferior to the Cambodians, who
will be in the esteemed position of the old retainer as compared to us the
new servant. They will say that they have chosen the right path from the
very beginning, while we have been straying far and wide only to find out,
to our own regret, our own mistake in the end, which was much later. If we
ever entertain such a desire, we must do it before the Cambodians. Do you
understand what I am saying? What | want you to see is this: that the French
power cannot be constant and is subject to extreme changes. Whenever
there is a revolution in France, there will be internal disorder to follow for
many years to come, and the countries under French protection will be left
to look after themselves. Supposing we were in this position, what would
be the British attitude towards us then? We are so near to the British, and
yet we have not gone to their side at the beginning; they will say that we
are pro - French at heart and not their true friends. What | am saying now
goes for all times, even down to the times of our children and grandchildren.
It is sufficient for us to keep ourselves within our house and home; it may
be necessary for us to forgo some of our former power and influence. Being,
as we are now, surrounded on two or three sides by powerful nations, what
can a small nation like us do? Supposing we were to discover a gold mine
in our country, from which we could obtain many million catis weight of
gold, enough to pay for the cost of a hundred warships; even with this we
would still be unable to fight against them, because we would have to buy
those very same warships and all the armaments from their countries. We

are as yet unable to manufacture these things, and even if we have enough
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money to buy them, they can always stop the sale of them whenever they
feel that we are arming ourselves beyond our station. The only weapons
that will be of real use to us in the future will be our mouths and our hearts,
constituted so as to be full of sense and wisdom for the better protection

of ourselves.

| have written too much and have rambled too far already; please
pay attention only to those parts that concern official business.

3th

Written on Monday the 13" of the Waning Moon of the 3rd month
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1.

To Phraya Suriyawongse Vayavadhanaz, Ambassador

Your letter sent from Singapore by the Steamer “Chao Phraya” and
your additional note have reached me here since Tuesday the first waxing
moon of the third month?. | have perused them and have noted their
contents. Your letter to Luang Dip Aksara, the Seal Keeper4, to be submitted
to His Excellency the Prime Minister”, has also been passed on to me by

His Excellency.
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